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MYSTERIOUS STRANGER. 



Ov the death of Kins; Stephen, Henry the Second suc- 
ceeded to vhe throne of England, without opposition. He 
ascended the throne in 1054, heing then in the twenty- 
third year of his age. He was the first of the race of 
Plantageiiets, and had been, for some time, duke of Nor- 
mandy, which dutchy his mother, the late Empress Matilda, 
had delivered up to him. Of course, the Norman nobility 
ranked high .in the fa^ur of the king, and several of thein 
enjoyed the chief places of the English court. Among 
the monarch's esteemed and confidential courtiers, was 
Siward, Earl de la Clare, a native of Caen, where he had 
a stately castle, from whence he derived his title. 

Siward was haughty, vindictive, and licentious ; and 
one of those characters that never forget nor forgive an 
Injury. Yet no human being had a readier facility iit cou- 
oealing his bad qualities, and assuming the appearance of 
good ones. He married the lovely Geraldina, the daugh. 
ter of an English baron, who had injured his fortune by 
an unbounded hospitahty and misplaced confidence. An 
alliance with the earl was therefore desirable ; and the 
first proposal that was made by the enamoured nobleman 
for the hand of the interesting girl, was eagerly caught at. 
Geraldina bad no afiection for £Rward : happily for her, 
flhe did not love aoiotber ; she had no mother to appeal to ; 
and, awed by the stem mandate of her father, she was 
led to the hymeneal altar with a reluctant heart ; yet, in 
justice to the fair lady, we must assert, that she strictly 
determined to be chaste, dutiful, aad complacent to her 
wedded lord, and in all things consider his honour as her 
own. ' 

With such virtuous resolvesi, and a heart unalienated by 
any other attachment, Geraldina, had she met with a fond* 
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adoring . husband, might have been happy, and in time 
have returned a mutual passion : alas ! possession soon 
cooled the transports of the earl ; indifference succeeded, 
and he soon neglected the gentle countess ; her many vir- 
tues were not considered, and he severely censured him* 
self on being misled from his own interest by female 
charms ; when it was equally as easy for him to have se- 
lected a woman of splendid rank and fortune. 

Soon after their inauspicious nuptials, Geraldina had 
accompanied her lord to Normandy, with a retinue and 
appearance suited to her noble station ; but, on their re- 
turn to England, he lessened the number of her attend- 
ants., and fixed her residence at. the ancient and romantic 
Castle of Rockvale, near Monmouth, while he passed his 
time at the court of his monarch, in all the pleasures and 
refinements that remote age afforded. The countess mur- 
mured not ; but the Baron Mowbray, her father, heard of 
it with the utmost indignation. He sought the earl, and 
severely reprimanded him. "The obscurity," remarl&d 
the baron, " to which you have condemned your wife, is 
of a nature calculated to give rise to the envenomed 
longue of slander ; it appears as a punishment for infide- 
lity to your bed. In short, it has a vile look, and shall 
be accounted for." " To-morrow, my Lord Mowbray," 
replied the earl, " I will give the desired explanation, and 
have no doubt x>f finding ray seH* justified in your good opi- 
nion ; you are now too warm to listen to me»" " Be it 
80, my lord ; but mind, utter no falseh6ods against Geral- 
dina, or, by. this sword, I will exterminate thee from the 
face of the earth." With this menace be left his enraged 
son-in.law, and returned to his home, at Lambeth, anxi 
ously wishing for the hour to arrive, in which De la Clare 
had promised to meet him : that hour he was not to see ! 
The baron was a corpse before the next morning's dawn ! 
no symptoms of poison appeared} and his decease was at- 
tributed to an apoplexy. The baron had a daughter some 
years, younger than Geraldina. The fair dnristabelle 
joined to features pleasingly serene the most delicate form. 
Grief for the sudden Toss of her parent had so reduced 
her, that she seemed on the verge of a decline ; and a 
change of air and scene being recommended, she was 
agreeably surprised by an invitation from the earl to 
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accompany bim to Rockvale ; she accepted the offer with 
a grateful smile, and prepared for the journey. 

Baron Mowbray died without a will, dnd the earl claim- 
ed bis effects, one moiety in right ''of his wife, and the 
other in trust for her sister Christabelle, who chose him 
for her guardian,' under restrictions he pointed out, and . 
signed a deed accordingly. The countess heard of the 
death of her father with the most poignant anguish. The 
baron, reduced as he was in circumstances, had^uffered 
no diminution in spirit : she was aware that the earl was 
restrained within some bounds by the awe in which he held 
Mowbray ; now he was gone, she bad every thing to fear 
from the tyranny of her husband. 

The countess was not apprised of the arrival of the earl 
and her sister, till she beheld them at the gates of the cas- 
tle, as she was walking in the court-vard, habited in the 
deep sables of wo. Christabelle, alighting from her horse, 
was soon clasped in the arms of her sister ; Geraldina, dis- 
engaging herself gently frqm ihe lovely girl, advanced to 
meet the earl. He recei>ved her with formal politeness, 
and they repaired to the oak parlour, where a neat colla- 
tion was soon served up. The countess began to lament 
the death of her father,, and inquire into particulars re- 
specting it, when she was sternly address^ by the earl : 
<' flnough of this iHerae, Geraldina ! turn your thoughts 
ftom the dead to the living ; I hate to he_ surrounded by- 
gloomy faces." 

In due time, Geraldina presented her lord with a male 
heir, who was baptized Henry Oswald Bohun ; the infant 
was three months old, when the earl was called to Lon- 
don on impor^nt business, and departed from the count- 
ess with seeming affection ; but, to the surprise of herself 
and amiable sister, he insisted on the latter going with 
him; and would listen to nothing contrary to his design. 
She cherifihed the infant at her own breast, and found her- 
self rewarded by bis thriving healthy state. Tlie mild- 
ness of an autumnal evening, lured^the countess to walk 
with the child and his nurse ; they proceeded far beyond 
the precincts of the castle, till fatigued, they seated them- 
selves on a mound of earth, near the entrance of a fertile 
valley. The sky became suddenly x>vercast, thunder roil- 
ed heavily, and the rain fell in heavy drops. *< Give me 
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the child !" said the countess, " I am swifter than you, and 
will take shelter in the ruins of St. Anne's.'' 

When Martha arrived at the porch, she neither heheld 
the ccuntess nor the fnfaiit ; she called in vain on the for- 
mer, and then, with a heavy heart, proceeded to the cas- 
tie. Her noble mistress was not there ; she alarmed the 
domestics; they went different routes in search of the 
countess, described her and the infant without gaining any 
intelligence, and then returned dispirited to the ca^le. 

Hugh, the aged warden> was the first that returned, re- 
volving in' his mind, whether it was proper or not to send 
off an express to the earl. Agnes ran to meet the good 
old man, and joyfully surprised him by exclaiming, *' Our 
lady and the infant are returned in safety." Her account 
was briefly thus ; the countess no sooner entered the porch, 
than an audible groan met her car ; she clasped her in- 
fant to her bosom, and looked anxiously around : a trap- 
door opened near her, and a man, clad in slight armour, 
stepped on the pavement ! she attempted to fly, conscious 
that Agnes could not be far distant. With Herculean 
strength, the man seized Geraldina and the child in his 
arms, and bore them down a flight of stone steps, dosing 
the trap-door after him : yet the countess heard the foot- 
steps of Agnes, and her voice calling on her beloved mis- 
tress. The countess attempted to scream, but the ruffian 
threatened her with instant death, if she raised her voice. 
A long vaulted passage led to a spacious cavern that seem- 
ed the retreat of a horde of banditti ; three lamps hung 
suspended from the roof, and the remains of a banquet 
was still on the table. "Merciful heavens!" said the 
countess, " for what purpose am I brought hither? whom 
have I offended? what!" " l^u are conveyed hither," 
said the man^ interrupting her, " for no other cause than 
having accidentally discovered the secret of our retreat, 
and we have sworn death, or endless captivity^ to those 
who shoidd thus endanger our safety." 

Geraldina knelt, and exclaimed, " If ever thou hadst a 
chnd on whom thy sdtil doted, or a wife dear to thy heart, 
think of the loss my wedded lord must sustain ; steel not 
Ihy breast against my petition for liberty ; grant it, and 1 
swear by the holy faith I profess, not to betray you." 
A tear moistened the robber's cheek ; " I were indeed 
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once blest : I had a wife Aod smiling babes ; 0» tortaring 
memory \ lady, I will not harm thee nor thy infant" ** A 
thousand blessings for thy compassion," said the countess^ 
** my presence will ease the apprehensions of my domestics, 
and J can eastiy account to them for my absence." **Thia 
night," replied the man, *' I cannot allow you to depart ! 
■tart not, lady, I will not retract my words that you are 
•afe* In pity to .thee and thine, I have broke the oath 
administered by my captain : heaven will doubtless par. 
don the breach, when murder must have- been the result. 
Habit, for these five years past, has inured me to scenes of 
blood ; yet some angel hovering round thee, inglined my 
heart to mercy, and soflened a breast which insult and op* 

fression nad rendered rugged. I was not always thus ; 
'oined the bandittiia hopes, by their aid, to crush my ty. 
rannic foe ; yet he has escaped me, hut my soul pants for 
tho moment in which I may exclaim, Revenge ! thou art 
-mine ! 

" My companions are now acattered round the vicinity 
of the ruins ; an enterprise is on foot, and I must join my 
captain. I was going when I interrupted thee ; none of 
us will return here till late to-morrow : depart from hence 
early in. the mom, when you will behold the light through 
the crevices. Were you to go now, you would not reach 
your home in safely, and the inconveniency of remaining 
here one night is nothing to the danger 1 warn you of: 
there is plenty of oil in the lAmpa^ and for wines and pro- 
vision, freely partake of what is on the table : in the re* 
cesses round the vaulfs are beds, take your choice : lady, 
farewell : remember the bandit, Walter, in your prayars. 
Betray us not, or you will draw peril on yourself, and the 
noble house to which you belong. I know you are the 
wife of the proud Earl of Clare." Walter left her, and 
much as she wished to depart, she resolved to adhere to 
his advice, though dreading to remain in the vault : her in* 
fant slept, and she laid him on\ 4owly, but dean couch ; 
fiitigue and hunger induced her to taste the .repast, and 
drink some wine. Her spirits revived, and she sat rest- 
ing on the words and conduct of the robber. She heard 
footsteps slowly approaching : she trembled with agoniz. 
ing fear, and concealad herself behind the hangings of 
the bed where the infant slept. A slender youth, iivhand. 
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Boino apparel, disfigured with dirt and gore, presented 
himself to view. His pallid face and faltering steps pro- 
claimed him almost famished. He was more an object 
of pity than dread. He beheld the viands on the table, 
and rushed towards them : the effort was too much for 
kis weak state, and with a hollow groan he fell to the 
ground. 

What a scene for the countess ! what accumulated wo! 
she poured some wine down his throat, and chafed his 
hands and temples with a strong liquor she found in one of 
the bottles. The youth revived, and opening his eyes of 
jet-like hue oo^he countess, exclaimed, '^Geraldina sup. 
porting me ! holy saints^, how is this ? Are you too a cap- 
tive in this horrid place ?" ^ Speak !" said the countess, 
" ease my suspense ! that voice ! those eyes ! — surely it 
cannot be — " " Christabelle," said the supposed youth. 
What a meeting for the lovely sisters. . Their curiosity 
Was mutual and ardent ; but this was not a time for ex- 
planation. Christabelle was most agreeably surprised at 
hearing that it was possible for them to leave the vaults, 
and ^s soon as she had appeased the cravings of hunger 
and thirst, she consented to the advice of her sister^ to re- 
pose on a couch till the morning, to rest her weary limbs, 
that she might be more able to walk to the castle. Ge- 
raldina led her to the recess,' and added to' her amazement 
by the sight of little Henry^ Geraldina had no inclina- 
tion to sleep ; she sat at the foot of the pallet, and kept 
an anxious watch; at length she observed the light to 
glimmer through the chinks, and awoke Christabelle : they 
wrapped themselves in some brown cloaks, belonging to 
-the banditti, and left the hated place. They raised the 
trap with difficulty, for it was cased with marble to re- 
semble the rest of the pavement. Geraldina suffered 
much ; she had the child to carry, and her sister to sup. 
port, joined to her fears of being intercepted by any of 
the banditti. * * 

Happily they arrived safe within the gates. "Will 
you,'' said. Christabelle, '^ secrete me beneath your roof? 
yodr lord must not know of my being here." " I will 
shelter you," said the countess; "you may rely on the 
fidelity of those I shall trust. Hut some circumstance* 
relative to last night-<«" " Mentiod them not," said Chris* 
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tabeUe, " for your sake, for miae, for your lord's sake, f 
cannot explain them." 

Agnes and Martha had run to meet and welcome their 
mistress and the child, and informed her that all the other 
domestics had left the castle to seek her. *' I will reward 
their care," said the countess. " Good Martha, assist me 
to my chamber." " Am I," said Agnes, '* to prepare a 
room for this young knight ?" '* I have brought no young 
knight with mo, my maiden ; this is the lady Christabelle ; 
suspend your wonder till we have taken some rest; to 
you two, and the old warden, I shall only confide the truth 
of what has passed, and the secret of my sister's being 
here. Be vigilant not to admit any stranger; I have rea- 
son to fear some intrusion of a fatal nature." 

" When thg countess awoke," continued Agnes, *' she 
• gave us the account I have just told you, and has ordered 
that the rest of the servants should be infbritied, that on 
turning a wrong way from the ruins of St. Anne's, in af- 
fright, through the storm, she lost her way, and remained 
all night under the shelter of a spreading oak. Hugh 
my lady trusts to your caution- and fidelity ; she fears the 
vengeance of Walter, when he discovers that she has 
taken the supposed youtH with her." 

'* Ah," said Hugh, ^'Providence directed the countesa 
there to save her sister's life. Poor lady Christabelle, in 
man's apparel too: strange events are passing. The 
other day, when the suit ot old armour fell down in the 
hail, and was crushed to pieces, I thought it boded 410 good 
to this castle and its noble owners. Heaven defend us > 
I have had strange dreams of late." 

Christabelle had two deep wounds, one on the right, 
shoulder, and the other on the lefl arm ; they had not 
been dressed, and the fatigue of coming to the castle oc- 
casioning a lever, she now languished in excess of pain. 
The countess sent for the good monk Ethelred, abbot of 
St. Bernard*8, and, under the seal of secrecy, acquainted 
him with the situation of her sister. He was shocked at 
the situation in which she lay, but hoped by his skill in 
surgery to restore her. She raved incessantly on the 
earl, murder, and banditti,, and many things incomprehen* 
sible to her hearers. Heaven seemed to shed his benign 
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influence over the efforts of the monk ; his patient reco- 
vered rapidly, and regained her intellects. 

The countess, hearing nothing of Walter or his asso- 
ciPtes, began to recover her tranquillity. Six days had 
elapsed since their escape, when the earl arrived, without 
notice, at the cas^e. He returned the embrace of his 
countess with reserve, and having kissed the child, inqui- 
red, in an imperative tone, for Christabeile. ** Has she 
not not come to pour in your ear a tale of scandal, to as- 
perse my character? — a tale most false, to screen herself 
and her accursed paramour." **In that, my lord, you 
wrong my sister ; she has sought me with no such tidings ; 
she would not dare to utter a calumny against you to me." 

'' Can you answer for her daring ?" said he, and left the 
room in anger. For the better security of Christabeile, 
the countess and her confidential domestics had fitted up 
for her an apartment in a long-disused turret ; t-his caution 
was propitious. The earl, having searched through the 
habitable rooms of the castle, became convinced that the 
fugitive had not sought shelter at Rock vale, and he lefl it 
in three days, with strict orders, that an express should be 
sent to him, if Christabeile made her appearance at the 
castle, and to detain her till his arrival. 

From Christabeile the countess now sought for an ex. 
planation : out of teridemess to her sister, she entered 
most unwillingly on the subject ; but, being pressed close, 
she thus began : — " On our leaving you, the {[Peculiar at- 
tentions the earl paid me, I at first regarded as a refined 
fraternal affection, and I considered him in the sacred light 
of a brother. On the third day after my journey with 
him from Rockvale, I was presented at court to our gra- 
cious monarch and the queen. I was received in a flat- 
tering manner, and surrounded by the courtiers. Earl 
Waltheof was ardent in my praise, and from that tine 
became a constant visiter at our castle. I loved the youth 
with a delicate refined passion, and he almost idolized me. 
But De la Clare behaved to him with repelling coldness, 
though his alliance was honourable, for ne one ranked 
higher in the favour of his sovereign. He contrived to 
convey a note to me, fraught with respectful passion. He 
said, he had made proposals for me to the earl, as my 
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guardian, but had received a positive denial, accompanied 
by a hint that 1 had another suitor, who possessed my bro- 
ther's favours. Wahheof petitioned me to grant him an 
interviewi ere I was lost to iiim for ever. It was wrong, 
I must acknowledge, but I had no resolution to refuse him. 
Waltheof was to land from a boat to .the grounds behind 
'he house, which, you know, is bounded by the Thames* 
The clock struck twelve as I descended the back stairs ; 
the light was extinguished in Siward's chamber, and I 
t}*ought myself secure. I leaned on the low wall, the air 
from the water revived me, for I had suffered much tre- 
p'vAation. I heard the paddling of oars — ^the boat stopped, 
and the gal\ant V^altheof ascended the rude- formed steps, 
and thanked me for my condescension. 1 murmured 
something of the iadeUcucy of a clandestine meeting: he 
used several arguments respecting Siward's cruelty, and 
pn my scruples to fligfat. Our nocturnal meetiugs were 
xopeated ; Waltheof urged me to flight, and not to trifle 
away the present opportunity. He wished me to repair 
to his aunt, who was abbess of the convent of Chepstow, 
and secrete myself there till I came of age. Then, said 
be, as the wife of Waltheof, who will dare to do aught 
that can disturb thy peace ? The sacred asylum you have 
been in can then be avowed, and all idle conjectures that 
may have arisen concernins your absence be done away 
with. I consented, but had a foreboding heart. He was 
to procure me a female companion : the next night I was 
to go with them as far as Sheen, to remain there a few 
days till the heat of the search after me should be over, 
and then proceed to Chepstow. Waltheof made a signal, 
and one of his attendants gave him a large bundle. 

*' It was a complete suit of male attire ; my repugnance 
to adopt it was great, but I could not avoid owning it was 
best for me to travel thus disguised. At the time appointed , 
I put on my new dress, and descended to the garden ; tha 
night was dark, the wind howled, not a star was to ba 
seen ; I could not have gone through the enterprise, but 
for my disgust ai Siward^ conduct. Yes, my injured sis. 
ler, your husband that very day justified the suspicions 
Waltheof had entertained, and shocked my ears by an 
avowal of his unnatural love. I answered with scorn and 
reproaches, but his rej^ies gave me to understand that his 
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heart was callous. I had only till the next day, he said, 
to consider whether I would accept of his love, in the 
pleasures of an elegant retirement, or pass the rest of 
my days in a rigid seclusion, to which his power should 
/loom me. . - ^ 

*' I had first entered the side avenue of the garden, 
when a confused sound of voices btfrst oh my ears, fol- 
lowed hy the clashing of swords. I flew to the spot, just 
as my beloved Waltheof was borne wounded to ihe boat, 
by his servants ; Siward following, loaded him with exe- 
crations, and vowing to confine me where strictness of 
discipime would restore me to a sense of feminine propri- 
ety. To my surprise, he did not recogfllee me ; but, sup- 
posing I was a page of Waltheof 's^ he rudely pushed me 
towards the boat, and bade me foUqw my detested master. 
The men rowed with swiftness to Waltheof's house, which 
was on the opposite ishore ; we landed without interrup. 
tion. The earl's chaplain was skilled in surgery; he ec- . 
amined the wound ; it was mortal. I execrated his de- 
'stroyer ; but it did not appear whether Siwiard's attack on 
my lover was the effect of design, or an accidental disco- 
very of his visits. I passed the night by his couch, mu. 
tually lamenting the fatal event that would soon separate 
us for ever, at least in this world : our farewell was wo- . 
fully interesting, and just at the return of day, I had the 
ar.£ruish of closing his eyes ! The venerable chaplain led 
me to a room concealed by a sliding door. Alas ! how * 
changed were my prospects ; even hppe had fled ! The 
next day Rothwald, the chaplain, reported to the royal 
Henry, the death- of Waltheof and its cause ; but Siward 
had previously been there, and prejudicQjd the king, so 
that he would not hear one word in justification of the 
tete aarl, and issued a mandate to some officers of the 
court, to search for me at his residence, that I might be 
rest')red to my guardian ; they did not discover my hiding, 
place, and reported that I certainly was not at that iiouse. 
It was incumbent on me to quit it without delay, aa it was 
daily expected some one from the country would come and 
claim possession. 

** I will go, said I, to the dear neglected mistress of 
Rockvale, and on her gentle bosom pour fprth my sorrows, 
and mingle my tears with hers. Rothwald procured me 
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au elderly, sedate guide, who supposed me a youth vho 
had been dependent on the late Earl Waltheof ; and in 
consequence of his death returning to my friends. Tra- 
veiling on foot was a great fatigue to me, and I perceived 
the end of ray journey draw near with satisfaction. I dis* 
charged my guide about ten miles from hence, making him 
believe I had only to go to the m^xt village : I proceeded 
by myself as far as the entrance into Trafalin wood, when 
a hoarse voice called on me to. stop. I rushed forward, 
but in a few minutes a violent blow on my head levelled 
me to the earth : I recovered my feet, and drawing forth 
a dagger that I woi%in my girdle, stabbed tha^man in the 
side who had thus assailed me, hoping lo effect my escape, 
but my rashness cost me dear. 

** The man staggered a few paces, and reclining against 
the stump of a tree, blew a shrill blast with his horn, and 
was soon joined by. three companions. To oppose them 
was madness ;- yet did I raise my airn)» and I received the 
'wounds which now confine me. I fell to the earth. 'Kill 
me,' said I, * but do not detiver me to Si ward.' ' Of which 
Si ward do you speak, hoy V said one of the men. * Of 
the Earl of Rockvale,' I replied ; ' has he not sent you in 
pursuit of me V A sullen ' No,' and an assurance that I 
had fallen into the hands of banditti, appeared as a relief; 
for there was no evil I dreaded equal to being replaced in 
the power of Siward. The man I had wounded, (though 
recovering from a faintness, caused by pain of the dagger- 
glancing against a ne^ve, he found to be but trivial t6 what 
he expected,) and another, were strenuous for finishing 
my existence ; but one who seemed to have some autho. 
rity over them, forbade it. * He hates Siward,' said he^ 
• and that hatred prompts my friendship to the boy ; bear 
him to the cave.' * We will obey you, Walter,' said the 
men, * but you must answer for the infringement of our 
laws to our captain : what has a banditti to do with such 
motives 1 Buch freaks as these will endanger the safety of 
our community.' They carried nie, by turns, on their 
shoulders; the movement made my wounds bleed pro- 
fuseiy, and I fainted just as we entered what I knew to be* 
the ruins of St. Anne's. Oh my recovery, I found it^y- 
self laid on sftaw, and in total darkness: I could not rise, 
and I called in vain for^d: at length I heard atramphng 

B 
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of feet, several persons passed the door of the place 
where I lay, and the glare of their torches showed, to my 
aching eyes, the confines of a narrow dungeon. I heard 
a few sentences, and found by them that the captain had 
doomed me to perish. 

** The whole of them seemed to leave this dismal haunt. 
My agonies beggared description ; yet, strange to tell, 
sleep visited my eyes ; I know not how long I slumbered ; 
but I awoiie by the entrance of Waller with a torch. He 
spoke, but I could not reply. ' Poor youth,' said he, *thy 
end draws near ; 'tis well that I am saved a further crime. 
The captaia will not add to the numjler of this band, and 
my dagger must have reached thy heart ; please the Vir- 
gin, I will moisten thy lips, and sooth thy passage to the 
grave.' He put- the flask to my lips ; I drank greedily, 
arid made signs of gratitude ; he left me,, and soon after 
I heard the shrieks of a female ; it was evident another 
wretched victim was doomed. to share my fate. The wine 
had a salutary effect : I slept and awoke to renovated 
strength ; even my spirits revived : I crawled from my 
dungeon, resolved to better my fate, or perish in the at- 
tem|)t. There, my Geraldina, dear unfortunate sister, 
we met. 'What an interview ! What an escape ! How 
thankful am I to heaven, forr my escape from the licen- 
tious Siward : may the benign Ruler of the universe mould 
his heart to repentance, and teach him the vatne of the 
wife he now neglects. For me, the world has lost its 
power to charm ; all se^ms a cheerless blank, nor can I 
ever cease to mourn for the gallant Waltheof." 

The countess was sensibly shocked by her sister's nar* 
rative. That the earl was the person against whom Wafv 
ter had vowed revenge, was evident from Christabelle's 
account, and she admired the praiseworthy forbearance 
he had shown towards herself and the infant heir of Rock- 
vale, when placed wholly in his power, and known to him 
(for so he had declared) as such. She had m) doubt of 
the prudence of the monk Ethelred ; she therefore made 
him, in this case, her unlimited confidant, and solicited his 
advice, how to place her sister in some convent under a 
felflfiied name, and far from any domaitis belonging to the 
Earl d« la Clare. The ladies waited impatiently for the 
next visit of the abbot, A sudden indisposition had seized 
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him, and in his stead, for the first time, appeared Anselmo, 
with a letter from his superior to the countess. ** Be not 
alarmed," said he, ** that / have admitted this young friar 
to our secret; he wiU'oot betray it: he was confided 
young to my care : I regard him, in fact, as my second 
self:- his studies have given to youth the experience of 
age : he is formed in person and mind to be an ornament 
to the world; yet neither the noble alliances he could 
claim, nor the splendid ofiers of his relations, could lure 
him firom the cloister. He took the cowl with transport, 
and renounced all his hopes of earthly splendour and 
magnificence." 

Such was the introduction of Anselmo : the plainness 
of his habit did BOt conceal the dignity of his f^trm, and 
his cowl, as it occasionally fell back, displayed a counte. 
nance and features of unequalled beauty, while his kerge 
dark eyes sparkled with intelligence. Anselmo continued 
his attendance, as Ethelr^d grew worse daily. ' Christa- 
belle was anxious to quit the castle, for there was a re- 
port of the earl coming to Rockvale. Anselmo undertook 
to place the lady Christabelle in a convent at Huntingdon, 
belonging to the order of St. Bridgetina ; no bther cere* 
monial of admission was required than a stipulated sum, 
and a. letter of reeommendation, which the abbot would 
- give. Anselmo, habited as a pilgrim, was to conduct the 
maiden, la an humble garb, and under ttie name of Edith, 
to the convent. The two aiaters took an afiectionate leave 
' of each other, with an expression which seemed to say — 
We meet no more. 

Six weeks elapsed before Anselqao's return to the Pri* 
ory from a supposed mission. He accounted to the abbot 
and Geraldina for an absence that had given them so much 
uneasiness, by stating, that the journey had made Edith 
extremely ill ; and said, he remained at Huntingdon, till 
she was sufficiently recovered to enter on her noviciate, 
hut was still apprehensive of a decline. 

The baron arrived at the castle the week after Christa. 
belle's departure. He appeared so unwell and dejected 
that the" countess, ill as he had used her, found her pity 
awakened. He would absent himself whole days from 
the castle, and ramble unattended, through the adjacent 
wood. The countess, aware that Walter was his deadly 
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foe, felt alarm for the personal safety of her lord ; but as 
she could not warn him, without relating the whole parti- 
culars of the transactions at St. Anne's, she was obliged 
to mourn in silence. 

It was late one night when he entered the saloon where 
the countess sat anxiously expecting him ; she tenderly 
greeted his i^eturn ; he repulsed her sternly, saying, " You 
have deceived me, Geraldina ; never again will I place 
confidence in one of your perfidious sex. Where is your 
sister ? tell me, or torture shall wring it from you ! Siward 
will not be trifled with." " I will not trifle with you, my 
lord," said the countess ; " from me you shall not learn 
where Christabelle has taken refuge. I firmly tell you, 
she is safe from your pursuits." He was frantic with rage, 
and she fled to her chamber. They did not meet till the 
next day, when he took no notice of what had passed, but 
desired her'to prepare herself and infant, to accompany 
him to Normandy. So active was the earl in his arrange- 
ments, that they set off the next week, and travelled with 
speed till they embarked. The weather was tempestuous* 
and a violent storm filled the passengers with dismay. 
The earl fteemed to labour under the horrors of despair ; 
he gnashed his teeth, and tore his hair from his aching 
head, nor would he listen to one soothing argument from 
his pious countess. Contrary to all expectation, the wind 
abated, and the vessel made its destined port. The earl's 
agitation ended in a fever, and he was with difficulty con- 
veyed to his Norman castle on a litter. 

His ravings were dreadful ; the name of WaHer fre- 
quently escaped his lips amidst horrid curses. He vowed, 
said he, to haunt mie as he lay expiring beneath my dag- 
ger's point : his threats are verified. " He is continually 
bisfore me : vanish, fell spectre, and let my eyelids close. 
Mowbray too : pardon me, good old man ; every pang thjr 
heart endured, mine now repays it tenfold. WaltneofJ 
noble youth, thy days were short. Come to my arms, 
sweet Christabelle ; 'our love can be no sin." After this 
would follow a loud convulsive laugh, and then he usu- 
ally exclaimed, " Siward ! Siward ! what a catalogue of 
crimes ! dark is thy soul, as the loathsome pit of hell !" 

The countess gathered from his ravings, that he had 
met Walter during his last visit to Rockvale. What af- 
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fected her most was the manner in which he mentioned 
Baron Mowbray ; yet sfhe could not believe him to be so 
i^ile as to have murdered her father. What he condemn- 
ed himself for, must have been, some actions incompatiblo 
with his duty as a son-in-Jaw. At length, the strength of 
his constitution conquered the malady, and he recovered 
his health. H» never mentioned Christabelle ; he grew 
reserved and gloomy. He took no pleasure himself, nor 
could bear to be a spectator of the mirth of others. They 
had not been more than six months in Normandy, when 
the restlessness of Siward's indisposition made him grow 
disgus^d with the scenes around him, and he resolved to 
make. a tour through France and Italy. Geraldina would 
'have rejoiced at ibis, bad not the increasing tyranny of 
•her lord denied her comfort. Henry grew a fine piomis. 
ing child ; but the earl would not allow her to have the 
least share in his tuition, and ridiculed the very idea oi 
female interference in training up the mind of a boy ; thus 
denyinff her every source of comfort, but what arose from 
her unfeigned piety. 

On their return to England, the state of political affairs 
rendered it necessary for the earl to pass the winter in 
•London. In the spring, he went in the king's train to the 
continent. Henry remained at Westminster with his lu. 
tor, and the co«nlesB, ailer an absence of three years, re. 
turned to ber retirement at Rockvale. The old warden, 
and the /aithful Agnes, were no more. Martha had at- 
tended her to Normandyy and still continued her attentive 
services. The abbot Ethelred had been deceased more 
than twelve months ; and she heard, with surprise, on ac- 
count of his youth, that Ansel mo bad been unanimously 
chosen his successor ; for the election of superior of St, 
Bernard's was vested in the community themselves. fih6 
sent for Anselmo, eager to hear of her sister, for she had 
not dared to hazard a correspondeiice while absent. The 
new abbot came, and realized the prophetic feam of Ge. 
Taldina. Christabelle had been consigned to an early 
grave, and he delivered to the countess an affectionate 
farewell, which the dying fair one had -written with her 
own hand to her beloved sister, and renewed the grief so 
acutely felt. • When the countess became more calm, and 
acknowledged to the arguments of the abbot, that it was 

b2 



18 THB HT9TKIUOU8 BTRAMOSS. 

right to bow with submission to the will of heaven, he 
took his leave. As he was now appointed her confessor, la 
the room of the late Ethelred, he promised to visit the no* 
ble lady at such periods as was consistent with his duty. 
The time passed with the countess in tedious monotony 
for several revolving months, till the chill blasts of winter, 
and a heavy fall of snow, added to her ennui, by preelo. 
ding jier rural walks. 

One evejjtfnl night, the countess was awakened by re* 
peated knockings at the door of her chamber, and soma 
one authoritatively called on her name. She awakened 
Martha, (who slept in a recess of the same apartment) 
that she might discover the cause of this intrusion. As 
the attendant withdrew the bolt, steps were heard receding 
along the gallery. A basket, fortned of plaitied rushes, 
was lefl at the door, and in it reposed a lovely infont, 
warmly wrapped up agaidst the inclemency of the we«u 
ther. Here was a complete change of apparel, and a 
letter addressed to the couutess, stating, "That the child 
was called Catherine, and nearly allied to Geraldina ; it 
was six months pld, and had been weaned« the more rea- 
dily to consign it to her care ; but the peculiai circunu 
stances under which she was born, rendered it impo^ible 
for them ever to claim her: yet it might occur, that if ihe 
child arrived at the years of maturity, a portion would b« 
conveyed to her, suited to her noble birth ; but no depend* 
ance was to be placed on a promise that depended on fu- 
ture events." It concluded by observing, " that, though 
unknown, a parent's eye would watch over the infant^ and 
entreated her, to be tender to her charge." ^ Related U» 
me !" said Geraldina, '* impossible ; I have no surviving 
kindred ; it must be a fraudulent assertion to awaken my 
pity. However, sweet innocent, I will not deny thee sheL 
ter ; you are not guilty. I will adopt you as my daugh^ 
ter, since Siward^ cruelty deprives me of the presence 
of my son ; and,* tn tending thee myself, do an act of 
charity, and provide a profitable source of amusement* 
Siward may possibly object, but, in this instance, he shall 
not make me swerve from my purpose.^ She caused' 
ftrict inquiries to be made through the castle ; every do* 
mestic denied the least knowledge of the infant ; and the 
Mrarden was positive no person had glassed tha portal dur- 
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ittg the night ; the whole waa a transaction wrapped in 
mystery. 

On Siward's next retuni from Normandy to Rockvale, 
Catherine bad attained her fourth year ; tall oi* her a^; 
unuaually inteiiigent, and with features that gave promise 
of superior loveliness. The conntess had, in her letters, 
frequently mentioned Catherine, and the manner in which 
she was introduced to her care ; yet he never returned 
any answer or remark on the subject. She knew not 
from what cause his silence proceeded ; more than once 
an idea bad rushed on her brain, that Catherine was a na- 
tural child of the earl's, and placed in the castle by his 
contrivance ; but as she had too often seen the fallacy of 
supposition, she did not choose to reguVate her actions 
by it. • . 

Soon aAer his arrival, the countess introduced the child 
of her ajflTection, and the letter she had received with her. 
He extended his hand towards Catherine, but the next in- 
stant withdrew it. '* Deceitful woman ! ' he exclaWned, 
iu frantic accents, " How dare you thus, endeavour to im- 
pose upon me ? away, lest, in my rage, i lay thee proetrate 
at my feet." The countess was hastening from the sa- 
loon, with the affrighted child, when he called her back, 
and took Catherine iti his afins^— *^ By heavens," said he, 
" the very features \ — Cuned dupUcHy \— "Tis Christy, 
belle's brat; the likeness strikes conviction to my mind." 
" If there is a triA'ng likeness^ my lord," the countess re- 
plied, " in this child to my lovely muter, it is a mere easu- 
alty, as my dear ChristabeJle, long before the birth of thin 
infant, was consigned to the grave : grief burst the bands 
of existence ; concealment now ia useless ; I caused her, 
by her own request, to be placed ki the convent of Saint 
Bridget's, where she died a professed nun ; and I can 
bring the holy abbot of St. Bernard's to* aftrm the truth of 
what I now advance. ** Theearl left the saloon, mutter^ 
ing some indistiact sentences that bespoke his rage. 

The countess was hurt at tlw unfeeling reoeption her 
favourite had met with ; bul the earl^ eendueC eon? ineed 
her that the child possessed no natttral claim on his pr(K 
tection, and she was lost in coajedisfe. 

The earl soon returned to Normandy, whidh was become 
his favourite residence: it was there he revolted in licen- 
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tious pleasures, nnd kept a mistress, whose conduct waa 
disgrace^! ; yet for her the chaste Geraldina was forsaken. 
From this period, the earl seldom came to Rockvale ; and 
in forming the mind of Catherine, consisted the happiness 
of the coimtess, and she felt grateful to the earl, that he 
had never issued any stern decree to separate her from the 
ffentle girl, though she was aware tliat he always regarded 
her charge with unjustifiable aversion. 

The abbot of St. Bernard's still continued his office of 
confessor to Geraldina, and, in due lime, to Catherine, 
whom he ever treated with the utmost respectful attentidn. 
His professed virtues and sanctity rendered him almost 
. idolized by the people around him ; and his visits to the 
castle were esteemed a great condescension, for they were 
the only individuals thui^ honoured. When Catherine had 
attained her fifteenth year, the countess gave an enter- 
tainment on the occasion, and presented the interesting 
girl to her guests, as her adopted daughter. This was 
3ie first time th.e countess had opened her gates to visit- 
ants, in the absence of her lord ; and she now did the ho- 
nours of the house with a splendour calculated to impress 
^he minds of the neighbouring nobles with the high es- 
teem in which she held her darling Catherine ; even the 
peasantry shared in the festivity, a remote part of the cas- 
tie being prepared for their reception. 

The banquet was nearly concluded, when an incident 
liappened that disturbed the general harmony. A female 
figures lalU.veryJthin,iiut of excellent symmetry, approach- 
ed the table, aod seated herself among the guests un- 
bidden ! When the health of Catherine went round, the 
stranger raised the goblet to her lips, and drank it with 
peculiar energy ; every eye was on her, yet she was known 
to none ; and the litUe that appeared of her yisu^e^ had 
such a deathlike hue, that it excited terror and disgust. 
A robe of blacjc silk, with a veil of the oamit formed hsr 
. dress: a piece of fine white cloth was bound round hsr 
head, and her neck was enriched by a rold ch:iin, to 
which was appended what appeared a mini^turs. but was 
concealed from view by a piece of purple velvet se'^^ect 
on the mounting; on the fourth finger of the left hand was 
a wedding ring, and a diamond keeper, of great value. 
Her singular appearance excited- an attention that she 
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feared not. She had placed herself opposite Catherinei 
and her ardent gaze was fixed on her. The countess, 
with that urbanity that marked her character, treated the 
stranger with respect, mad pressed ber to partake of the 
dainties before her ; but she would taste nothing but the 
wine, ia which she pledged the health of Catherine. 
^ When the company arose from the table, the stranger 
passed through the. thix>ng, and, iclasping Catherine to her 
breast, uttered an impressive benediction on her head ; then 
quitting the saloon, withdrew without noticing any other 
individual in the company. Catherine fainted, and was 
conveyed to her chamber; the countess anxiously follow, 
ed, having iirst apologized to her gaeets for this unsocia* 
ble interruption, and they departed, forming a variety of 
conjectures respecting the stranger, and the fair Cathe- 
rine^ to whom ber visit had endently been intended. It 
is here necessary to be fiimicioned, that it was only known 
to the earl and^he countess, with a few trusty individuals, 
that the lovely girl was a feundling ^ for they had caused 
it to be reported, that she was of the Mowbray family, and 
as such, nearly related to the ecHintess.- Thir was done» 
to repress idle chat and curiosity. When Catherine had 
recovered from her swoon, the coimless tenderly argued 
with her on the unreasonableness of her apprehensions. 

" Apprehensions, madamy" said Catherine ^ ^ indeed, 
you mistake ; I had so lears for my personal safety. The 
embraces of the stranger gave me feelings I cannot de« 
scribe, and I mentally atid. Is not thm mr mother?<->-a 
persecuted being! — most prob(|f»]y escaped ^om some gall- 
ing tyranny; who knows her child, bat dares not reveal 
her claim on my duty and affection !" " Onr ideas were 
nearly similar," sighed the fj^oiitess. ** O that the stran-. 
ger could or would be expliek! her conduct was very 
strange ; but we must «ot dwell too much on conjectures, 
and raise self-created woes. I am inclined to believe we 
shall hear more of this unknown ebj«ct.; as she has made 
her visit so public, she has, doub^^es, *ome design to com- 
plete, and will choose her own time, as circumstances may 
permit. 

The next morning, Catherine appeami with her usual 
composure^. . Her orisons had reanimated her mind, and 
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taught her to place dependance on that power who never 
wholly forsakes the righteous. In the early part of the 
day, Anselmo, the abbot, was announced. *' This is ano- 
ther mysterious visit," said the countess, ** surely this is to 
tts a season of wonders." On no account, heretofore, had 
the monk ever exceeded his stated periodical visits to the 
castle, though on some particular occasions his presence 
had been earnestly requested : his refusals were then mild, 
but decisive. 

IVhen the abbot entered the room, he looked anxiously 
round, and bis countenance expressed unusual thought and 
melancholy ; he slightly, but respectfully, noticed Cathe- 
rine, and then requested a private audience of the count- 
ess, wno smiled significantly toiler child, and Catherine 
retired. " The intelligence, lady," safd he, " of a visiter 
of the most singular appearance yesterday intruding on 
you, has reached my ears; it intefested and auiprised me, 
and I came to request from you the particulars of that cir« 
eumstance." The countess willingly complied ; but the 
abbot asked if she had concealed nought that had passed. 
She solenmly assured him that she had not, and expressed 
her surprise at the question. '* Have you no Ipiowledge,"* 
said he, " of the person who thus introduced herself T" 
''Not the least," GerakHna replied, **her face was wrap- 
pod up, 9fti she spoke so low and ifidis|inct, as if afraid 
of trusting her voice, that. had I known her ever so well 
foitnei^y, I could not have possibly recognised her." " I 
am satisfiiedi" jaid the abbel, and was preparing to with- 
draw, when the countess sippped him: "Pardon me, holy 
father, if I ask what are the motives that led yon to ques- 
tion me on this subject ?" " Mere curiosity,** replied An- 
selmo^" I thought it probable something might have trans, 
ptred concerning the ^trac^er's visit to the castle, which 
had not, hy qommon report, reached my knowledge, and 
I felt myself interested for the gentle lady Catherine." 
The monk, with a& humble bow, retired, leaving the count- 
ess very ill satisfied wkh what h« Lad advanced.* She 
had watched every turn of his expressive countenance, 
and was conviaced that he had some weighty reason to 
prompt him on this occasion. A few days after these in. 
cidentSy the countess ^received a note, given by a peasant 



VHB XT8TKSIOUS 8TSANOKB. 2d 

boy (who said it required no answer) to the warden, en. 
treating it might be delivered to the noble lady without 
delay. It was from the abbot of St. Bernard's, requesU 
ing the countess to be at the Priory the next evening, at 
soon as it was dark, as he had communications to make to 
her of the most important nature. Me laid a strict charge 
on her not to let her visit to the Priory seem to be her own 
free act, which she might also pretend was on a charitable 
account. 

" Can the Abbot of Qu Bernard's,'* said Geraldina, 
" stoop to advise ; nay, in fact, to command qae to be gailty 
of an act of duplicity f— <]lan a man, almost worshipped 
for his sanctity, t&us debase himself 1" and she seriously de- 
bated wh^her oij^notshl> should go to the Priory : at leng^i^ 
urged by « hope that be bad some important disclosure to 
make concerning the late myst^ry^ she resolved to go, and 
take two female attendants with hen She had no reason 
to suspect au^ treachery, nor that the visit she was going 
to make would, i^ any future period, be misrepresented to 
the earl ; yet she thought it right to guard against these 
possible events, and to trespass uponlhe monk's orders so 
far, as to make one confidant of the real foundation of her 
visit. Who was so proper, who was so faithful^ QS Ca> 
therine? To her, she theiD^ifore oommuntcated all the 
preceding particulars, and obtained a proimse of invioAa- 
ble secrecy. 

Catherine felt the most anxious solicitude fyr (he return 
of the countess, who came back in safety, after an absence 
of more than four hours. Her eyes were red with weep, 
ing, and her agitations were visible. ** t have heard," 
said Geraldina, in reply to her Adopted child's tender in. 
quiries, ** a tale of wo, ia which I am so deeply interest, 
ed, that my feelings aro-hurt on that point for ever. Tour 
birth is no longer a •mystery to me : I know Wh your pa* 
rents ; but my lips are sealed in secrecy for ever. An 
awful, but involuntary vow, has passed them. Droop no^ 
my Catheriae ; you are atill my darling ; dearer to my 
heart you cannot be, for my affection for you is too ardent 
to admit of increase." " The earl, mddam J" said Cathe* 
fine. " I read your meaqing in your look^. The earl is 
not your father ; nor am I at liberty to name the bebg 
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who posBeased thai blesaiag. Iiet nie advise you, Cathe- 
rine, Id reverence the abbot Anselmo; and, above all, en- 
deavour to conciliate hia esteem. His good opinion may 
be of service to you when I am no more. The mysteri- 
ous stranger ia your mother 1 but, I fear, you have receiv- 
ed her last embrace ; the walla of a convent immure hf^r; 
and she is fast verging to the grave with sorrow. Now 
we nauBt drop Ihia subject for ever. I charge you, if you 
value my peace, or your own, never to renew it. Go to 
your chamber ; there pass an hour in devotion, then join 
me at our evening's repast." 

Three yeara had elapsed, unmarked by any incident, 
except that the abbot had declined the office of confessor 
to Catherine, as taking up too much of his precious time. 
He continued his attendance on the countess to the last 
moment of her existence. Her health had long been de- 
clining ; her frame sunk under the pressure of negleet 
and sorrow, and finally settled in a consumption, wliich no 
human skill could erctdicate. When the physicians de- 
clared her end approaching, Anselmo, who was present, 
intimated -hia intention of remaining at the castle, and de- 
legatml a temporary power to one of the monks, during bin 
absence from the duties of the priory. His osiensibld 
motive was a pious atTectioQ for the dying lady, and as 
such, highly praiaed by every individual i,n the caalle ; yet 
Catherine thought she perceived a busy officiousness in 
eep the counteaa from addressing a private 
: any of the attendants. A few hours pre- 
leceasc of Gewldina, she was visiled by a 
I which she lay quite composed. -At this 
abbot was apprised, that the porter of the 
. Bernard's waited with a letter from that 
"This doubtless is of much importance," 
"or a message would not have been sent 
ir; I will withdraw to the apartment pre. 
do not neglect to apprise me when I may 
our lady, which I wwild wish to do the mo- 
dees : her time will then be short, for this 
slumber is surely the forerunner of her dissolution :" with 
these wards the monk retired. 

The couoteM continued an hour longer in the same 
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state, when she suddenly awoke, and seemed m great 
agony. Catherine, pursuant to the mandate of the monk, 
left the chamber to acquaint him that her dear countesa 
required his presence. As she drew near the door, s'uo 
heard his voice in a loud and angry tone ; she stood ap* 
palled ; but recollecting the emergency of the case that 
hdd occasioned her seeing him, she took courage, and en- 
tered his apartment. A malign expression of anger sat 
upon the countenance of the abbot ; his eyeballs glared 
with terrific wildness, as he paced with hasty strides the 
spacious chamber ; and expressions, ill suited to his holy 
character, feW from his lips, while deep groans spoke the 
anguish o£ his soul. He was so occupied in the subject 
that had caused these emotions, as to be wholly uncon« 
scious of being exposed to observation, till a sigh met his 
ear, and aroused him to a sense of the impropriety of 
which he was guilty, in thus giving way to his feelings, till 
he had secured the door of his apartment against intru- 
ders. He turned hastily, and beheld the lovely, but trem* 
biing Catherine, whose surprise seemed alqpost to bereave 
her of animation. 

The monk, at this 'juncture, widely departed from the 
respectful behaviour with which he had hitherto treated 
the gentle fair one ; for rtidely seizing her arm, he drag- 
ged her into the middle of the room, saying, " Whence 
comes it, presuming girl, that you are a midnight spy on 
my actions V " You mistake," replied Catherine, with 
some degree of spirit, " till now I knew not that the pious 
abbot of St. Bernard's had actions requiring concealment.'* 
He hit his lips in rage, and exclaimed — " You bad acted 
far more- wisely, not to level your sarcasms at me ; it is 
not for a weak woman to judge the conduct of the supe- 
rior of St. Bernard's ; you have not alleged your reason for 
seeking me at this late hour.'* " The countesa requests 
your presence ; she is much altered since you left her ; 
and the chill of death seems to bang on the face of tha 
dear^aint." *'I will hasten," said the abbot, "to com- 
fort her in her dying motnents ; but first hsten to me ; an 
event, as afflicting as unforeseen, has filled my breast with 
passions to which I had long been a stranger, and cer« 
tainly most improper to. display ; but- 

o 
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Catherine availed herself of this pause, to observe, that 
die pitied, in^ead of cotuleinning, the agitation she had 
witnessed. The monk took a missal, that laid ob a table 
near him, " Swear,'* said he, •' never to repeat what you 
have observed this night ; kneel, and I will dictate the 
ibrm of your oath." The words she had to repeat were 
of an awful nature : Catherine shuddered : there was no 
alternative ; and she made the required oath, and was 
then permitted to retire. She hastened to her own chacn* 
ber. Her attendant was not there — a circumstance un. 
expected ; but it gave her pleasure, as she could, without 
exposing herself to observation, ease her surcharged heart 
by tears. 

The abbot had condescended to state, that an afflicting 
event gave rise to his distressing passions. But what ex* 
cess of sorrow could frame a sufficient apology for the 
horrid execrations that had disgraced his lipsf and where- 
fore so. much solemn secrecy required of her, who knew 
not the cause of his perturbation? She could not avoid the- 
conclusion, that, with others, she had wholly mistaken the 
real character of the abbot of St. Bernard's. Her redec* 
tions were interrupted by the entrance of Martha, th^ 
head attendant of the expiring Countess De la Clare. 
Catlierin,e inquired for her dear friend and protectress, and 
if the abbot «•• with ber. Martha replied in the affirma* 
tive, and then observed — " How humane is the good An- 
•elmo, to make such'a long st«y from his abbey, to sooth 
the death-bed of our amiable lady, and teach us resigna- 
tion under oUr unexpected loss ; surely there is not his 
e^ual for every virtuous profession on earth." 
* Martha's eulogiums on the abbot remained unanswered; 
and Catherine, leaning for support on her arm, repaired 
. to the chamber of the countess, where they found the 
monk bending over the couch, in the act of giving a so* 
lemn benediction, and appeared like a 6ne animated statue 
ef piety. Our heroine was at a loss to reconcile this con- 
, tridiction, and beheld with amazement the command An- 
•elmo possessed over his passions; for she was given to 
understand, that he had passed more than an hour in pri- 
vate conference. 

Catherine was clasped in the bosom of her friend, with 
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as much energy as the weak state of the latterinroald. ad- 
mit. Tenderly alSecting were the hlessing and farewell 
the CQimtess bestowed on her favourite: — My Catherine! 
my tender blossom ! reluctantly I leave thee to make thy 
way through a world, where treachery and deceit lurk in 
ambush to stab the innocent and unwary : retain in thy 
mind the admonitions I have given thee. Conscience is 
an unerring monitor ; by that you may scrutinize your 
own deeds. J[ have yet much to say, but agonizing pain 
forbids : — Oh, that pang ! — Abbot; remember your pro- 
mise -, protect your — — »-. Ah ! how I wander, my 
Catherine \ Havel, in this, done wrong"! — some kind an- 
gel whisper to my souV, ere it be too \hte. la an extorted 
vow binding — binding even in death V* The abbot start- 
ed, and placed his hand on the countess's mouth. "Noble 
lady,'* said be, '* thy life has been marked by exemplary 
piety. Let not then guilt stain thy dying hour. Knowest 
thou not that all vows are registered on high ? and a breach 
of one, so solemn as your lips formerly uttered, would be 
perdition to your soul." 

" 1 submit," said the countess, with a sigh, and then told 
Martha to deliver to Catherine a small ivory cabinet, " In 
this, my love, you will find my will, and directions con- 
cerning my funeral ; a letter to ?r\y absent lord, and ano- 
ther for roy son ; .a packet for yumnM, containing some 
advice, and a few irinketa; keep them, and thin cabioeti 
which I have had from my infancy, as memorials of me." 
Catherine was too much afiected to reply : but her looks, 
and the manner in which she pressed the lips of the count- 
ess, portrayed her gratitude. 

It was near the morning's dawn, when Martha summon- 
ed Clara, Catherine's attendant, to assist in leading the 
fair mourner from the chamber where lay the corpse of 
that excellent woman, who had performed the tender of- 
fice of a mother to her infant years : she cast herself on 
her couch, and placed the cabinet on its side, and Martha 
quitted her in tears, to assist in the rites required by the 
countess. (Catherine bade her own domestic to fblloiv; 
she wished to indulge her sorrow unobserved; and she 
continued to weep, till sleep, unsolicited, gave a respite, 
and she did not awake till a late hour in the morning. She 
then determined to open the cabinet, which was an incum- 
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bent duty, as* part of the contents related to the funeral 
rites. In vain she sought it ; in vain sfie inquired ; it was 
not to be found ! she repaired to the abbot for advice re- 
specting the internment, and declare her loss. 

He answered her with quickness — *'It was enough to 
order the burial ;^^ and waved his hand for her to retire. 
Catherine visited the much.loved corpse, and bedewed it 
with tears; she had no one on earth from whom to claim 
protection. Earl De la Clare had never approved of the 
love the countess expressed for her; his son was educated 
in Normandy ; and, during the last twelve years, had been 
but thrice in England to visit his mother; consequently, 
she almost regarded him as a stranger to herself, and sin- 
cerely regretted the loss of her cabinet, as she supposed 
it contained instructions to regulate her proceedings. Tho 
next night she was visited by a dream of an horrific na- 
ture ; fancy presented to view a dreary cavern, and her- 
self in the power of a band df ruffians ; one of whom, 
whose height and visage were formed to inspire terror, 
advanced to plunge a poniard in her bosom; she shrieked^ 
and awoke: it warned some hours to day, In vain she 
courted the return of sleep ; she lay restless and perturb, 
ed, till alarmed by footsteps in her chamber, which evi- 
dently approached her bed ; she leaped from it, exclaim- 
ing, " IJoly angeKs, protect me 1" A dreadful menace 
awed her to silence : the intruder placed something that 
seemed weighty on the table, and left the room. 

When Catherine secured the door against further inter- 
xuption, she returned to her couch, and impatiently waited 
the return of light to discover what the parcel contained 
that was left in so singular a manne^. 

Nothing could equal her surprise at beholding the very 
cabinet whose loss had so much afflicted her: she opened 
it with eager haste ; the letters individually iMdressed to 
the earl and his son, were sealed with the crest of the 
countess, nor did they appear to h^ve been opened ; but 
that addressed to herself was evidently so, and every pa- 
per and article had been inspected. • Nor did the perpe- 
trator of this act take any pains to conceal it. Plunder 
was not the object, for among several valuable articles, 
the bequest of the countess, was a nurse, weiahty with 
gold. ' 6 J^ 
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Who was she to suspect, but the monk Anselmo T No 
vassal of the castle would thus have dared. Her thoughts 
reverted to the death of the countess : it was evident that 
her mind laboured with an important secret, which the 
monk would not allow her to reveal ; and that herself was 
the object of that excellent lady's solicitude, was equally 
certain. In vain she conjectured ; ideas could not bring 
proofs. 

The message the monk had received from the convent 
was, undoubtedly, the cause of his violent rage and emo- 
tion. Catherine was apprehensive, though she knew not 
how to account, even to herself, for that apprehension, that 
she was some way oooaected with these secret transac- 
tions ; or why admimsteir an oath to her 1 — why search so 
minutely through the cabinet^ bequeathed by the countess? 
Deprived of her amiable protectress, she knew not where 
toJook for comfort; hope withdrew its influence, and tho 
future seemed to present Do^ht but miaery — a dull, cheer- 
less blank. 

Catherine was arouaed from these melancholy reflec- 
tions by the entrance of Clara, whose breast seemed la- 
bouring with some important intelligence; Poor Cathe- 
rine mildly demanded the cause of this intrusion. ** Ah, 
my dear lady," replied the girl, *' it is my duty to come to 
you, and warn you of approacl^ng danger." ^ Danger!** 
said the alarmed 'fair one, *' be quick, and explain what I 
have to dread.'' " The abbot is a hypocrite.^ " Hush ! 
fi>r heaven's sake /" said the astonished CdCberine ; '* be- 
ware how you thus pame a roan «f bis reputed holiness." 
'* Oh that deceit can>9a«ime such asnctity !" replied the 
maid ; *< He is even now plotting against thy precious hie ; 
I heard h>tn just now, a's I was coming op the elm walk, 
and so did my sweetheart, Stephano. The abbot was eon- 
versing with a tall portly man, whom, my lover eays, he 
is sure, by his appearance, is some bapdit captain, for 
his belt is full or weapons, and be ha^a horn slung by 
bis side. » 

" Wo perceived them advancing towjp^ds us, and fear- 
ful that the abbot would reprove us for wvJkfng out alone, 
(though I am sure we neither meant nor4id harm) W 
slipped behind the great treo the deax countess was^so 
fond of^ and it chanced that they sat down on the very 
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bench that is under the shade of its venerable brauchesr, 
so that we could not help hearing every word that was 
said, though we did not purposely waylay them ; they 
were continuing some dreadful discourse ; and I think the 
nbodit the better man of the two ; for he said, * I have 
seen the lady Catherine ; on my soul sho is a lovely maid ; 
1 should be loth to harm ber. Is there no other way to 
appease your wrath 7' 'None, on my soul,' replied the 
monk ; ' she is a thorn rankling in my bosom, and must be 
removed ; refuse me what I ask, and she dies (which I 
would not wish) by my owa hands. I hi^d awarded her 
a better destiny, but she is too shrewd — too penetrating ; 
she may now,, fbr what I know, possess my dearest secret, 
and hurl me from my present pinnacle of fame/ 

* ' Admit her to your coofidence,*^ said his companioit ; 
* own yourself for what yottafey a«flr> my life on it, for her 
honour and fidelity.' ' No !' thundered out the monk. 
They both arose and walke^Lstrongly arguing, to some 
distance : we ran hither,^— for Stephano only waits in the 
outer chamber ; you have money and jewels enough, my. 
. dear mistress, to keep yourself in an elegant retirement all 
your days. Let us fir with you, far from haughty earls 
and intruding monks. 

Catherine deliberated^ Cfaira had shocked her ; but she 
knew not how to act. Afler some consideration she dis* 
niissed her, with a promise of fixing how to act by the 
morning's dawn. " Shall i wait to undress you ?" said 
the anxious gtrW^-Xettherine replied in the negative — " f 
am not yet sleepy, and it^nav probably be some hours be- 
- fore I retire to my OQueh.'^ Bb«^ «at weeping, with her 
eyes fixed on vacaacy, tttl she was painfally aroused b** 
1 the entrance of the abbot ; be pulled a dagger from un. 
der bis cloak, and pointed it to her breast r ** Follow roe,'' 
i||id he, V and do not speak a word, or that i^ant is your 
lili|t!" . Tb^y descended the back staw, and he hurried 
tbwigh the grounds, till they were beyond the precincts 
of R^kvale castle, when he, remorseleisly, delivered her 
to a groupe of armed men ; the chief of whom fiung bis 
arfos around her, and impetuously hurried ber forward, en- 
joining silence. 

Catherine felt rea<*y to expire, and conid scarcely pro* 
lerve herself from sinking to the earth. They had pro» 
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needed to SMiie diataneef when the grovpe was middenljr 
met by a party of horaeman, who demanded whither they 
were proceeding. Before the men could reply, Catherine 
shrieked alond. ^' By hearen 1 know that voice !" said 
one of the strangers ; ''you are conveying ber.hy force 
from Rock vale." A serious conflict ensued, and the fair 
one soon found, that those who were attempting her res- 
cue^ were the earl and his son, with their suite of attend* 
ants, who had just arrived fnm Normandy. . Victory be* 
gan to declare for them, for they being mounted on horse* 
■back was a great advantage. 

Juat at the instant Catherine began to felicitate herself 
on their progress, the earl feU frani his sieed, with a deep 
groan, beneath the sword of the c\uef bandit, who gave 
a savage shout of joy, and exclaimed, " Walter has tri- 
umphed ! — Siward I behold the roan you have so basely 
injured ! — you thought you had k>og since sent me Ui the 
grave ; but I survived ray wound^ and heaven is just in 
its retribution." 

Lord Henry drew near to avenge the earl, but he per* 
ceived and prevented him. '* Secure him," said he, ** and 
convey him to the castle, but by no means take his life." 
This was easily done. Three of the banditti were slain, 
and the others fled. The men made a titter of part of their 
luggage, on which they Vaid the eart. Liord Henry took 
Catherine on his horse ; Wakev was boond on another, 
guarded by four domestics ; and in tbm order Ihey pro* 
ceeded to the caBtlCy to the asUmisfameat of the warded 
and domestics, who were assembled in the hall, and had 
not even missed the lady Catherine from her cfaaml>er. 

The earl was conveyed into a saloon, and laid on a set* 
tee ; Walter gloomily followed. *' Secure the abl>ot !** 
said he ; '' Siward, you cannot live long ; my end is also 
approaching, for I am taken in toils from which I cannot 
escape — Let us then employ the time left us in doing jus. 
tice to the injured fair one and her mother, who now lingers 
out a wretched eviatence in the oonvent of St. BemardV. 

.Just at this instant, the monk entered the saloon ; he 
had been in his chancer, at a distant pert of the building, 
and had neither heard the bustle,^ nor been apprised, by 
any one, of tbo return of CethennOf accompanied by tha 
earl and his retiiiue* 
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He now beheld the grouse with an astonishment that 
beggars description : he was going to retire, but tlie ban- 
dit, perceiving his intention, called out— *^ Stop him ! An- 
gelo of Rockvale, brother to Si ward,~eommands you, and he 
will answer for what may be called an outrage against the 
church." The servants rushed forward to obey ; but the 
monk, drawing forth a poniard, thrust it to the hilt in his 
G(wn bosom, saying, *' i will not survive disgrace." He 
called Catherine to him — '^You need not fear me now; 
by heaven I loved thee, even when plotting against thee ; 
come, and pardon thy cruel father!" *^ Father !"' said 
Catherine— she took his baud ; heard him pronounce a 
blessing on her head, and fainted. When she recovered, 
he was no more, and they were in the* act of removing his 
corpse. 

Lord Henry presented her with a key, which he said 
belonged to a casket of the late abbot, that would be found 
at the priory of St. Bernard's. He bequeathed it to you» 
continued his lordship, while you were insensible. Ca- 
therine thanked him, and entreated permission to retire to 
her chamber, whither he assisted Clara to lead her afflict- 
ed mistress. 

. She did not close her adiing eyes till long after the 
break of day, and then opened them to hear the melan- 
eholy intelligence of earl Siward's death ! he expired, 
pardoning his brother : be said, '* He had deserved what 
he met with from Angelo's hands;" and strictly command- 
ed bis son Jiot to hurt a hair of his head ; to remember 
he was his uncle ; to let him depart wheresoever he pleased, 
without molestation ; and if cuny inquiries were made, a» 
to the cause of his death, to ascribe it to the skirmish in 
which they had been engaged ; but not to implicate the 
supposed Walter. 

The next day, at the desire of Ang^lo, every individual 
concerned was aasembled to hear what he had to sslate^ 
as an elucidation of the various ciieumstancee alluded to, 
which he did in nearly these words >— 

*' Siward and myself were the only childfen of Bohua, 

Earl de la Clare» who was left a wm&mer while we wer& 

very young. I am sorry to say, he was guilty of partia- 

-lity : he loved me more then my brother ; and, instead of 

wisely concealing it, he fre^nently avowed it, and wa» 
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more thati onee heard to lament that I was not his first 
bora. Si ward soon hated me for this preference, though 
I strove by -every means to conciliate his esteem and love ; 
but his rugged nalare was not to be soflened by these kind 
eijdeavours, ajid be never sufiered the least occasion to 
pass, ia.whioh he eooM iajure me in the good opinion of 
my father, and in time certainly greatly weakened bis af. 
fection« 

^^At length, fate placed me wholly in his power, and 
caused my complete ruin. A cottager, on our estate, had 
a iovely sister; the fair Rosetta attracted the notice both 
of myself and hrother« liis purposes were illicit. I pri* 
vately married he? ; 1 could not endure to blight so much 
•nnocence and beauty, and thought she bad virtue to adorn 
any station. « 

'^ My allowance was splendid ; and i maintained my 
wife and children in aa elegant retirement. My brother 
could not discover where she was gone, and reproached 
me with having seduced and concealed bar. I denied the 
charge. Four years after our marriage, he discovered the 
whole truth, and reported it to. my lather, with rtmny ma. 
licious additions. He cursed me; for what he termed a 
stain upon our family honours. I was disinherited, and 
forbidden bis sight. 

^^ Nought remaining to me but my late mothev'sjointaro, 
I resolved to embark Cor B(Sme ibreign kingdom with my 
family, and try my-Juck in cmameree. When I repaired 
to the retreat where I bad. placed my Aoselta and her in« 
iants, I found all my treasures stolen from me. The very 
building was erased. I heard from a peasant, that the 
dear inhabitants had been forced away by ruffians, and 
* the house pillaged and burnt to the ground. I fell to the 
earth, and when I recovered, which was not till after the 
lapse of many* days and' weeks, I found myself iu a ca. 
▼em, surrounded by persons whom I soon perceived to be 
banditti. They told me they bad diaoovered me on the 
ground, and bad conveyed me to their retreat. In their 
captain I discovered an exiled noble, whom I had been in- 
timate with beibre his disgrace* 

" They made proposals to me, and I became lieutenant 
of the band. As we eheitered in the ruins of St. Anne's, 
in the vicinity of Siward's castle, I was on the spot to make 
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observations on what what passed, and endeavoared to 
gain tidings of my beloved wife and children. Alas! too 
soon 1 kriow all. One of the vassals belonging to Siward, 
having received a blow from him, found means to join our 
community ; he confessed he* had aided Siward in the de« 
struction of my family. My little ones perished tbfXHigli 
the damps of the dungeon into which they were thrown i 
my dear Rosetta was dishonoured 1^ my brother ! and, 
resolving not to survive this atrocious act, she perished by 
her own hand ! I vowed vengeance against Siward, and 
carefully concealed myself from him. He knew not of 
my destination till many years after, when we met near 
St. Bernard's, as' he was wandering about. He looked so 
wretched that I could have pitied him, had he not attack- 
ed me, and thus renewed my rage. I told him, with bit- 
ter reproaches, how generously I had acted towards his 
wife and child when they were wholly in my power. To 
my surprise he did not know the circumstance. He ques- 
tioned me concerning it ; and, from my answers, found 
the countess had rescued a youth, whose dress I described, 
from the cavern ; and to screen myself firom the venge- 
ance of the captain, I was obliged to dig up a part of the 
dungeon, and pretend I had interred him. 

**'Your tale is false!' exclaimed my brother; 'you 
have leagued with my wife to deprive me of Christabelle: 
she was thus disguised, and now you avow it, to make me 
wretched ; but thus will I punish you.' He took me off 
my guard, and stabbed me several tiroes in the body, till 
he supposed life was fled : in this situation I was found by 
some of the banditti ; they perceived some faint signs of 
life, and succeeded in restoring me to my senses. With 
an additional cause of hatred to Siward, I sought him, but 
he was so seldom at Rockvale, I could not complete my 
design, till that wretched night, when we so fatally, and 
unsought for, met. 

'* A few years shice, a dreadfhl event placed me in tha 
power of the abbot Anselmo, and he offered me life, if I 
Would become his confidant, and perform such seknces as 
be should occasionally require oi me and my band, (for I 
had just then succeeded their late captain ;) I agreed, and 
was bound to him by oath. I found that he was the re. 
verse of every thing holy, and his private pleasures were 



of the m«Mil ticentiotta kind ; he was of noble birth, and at 
first secreted in a mboaslcry from fiohtical mouves; after- 
ward he made it bis ehoice, as a wide range in which he 
might, by hypoeriHy^ obtain fame and weahb, at the same 
time that be revelted in secret vices. 

'* He confessed to me, that when employed by tbe cooati 
ess to guard Cbristabeile to the convent at Huntingdon, 
he had treacherously conveyed her to the only remaining 
tower of St. Anne's, under the care of a ruffian and bis 
wife, whom be had secured to him by interest ; he could 
not win her to his love» but force succeeded : she bore him 
a son, but he died a few days afler ; she next gave birth 
to a daughter, who was named Catherine, whom she 
sucklted at her breast, till her senses fled ; for she hated 
Anselmo, and had long been drooping into a settled me- 
lancholy. The monk contrived, by means of a secret 
passage from St. Anne's to the castle, to place tbe iniant 
m tbe care of her aunt, tbe Countess De la Clare. Chris, 
tabelle was taken to the convent of St. Catherine's, an J 
recommended to tbe eare of the abbess as a maniac lady 
of property. She sufiered most unexampled cruelties, 
from the tyraqny of tbe superior, till the death of the lat« 
ter occurred, when, happily for the poor sufferer, the ab- 
bess was succeeded by one possessing a tender heart ; her 
kindness realored ChristabeUe lo her senses, and she told 
her wronga* Tbe abbess heard with pity and astonish, 
ment ; but she knaw it was of do avail to expose the ah* 
bot ; his power would crush her. She made inquiries af. 
tor Catherine, and delighted her mother with the fond ac- 
count ,* and, after which, first having taken an oath nsit to 
discover herself to her sister or daughter, she was permit, 
ted to be a spectator of the countess's fete, in honour of 
the latter's birthday. 

*< This was not managed so secretly, but it came to the 
knowledge of Anselmo, who took his measures accord- 
ingly. The abbess was soon no more! and Cbristabeile 
was confined. in a grated cell. The night on which the 
connteBS died, Cbristabeile, by some means, effected her 
escape. The abbot was apprised of it^ and became out-^ 
ra^eohs ; he sought her, and I was commissioned to seek 
her : I soon found the fair fugitive, and conveyed her back 
to the convent. ^ 
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" Catherine was hateful to Jier fatber. To me was 
given the command to remove the lovely girl from the cas- 
tle, and to destroy her. I did consent, but it was to save 
her from perdition. You know the rest. Christabell« is 
not a professed nun ; and may, with eas^, be restored to 
the arms of her daughter. For myself, I have determin* 
ed on a pilgrimage to the holy land, and shall, in a few days, 
take my departure. I have spilt my brother's blood ; but 
my revenge has filled me with torments indescribable." 

The earl and countess were committed to one grave, 
the day Angelo lefl ;the castle. Anselmo was interred at 
St. BernarcTs. Catherine became /ich by bis bequest and 
her mother's fortune, which had remained till now un- 
claimed|> and was now given up to her. 

Henry had urged his father to come to England, when 
he heard the alarming state of his mother; they arrived 
too late to see her ; but, from |he moment of his rescuing 
Catherine, he became enamoured with her person, and 
within twelve months after, they were united. 

Christabelle came to reside wiih them; and the atten- 
tion of her daughter and nephew restored her to traaqiiil- 
lity. In her latest moments shfe regretted Waltheof ! the 
concealed miniature was his ! and the ring she wore had 
been his gift, and intended fpr tHeir union. 

The new earl and countess of Rockvale lived in a man* 
ner the most happy to themselves, and exemplary to others; 
and ca9c6fully avoided the shadow of any dislH>nouring ao* 
tibn. 

The banditti were routed horn the ruins 6f St. Anne's, ^^ 
and an elegant mansion built on its scite, where the fam^y 
removed : for Rockvale, on account of the melancholy 
scenes they had witnessed ia it, was by no means a de- 
sirable residence to them. 

They spared, in the paths of virtue, a numerous and 
loTely offspring. And if ever sighs were heiird from the 
bosoms o^. the noble pair, they were given to the remem- 
brance of past — but not present sorrows ; for their days 
Were untouched by guilt or mlsfortunet. ^ 
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THE VICTIM OF SEDUCTINN 



Of all the vices which havR Btained tho ftdr face of 
human nature, and sf tewed Ut^yA,^i of ]ife with rankling 
thorns, none have been more fatally conspicuous than 
Adulter/ and Seduction — fiends en^^endered by illicit 
passion and licentious habits, to annihilate domestic bhss 
and affection, aud rend asunder every social tie. 

Seduction, the foundation of the following narrative^ 
is not a solitary crime, comrdencing and ending in itself; 
but it is the parent of multitudes : as H**, Goldsmith 
most justly observes, in his Yica? of Wakefield, when 
speaking of the betrayed OUvia. Primrose, ^^ it leads to 
<ieception, perjury, and hatred ; arid, in many insiances, 
murder itseif has been its produce." 

The story of AdeHne, the Victim of Seduction, is 
founded on a melancholy fact that occurrf^.d at the 
Jbeginning of the present century : the heroine of the tale 
was lovely, tall, and elegantly formed ; her whole ap- 
pearance prepossessing, but fragile, and delicate as one 
Qf the first flowerets of spring. 

Adeline had been early deprived of maternal care and 
solicitude, by the unsparing hand of death, — her mother 
died with grief in consequence of a report, that her 
beloved husband had fallen in battle : this report, al . 
though eventually proved to be faiso, took such strong 
bold OQ her feelings, that even the welcome presence of 
her adored Edward came too late to save her :•* -hor whole 
soul had received a shock too powerful for e /en affection 
ta remove : the lovely mourner drooped, and in \k:s» thnn 
a month she expired in tiie arms of her.af&icted partner t 
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The dying moments of the mother were embittered by 
the reflection that her* Adeline, her only child, would be 
but too soon destitute of that watchful protection which 
none but a mother can afibrd : as her lasf, her dying 
request, she recommended, in the most earnest terms^ 
the little Adeline to his fatherly care. This he solemnly 
promised ; and further vowed, for her sake, never again 
to enter into the matrimonial state ; but to devote his 
whole attention t9 their darling child. That he faithfully 
kept his word, the sequel will prove* 

In s^ short a time subsequent to the funeral of his 
lamented Sophia, as his domestic arrangements would 
permit, the youthful widower returned to his military 
duties ; from which he had, indeed, only obtained leave 
for a temporary absence, on receiving the distressing in- 
telligence of his wife's serious indisposition. 

The allied army had several warmly-contested engage- 
ments, and in •ne of these, St. Everard unfortunately 
received several shotp in his eyes, which deprived him of 
sight Soon after this accident a liberal* pension was 
awarded to -our brave, but unfortunate, officer; and upon 
this he retired to a jieat villa^ situated in one pf the 
6erman,st&tes. 

Adeline was now a most valuable solace to her father ; 
her reading to him, lier music, and, above all, her sweet 
converse, and affectionate attentions and endearments, 
reconciled him to life under the severe privation with 
which he was afflicted ; and he soon became reconciled 
to his bereaved fate. 

Adeline inherited from nature much of her deceased 
parent's w^irmth of heart and keen sensibility: a strong 
susceptibility often displayed itself; her father perceived 
it, and felt a lively alarm for the future fate of this lovely 
girl: that she were indeed 'iovelv, the recollection of 
what her unfolding features were, at the time when he 
could gaze on them with parental delight^ assured hi|n * 
they were doubly imprinted on his memory, in her exAct 
resemblance of his «till-regretted Sophia ; and that her 
attractions daily improved, he gathered from the obser- 
vations of all around ; yet this but added to his solicitude 
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The anxious St. Evemd made no diroct obsenratioM 
o Adeline as to this trait in her temper and d^spowtiooj 
but he selected such books for her perusal as best tended 
to strengthen the mind and correct the judgment; and 
in the reiiiarks he occasionally made on them, he pointed 
out the* difference between real feehng and sensibiHty. 
He, however, found this, her mling passion, deeply fixed 
in her heart ; nature had bid it glow, maternal sympathy 
had nourished its early existence,-it had taken root m 
a congenial soil, and insinuated itself into her very being: 
vwn, therefore, were her fathers endeavours to eradica e 
tlus bwaefuV weed of nature's wildest growth. A tale 
of woer of auffenng, or oppresaiou, drew from Adehne 
such eneigy of expression, as often raised her boding 
father's fears, startled into consciousness by the vehe- 
mency of her manner. But could he have seen the ex- 
pression of her countenance, at sorrow's artless ta e ; or 
beheld thefiretNat shot through iie long silken lashes 
that shaded her bright blue eyes, when the victim of 
unmerited persecution told htrnarrative of woe, his fears 
would indeed have been much aggravated. 1 he veor 
seclusion in which theylived, the ignorance of the world, 
and its manners, in which iheir ruml reUrement kept the 
fair maiden, added to the seeds of romance wtaeh grew 
with her growth, and strengthened with her strength. All 
around seemed, to her, an Edea blooming with luxiinant 
sweets : she dreamed not of the serpents which lurked 
beneath, eager to sting the unsuspecting victim, or rob it 
of repose. |n ffLct, she was happy in innocence, and art- 
less as tlie dove ; tenderly loving the author of her 
being, beloved by him in return, and satisEed with herself 
and all around her. 

Out of the Umited income enjoyed b^ the respected 

Edward St. Everard, a certain porUon was, r*.^^ J » 

consent, uivatiabiy set apart by h« ^"^^*J^*^ ,.^f^**,^^] 

for the relief of the neighbouring poor, to be distributed 

among them as occasion might require. For this pur- 

pose, she would visit the abodes of misery and want, 

knd, like a guarding angel, minister to their relief ; while 

the feeling manner in which she bestowed her gifts, and 

the iriterest she took in their welfare, endeared her to 

them all ; and the daughter of St. Everard was httle less 

than idolized by the villagers. 

b3 
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Albert soon became a great favourite with St. Evc^nird; 
his conversation and sentinsents were peculiarly pleasing 
to that gentleman, and many an hour was whiled away in 
recounting the events of former days, — a topic which 
particularly delighted the gallant veteran : Albert was 
deeply versed in the history of £uro]>e ; and it yielded 
a melancholy pleasure to St. Everard to listen to the 
detail of occurrences, in some of which he had taken 
an active, often a conspicuous part. But these hoursy 
happy as the father considered them, were fraught with 
danger to the daughter : St Everard was indeed blind ; 
not aware of the personal attractions of his guest he 
dreamed not of their influence ; he witnessed not the 
language of the eyes, — ^that language so well understood 
by lovers, — and in which volumes were conveyed to the 
heart of Adeline, who, till now, f«^lt not the slightest 
preference for any man, beyond esteem and friendship. 

St. Everard, immediately descended from a, noble 
family, had much of German prejodices and pride ; and 
much the gentle Adeline feared that he would never 
consent to unite his fate with the daughter of one who 
was indebted to his own industry and talents for a 
livelihood. There was also another drawback to her 
ideal scheme of happiness^-she could not endure the 
thought of depriving her father' of those services and 
attentions he had always received' from her, and which 
any alteration in her circumstances must so materially 
affect* Albert, too, might not approve of her devoting 
so great a portion of her time to her parent's comforts : 
besides, even supposing the best, she could not expect 
-Albert would take up his residence at the Villa; and 
to remove her father from it, would be & step bordering 
on cruelty ; for custom hacl rendered every walk and 
^ every room familiar to him, and the few people with 
whom he associated in the village were endeared to him ; 
and at his time of life, and with his affliction, it was ne.it 
to impossible that he could familiarize himself with 
strange places and strange people. Reflections like 
Uiese cost our hapless m^den many a sleepless nighti 
and many a flood of tears. 

Albert was frequently absent from the Parsonagei 
ed ia business in the city, as be afflrmed ; to the 
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regret of tts inhobitants, ^rho delighted in Ids company. 
On these occasions, Adeline strove to attain indiflRsrence 
and to forget him as her lover; but still his image 
reigned triumphant in her breast; and, almost tmcon- 
scions of herself, she would proceed to the Parsonage, 
and there talk of him, until his return bcuiished all her 
specious reasonings, and put all her half-formed resolvej 
to flight. 

Albert, that he might be as oflen as possible at the 
Tilla, without seeming intrunive to St. Everard, proposed 
to punt on canvas, a whole-length portrait of the lovely 
Adeline. Tbis ber father declined \ alleging, as a reason, 
that be should be insensible to tbo merit of the perform* 
ance ; and, consequently, unable to derive any pleasure 
irom it. — Yet, wishing to encourage the abilities of his 
young friend, who expressed himself somewhat chagrined 
at the refusal, St Everard proposed that his own portrait 
8hoij|d be taken: — <' It will serve, said the veteran, 
'* for a gift to my child, and as a memento of a father 
who tenderly loved her, when that father reposes- in the 
nienltomb." * 

Adeline^s gentle heart was touched : falling at bis feet, 
her eyes filled with tears, and her heart throbbing aa if it 
would burst, she clasped his knees, and exclaimad,— 
** O my revered and only parent, far, far distant be that 
hapless hour !— -an hour, Heaven grant I may never live 
to see, and ^ ^ 

*' Hush ! hush, Adeline !" said her father, interrupting 
her : <* it is reversing the kindly order of nature, to wither 
the branch before the root is decayed : yet, alas ! this Is 
not unfrequently the case. But God's will be done ! and 
to him we wiH leave these awful dispensations, and turn 
to another subject." 

The painting of the portrait was a friendly pretext 
to the lovers ; and deception was the first crime of St. 
Everard^s daughter, though, as yet, not materially trans* 
grossing. Ease and security at length lessened the can* 
tion of the youthful pair; and it was not long before 
Bome sentences, overheard by the old officer, joined to 
aaveral hints given .him by an elderly maiden lady, in 
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&e vicinity, a complete Duenna to the daugKterar of her 
acquaintances, awakened, the father to a conviction of 
his imprudence, and he trembled when he reflected on 
what might be the consequences. The alteration which 
his countenance evinced, soon dispelled the confidence 
into which a fhlse security had lulled the lovers, and 
convinced the enamoured artist that his visits were less 
agreeable than formerly to Si. Everard: and he daily 
expected to hear his dismissal pronounced. 

In vain did Albert Mora use all the influence love bad 
given him over the virgin heart of Adeline, to perauade 
her to a clandestine, marriage: he represented to her 
the declining health of St. Everard, which was indeed 
too visible, offering to bind himself by the most solemn 
vows, if she complied, -never to remove her from the 
Villa, or claim her as a wife, till she were indeed an 
orphan. Adeline would not yield : fihal love gave her 
resolution, and strengthened her mind to withstand ^both 
the tempter and the temptation ; dear as Albert was (o 
her, she felt that the increasing infirmities of her father 
gave him a claim upon her heart, too sacrei^ for even 
love to dispute. Influenced by these considerations, she 
,told Albert, she could never be his, without her father's 
knowledge ; for a marriage with him, unsanctioned by 
his presence, she could never consider legal ; nor could 
she be happy under any such circunastances. 

Albert, bidding her a slight adieu, left her, apparently 
mncb chagrined at her determination ; and the next day, 
a note, written most laconically, though in an unupbraid- 
ing style, informed Adeline, he had quitted the Parson- 
age for ever. Grief took possession of her heart, as a 
tenant that neither remonstrance nor persuasion could 
eject. She did not regret remaining with her father, 
yet she regretted the loss of her lover. — The truth wns, 
she could not define her feelings, but drooped daily. 

The solicitude of a tender parent is soon awakened; 
uid the senses of the blind are generally purer fW)ni 
their attention not being diffused to optical subjects, or 
occupied by the varieties that engage the mind' through 
the medium of the eyes. He heard Adelme's sighs and 
suppressed sobs more than once'5 and while folding her 
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to his bosoBA, and enquiring if the were indiiipoaedy te 
wais mere than once conscious that a tear bedewed his 
hand ; — yet she averred she was well, perfectly welL 
Jttut her anxious friends told him, she looked pale, and 
drooping, as a fadiofj^ flower : her voice was now l^nyiid^ 
and the music and song neglected. 

Sl Everard had too mnch^ penetration to be loig ia 
doubt as to the cause of Adeline's despondency, and hm 
watched for an opportunity to make a trial as to the stat« 
of her heart. It was often' her task to read to him th» 
works of the most celebrated writers ; and on this occar* 
aion he selected a tale that treated of love, vurtnous and 
honoumble, but disappointed, and fatal in its soqoel 
through the inter/erence of their respective (amilies. 
She read till hor evaotiooB overpowered her ; and closing 
the volume with' a burst of tears, exclaimed, '^ Ah I how 
much were these victims to be pitied!^ St £verard 
spoke of Albert, and her sorrow redoubled. He strove, 
and succeeded in winning the confidence of his child,' 
whidi, as h^ observed to her, he ought never to have 
been without ; and learned, to his surprize, bow far mat- 
ters had proceeded. He highly praised the meritorious 
conduct of his daughter in refusing the clandestine mar- 
riage ; and he regarded Albert's absenting himself in a 
favonrahle - light, and worthy of reward. J^ejudice and 
pride gave way to afiectidn ; he generously resolved to 
make the lovers happy, and to share with them his iade* 
pendaace in such a manner as would best meet ihQ wiahos 
of Adeline, and promote the interest of Albert. 

With this intent, he despatched a domestic for AL 
Solani, with a request to see him at the YUla at his first 
leisure. The worthy curate lost no time in attemling 
his mocbHrespected friend, and was soon at the Villa. 
St. Everard, anxious thai this interview should be unin*. 
temApted, had previiMisly sequested Ad<riine to convey ji 
small sum he had that morning promised to one of his 
casual pensioners in the next vilh^pe : and she set out 
with her little attendant, not in the least suspecting thai 
herself and Albeit were to be the subjects of the oonf#* 
fence between her father and M. Solani. 

It was not without surprise thai St Everard learooA 
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that the residence of Albert Mora was not known to the 
Curate ; but when he imparted his intentions, M. Solani» 
eager to promote the felicity of two yoimg persons, 
whom he so much respected, and whom he considered as • 
formed in temper, disposition, and inclination, so suit- 
able to each other, offered to go personally to the city, 
and seek him out, adding, " I suppose there will be Uttle 
difficulty in finding an artist so clwrer as our young friend: 
he must be very popular, and much resorted to by per- 
sons of the most distinguished rank, or he would not be 
able to live and appear in a! style so far above medi- 
ocrity." 

This friendly offer was gratefully accepted; arid the 
next day M. Solani proceeded to the city, which was 
not more than three losses distant, t9 execute his 
mbsion, to the great joy of his amiable spouse, who 
anticipated much domestic delight in the union of Albert 
and Adeline ; and she overwhelmed her good man with 
messages to tile former, and then seizing her own babe 
in hei arms, smothered her with kisses, and taught her 
to hold up her hands and lisp a prayer for the happiness 
of her godmother. 

The kind matron, and every one concerned, had, 
however, to experience an unlooked-for disappointment 
to the fruition of their hopes, not' tn Albert's rejection of 
Adeline's hand, but, what appeared even still stranger, 
hn was not to be found : none knew such a person, not 
, even the artists of his own profession, for M. Solani was 
indefatigable in his inquiries, nor desisted whilst the 
least prospect of success remained. And then, and not 
till then, he returned home. 

« Where is Albert,*' asked his wife, « that you are 
come alone ?" and the curate's explanation ^ve rise to 
many conjectures between the worthy pair. But in this, 
as in most cases of the sort, they fell Ar distant from the 
tru^'. 

St Everard was indeed hurt at the failure of bin pliem:, 
not on his own account, for unconnected with the 
happiness of his darling, the union was not one consist- 
ent with his ideas of propriety* He felt pleased ithat 
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M. Solani*s jpumey was unknown to Adeline ; at leMt* 
as to its object ;. and it was now resolved that it should 
remain a secret, lest the uncertain fate and situation ot 
her lover might add fre«h poignancy to her grief, oa 
wnich time might probably havo a salutary eficct. And» 
that no fuel m^ght be unadvisedly added to the flame, it 
was agreed that a name so fatally interesting to her, 
should be mentioned no more in her hearing. , 

A few months elapsed unmarked by any particular 
•vent, except that St. Bverard was at times rather more, 
indjksposed than usual; and that Adeline, if not really 
happier, was calmer; she aiippressed her grief, lest it 
should excite the attention of her father, and increase 
Jiis disorder, till at length she benefitted by the effort, 
and actually became — what she appeared to be — more; 
resigned to her way ward. fate. 

This apparent tranqfuillii;^'' was, however, only the pre* 
lude of a more dreadful event : Adeline was missing on , 
a sudden. She had been to the Curate's, wlio escorted 
her to within sight of thaYilla; but she did not arrive , 
there, flight came^ and her father felt uneasy at her 
dnusual stay ; he felt a presentiment that ho^ould not 
much longer enjoy that peace and Serenity #lich had| 
ever since his residence there, undisturbedly presid^flP^in 
the persons of his own fanuly, and even extencto4f> itself 
to those who dwelt around* - *-< 

■ 

He heard footsteps coming along the lawn. ^< Heie 
comes the Uttle chit," said, he ; '* how I will scold her : 
Can I scold her ? oh no, not for chatting with M. Solaai* 
What a gossiping sex it is !" — ^The door opened, ** My 
dearest Adeline," said he, '< how unhs^^py has your stMT 
made me ! what rendered you so negligent of my SMf 
1 ings {" But it was not his ^piaghter thAt entered ; it was 
the Curate, accompanied. |;if hL» wife, who, having heard, 
that AdeUne was missin^^came to tender their assjfctaoce ., 
to. tiie bereaved father. _ 9|fir 

Bt Everard was ^Mi|yi|p fliaa distracted; nevirdid 
he so severely fi^el the^HP^of his 6ighi% a loss that pm- • 
vented his seeking, afler his child. ' £ven. aa it was, he > 
would have rushed outJ. and wandered he Unew not 
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whither ; but at length, subdued by the voice of reason^ 
and convinced of the utter impossibility of rendering an^ 
aervice, with the certainty of involving himself in danger, 
and adding to the present calamity, he resigned himself 
to his fate, and indulged in unavailing regret 

The loss of Adeline served as a stimulus to every* 
person in the neighbourhood to endeavour to trace her ; 
mothers commanded their sons^ and wives entreated 
their husbands to join in the search ; but- the most active 
•xertions proved vain, and not the least trace could be 
discovered. Even the ponds and rivulets were dragged. 
Under the dread of suicide; "but, happily, no confirmar 
tion of such a horrid event took place ; and the people, 
wearied out with exertionsi desisted, though with regret. • 
A careful person, recommended by the Solani's, was taicen 
into the Villa, to watch over and attend the afflicted vete-. 
ran, who mourned incessantly for his child ; and ^' Ade- 
line, dear Adeline ?*' was for ever bursting from his lips* 
Hard indeed must have been the 4ieart that could refuse 
^y to the bereaved parent, when he was beheld with 
upright hands ; *< Oh !" he would exclaim, " did I but 
know her fafp ! but this incertitude is dreadful. «If she 
Jives, she mist be indeed wretched : torn thus from roe, 
fbrc|^on^an withhold her from wy arms for so long a 
penH; For not even the voice of an angel would lead 
me to tflieve she voluntarily forsook her bUn^ father ; ho 
m lOxd knew so tenderly doated on her. No ; it caa- 

t be ; even Albert, loved as he was, failed in this." 




Adeline had been absent more than a month, when fi 
lettm' arrived at the Villa, directed to St Everard, and 
M* Solani was sent for to read it It staled that Adeline 
was safe and happy, and would be more so, when she 
felt conscious that her father's mind was easy by know- 
ing she was sa& ; she said thib present secresy was indi»> 
peiisible for tK continuance of rbcr prosperity | iPit «h6 
trtisted 4 time wo^^nive, and^at at no distant p<driod^ 
when the necesai^H^Ki^^, and she should be again 
leturned to the aimdP^jj^^n dear parent. 




«« Is it i» Adeflle's haiSMI^Ii^ asked tlie MOMMi 
felher : the curate replied ii|#he negative^ 
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« Would to heaven," said Su Evenurd, « that my 
•servants had seized the messei^er ; yet they were not to 
blarney for they knew not he bore intelligence concerning 
our lost treasure, and the raan, who, they tell me, wai 
on horseback, galloped off the instant he had delivered 
the letter : no doubt such were his previous instructions.'* 
Then again reverting to the letter, he despondingly er- 
claimed — " Satisfaction, does she say 1 — Oh no I there 
is no such thing as satisfaction to be gleaned from it 
It assures me, indeed, that A.deUne lives ; but is that (iH 
I ought to gather, to please me ? — ?^ > : I own I have 
the worst of fears arising from this mystery, — a mystery 
truly inexpUcable ; no prior events or circumstances call 
for it, either in her late mother's famity, or my own: 
thas I can trace it to no source, except one^-and that 
It is madness to think upon — that her beauty has proved 
fatal to her. Kven had she consented to eJope with 
Albert, there could be do reason for coocealment afler 
marriage. Surely, «ne would think, they would, before 
this, have endeavoured to be reconciled to , me : — my 
well-known love for Adeline would. have given them 
couraffe." 

Thus argued the blind veteran, but the Curate and 
his wife couAd not avoid implicating the young artist in 
tb^tr own mind^, though certainly they feH surprised at 
a conduct which appeared to (hem as inconsistent as it 
was undutfful. Still, they indulged a hope that aH 
would be welJ, and Adeline yet re-appear to bless ber 
father. But she came not, and St. Everard became truljr 
pitiable. Grief soon bowed down his wasted form ; and 
even time served only to augment his load of sorrow. 
Company became irksome to him;, indeed, his house now 
afforded no attractions to visitors; and, except «^en 
cheered by the occasional presence of M* Solani and his 
vile, his constant, soothing friends, he brooded in un* 
cheered solitude. 

It is now time to account for the myi^erioiis and pain- 
ful absence of our fair heroine, who was mtiocent of any 
previous design as to an dopoment She h^, on that 
evening, felt more than usually cheerful, and was hasten- 
ing home to her fond father, eager t6 impart to him some 
pleasing tidings she had heard concerning a young lady 
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in whose welfare they ^ere much interested, from aome 
very peculiar circumstances that introduced her to their 
notice, -unconnected with this history. 

M. Solani had scarce bidden her good night, and re- 
traced 'his steps a short distance, when Adeline was 
surrounded by a number of men, who managed so dex- 
terously as to prevent the slightest sound escaping from 
her lips, and who, hurrying her down a lane, lifted ber 
into a carriage that was waiting; when the horses set 
off full spe^d. A relay of horses waited for them on the 
road, and the journey continued several hours. Refresh- 
ments were provided in the carriage, which were frequently 
oflered to Adeline, and as frequently refused. Her com- 
f>aDions, however, who were not very nice in this respect, 
ate and drank with good appetite, and seemed very merry 
at the success of their plan ; she listened to their dis 
course^ but could not gather any thing concerning hei^ 
self, or who was the author of this outrage; and th6 
idea of what her father was suffering from her loss, al 
most drove her to despair. 

• At length they drove into the court-yard of an exten* . 
sive mansion, and Adeline ascended by a flight of marble 
steps, into a stately hall, adorned by the ]^nest statues 
placed on loflypillars ; from this place she was conducted 
by a middle-aged female to an upper suit of rooms, all 
in the most costly style, as to furniture and 'decorations, 
terminating in a bed-chamber, small in size, but most 
^j. elegantly fitted up ; a fire was burning, the tea-table 
^'^ spread, and every thing ready for her reception. This 
room, she was informed, was to be her's for awhile. An 
attendant asked her if^ she would sleep in that room 
alone, or if a young girl, whom she said was her own 
daughter, should sleep on a mattrass near her. Adeline 
most readily chose the latter, as most desirable undef 
the present circumstances. 

She wished t6' Question the housekeeper, for as such 
she had introduced herself ; but received in return, an 
iezcuse against giving any relies. 

'' As a mother,'' said Adeline, <' you must feel an 
onterest for your daughter : consider for. a moment* pn]|r. 
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wbat wouM be your sorrows, were she placed in mj 
situation : — pity me, pity my blind and aged father, and 
give me freedom. The distance, I am aware, from our 
long journey «nd rapid tra veUing, is great; but this wiM 
not deter met let me liave "liberty, and I am content 1^ 
i»eg my way back." 

** We will talk of Has to-merrew," returned the wo- 
man, in a tone that not disconrage hope. '^ It is now 
near the second hou. of the morning, and you stand in 
need of repose. I also am -tired with sitting up. Sleep, 
and fear not ; you are perfectly safe ; no harm is intended 
you, or I would have no hand in the affair, you may be- 
Leve me." ^' I trust I may," rejoined Adeline, ^' yet 
freedom on any terms would be acceptable." 

^' It ds no use to talk of it now," repfied Dorothea, 
** had I th^ inclination to serve you at such an hour, ' I 
could not find Uie means ; and were you, my dearest 
young lady, to take flight now, you would expose yonr 
self to more perils than you ore aware of, and j>ossibly 
fall into the hands of ruffians or (ho organized banditti 
that often sets the whole principolity in terror." 

^' Is your 'master a bandit, thenT' asked Adeline, 
'whom- the very name inspired with terror and romantic 
ideas* *' ' 



*< Heaven forbid !" replied the govcmante ; '< a robbdr ! 
an outlaw ! No, lady ; he is one of the best, bravest^ 
and most noble yoiing men that ever graced his country ffff- 
he has looked dull and pale enou|^ in fdl conscienco 
lately ; but he will be happier soon, he tells me. WeU* 
we shall see ; and sincerely do I wish it.*' 

" As much, perhaps, as 1 wish myself out of his 
power^*' replied Adeline, «* if to. him I am indebted for 
5iis unseasonable journey and detention." The woman 
retired, sa^ng she would fetch Susette, but made no 
reply to the observation of our involuntary traveller. She 
soon returned, wiA a j^retty-looidng girl about fourteen, 
and our heroine invited her to share her bed, and diii- 
nensed with the offer of a mattrass for her companion, 
* c 3 
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who rubbod her oye« as if just awoke out of a comfat- 
ahle sleep. 

Adeline now most carefully ascertaieed that there 
were ho concealed doors, and as there was no tapestry 
or hangings to conceal them, she felt assured that the 
interior bolts on the one that aiTorded entrance, insured 
ner safety ; and, wearied out» she sought repose and 
obtained it. The day was far advanced when she awoke, 
rather languid and nervous ; at first, she was confused ; 
but' recollection soon visited her mind, and with it a 
painful train of thought. 

^< Do you reside in this castle?" said Adeline, as 
Susette entered with the breakfast. << Tes, 4ady ; 1 was 
born in it, and neVer knew another house ; my father was 
slain in battle^ when I was yet an infant ; but ray mother . 
is still continued here by the Prince, who, soon aftei 
her widowhood commenced, made her housekeeper here ; 
before that period she had only msided here out of fa- 
vour to her husband, who was foster-brother to his royal 
master, though born ol' poor parents, who still survive 
him,^ and are amply supported by the Prince." — *< My 
dei^ child, of what prince do you speak?" asked the 
wondering Adeline. 

*' Of his Serene Higness. the reigning Prince, to be 
•life, la^," replied Susette : /* how strange you should 
be here.j and not know that this is the Palace of Orlen- 
burgh !" 

Mysteriously strange, indeed, thought Adeline i f<w 
slie had always heard the Prince spoken of as a man of 
strict probity, and unblemished honour, aiMl even rigid 
in administering justice; so that he was both loved and 
feared by his subjects, who flourished under hii» sway. 
She had never seen the prince, nor did she suppose he 
ever ^held her ; it w^is also improbable tha| -a man of 
his station and exemplary character would cause such an 
set of outrage to be committed, especially on the person 
of St Everard's daughter ; fiw St Kyprard was an oflicer 
£>r whom he had often expressed the hi^rbest regard and 
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*< l>oe8 the Prince frequendy come here, Sosettef** 
said the anxious AdeJine. 

<< No, not for mnny years ; he forsook tiie Castle oa 
the death of his beloved Princess, which took place here 
very suddenly, and gave him a disgust to it ; though it 
is so sweet a place, and with such deiightful prospects 
and gardens.'' 



<c 



But you now expect him, I suppose ?*' 



^^ No,- 1 believe he never intends to come here agaiii^ 
and has made a gift of it to his son, Lord Augustus, his 
only child, as an occasional residence." 

This was all the information AdeJine could obtain; 
she was therefore forced to real in anxious expectation. 
Aee for escape, she found it impossible, and never in- 
tended by Dorothea ; and, even had she been willing to 
aid in it, e\ety avenue, secured under a vigilant guard, 
prevented her egress ; and there seemed no alternative 
but to remain and brave the danger ; the fair maiden 
resolving to m^et death sooner than dishonour, and to 
act in that respect as became the daughter of a veteran 
soldier and the virtuous Sophia that gave^i^ birth. 

She had been at Orlenburgh near a week, lAen, one 
morning, her astonishment was indescribable on behold- 
ing Albert Mora in the court-yard^ talking to a domestic. 
A variety of thoughts crowded into her mind, and per- 
plexed her so, she knew not how to act ; she retired from 
the window, and then again went to it^ but did not catch 
his eye ; true, she had revised to unite her fate with his, 
while her father lived; he had quitted her, and since 
preserved a sullen silence that did not tell very highly m 
favour of hia^passion for her ; yet it might be discreet, 
but her disposition, though strictly virtuous, could have 
dispensed with a slighter prudence. He might also be 
the husband of another in this interval.! that was an idea 
replete with agony ; yet were it so, would he not feel 
sufficient intere^ for her and her father, to rescue her 
from the mysterious and painful situation into which 
ahe had been so cruelly betrayed. She then Ibrmed the 
notion that he waa come on professional budbnye^s ta the 
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palace, and she resolved to make the trial before she wa« 
deprived of the power, for his stay might be short. She 
beheld him enter the hall, and summoning up her resolu- 
tion, descended the flight of stairs leading to it; but 
he was not there ; and in vain she sought him ; despair 
gave her courage, and she enquired for Albert Mora. 
He was not known there, and she was afraid she must 
have been mistaken ; yet it seemed to her impossible ; 
too well known were the face and form for her to be 
so deceived ; neither was she Credulous enough to believe 
that she had beheld a supernatural being, walking with 
such a negligent air about the eourt-yard, conversing 
with a servant. To the latter she would have wished to 
have spoken, but it was impossible for Her to select the 
identical one from amongst such a numerous retinue, 
and she returned to her chamber more discompoeed and 
overcome with grief and agitation than she had been fer 
some day^ past, for a hope had presented itself mad 
vanished like a dream ; her tears flowed fiist, and re- 
lieved her aching heart. 

Not to tire our reader's patience with long details, W6 
wiU at once acquaint him that Albert Mora, the artist, 
and the Prince Augustus of Orlenburgh, were the same 
individual, as. he discovered the same evening to his still 
•beloved and adored Adeline. He had three several times 
beheld tier, unknown to herself, and became enamoured 
•of her previous to his coming to board at M. Solani's, a 
stfratagem prompted by love and founded on his skill in 
oil-paintings, which had. been* one of his principal studies. 
" Tou loved me da mysdf, dearest Adeline," continued 
Lord Augustus, after this explanation ; <' there was no 
interest there ; I was and am proud of my conquest. I 
Ufged a private marriage, conscious that no other step^ 
could be taken, unless I submitted to have a bride of mj 
father's choosing, for national purpetei^ to ratify an 
agreement, or strengthen a prior alliance ; but the heart, 
my dear Adeline, is not to be bought or sold^ I carried 
jrou off, to make you mine ; finding it impossible to live 
without you, and convinced that your father, had I then 
candidly declared who I was,- would, from the duty he 
considers himself to owe to my father, as his sovereign, 
have niade a merit of withholding you from me^ and thus 
lendering us miserable. Be mine, beyond the power of 
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&te to part us, and then, believe me, dearest idol of my 
soul, I will heap every additional comfort on hie latter 
xlay-s that dutj can point out or affluence promote, to 
make him amends for the gem of which I have deprived 
him for a time ; but I have been WatohfuJ over him, and 
£nd he is well looked to by the kind Curate* and Ins wife, 
but he shall soon have the most pleasing assurances of 
your safety, from your own lips. 

Augustus triumphed: Adetine could not vrithstand a 
love su represented, and she felt highly flattered by it ; 
preparadons were hastily and secretly made for their 
nuptials, wluch took place oa the third night of his 
arrival, in the Castle Chapel. For a few weeks, the 
joutbful pair appeared very happy, and the bride was 
led to befieve that her fiuher was ^ed from apprehen- 
sions on her account, by partly knowing the truth ; and 
had blessed her union, though not apprised exaitly that 
it was the son of his Prince to whom she had given her 
hand. Adeline repeatedly urged her wishes and his 
promise, that she should visit her parent, till she became 
almost tired of asking. 

A new scene of mental affiction soon arose that 
superseded every other, and rendered her wretched in- 
deed. Augustus was unhappy, and in vain she intreated 
him to repose his cares in her bosom, that by anticipation 
they might be lightened ^ at length she told him she was 
fearful he repented marrying her. He caught her in his 
arms, and called on every saint to witness for him that 
he most tenderly lovod her, even beyond the love he felt 
for his own existence. '^ That, my dear lord, 1 am re^dy 
to believe ; and most gratefiil is the thought ; yet your 
words answer not my question. Yqu may love, yet 
still repent wedding me," said Adeline. 

His eyes swam with tears, though he Qould not be 
said to weep) and his emotions were violent, and much 
more so tlmn the occasion seemed to call for, and a 
confession of some importance seemed on the point of 
bursting from lus lips when he suddenly checked it, 
muttered something in which only the word^ << Mv 
Father," was intelligible, and he paced fte lawn with 
hasty strides. Afier some time he became more calm, and 
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kitreated her to dismiss aW nnplea^ant tlioiight<i from her 
mind, and rely on his protecting love. This, with ail the 
flexibility of youth and hope, she was capable of doing, 
and attributed what had passed to aome unpleasant alter- 
cation between the Prince and her husband, who might 
have been proposing somo lady to him, a circumstance 
that, out of delicacy to her, Augustus might not chuse to 
explain ; and she did not think it becoming in her to 
press him too closely as to any subject he might desire 
to conceal ; but frequent repetitions of such scenes, with 
painfully augmented interest, preyed on her mind, and 
proved very detrimental to her health ; her dumbers 
became perturbed and broken, till her nights were al- 
most sleepless. It soon l)ecame apparent to her, that 
Augustus was occupied by one constant tfien»e, and he 
frequently talked aloud, though buried in the arms of 
the drowsy god; her own name, coupled with that of 
Clira, frequently burst forth, accompanied by expressions 
that led to the alarming idea, that his hand was another's 
before it was given to her, and that Clara was the exist- 
fag being, who held the prior claim.^ 

t 

To dwell on words uttered in his sleep, might appear 
absurd ; this consideration made her silent, but their 
constant repetition could not l>e disregarded, and proved 
a great drawback to her felicity. 

Some few weeks after this, Augustus was absent for a 
few days, having been selected to acccmpany the P-ince 
in a short tour. One day, during his absence, Adeline 
was informed that a lady wished to speak with hr/ : she 
ordered her to be instantly admitted, not without wonder 
at the incident ; as she had not been introduced to any 
Company whateiier, aince she became a wife. 

The visitor was not so tall or fair as Adeline ; but she 
was weH formed, and had a prepossessing countenance 
and an elegant deportment ; she had heaid much, from- 
report, of Adeline, and resolved to see her; Ae secluded 
manner in whieh she Kved, caused the {)00p}ie in the 
environs of the castle to suppose she Was merely a mis- 
tress, While the domestics had secretly Whispered that 
she was his bride ; and whispers will spread. The lady, 
who deserved a better fate, was soon convinced of the 
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ilinocenee and honottr of Ade^ne, but she Aad a dreadful 
truth to impart — she was Clara, the real wife of Augustus^ 
who had been manied above four years to him ; but early 
dtsagreemeots had caused a partial, though not a legal 
separation ; and the Prince, who had been the instigator 
of this unfortunate marriage, and who much respected 
his daugbter-in-taw for the amiable qualities of her heart 
and head, and the sincere love she bore Augustus, had 
tried in vaiu to reconcile his son to her, but could not 
accomplish this desirable act. 

No cruel misplaced revilings burst from ttie tips of 
the injured Clara, and the ladies wept in each other's 
arms. Adeline resolved to part from Augustus without 
delay, and they both generously agreed not to expose 
Inm to the resentment of his father. Clara took a melan- 
choly leave, and lefl the fair' subject of our 
overwhelmed in woe. She was, then, no wife, 
victim of seducdon ; and the child she had sj 
heart on, and so longed to have in her arms, w< 
no legitimate claim either on the name or fortune 
father : and what a blow would this he to her own ! 
was on the point of quitting the Castle, when she consid- 
ered it would be proper to wait the return of Augustus, 
and tax him with her injuries ; the tale might be the 

' fiction of some crafty rival, to destroy her peace, and 
tear her from her loved lord. Alas ! poor deluded one I 
Augustus was base indeed, and purchased thy ruin by 

" the worst of perjuries, aided by the mercenary Dorothea 
and others of his principal domestics, in prompting the 
sham marriage, for they were aware of his former 
alliance. 

The rage of Lord Augustus was exoessive, when in- 
formed of the interference of Clara ; but be fjould not 
deny bis guilt ; indeed it was useless, and nothing but 
the secluded manner in which Adeline lived with her 
father, could have prevented her hearing of his marriage 
to, and separation fi'om that .lady; for both topics had 
made n^ch food for remarkaod conversation. He attri- 
buted all he had done to ardent love, and on his knees 
entreated Adeline to remain, and consider him as- ber 
husband; but' she flew firom him the first opportunity 
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for my sake, — ^fbr your father's sake : — ^trust to the woik- 
ings of Providence in our favour, and happiness may yet 
be ours in its most complete form." Adeline suddenly 
beheld. the stains on his sleeves and hand — '* Murderer! 
unhand me ! exclaimed she, with' a piercing shriek ; ** my. 
father's blood is on you.'^ — " No, my dearest love ; I 
have not added murder to injustice : think better of your 
Augustus : these keen sensations destroy you. Allow 
me to lead to you espectable and brave father, an<l 
we part till times aie' more auspicious. Clara, thou^^i 
the author of your sufferings, has generosity and' jE^ood 
nature ; possibly I may prevail on her to liberate mo from 
chains which she knows arc galling to me ; and then I 
ivili devote the remainder of my days to love, virtue, 
and Adeline." 

•* Never !" she faintly exclaimed : " my life's sand runs 
fast, .and it is a desirable finale to my woes : reconcile 
yourself to the amiable Clara, her to whom your vowa 
oolong, and forget the Victir^ of your Seduction." 

** Cruel, too cruel Adeline," said Augustus ; "yet your 
reproach is justly merited." He could utter no more ; — 
thete words brought them to the presence of St. Everard. 
He heard her sigh. She threw herself into hi^ arms, 
exclaiming in fnint accents, ** Receive, oh my father, thy 
penitent, wandering child." He felt her drenched gar- 
ments, and in an eager agony inquired the cause. When ' 
informed of the intended suibide, he shuddered so vio- 
lently with horror, that he could scarce support .her. 
" Oh \ my Adeline, curb those strong feelings," said the 
venerable man, " that led vqu to meditate such a deadly 
crime." 

< 
" Pardon, pardon," feebly exclaimed Addine : " adieu, 
my beloved parent ;^— Augustus, farew^ ; surely it is no 
deep trangressidn, to say one parting sentence when on 
the .verge of eternity. Father — husjiand — ah ! no- 
Augustus — ^ and faltering out the latter words witL 
difficulty, she expired with scarce a sigh ; and, we trusti 
ker spirit took its fUght to happier realms. 

Thus fell the Victim of Seduction, and it was evident. 



THU V1CT13I or WDUCTIOK. M 

vrh/tn the ftlher becsme •eiisib\e of hia irreparable leas, 
Ihat he wanted that calm resignation he had recommended 
to his Adeline, for hts gprief bordered on frenzy as he 
clasped the lifeless corpse, which with difficulty he was 
persuaded to resign to the care of her female attendants. 

Augustus at this instant seized a last embrace, for he 
did not presume to touch her while shielded in the arms 
of her venerable father^ — an awful feeling restraining 
him, — and he was then forced from the spot by the 
remonstrances of M. Solani, who led him to hia house 
tiW he should become more calm, and capable of leaving 

a spot which he had clouded' with misery, and where Ids 

presence* would ever be most unwelcome* 

St. Everard, on hearing that the Prince was at a 

neighbouring Count*s was conducted thither, and the 

announcing of his name gained an instant admittance to 

the royal personage. On his knees be demanded justice, 

and told the story of his wrongs as connected with 

Adeline, and her death in consequence of such injuries* 

This latter event, irom its suddenness, much shocked 

his serene highness, and he inquired the name of the 

author ef this fiital seduction. St. Everard knew it not, 

but as ilbert Mora; yQt his daughter had confessed h*ra 

- to be • man of rank, and he was now at the Curate's. 

" Severe shall be Ais punishment," exclaimed the Prince, 

*' he is a disgrace to the earth which sustains him. Let 

my guards be sent to arrest and convey him hither.'' 

Augustus, on hewng of his exposure and his father's 
unexpected mandate, would have laid violent hands on 
himself, but for the precautions of M. Solani, who anti- 
cipated jBuch an attempt 

What a meetmg between father and. son ! What a 
iMjrprise to St. Bverard ! — ^The seducer was banished by 
the Prince for three years, unless he consented to live 
with Cla»; but he chose the former alternative. Remorse 
preyed on his vitals, and he liv^fd not to return ; though 
in conformance with his dying request, he was interred 
in the same tomb where the remains of Adeline weie 
deposited, — a point which was conceded to with difficulty 
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bj ber father, and obtained by the representatioiui off 
Clara, that enmity should, if not appeased before, be 
at last sacrificed at the grave of those who have in- 
jured us. 

This amiable lady hastened to St. Eyerard on tho 
decease of his daughter ; and, as far as possible, sup- 
plied her place till death released her, when she turned 
her attentions to the declining Prince; thus rendering 
her tife valuable and interesting to both those childless 
mxSUttaL 
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Br. the side of a well-frequented road, in* the north of 
Ungland, stood the siga of tiie VV beat-sheaf ; it hung, ban* 
ner-Iiie, before the front of an inn of good repute, ami 
kept, as a^eam expressed it, ' By John Simpson.' This 
John Simpson, a Falstaff hi ontward appearance, (f:>r to 
the fulness and redness of his countenance was- added a 
paunch of excessive magnitude, and calves and thighs pro« 
purtionably bulky,) — ^this John Simpson had« from the day 
on which he was married, carried on business in the inn* 
keeping line, with a reputation for honesty, civility, and 
(barring now and then sobriety,) with every good quality 
that could make a man of his occupation respected. A 
-wile he had, and a thri/ly one too ; some said she was 
cleanly, some even that she was civil, but I could never 
learn that her kindness was displayed to any but the 
wealthy, or those whom it was her interest to oblige ; on 
the contrary, from mbrning till eve was she in a state of 
initation ; and John 'her husband, and Harry the waiter, 
and the ostler, and the chambermaids, and all her house- 
hold, were unceasingly the victims of her caprice. ' But 
the* flower of this hpuschold, whose attractions were so 
potent as to draw in the n^eigbbouring swains, to the pre- 
judice of an inn adjacent, was a daughter, named Mary, 
4be only child of this worthy couple. 

In height «he was rather tail than short; plump, but not 
stout ; and her dress, Always arranged* with the urmost 
-neatness,' was of that make and quality peculiarly adapted 
to her^fumi. Her bright btue eyes expressed benignity ; 
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her features were delicate, small and well proportionitd ; 
and the lily and carnntion vied with the tints of her com* 
plexiod. Her hair in the front was braided witc a riband 
from whence here and there stole a modest curl ; and her 
neck, which was long, and of the whitest alabaster, was in 
part concealed by a muslin habit-shirt, buckled in front 
with a small gold trinket. In her temper, she wiis open* 
good-natured, and sportive : whilst no one bore a fairer, 
reputation for modesty and virtue. Her attendance at 
church had been remarked by the vicar, as well as ber 
devout attention and strict propriety of behaviour whilst 
in that place of worship. 

Such then was Mary, beloved by all who knew ber 
and deserving of a better fate than the sequel of this nar 
rative unfolds. 



AvD now mine host had sat himself down by the fire, 
and had just taken a pipe to puff away sorrow, when in 
Irastles his helpmate. — ' What ! are ye here, sottinc 
again V cried the termnsgant, * and there's a room full m 
Customers above, and no one to serve them but I ; — and 
Tm to tramp about the house, and sweat all my strength 
out, whilst youVe sitting down by the kitchen fire, and 
smoakiiig like a gentleman. — H this fair, Mr. Simpson^ is 
this fair ? ' What would this house come to, if it wasoH 
for me ? There's your iligent daughter Moll, a trapesing 
with the men in the tap-room ; and she's as lazy as your- 
self, Mr. Simpson ; and she'd never badge an inch, if I 
didn't force her ; and this all comes of your calling the 
girl handsome, and filling her head with such-like mm* 
sense. D'ye hear me, Mr. Simpson? D\e hear me, 
Isay^' ^ ^ 

* Hear ye, Mrs Sim^^on V replied het husband, * aye, 
your voice may be heard any hour. in the day ; — ^but let 
me alone now, there's a good woman ; I've been brewing 
all the moiling, and feel tiled.' 

• Thnl's your fat, Mr. Simpson ;' returned the lady } 
* if 11 wasn't that you eat and drink just ten times as much 
as another man vou wouldn't be so. J^ook at me, Mr 
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fiimpson ; what is it that makes me so ncttvc, but my being 
»t> spare?* and tittering these wocds, she drew up bet 
figure, which exposed a form every hit n»fat as her bus* 
bands. But here a loud cmsb beard from a room abore» 
put an end to this conference, and directed the eloquence 
of Mrs. Simpson into another channel. 

* There's a smash !' she exclaimed, ' there's a smasbt 
and, as sure as salvation, 'tis my hdy flower-pot. MoUl 
Tou hussy ; what is it you have broken now ?* (roaring af 
loud as she could stretch ber voice ) * O mother,' re* 

vUed ber daughter, * indeed it was an accident—- indeed 

J, was.' 

' Slut F* cried her mother, * is it the dower-pot V 

a 

* 'Twas onintentional — indeed it was.' 

* Is that answering my question, hussy ?^s it the 
lower-pot ?' 

' Alack ! mother, it is indeed.' 

* It IS, is it? You bear this, Mr. Simpson! you can 
hear alt this, and yet be unmoved ; — and that's my iligeM. 
Jndy jar too, as was made me a present by the ca^ain ;— 
but I'll be about her negligence, — slut ! I'll be about her 
negligence.' Thus saying, she shuffled out of the room, 
swearing at every step; and shortly afterwards, Mary 
was he*fd exclaiming, — ' Oh, mother ! for goodness sake, 
doo't. pull my hair so ! — oh, you'll tear it off my head !' 
and shortly afterwards, she csime running into the room 
where her father sat, and flew to him for protection. 
Mrs. Simpson followed, ber eyes sparkjiftg rage, and ber 
cheeks glowing like coals. 

* Aye, ran to your father !' she cried, * I'll drag yoo 
bock again, hussy. Mr. Simpson, you encdt^ge her 
to spite me, you do, you villain ! if you had your own 
way, you'd make her the mistress of the house ; but that 
can't be ; — no, thank God, I've too much spirit fbr that!' 
and as she uttered these words, she made a sly blow at 
£er daughter, which the daughter warded off. You'd 
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di&t presented itself, and hoalened to her father, who 
she found was entirely ignorant of all that had happened 
■ to her during her ahsence, except what he gleaned from 
pne letter, annouDciog her existence, and nuking pro- 
miaes never performed. 

Adeline relate to the agonized warrior the miseries 
that had befallen her, but ahe persisted in concealing the 
names and litlei, both of &ther and eon, to the great 
indignation of her parent ; hut threats or intreatiea were 
alike in vain, for on this point she was as firm as 



unable to live without her, soon traced 
er father's: be followed, in the hopes ol 
her to return with him, confiding in her 
ave, and the interest she must feel for the 
abom babe. Ue was vowing to the trern* 
lis intention never to reside more un^er the 
ith Clara, when he was overheard by St. 
) entered the room precipitately, with a 
>d pistols. " Villain I" said he, " take one 
this instimt, a(u) let death or revenge be mine." The 
young nobleman would fain have excused himself from 
so dreadful an alternative as a duel with an aged man 
totally blind ; but the injured father would not be put off, 
and Augi)Blus reluctantly took one of the weapons in his 
hand. A ragular distance was measured and the in- 
tended combatants placed opposite each other ■. thej 
drew lots for the first fire ; aim Colbert, an old soldier, 
and now a Bervaot of St Everard, declared the chance 
to he in favour of his master. " That is as it should 
be," exclaimed Augustus. A signal was given, and the 
officer fired, slightly wounding his antagonist in the 
neck. " Kow, my lord," said ho, " the next chance is 
your own." Augustus, however, who possibly thought 
he had ^one mischief enough in the family, would not 
take the advantage given him, but firing his pistol in an 
opposite direction, rushed from the houpe. 

Adeline had been apprised of a' circumstance, of which' 
Augustus was ignorant, that the Pnnco, his father, was 
code to pass a few days at the house of a nobleman in 
the neighbourhood, partly on business, and partly on plea- 
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sure. Hither she had proceeded when her parent mtihed 

into the room ; and casting herself at the feet of her 

sovereign, intreated his protection for he/ aged father ; 

^ut h0r manner was so wild and incoherent^ that the 

Prince, gazed on her as a beauteous nianiac, and com 

inanded his servants to take charge of her, and guide 

her carefuilj home. Her pregnant state gave rise both 

to pity and curiosity ? the particulars had not transpired, 

hut it was feared sh Jui been the victim of seduction. 

<^ What a wretch ntost be be," observed the Prince, 

" wh6 could wilfully wrong such innocence, and pay no 

respect to the venerable, blind St. Everard \ it appeared * 

to me that it was for him she pleaded ; and, should he 

ever want any aid in my power to bestow, it will not be 

a^ked in vain ; his worth and past services alike demand 

firotection and reward.^' 

Adeline, maddened at the scene from which she had 
flown, and fearing that the life of one or other ^s by 
this time lost, extricated herself from her .attendants, 
and plunged into the Canal that meandered by the side 
of her father's grounds. Her lover perceived her, and 
would have flown to share her fate, but was forcibly re* 
strained by the domestics, while she was rescued from a 
watery grave. The conflict was, however, too much : 
she thought of her Augustus as the husband of another — 
the injured, amiable Clara— and as the author of her 
own misery : yet she could not tear his image from her . 
heart Her poor father, wounded in his honour, through 
her disobedience, added hittemess to the pangs she felt. 
Life was, indeed, wretched on ftuch terms : she felt, 
however, the conflict, would be soon over; premature 
labour had seized her ; she felt as one dying ; and fer- 
vently did she pray for dissolution to release her, and 
spread the gloomy veil of death over her involuntary 
shame ; but she bitterly reflected on herself for the first 
encouragement she had given the concealed Artist ; the 
confession made to him, that he was the master of her 
heart, ** That," she exclaimed, *' that paved the way to 
my ruin." 

*^ Ruin can never touch my Adeline," said Augnstus/ 
approaching to support her trembling frame. <' Live 



J - 
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The tempest continued witfi unabated fury till the tiigiit 
closed in ; and our ho£itP<«A, on whose fiery tem|ier a storm 
had ever a very quenrhing effect, sat doleful by the fire* 
aide, talking over troubles with her husband. 



U was now, as the clock struck eight, that a tall, 
man, shrouded up in a cloak, tapped at the door of a co^ 
tage, which stood on a barren heath ; on enterinf; he 
looked about, and per(:eived, seated at table, with a sinall 
piece of candle and a bible before him, a young mam of 
rather an agreeable aspect ; whom, however, he addressed 
with-' Dick I — ^what's this 1 see ? — reading, and a bible.— 
Wheugh ? you-'re crazy ! — ^what do you do with a bible V 

* Faith, Tom !' replied the other, * I begin not to like 
our projeA ; and as I am willing to encourage such a dis- 
position, I e'en borrowed mother's bible, and have been 
reading ever since.' 



' Lend it to me,— ril throw it into the fire. — ^Up, 
ep f^— Where arb the'pistols ? — Is the dagger sharpened f 

*4 teH }^u, Tom,' replied the other, * I repent ; let 
us give over our design.' 

* Wheugh ! — ^you a man, and waver ? — Have you not 
sworn — ^sworn by the firmest of friendship? and besideSi 
-^remember, my dear fellow, the cash — Dick ! the cashl 
** Oh what a magic in wealth," as says (he soi^; ani) 
then we'll off' to——, and no one shall hear any thing 
of us afterwards ; and we'll keep an inn with the money, 
&r, far^m this spot, and pass away the rest of oer Itfl 
in plenty.' 



But then- 



^ Now, none of your but thens; jump op, there's a 
gii^ man, and ietch. n»e down the pistols. — Hark! isnl 
that a horseman ? — ^yes — he's going en though f and ne# 
let's lose no time, but despatch—' 
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* I tell you once more—* ;* cried tke other, luit in a 
lone more waYering. — ' And I tell you once more^' re* 
turned the first» ' that weVe no time to throw away ; wbi 
unless you desire to remaia peunyless* go up stairty tod 
fetch down the pistols.' 

* Bat—' cried RichanL 

* 1 will not hear you speak !' exclaimed the other* 
* Let this put an end to the contest : if you do not choose tm 
w^'xod to your oath, as sworn on the point of a draws 
d^i^er, I will pursue you for the debt you owe me ; and 
if it be not paid me by the day specified— curse me«-yo« 
go to jail/ Thus urged, (more from the threats of his 
compaoion than his own free will«) he sped up the stairs 
case, and ia a ftw momenis brought down a brace ot 
pistols* with powder and ball sufficient for five charges. 

m 

* Come, this is well i' exclaimed his companion, ^ ii 
half sn hour Jones passes by ; and if we don't rob him oC 
every shilling he's been gathering from his tenants — that's 
all—never say my name's NichoUs.' 

With this intent, they led the cottage, bent their couiM 
towards the highway ; and, after waiting with some pa- 
tience for upwards of half an hour, the squire whom they 
designed robbing, rode by. . 

Mounted on a well -conditioned pony, ihe, squire littla 
dreaanfing that any danger was njgh, trotted on in full 
mirth ; for haFing dined with a member of the chase, and 
the bottle having been pretty freely pushed about* tha 
good gentleman's head was more strongly fortified with 
courage than usual. 

Two men had no sooner appeared before him, stopped 
his horse, and presenting a pistol, each demanding his 
money, than with a few good round English oaths, ha 
thundered out, ' Wounds ! do the men think I've got th« 
Bank of England about me ?— Devil a shilling have I got, 
except half a guinea; which, if yon particularly waot^lial 
yoor service*' 
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* Come, come, squire I' cried the most resolute of tlie 
two, • we wish to use no violence ; but if the two hun- 
dred pounds you've been gathering from your tenants^ be 
not immediately laid at our feet — ^you know what — each 
of these pistols holds a slug.' 

< What I* cried the squire, * and I lose a good half of a 
whole quarter's rental 1 — ^Noa---oil be dommed if I do I' 

* Sirrah !' cried tKe first robber, * sirrah ! mind what 
you utter V at the same time nearing the pistol towards 
his throat. The squire became enraged, seized hold of 
the barrel, and in endeavouring to wrest it from the rob- 
ber^s hand, the trigger was by some means pushed back* 
wards, and the bullet speeding down through his bones, 
entered the very centre of his heart, and killed .him. 

Tom and his companion despoiled him without loss of 
time, and then being perplexed about the disposal of the 
body, agreed to dig a large hole in the abbey-aisle, and 
bury it. Accordingly, driving the horse before them, 
they proceeded towards the wood, which encompassed 
the abbey ; and one of them hieing to an hovel adjacent, 
procured a set of tools, and returned to his assodate. 



In the meanwhile, two weary weather-drenched tra- 
vellers, whose large embroidered military great coats 
bespoke their profession, stopped at the Wheat-sheaf 
inn ; and* alighting from their horses, was shown by old 
Simpson into a neftt room, where there was a good Blaz* 
ing fire, and a table ready for supper. 

A large beef-steak was soon served up, and a jug of 
ale being added, our visiters soon made a hearty meal ;. 
and having still to ride some distance further, ordered a 
bowl of punch, resolving to arm themselves against the 
rigours of that severe evenihg. 

Whilst they were making thc^^elves mferry over tbii 
beverage, one of them seizing hold of Mary's hand, b- 
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listed on ber seating herself down and becoming one of the 
party- To this she very properly o^ected ; but the mo- 
ther being at the bar, the window of which looked into 
this room, and having some undefined notion of good ac- 
cruing to her daughter (for the old dame loved her child 
in the main^ though accustomed to give her harsh treat* 
ment)) good Mrs. Simpson insisted on her doing what the 
gentleman told her. Mary» therefore, with as good a 
g;race as she could summon, sat down to table ; and ihB 
gentleman filling out ber glass, exhorted her to join io 
their merriment. 

And first « one of tbem began with, * Well, «y sweet 
wench t curse me, but you're dev'Ush handsome 1 how 
oM may yon be ?' 

"* Oh I Sir,' she cried, ' women never tell their own 



• 



* And that's true enough !' roared her mother, * but 
ether people may do it for them, — Now, I'll tell 'jroii» 
i^ntlemen, (leaning her elbows over the bar window,) 
that strapping wench, — who would have thought it? but a 
few years ago, she was the littlest bit of a wee-wee thing 
^at ever you set eyes on ; well, that girl first saw the 
light eighteen years agone, come next Michaelmas day ; 
because ais a token, we had roast goose for dinner, and e 
fine' one it wsa too ; — and the squire came in for his quar- 
ter's rent, and he must needs sit down ; — ^and so the joke 
was, which was the bluest, my daughter Mary, or the 
goose ; and the squire w^s for having her laid in a dish 
garnished with oidd clouts, and. so placed upon Uie table ; 
Vid rare fun we had on it too, I promise you. — ' 

* And lest you should talk yourself dry, good Mtfu 
Simpson,' cried one of the strangers, * be so good as to 

empty this glass of punch.' 

« 

* With aU my heart, Sirs ;' replied the lady, * and much 
do I think myself honoured. — Well, but i was going te 
gay, y<iu never saw, from her earliest years, what a spirit 
this Mary vfhs ; so different to other folk's children. — She 
never minded staying by herself in the dark ; and would 
go into the surgeon's shop, where there was f real U^e 
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dceletOD, and never a bit afeard^-^y^hiht, as for me, I nerer 
could pass by tbe place, but what, sirs, my body felt aU 
OTcr just as though it were a cold jelly. — 'Tis true, in- 
deed ;— -and then there — she'll walk you round the abbejr 
of a moon-light night, when the sprites and the goblins 
are bobbing about, some in white sheets, and others trail- 
ing a long black coffin behind ^em, for all the world like a 
anail does his shell ; and which my husband has often seen, 
and djivers other sponsible people in this village ; and yet, 
devil a bit does she care ; — she'll wander about for an 
bour together, and then she'll come home with a handful 
of wild flowers, which I'll be afraid to ^mell, for fear of 
some little ghostly hid in the cup, which, when I bring it 
near my nose, may bob up my nostril.' 

' And does she mind so little walking near the abbey,* 
cried one of the strangers, ' concerning which spot I have 
heard such strange relations ?' 

* Marry, Sirl^ust try the wench,* cried her mother* 
* Bid her go gather a flower or two, and then bring them 
llQck ; I'll be bound, you wont find her afeard.* 

* What say you my pretty lass ;' says one of the gen- 
flemen, * wiU yoa convince us now, you have this spirit V 

• Will she V cried he^ motl\er, * she shall, if you wish 
it i it isn't as she wills, it's as I choose to order her.^ 
Come, Mary, get yourself ready ; — go, and get your bon- 
net, and you may have my ould hood, if you like it ; and 
if you think you shall get your feet wet, you may l|ave 
my pattens also.' 

Though Mary's temper was of that firm nature, thaf she 
seldom cared where she went, yet, urged on against her 
iiic?Nation, and in a night so boisterous, she felt some re- 
luctoitice at obeying her mother's order ; but then remem-'' 
baring it would take her but a few minutes, for the abbej 
was not iar off*, she was somewhat relieved, and therefore 
f rapared to set out with expedition, 

• Now,* says one of the strangers, * there's an old yew 
mm grows near the abbey, and as there's not a tree of 
the like nature in the whole neighbourhoods if you bring 
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a twig tbereof, I shall he coOTinced yon have ptid th# 
place a Tisit ; and that j'ou may not go anprovided wA 
a little artificial courage, come here, my girU TU fill jo« 
out a tambier.* She however declined ; but their kind* 
ness being of a nature rather boisterous, they made hat 
drink near half the glass by the dint of forae, and then ax* 
horting her to keep up her courage, suffered her to depaft» 

The storm had now ceased ; the clouds were beginniiig 
to break, above ; and a part of Uie moon becoming appar* 
eat, shed a pale silver light o'er the country round about. 

Lightly stepped Mary over field, over stile, and coming 
to a wide spreading brook which was crossed by a narrow 
plank, passed over it 

She now entered tht wood, the leaves rastled as sha 
brushed along ; all was a deadly silence ; and a branch 
catching hwt hood and bonnet, took them completely off, 
and, for the time, somewhat alarmed her. Still there was 
a deadlioess about the place, especially as she approached 
near the abbey, which she had not at anv other time ob« 
served ; — ^was it her fancy, or were her feelings ominous t 
— she knew not, and Uttle feared, for her heart was vir- 
tuous, and her cofiscience upbraided her with nought 
At length 'she cnught a view of the abbe^, it wai an oM 
rained building, and reared up ill mouldermgwalld auidit 
bashes of ivy. 

Thank God ! thought she, my purpose is almost accom* 
plisfaed ; I already see, the yew tree, and it is but a feir 
steps more, and — hark ! — ^hah ! — was that a voice ? Good 
heavens I 1 hear it again ! — sinking — sinking— sinking:— 
now *tis a whisper ! — hush — ^hush.— Was it my fancy t 
No 1 no, it seemed to proceed from the abbey. — There, 
again.! — ^hark I 

She leaned her ear attentively, and in a. state of the 

greatest trepidation, approached with a light foot. Still 

she heard this strange whispering, and stopping short, ber 

breath became so frequent, ddd her fean gathered •• 

fast, that she couid hardly manage (a^stand* 

C 
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If, (thought she,) there really should be sprites, and Of 
they should assemble in this lone abbey to perform their 
nocturnal revels— and yet, I know not liow to believe 
it. — Hah ! — ^tbere, again ! Oh, heaven \ I almost sink to 
hear it. What, if I make a desperate push ; the tree i« 
hardly five stepss from roe, and if I can but once seize a 
branch—^ * ' 

Without debating any further, she rushed forwards, and 
had just seized hold of a branch, when the head of a man 
thrust itself out of a window of the abbey, and after re^ 
maining for a moment or two again disappeared. 

Her first feelings, on seeing the head, were those of 
fear ; and so far did these ovei^eome her, that she sank to 
the earth, and would have uttered a shi^ek, had she pos- 
sessed breath enough ^remaining. * 

» 

On becoming however somewhat recovered, she thought 
to herself, surely that )iead was humaa ; and if there be 
men in that abbey, I am sure they are there for no good 
purpose. * 

Assuming a little courage, she crept nearer and nearer 
the abbey^ until she reached the windo|v, and then raising 
her heaa suddenly, and looking within, she saw two men 
on the point of taking «p a dead body, and laying it, 
dressed as it was, in a grave. She gave 8|n involuntary- 
shriek, with an ' Oh, my God !* which so alanuiBd the 
guilty fears of the murderers, that they let go the body, 
and taking to their heels, ran out pf the abbey, and dis- 
appeared. But she observed that, in the hurry, one left 
his hat behind him- ; and being determined to bring this 
mystery to light, she walked carefully into the abbey, 
seized up the covering, and leaving the spot, departed 
towards home with as much speed as she could summon. 

She entered the parlour ; the strangers still sat by the 
fire, and her mother and father were giving them a rela- 
tion of one of Mary's early deeds. * But, here she is 1* 
cried her fiither ; • Well, Mary, my love, what luck ? how 
did you fare with th« ghosits^ and whereas the branch T 
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* What» my brave ^rl,* cried one of ilie ttraiiM% • 
* how iK>w : are you ill V 

* Lord, Lord ! as sure as Pve a head on my shoulden, 
cried her mother, « she's seen a sprite.— Why, Mary— » 
What's the girl staring at ? and who-in the name of 
Lord, she's got a hat! What's been the matter, Maryt 
Come, my girl, out with it' 

'Mother!' she exclaianed, * Father! Mother! Sin I 
Sirs I — ^there's been murder committed. — Marder in the 
abbey, and the dead body lies there still.' She then in a 
broken manner, delivered an cvcconnt of her adventnre ; 
and concluded, by adding, ' I observed a man's hat upoo 
the ground, and knowing it to belong to one of the mar- 
derers, i brought it home with me.' 

m 

*' Who entered ihe room then V cried ibm landlady^ 
turning r6und suddenly. 

* Oh, 'tis me !' cried a voice, • Richard Jarvis ; Tm 
only come to see how Mary does.' 

* Oh, Richard l' cried Mary, * 1 have metwith sncl^ a 
strange adventure. — But here, come here ; you shall see 
a murder brought to light, — for h«re, 1 have his hat, and 
his name is — (she looked j'nto the hat, and all pressed 
anxiously rounds) bring that candle nearer,' she contina* 
cd, * and his nam§ is — Richard Jarvis. Gracious God I 
support me ! Richard Jarvis!' She fell fainting to the 
earth, whilst Richard Jarvis, whose first attempt waa to 
fly out of the room, was secured by the two strangers ; 
and the landlord procuring a rope from the bar, the un- 
fortunate culprit desisted from ail opposition, and snbmit* 
ted«himself to be bound. 

» • 

Suffice it to say, that in less than two months the as* 
■ sizes came on ; when Richard Jarvis being put upon hk 
trial, the only witness that appeared against him was Mary. 
Her evidence however, though conclusive, was delivered 
in a manner, which fully showed how painful were the 
struggles that b^r miud was enduring. He9 love of truth 
and dread of perjury, contested with a wish to save her 
lover's life, in the endanicering of wHeh she considered 
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iMnelf the sole mid wanton instrament. When, bow6T«r» 
•he kissed the book, such a feeling of awe thrilled through 
her mind, with such a conviction that it was her bounden 
duty to speak the truth, and nothing but the truth, that, 
•bbduing the weakness of her nature, by endeavouring to 
banish all endearing scenes from her memory, and suffer* 
ing no suggestions to arise but those of duty and religion, 
she at length gave such convincing answers, that her lover 
was condemned to die, and his ejtecution was hxed for that 
day three weeks. There was, however, one clause to tbh 
sentence, that if he chose to turn king's evidence, and g^ve 
up the name of his companion, his punishment would be 
remitted. But from an inherent principle, which some 
may call honour, this he refused to do, and rather seemed 
to look towards death as a release, and prepared himself 
for it with all due piety and resignation. 

During his confinement, Mary, by some me^is con- 
trived to procure an interview with him ; a scene, excm* 
ciating to the feelings of both, ensued.-^n her entrance, 
he seemed disposed to treat her with contempt ; he had 
J»een in hopes that she would have forsworn herself ; bat 
finding that her evidence bad condemned him to the gal- 
lows, he had-for some time past considered her in his own 
mind as no better than his murderer. — But his scorn and 
kdifference soon gave place to something like affection, 
when he beheld her weeping at' his feet, and in the agonj 
of despair, heard her protest, that she would not outlive 
him a single hour. 

At length that fata! day, when the kw decreed that he 
should die, arrived. The morn was cloudy ; the sun ap- 
pear^d not ; and the busy hum of the multitude, proceed- 
tng towards the destined spot, was heard at an early boor 
—and heard too by Jarvis. 

At eight o'clock, the culprit was taken from his cefl : 
VM be^ng placed in a cart, was drawn t6 the field of ex- 
ecution, amidst thousands of spectators. His conduct was 
exemplary ; he paid great attention to the clergyman, and 
«aedin fuliiluth. o^ 7 

But, during this, where was Mary ? in vain she wat 
searched for at home ? and her father and mother, appre 
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bamiTe of her despair, were feRrful that she bad pat tom* 
TiolcDt end to her rauiery. Such, however, was not the 
C39e ; she had heeo watched by a neighbour, and observed 
ia the midst o£ the throng. 

* She walked on, with an eje fixed on her lover, a steadj 
step, and an air of desperate reaoJution painted in her 
countenance.. She uttered not a syllable during the tisie 
of his preparation ; but no sooner did she see him han^ 
log in the air, than she ran to the executioner, * Wretch I* 
she exclaimed, ' hang me-np too. I have been the caua* 
of his death, and it is but meet that I should die !'- These 
were her very words, as taken down by a bye-stander ; 
but what afterwards occured between her and the officer, 
I have not been enabled to learn. It is certain, however, 
that her brain was shortly aAer turned ; for she laughed, 
cned, and shrieked, alternately, beat her bosom in a cruel 
manner, and even danced e^u\tiug\j round the gallows / 
uttering, at the same time, the most incoherent exprif 
Bions. 

On her return hom^, she raved about in so violent a 
manner, that her parents found it needful to secure her 
with ropes ; but in a few days this restraint became unne- 
cessary, for her madness had fixed itself into an harmless 
sort (» melancholy, it was, however, remarked tbat the 
custom of the house dropped off very fast ; whether it was, 
that Mary's charms had &ded,— vthat she was no loogev 
that attractive object which we have formerly witnessed, 
or that people in general did not like to sit where a mad 
woman waited ; certain it is, that another inn in the neigh* 
boarfaood, from being very scantily attended, had now • 
auperfloity of business, and rose by the other's lall. Thif 
sudden reverse had such an effect upon Simpson's mind, 
that it threw •him into an ilhiess, which cost hhn his life ; 
and his widow, finding business growing worse and worse, 
contracted debts which she was not*enabled to answer; 
and at length Hm<I the mortification to see her goods ex* 
posed for public sale. The produce, however, falling 
abort of the sum she owed, her inexorable creditors threw 
her into prison . where, having lingered in the greatest 
misery for several months, she was at length seized with> 

the jail distemper, and removed from this life. 

c 3 *^, 



A MARY, THE MAID OF THE fVV 

Meaawhtle, her daughter, poor mad Mary, wandered 
up and down the village, subsistiog on the charity of the 
well-disposed, though seldom without being accompanied 
by children at her heels ; among whom she went by the 
title of Crazy Moll. 

In a few months, howerer, she left these haunts for otherr 
of a wilder and more congenial nature. She was now in 
general seen among woods, or seated under the shade of 
a hedge or hay-rick, and very frequently sheltering her- 
self for the night, in the bam of a fardi-house. But in the 
summer months, her principle haunt was a common, where 
rushes grew in great abundance ; ihese she used to gather, 
and plait into dinner mats ; by which species of industry, 
she would sometimes earn a few shillings. But her habits 
were now quite depraved ; what money she procured, wae 
all spent in drams, which she would drink to excess, and 
was frequently found in a state of stupor, which, but for 
the timely assistance of the person who discovered her, 
would have ended in eternal sleep. 

But what an object was she beeome ! instead of those 
fair blue eyes, which beamed benevolence, two dim, with* 
ered balls, almost sunken into her head, glared frightful 
and vacant an the passengAr. Her forehead, once so 
'Smooth and fair, was now covered with wrinkles ; her 
cheeks were thin, hollow, and discoloured ; and her neck 
and bosom scarred and sun burnt ; and her whole body in 
such a wasted condition, that the bones seemed ready to 
start through the skin. In lieu of that neat and coaafort* 
able dress which we have formerly described, she was 
now barely covered ; a few dun-coloured, thread-bare 
rags, hung about her person, and barely served the endi 
of decency, much more those of warmth ! 

One cold wintry morning, about eight o'clock, when die 
ground was covered*with snoW, a woodipan, walking to- 
wards his work over a field belonging to one Farmer Bm* 
ker, saw the body of a female sticking up to the waist in 
snow, and on approaching near to examine, found it to.be 

Soor Mary. She was quite dead, cold, stiff, and unsightly; 
er eye*balls glared frightful ; and the under jaw' having 
dropped, her mouth was filled full of drifted snow, and 



IIm tears from her cheek were frozen into i^uies of ic«^ 
Her right hand was clenched, and in its gripe was found 
a small piece of coarse brown bread, which, 'A was after* 
wards ascertained, was a portion of what had been given 
to her the night before. The body being dug up, was 
conveyed to the village workhouse, and buried at the ex- 
pense of the parish. Thus terminated the existence of 
poor Mary, the Maid of the Inn 
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One of the unfortunate pupils of the celebrated Abbe 
. de I'Epee, named Durmance, only son of a gentleman of 
great estate in Normandy, lost his father when he had at* 
tained his twenty -fiflh year, who left him in possession of 
landed propeTty.to the amou^of about ten thousand liv res 
per annum, anil an elegant mansion near Paris, which 
Durmance fixed upon for his place of residence. Deaf 
and Dumb from his birth, his virtuous and benevolent 
instructer had endeavoured to compensate for those defi- 
ciencies by storing his mind with every valuable acquisi- 
tion which could tend to alleviate his misfortune, and 
vender him more estimable in the regard of others. 

Although nature had been partially unjust to him, she 
had in other respects dealt her favours with a liberal hand. 
With a most captivating figure, she united a noble spirit, a 
l^nerous soul, and a most susceptible mind. He was de- 
votedly fond of reading, drew with taste, and excelled in 
all those accomplishments which it was possible to acquire 
under such unfortunate circumstances. Yet these tdenta 
he resolved to bury in retirement, under the humiliating 
idea, thftt he was wholly unfit for society. * In the gay 
world,' thought Durmance, * I should be considered bur- 
thensome and oljtrusive^ I could not join in their pursuits, 
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nor could tbey readily comprehend my sensatioiifl. 
FriendsbiDs could with difficulty be formed ; and luve— 
oh ! love, caD never be cherished in a female breast for 
the unhappy Durmance ! Here then ! will remain ; t can 
dispense part of my wealth in acts of charity : the poor, 
while they receive benefits at my hands, will guess my 
thoughts, and not be the less grateful for my donations, 
and those unfortunates who require no pecuniary aid, I 
can con^jole with tearstof sympathy. 

These satisfactory ideas reconciled the unfortunate 
young man to his lot ; and although when he witnessed 
the domestic felicity of some of his neighbours, he felt a 
Aeosation of regret, that such joys could never be his por- 
tion, his innate piety rendered him content with the dis- 
pensations of the Divine Regulator of all things. 

One fine morning in the month of May, Durmance, after 
a long walk in the forest of Vincennes, seated himself at 
the foot of a tree, and casting his eyes by chance down an 
avenue opposite to him, perceived a female approaching, 
holding by the* hand a child about twelve years of s^e. 
He gazed on her with surprise and admiration, for never 
before had he beheld such perfect beauty, united with 
such an air of sweetness and modesty. On a sudden he 
saw her fall ; her head had struck against an overhanging 
branch, and the blow laid her senseless on the ground. 
He fleur to her assistance ; the little boy who accompa- 
nied her was unable to render her any assistance ; and 
Durmance, trembling with agitation, raised the fair sixt 
lerer in his arms. 

The child in vain addressed himself ^ to our hero, wii# 
was incapable of understanding him. , At length the sweet 
girl unclosed' her eyes; and Durmance noticed with astoa* 
ishment, that she betrayed no emotion at finding herself 
in the arms of a stranger ; a sad pensiveness marked her 
lovely features, and her fine blue eyes seemed fixed on 
vacancy. He took her hand in his, and that instant her 
iace was sufiused with blushes ; and he now discovered 
that the fair object of his admh*ation wad blind* 

' This conviction filled his soul with the tenderest m^ 
pathy. * The similarity of their misfortunes gave birth te 
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lore, which the entbnsiastic Durmance mistook foi pitj* 
He took out bis tablets, and wrote a few Imes, which he 
put into the hands of the bojr, who fortunately could read, 
and repeated them aloud to his sister. Thus was an in- 
teliigence established between them, and he learnt with 
extreme regret, that Herminia had not only received a 
painful contusion, but had in falling sprained jier ancle so 
severely; that it was impossible for her to walk home, 
Durmance immediately, in writing, requested the little 
Leon to conduct him to the place of their dwelling, and 
acain receiving the lovely Herminia in his arms, to which 
her modest diffidence at first objected, conveyed her to 
her home. 

The door of the neat little mansion to which Leon had 
led hipi, was opened by an elderly -servant, who no sooner 
•aw Herminia in that situation, than she hurried away to 
Gall her mistress. Durmance deposited his precious bur- 
then in a large easy chair, which he bad no sooner done, 
than the grateful Leon threw his arms round bis neck, and 
with innocent smiles expressed his thanks. Durmance 
tenderly returned bis caresses, and instantly withdrew. 

Every thing in the hunible dwelling evinced poverty 
combined with content and neatness ; yet Durmahce was 
jiot sorry to find it so, and as he bent his steps towards bis 
own stately mansion, his heart overflowed with feelings of 
benevolence. * She is poor — she is unfortunate,' thought 
he ; ' the first evil I have the power to alleviate, the lat- 
ter would render my misfortune less objectionable to her. 
Bat how can we explain our sentiments to each other? 
even should our feelings be in unison, it would be difficult 
te establish a communication between two such unlbrtu* 
nate beingsi. Yet, who knows, some means may he found ; 
flit leaft it is worth attempting.* 

The next morning Durmance hastened into his garden, 
and basied himself in culling the choicest fruits and flow 
era, which he carefully deposited in a basket, and sent it 
ai a present to the fair Herminia, with a billet expressive 
of his tender sympathy, and anxious wish to be considered 
her friend. This delicUte present was received with the 
most lively pleasare by Herminia ; who, already interested 
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hy the kiDdueas of Durmance, and the aoimated descriptiov 
EtTen of him by the artless Leon, was *no less affected, 
by the knowledge of his misfortunes, than he was at her's. ' 

Herminta had l;>een afflic^ted with blindness for three 
years : a cataract had been formed in her eyes, which, for 
want of the means of obtaining proper advice, had occa- 
sioned total blindness. Owing to this misfortune, her ed* 
ucation had been negleoted, and having lost her parents in 
her infancy, and left to the care of a superannuated grand* 
mother, she had been unable to use any exertion for a 
maintenance ; consequently, their small stock of worldVy 
wealth gradually 'deer eased, and they were reduced to a 
state of extreme indigence at the period when chance first 
introduced Ilerminia and Durmance to each other. 

Anxious to obtain further knowledge of the fair cottager, 
Durmance repaired to her residence immediately aAer 
dinner. Herminia was amusing her aged grand-mother 
with a song, which she had learnt in her childhood, and 
accompanied it with a few wild notes on a harpsichord,^ 
arranged by. ear, for she had never received instruction; 
yet her taste was so good, and sense of hearing so exqui- 
site, that she cauldnreadily compose the harmony of any 
little baHad. On a> sudden she stopped ; she had heard a 
footstep approaching — ^the latch was lifted up, and a per- 
fume of amber filled the httle apartment. 

* It h the gentleman V exclaimed Herminia, starting up 
with a smile of pleasure on her dimpled mouth. — ^ How do 
you know, sister ?' asked the prattling Leon. — *• Because/ 
she replied, blushing, ' I can recollect that his hair had U^ 
same perfume.' — Leon instantly communicated this to 
Durmance, who felt a secret pleasure, that even the odour 
of the powder be wore in bis hair should be the means of 
recognizing him. — * Ah !' thought he, \ how could I doubt 
the goodness of Providence, when even such ways are 
conducive to the intelligence of two sympathetic hearts!* 

From that time he visited her every day, and at eveij 
visit found fresh cause to admire her sensibility and pene 
tration. Having consulted a friend of his^ who w&s a skil- 
ftil oculist, he found that an operation might safely be pei^ 
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formed in the sprio^ apon the eye» of Heminia^ and with 
every prospect of success. Darmance prevailed upon hev 
to consent to a trial of the experiment, and the delightful 
hope of seeing her loved Durmaoce, inspired her with 
courage. At the troae fixed on, every thing was prepared 
for the operation. The young oculist was ahoat the age 
of Herminia's lover, and a very- handsome young man. 
True love is always timid; and jealous of its prerogative, 
Durmance wished to make a trial of the instinctive aflfec- 
tion of Herminia, a^ cautioned his friend to maintain a 
prolbond silence, should his efforts be crowned with suc- 
cess : this being mutually agreed on, he took his seat be* 
' ude the operator, in a trepidation of hope and fear. 

The. room was darkened, and Herminia endured the pain 
necessariJy inflicted with exemplary fortitude. When the 
iNindages were removed, a small poition of light was ad- 
mitted, and 'Herminia exclaimed, in a voice of rapture^- 
* Oh, my God ! I can see ! — ^How strange every thing ap- 
pears !' She touched every .thing to ascertain its nature, 
and reconcile her ideas to a sense almost forgottei\ ; at 
length her eyes rested on the two gentlemen* 

' Which IS our friend D«rmance?* aske4Leon, lau^- 
' iDg, and rubbing his hands in ecstasy. Herminia stood 
m moment irresolute; for neither of them wore powder 
that day. AAer regarding them attentively, her coonte- 
nance brightened ; she approached Durmance, and Hatch- 
ing his hand, cried, ' I think this ft — yes, yes, I know I 
am not mistaken.' — Durmance, knowing by the action 
that she recognized him, caught her in his arms, and they 
mingled tears of joy together. 

A mirror was then brought to Herminia ; she looked 
ia it a short time, with evident delight. Durmance was 
alarmed ; he feared that the sight of her own uncommdh 
beauty would ^ve rise to a vanity inimical to his wishes, 
and he instructed Leon to inquire what pleased her so 
much. Her answer was simple and natural — • I thought 
at first that I beheld the pidture of my dear mother, whose 
features I well remember; but when I saw the figure 
move, and was cenvinced that it was the reflection of mj 
own form and features, I could not restraia my rapture at 
finding I was so likfi her.' 
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' The pleasing innoceoce of this answer quieted «n ft# 
scruples of Durmance. From that time Herminia derotied 
■11 her attention to her lover ; ihe*applied herself assidu- 
eiisly to learn writing, and soon made sufficient progrees 
to carry on a correspondence with her delighted lover ; 
and thus the intercourse between two faithfully attached 
hearts was carried on without the interference of a third 
person* In short, they soon became so necessaryio each 
other's happiness, that they deemed it no fonger ^^idful 
to delay a union so desirable to both. Herminia|^iy^ght. 
DO felicity equal to that of administering to thi^€om^rte 
and pleasures of the amiable Durmance. Whiil^)le^ en* 
raptured at the possession of one so fond and so^familbly 
felt secret satisfaction that he had the power Jto^rewani 
her tender and disinterested affection, by placing her in a 
situation which her beauty would grace, and her Tirtat 
dignify. 
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ORPHAN OF TH3E CASTLE; 

A GOTHIC STORY. 



Nbar the east coast of England, about jj^t miles from 
Berwick-upon-Tweed, and on the GermwDcean, stands a 
little ?f>ot called Holy Island, once the capnnV of the Norih, 
and the see of a Bishop ; but Ume, that changes all things, has 
removed the spuritual gorernment to Durham, and laid in ruins 
a castle, and a monaster/t tbe remains of which serve only 
ROW to recall to mind the strength and piety of our Gothic an* 
castors. 

Liniplnme is the name of tl:e castle as well as the monas 
tery, both of which are conjectured to Have been built soon 
ai^er the Conquest, or some time, at least,, before the time of 
the Crusades. ,. 

Edward de Courcy, a valiant yoon§ nobleman, and one of 
the favorites and companions of Richard in his famous expe- 
dition to the Holy Land, obtained this castle as a perpetual 
domain for himself and heirs forever from the hands of his 
imprudent though generous monarch, for his military services 
in the siege of St, John of Arc, where our gallant countrymen 
have since so eminently distinguished themselves against the 
marauding French arms. It had been, as before observe^* of 
great strength and cojisequence ; but by ^ikre of issue, had 
reverted into possession of the Crown. From this lime it was 
sufllered to fall into decay ; and posses«ng some remains of its 
ancient gothic magnificence 'k numerous and fierce banditti, 
got possession of Mm place, tletapidated and defaced it, until 
the^were dHvenout by the nei^houring Rarons, assisted by 
the li&g'>s troops ; yet enoiigh.remained visible to impress the 
mind with an idea of its former grandeur and sublimity. In 
this situation it became again a royal bequest to the noble 
Baron Mortimer St. Mar, who, at tlie age of twenty-five, took 
for a* wife tiie beautiful Lady Edith-, only daughter of Lord 
Brpomland, whose ancestors descended from De Courcy, the 
first possessors of this castle. 

Mortimer, in his early youth, had imbibed all the enthusi- 
asm of the age' of chivalry ; but, after his marri^^ge, his time 
was entirely domesticated \Mth his lady, who in three yeds 
time present«4 him with an nelt to the noble title of iMortiif .'' 
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pw event wai ihe caUseof much festivity at the ca.Ue- a~i 
the peasant,y ,n the neighbourhood partook of the BaroS^ 
hMpitaJity But, alas ! nTl human blessings are of short A. 
whon: , feveV removedjier from the sidelf her s^Sonate 
husband, and plunged him and his domestics in thrffi^ 
dmress. The resignation of Lady Edith was exemplar^^S 

Wen' '^^ ^"^ "*' ''*' 'P"'' '■"'■ ** happl^regiore 

The Baron's grief was of that kind, that it shrunk from nh_ 
servafon, to indulge it. he would often retire toX m^jj" 
frequented part of the castle, where he indulged hU mS^ 

ate «,fe. In this hopeless manner, day after day, andnirtt 
after night, did.he mourn his loss, often vowing neVwS 
to know peace or joy in the world. But time, which aC 
tie deepest impression, from the hardest substances. alleS 

c dToTerax7rom'Zi,*^r?'T °' ^" ''''^'^ "« '-^- 
cea to relax trom*isgHef: in short, he resolved attain to^n 

M servicers had nottin f^gSnTs^'ra^hf^rir'^^- 
command : but, previous to L depart *e! he ^pa^heH 
messenger with a letter t* hb brothe?, communicS to. him 
hjs mtentions and particularly reoommeS hi^tff,^, SS 
M«toner to hi, care and affection. In this fetter h^lid ^ 
forget his ancient domestics, the arrangement for whose fuCJ 
support he deferred untU hb brother's arrival. ' 

daf. Twelve^lrsT^H*", ''~'.^*'? "^""^ *"» Christmas 
other "Th!, ^ \- ^^. «'»?»«' Since they had seen each 

«ho.e Kenerosity was oV^uSl^T the^^f"™*' ' "^^^ 
by the los« nf hi. i-j ' ^"auefl hy the distress occasioned • 

calleS by courtesy and ttJfh^K*' ^''""^f <'"'" ^ "« *^ 
latent disno,itif,n nf ™.^ ? '' "* ^™"'*''' ""' entertained the 
not a lifi'i- • i { malevolence, thepropewity to which was 

Abbev Oh"ir'*' ^^ Ws religious education ^inJiSarae 

crooked nSicTnfT """"I'T ^ "^""^ Prerogative, andT 
crooKed policy of a cornipted court, had early taught him the 

so mucrtr'*"'" r '^ ""P'-^'Z ' y"* •"' «'"^'«' hM w2h 
s^^obtampTh^ '5*""°" to Jiis brother Mortimer, that^ 
preparat nnd i^ T"*' «'»''<»•«•«' ? and in a few days the 
S reXti^ ' ^? ''"PT" """"""•'edtoall bis servants hb 
p".ts. ""^ 'P''"'*'"« """"^ ye>"' « Jeast, in foreign 

V^t the Short interval of a few^^dar^ ^n'sotg ^^ -IpiS " 
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ever his infant son Mortimer St. Mar. His uncle. Lord Ed- 
JJ'^f^'^l^ad taken upon himself to be his guardian during his 
father's absence ; and promised to transmit to him, as often as 
an occasion offered, an account of his health, welfare, and 
PJ^ogress in learning. 

• A\. ^*"?^ ^^ departure arrived ; and, after being accompa* 
nied h^ his dependants several miles on the road, they severally 
took their leave with tears and benedictions ; nor did they lose 
sight of him till the parting rays of light absorbed the object 
from their sight. *=* ^ » •' 

Ten months elapsed before any tidings were received at the 
castle of Lord Mortimer ; when one evening, an old wounded 
kmgnt, named Count Nerva, sought admission at the castle 
gate with a letter to the Lord. It was written by its former 
possessor in the last agonies of <?eath» tki which he very pathe 
UcalJy lamented the helpless fate of his orphan child, recom- 
mending him most devoutly to heaven, and very earnestly to 
the protection of his uncle; nor were his servants fors;otten in 
!i- !l'*^®^''^ ^P^^^^' The old knight (Nerva) reported, thai he 
aied gloriously in the field of battle of his wounds, after having 
penned and charged him with the delivery of that letter. The 
Heir of the Castle was happily insensible of the loss of such a 
parent; and Lord Edward bore the tidings without much ap 
parent sorrow. A great change had taken place in the cas:le> 
Ine servants of the Baron had been, one after another, dis- 
missed from their employ, and Lord Edward's domestics occu- 
pied their situations. The principal apartments were occupied 
hy sycophantic dependants ; and nothing remained in its for 
naer state, but the little nursery of the infant orphan of the late 
Lord. Tl;ie care of this important charge had been from the 
first assigned to an old and trusty servant named Edwin, who 
had been a servant in the family from .the infan^jy of Lord 
Mortimer himself. Upon the news of the death of his lord and mas- 
ter, his grief knew no bounds ; he tore his vestments and his hair ; 
and, distracted with the violence of his emotion, ran up to the 
nursery in the tower, where, snatching up the child, who was 
at play on the floor, he knelt with him in bis arms before the 
picture of his lord, and veheoiently exclaimed, " O thou most 
precious relic of this noble house, where is now thy parent and 
protector !" These words were no sooner uttered, than an offi 
cious dependant of Lord Edward's, who was in waiting on the 
young Baron, carried the words to his master, and repeating 
them with additional incidents, completed the ruin of this true 
and affectionate servant ; for the next morning he was ca11«d 
into the hall, where he was informed his services would for the 
"* future be dispensed with ; and, with that, paying him his a - 
rears of salary, ordered him to depart. 
The good Edvi in withdrew with humility. He had perceived 
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the approach of ;h<) gathering ttorm ; ^nd he had, by every 
prrident means in his power, endeavoured to delaj his disinis- 
mon, which for some time past he had hourly expected to re- 
ceive. Imperious by habit, Lord Edward he knew was in- 
flexible, and opposition to his command would only irritate 
him farther. It was true, he had been placed by his noble 
Lord, Mortimer, about the person of his child, as he had in 
his infancy experienced tlie roost tender attachment ; but the 
authority that had placed him there was no more ; and, much 
as he regretted the loss of his former station, he submitted tx> 
it with resignation, without attempting to exculpate himself in 
any measure whatever, but putting up an ejacuiatory prayer to 
Heaven, for the safety of the heir of Mortimer, and invoking 
the shade of his old Lord to hover over and defend his child, 
he at last reached an hospitable peasant'4 hovel, where he in- 
tended to abide till a more favourable opportunity should draw 
him out. 

But the events of this world are not governed by the wishes 
of weak mortals, and death pays no respect to innocence more 
than to guilt, An epidemic distemper, soon after Edwin^s de- 

Sarture, seized the young St. Mar, the amiable heir of Lord 
lortimer, which, it was reported, he had caught from the 
sinister caresses of a bare- footed mendicant friar, who was suf- 
fered to visit the nursery in the guise of a confessor to a female 
attendant on the child, The disorder made rapid progress, 
and the thirteenth 'day gathered him to the communion of 
saints. 

At this disaster Lord Edward seemed to take on ; and his 
grief, thoiigb neither loud nor vehement, was decent. For 
several days he refused nourishment, nor would admit to his 
presence any of his household ; the light of day was shut from 
his apartment, and he gave unbounded indulgence to his la- 
inentations. But when the funeral rites were performed, and 
St, Mar laid in the vault of the castle, he appeared in the great 
hall, and received the compliments of the nobility, on his ac- 
/jcssion to the barony and honours of Lindisfarne. 

The disposition of Lord Edward was, by nature, turbulent, 
overbearing, morose, and irritable; to his inferiors haughty 
and supercilious, though fawning and obsequious to those 
above him ; but, notwithstanding the Inalice of his heart, he 
had so well concealed tiie venom of his nature by long prac* 
tising dissimulation, that he had imposed upon his unsuspect- 
ing brother, who, by constituting him guardian to his child, 
had invested him with all power and authority at the.CMtle. 
Now Lord of that castle, and jealous of his power, without 
any claim to its respect, he was by turns a tyrant and a para- 
site; for ihough he exacted, by disposition, the homage of 
h\s dependants, with abject meanness he was himself a sj5»ve U> 
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the sniilo of power ; unsocial by nature, and extremely avari- 
cious, the sounds of mirth and festivity were banished from 
the mansion of Lindisfame, the hospitable ban«|Uet no longer 
appeared ; and the gsies of the castle reluctantly unfolded 
their ponderou:< hin|j;es» even when the surly porter refused 
not admittance to the pilgrim and the stranger. 

The prido of the Baron gathei:ed consequence by seclusiooi 
and his austerity rendered him displeasing to the neitflitxHir 
ing nobility. His friendship he confined to one person, who 
ometimes visited him in his retirement. This was fifir Bevia 
of Yoik, who passed some months every summer at the oi^tle^ 
during tlie first seven years that Lord Edward was its master ; 
but at the end of that period he went abroad ; and after his 
departure, the Baron seldom went without the boundaty of his 
castle walls. 

Nineteen years after the death of young 8t, Mar, Richard 
returned from the Holy Land. All England rejoiced at the 
presence of their beloved Monarch, and the capital was throng- 
ed with ewerf de»criptioa of persons, to welcome his enlarge- 
ment from captivity. To show himself on this public instance^ 
Lord Edward emerged from his redrement, and crossing the 
sea, repaired in sullen state to the court of England ; he paid 
bis duty to the King : but his jaundiced mind turning, with 
disgust, from scenes of pleasure which his gloomy soul could 
iio longer 6njoy, he heartily set out oh his return to the castle. 
On his returning back, he narrowly escaped shipwreck ; but 
when he landed, he mounted his horse, impatient to arrive 
at his mansion, as the only theatre where his grandeur could 
be properly exhibited ; he , pressed his courser with impetu 
osity, and without delay, proceeded towards Lindisfarne< 
At th^ close of the dsky, a scorm firoai the east seemed fhst ap^ 
proaching, the hills gathered rain, a heavy black cloud dark-^ 
ened the road before him, and a crimson streak of sky hero 
and there added to tlie tremendous appearance of the bursting 
storm. The rain now fell in torrents, the blue lightning play- 
ed about his faoe, And the thunder rolled towards him. In 
rain they sought a sheiter from the rain ; the heath nefore 
them was a desolate waste ; and the moon, which at hitervals 
afiforded a faint light, only served to show them the dreari- 
ness df the plain, Lord fedward pressed vehemently forward, 
an4 soon discovered at some distance, the appearance of a 
dwelling* He advanced towards it ; but a small wicket im- 
peded his progress ; his horse, he knew, could easily clear 
i^; but in tain he used his spur, the sCeed refused. The fiery 
pirit of Edward, impatient at tiie storm, which now became 
aore violent, again prompted him to force his courser. The 
' orse reared, plunged, and, rearing a second time, fell back 
^on his Lord. The attendants who stood aloof, now ran to 
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his RssisUnce ; thej^ raised him from the ground, and saw by 
the light of the moon, which soon after shone out from betweeu 
the clouds, that the building before them was surrounded by 
a deep moat, over which was a drawbridge, which the wicker 
opened to. The bridge was drawn up ; and had Lord Ed- 
ward's courser obeyed his rider, they must both have been 
precipitated into a deep ditch« the sides and bottom of which 
weie full of long iron spikes. 

The servants calling loudly for assistance, a glimmering 
light appeared at one end of the building, and slowly moved 
within the grated windows. They waited some minutes, but 
no one appearing, they again demanded help. A belJ tolled 
, from the turret in the centre of the mansion, and a large doot 
being opened, an old man, in the habit of a priest, came for- 
warr', and seeing the person of Lord Edward in distress, im- 
mediately let down the bridge. They passed over it and 
following their reverend conductor, entered into a chapel, 
where the brethren of St. Anthony's monastery were at ves- 
pers. The superior stood at the altar, and beside him knelt 
a youth habited as a knight. His armour was of polished 
steel ; and his crested helmet being off, discovered a counte- 
nance animated and beautiful. His person, though he hardly 
appeared twenty years of age, was lofty and commanding. 
The service was interrupted ; and the youth ran to the assis- 
tance of the expiring knight. He unbuckled his helmet, wip 
ed the blood froiq his mouth, and Lord Edward discovered- 
signs of life. He breathed shdrt, and convulsively, groaned 
with extreme anguish, and opening his eyes, they becam 
fixed upon the stranger, when almost starting from their o 
bits, his limbs shook, and the blood-vessel which he had brok- 
en by his fall, again sent forth his crimson torrent. He at- 
tempted to speak ; but finding himself unable, his impatience, 
accejlerated his danger. His glaiing eye-balls darted their 
angry frowns by turns on the group that surrounded him, ana 
fearfully resting them on the stranger, his groans became 
more deep and inward. A suffocation, which tb^ appreheiir 
ded, soon, came on ; his respiration grew more (fiBlicait, and* 
after a ftiinl struggle, he expired ; but bis eyes, o^ver whicn 
death had laid a thick film, were unclosed, and still bent upon 
the warrior, who turned from the horrid spectacle ; and tne 
corpse being removed into one of the cells, joined with th« 
holy brethren in prayers for the departed. After nuiss was 
performed, the superior pressed the stranger to repose him- 
self for that night at the monastery ; but the storm beinjg'abit- 
ed, and the moon - shining with unclosed lustre, he dec '^ned 
his invitjition, and gracefully returning thanks for their nospi 
tality, mounted his horse, and pursued his track acroif tli#'^ 
heath. 



The attondaHts of the deceased Baron, Lord Edward, f^ar- 
took of what the convent aflfordedi and being seated round a 
god^.fire, Edm«nd, Lord Edward^s pn^e, eagerly inquired 
about the stranger, and received for answer, that he had been 
driven thither earlj in the evening by the storm, and at their 
sual hour of prayer, had joined them in tlieir devotions ; this 
W2LS all they could inform him. TJiey were struck, they said, 
by liis appearance ; and would the rules of dvility (for, retir- 
ed as they lived* they were not ignorant of thera) have allowed 
them to ask his name, they certainly should have demanded it: 
they supposed he was in the service of the King, as the cross 
on his shoulder was a token he fought against the infidels. 
Edmund, after a pause, said, ^* 1 have seen his likeness some- 
where, bat cannot immediately' recollect where." '*Yout 
thoughts meet mine, (replied Hubert, another of Lord Ed- 
ward's servants,) and 1 can help you to the place. He is the 
image of that pfcture at home in the great hall of our Lord's 
brother, who died in the Holy Land." In this and other dis- 
course they passed the time till day appeared,, when Edmund 
despatched a servant to the castle ; and as Lord Edward had 
no friends to respect . him while alive, no one mourned when 
tlie tidings of his death were made known at Lindisfarne.— 
He was, without much ceremony, interred in the vault at the 
feet of young St. Mar ; and with him the name and title ex- 
pired. 

When hb death was announced to the King, as Richard 
nobly rewarded those champions who had signalized them- 
selves in the Crusade, he bestowed upon Regmald Longford, 
the title, castle, and domains. 

Among tbe foremost of the warriors who had given proofs 
of their prowess in this roeoiorable cause, was Allen Fitz-Ro- 
bert, a youth of mean birth, but undaunted courage ; his no- 
ble person and intrepid spirit had been admired and reward- 
ed by Lord Longford, who had appointed him his esquire. 
Even Richard himself owed his life to his valour, and ever 
^ . after highly regarded him. 

^ He conferred upon him the honour of knighthood ; appoint- 

' ed him a station near his person ; and when he publicly de- 

clared the service for which he. requited him, pronounced his 
advancement to be the reward of his valour. And when this 
beloved Monarch was restored tp his people, after his unjust 
detention by Leopold, the Duke of Austria, Fitz-Robert was 
honoured with hi§ friendship, and daily received fresh proofs 
of his regard. He was entrusted with his confidence, and was 
employed in a service of secrecy, when the storm forced hira 
to take shelter in the raoniistery of Lindisfarne ; for Allen Fitz- 
Robert was the stranger who had witnessed the agony of the 
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expiring Edward, and bad joined in prayers foi the repose ofhis 
soul. 

Lord Longford, whose friendship for the youth daily In. 
creased, the more he became acquainted with hb virtues, and 
the more felt his partiality justified, was anuous to introduce 
him to his lady, who had already taken up her residence in 
the Castle of Lindisfarne. 

Upon thn transaction, Allen Fi^-Robert obtained permis- 
sion to pass a short time with the Baron ; and at the end of 
the fifth day, they arrived within sight of the mansion/ 

The horn was sounded by Longford's page, and-tbe'^xnter 
opened the gate. They passed the bridge, and entering the 
great door of the castle, crossed ^ quadrangle; aAd; met the 
Lady Longford at the entrance of the great haill-/ 'She wel- 
comed them to the mansion with all the transport 'of true af- 
fection, rejoiced at the presence of her Lordf tfhd, with an 
air of sweetness and dignity, extended her haJld to their guest* 
He had respectfully ta!ken it, when an exdanration from the 
Lady drew his attention ; and he had hardly time to remore 
from where he stood, when a heavy suit of armour, belong* 
^ ing to Lord Edward, the latter master of the eastle^ whioli 
happened to stand just above him, fell from Its station With a 
ponderous violence on the grotind. It was of great weight, 
and would most probably have injured Fitz-Robert consider- 
ably if the Lady, who had seen it totter, bad not warned him 
by her exclamation. The noise drew together the domestics, 
who gazed with wonder at the armour ; but,.j]appy to befaokf 
their master, pressed round him to welcome his arrival. One 
venerable person stood behind the rest, whom the Lad^ Long- 
ford particularly introduced. His name, she aia^yin^^^d- 
win, and he had formerly lived in the castle, a favoiifeit'kAd 
faithful servant of the Baron Lord Mortimer ; but that his suc- 
cessor had dismissed him from his service, and that he had since 
that period been struggling hard with poverty and age. ** On 
my arrival here, (said she,> he prayed that he might sometimes 
have permission to visit the castle, and, while it. remained 
in its present state, be permitted to feast his sight with the 
contemplation of his master's portrait. I have (continued she) 
assigned him a station in our household, and, by adding to 
his happiness, have considerably augmented my own ; anfl I 
know my beloved Longford will rejoice that his Matilda has 
soothed the declining life of a faithful servant." The Baio6 
pressed the hand of his beloved wife, and turning to Edwin, 
regarded him with attention. The old man had advanced in- 
to the middle of the hall; his face bore stronger marks «if sor- 
row than age, and his countenance, was intelligent,' but mel- 
ancholy ; he leaned a good deal on hit staff, his long mhite 



hau* was parted at the top, and neatly combed, hung apon 
his shoulders. The tears streamed down his cheeks, as he 
listened to the Lady's recital ; and his voice was broken by 
bis emotions, as he tlianked her for her goodness. 

At night, the banquet was prepared in the great hall, and 
during the repast, Fitz-Kobert regarded its loftiness and gran- 
deur with a kind of solemn admiration. Its roof was arched* 
and carried to the height of the castle, and the floor was ol 
black marble. The banners of knighthood were suspended 
from the sides of the apartment, which were decorated in dif- 
ferent parts with trophies of military valour. At the upper end 
of the hall stood the chair of state ; the lance and shield were 
crossed over the arms' of Lord Mortimer, which sustained a 
helmet adorned with an enormous plume ; these were placed 
over the chair, which was covered with crimson velvet. But 
Allen's attention was particularly attracted by two portraits at 
the lower end of the apartment ; one represented a warrior 
completely anned, with the vizor of his helm turned up; the 
other a lady, young and beautiful. The warrior seemed pre-' 
paring for battle, and his look bespoke resolution and cour- 
age. The lady's aspect appeared strongly pictured with re- 
signation, fortitude, and love. The Baroness remarked his 
attention to the portraits, and said, '* These are the objects 
of Edwin's idolatry : they are not, he affirms, half so beauti- 
ful as the originsds : but we must make some allowance for 
the old man's partiality to his master and mistress." 

The evening passed with rapidity; the clock had struck 
twelve before they thought of parting, when the Baron con- 
ducted Fitz-Robert in his apartment, which was situated near 
bis own, on the western side of the castle. A long gallery 
iwhich bad two doors at the end, led to the state chambers : 
one of these doors opened to the youth's, and the adjoining 
one, which was strongly fastened, the Baron told him, had 
been formerly used as a passage to the chapel ; but that they 
had never opened it, having always gone through the quad- 
rangle, or square of the castle. 

Longford having seen that his friend was properly aecommo<! 
dated, retired to his own chamber. Fitz-Kobert looked round 
his apartn^ent which was large anti lofty ; it was hung with 
tapestry that represented a tournament ; his bed was of crimson 
velvet, ih^ arms umilar to those in the hall placed in the 
dome ; an heavy lance and target were crossed over the chim- 
ney, and a large picture fronted the bed's foot. The picture'' 
represented a group of figures that surrounded a lady, who 
was sitting under a canopy with a child in her lap ; a gentle . 
man stood leaning over the back of her chair, looking at a 
man who seemed pressing forwards to view the infant. He 
cVised the taper, to examine the figures distinctly, uid saw 
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upoD the child's wrist, the exact form of an arrow. He drevir 
ap her sleeve, and smiled at the oddncss of the circumstance r 
as he had a similar mark on his own arm. He looked at the 
picture for some minutes with the warmest admiration ; it was 
done by the hand of a master; and he applauded the judg- 
ment and taste of Longford, who he had informed him, tliat 
it was his intention to continue in its present state the gift of 
his sovereign. Fitz-Robert's rest was broken and disturbed ; 
his sleep was unrefreshing ; and his mind occupied by dreams 
of conversation with the ancient inhabitants of the castle ; the 
forms of persons he had never seen before, hovering round his 
bed, and he awaked in the corning harrassed and uiicom/brt- 
able. They assembled at breakfast; and tliat day, and the 
following, were passed in receiving the congratulations of nu- 
merous visitors. 

' Edwin appeared to have renewed his asi^e. He had become 
his master's confidential attendant, and often, while looking 
at him, tears silently rolled down his face. He frequently 
entertained him with the praises of the late Baron Mortimer 
and his Lady, and expatiated with rapture on their numer- 
ous virtues. This faithful Historian was never so happy, as 
when he drew Fitz-Robert's attention to his discourse. Ths 
smile of triumph lighted up his features. When he related the 
prowess of his old master ; but ihe recital was concluded with 
a sigh, that the Tirtues he recorded should sleep in the grave, 
where he himself would most gladly lie down^ for ever. 

On the third night, he appeared at the bottom of the stairs, 
and requested permission to light Fitz-Robert to his apartment. 
This office he continued to perform ; and one night, as they 
passed through the gallery, he observed htm transiently look • 
ing at the pictures. He stopped, and pointing at the diflferent 
personages that came within his own recollection, aniarged on 
their various excellencies. A venerable lady, whose portrait 
he particularly noticed, was, he said, Horatio St. Mar, mother 
of his Lord. She was in a religious habit, having founded a 
monastery, on the death of her husband, of which she had 
been abbess, and her great le^irning and piety bad during her 
life been the theme of every tongue, llie youth regarded 
the picture with admiration, and reluctantly passed on to the 
next. This represented a warrior, whose face heg^medto 
have a faint recollection of having seen. Edwin made no 
comment on this personage, and quickly passed on to the por- 
trait of his mistress, the Lady St. Mar ; but Fitz-Robert still 
looking at the warrior, Edwin told him, that was Lord Ed- 
ward his master's brother, the late possessor of the castle, 
who had been killed by a fall fiom his horse near Lindisfarne 
Abbey. Fitz-Robert, by the mention of this circumstance^ 
immediately recollected that the person, whose death he bail 
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iTitiiessed at the raonastj^ry, strong^Lj resembled the picture be- 
fore him. ** I was present at his d'ls^otution/^ he rejoined« 
** and never beheld so melancholy a sight ; be died in great ago- 
ny, and visibly struggled against the approach of death/* Oh ! 
(said Edwin in a whisper, and looked f'^arfully around him« 
as if he would not be heard,) be never enjoyed himself wbil« 
alive, and no wonder he should shrink from deaih/* 
. Fitz-Robett took the taper from Edwin, and raising it to 
examine the frowning visage of Edward, the light suddenly 
grew pale, and was soon perfectly extinguished. He told tbif 
old man to wait, while he ran to bis own apartment to light 
it at his fire. They were in total darkness, and Fitz-Robert 
cautiously groping for his door, found' i*,^ as he thought, a-jar. 
He cxossed the threshold, but scarce had: he gone a step be- 
yond it, before he found tlte ground give way beneath his feet, 
and he fell, with great foice, a considerable depth. ' He was 
much bruised; and behig without any light, was apprehen- 
sive of falling still further, if he attempted to gain the gallery* 
Ke called loudly on Edwin, who having heard him CalU had 
knocked at the Baron*s chamber, to beg he would go to hit 
assistance. Longford, who had not yet retired to his bed, 
opened his door, and advanced towards the place from whence 
he heard his friend's voice ; but when he saw by the light 
that he held in his hand, that the bolted door was thrown 
open, and that Fitz-Robert answered him from thence, his 
astonishment dieprived him of speech. ' He looked at Edwin 
for information, who, pale as death, could only relate their 
employment, and that Fitz-Robert had only gone to his apart- 
ment to relight his taper. Longford ran to the assistance of 
his friend, and with some difficulty helped him to regain the 
gallery. The Baron then said, for that night, he should sus« 
pend any fiirtfier inquiries ; but the next morning be would 
tind otii the truth. Eldwin looked with meaning, and crossing 
juimself devoutly, said, ^ God, in hfs appointed time, will dis- 
cover aH things I'' They placed the bar across the door; 
but its weight required all the strength that the Baron and his 
friend possessed to lift it. 

They then separated for the night, and Fitz-Robert, for the 
first time, tamed the key of his apartment. He sat down hy 
his fire, ck which only a few dying embers remained, and re- 
volving what had passed, thought succeeded thought ; and hf*- 
so deeply meditated upon the many events of his life, that 
his candJe was expiring in the socket, before he perceiv^ 
that he must make haste to undress himself, or he should soon 
be left tn darkness. 

The^ clock had just struck one, when a Doi|e in the gallery 
drew his attention. He listened, and distinctly heard th^ 
sound of footsteps * a light rustling of ^armenti appeared ^ 
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proceed from the unfrequented passage. He opened his door; 
the noise ceased, and he attributed it to his imagination. He 
advanced a few paces into the gallery; hut all -yas silent; 
upon which he returned into his chamber, and retired to rest, 
^ith a mind devoid of fear, though not perfectly tranquillized 
from the events of that night. 

In the morning, he strove to recollect the wild excursions 
of his sleeping fancy ; he remembered, that at one time he 
supposed he had involuntarily drawn aside hb curtain to look 
at the picture from whence he thought the Lady descended ; 
who having approached his bed, took him by the hand, and 
egarded with attention, the maik upon his' wrist: a warrior, 
. he fancied, then entered his room, and bade him rise, when 
nach taking a hand, they led him down the bolted passage. 
At another time, he had imagined he was at the court of Rich- 
ard, who created him a Baron of the reakn- These visions of 
the night appeared so real, that there were moments when he 
could hardly dispossess himself of the idea, but that the Lady 
really had conducted him to the adjoining tower, and that bet 
descent from the picture was no illusion. 

He met the Baron and his Lady at breakfast; they dis- 
coursed of the unexplored passage, and various conjectures 
occupied their thoughts and conversation, till their repast 
was concluded, nnd each had retired to dress for the diy. 

When Matilda had retired also, the Baron summoned all 
his servants to the great hall, and threatened them with his 
displeasure if they evaded the truth, promising his forgive 
uess to whoever had been led by curiosity to open the boltec 
. apartment. They all declared, that (since they must speak) 
none of them ever willingly went near that end of the castle ; 
and as for ^ room which joined the tower, it was well known 
to have been shut up for years before Ms Lordship was mas- 
ter of the castle. The Baron looked angry, and sternly amaz- 
ed, and addressing himself to Edwin, who^ was listening at- 
tentively (but without speaking) to what passed, asked him 
whose this apartment was when he lived in the castle. " My 
Lord's," replied Edwin, "till his departure for the Holy 
Land ; then the young Baron occupied it ; biit I was dismis«^ 
aed soon after the melancholy event of my Lord^s death was 
made known here : some of the domestics, however, informed 
me, that a few days after the interment of the young Lord, 
the Baron caused all the rooms at this end of the ca^tte to b« 
shut up ; and removed himself from the chamber in which 
your Lordship sleeps, to que on the eastern side of the mani- 
!tton/' Was ever any cause assigned for this removal ?" said 
flie Baron. " Only this," answered Edwin, " that his Lord- 
ship could not bear the sight of places which so forcibly ire- 
^lindeil bim of persons whose loss so much afRicted him* 
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** What apartments are there beyond the door at the end of 
tlie gallery ?" inquired the Baron. " Two my Lord," repli- 
ed Edwin ; *' the steps are strait till you arrive at a small land- 
ing place, which has two doors, one on the right, and the 
other on the left ; the left hand one was formerly occupied by 
Father Launcelot, and that at the right was the confessional ; 
the stairs froip this place were narrow and winding, and ter- 
minated at the bottom by the vault. At her morning devo- 
tions, my Lady always went this way to the chapel, as bein^^ 
less exposed than crossing the great court of the castle.*' 

Fitz-Robert, during this conversation, appeared buried in 
thought. He was roused, however, from this reverie, by the 
Baron^s resolution of exploring the Haunted Tour, which he 
found was the name it was commoni^ known by. FVtz- Ro- 
bert offered to accompany him ; an\\ a& Bdwin was the only 
person acquainted with the situatioi^ of the place, the Baron 
ordered him to lead the way. Being etch providerl with a 
light, they proceeded to the bolted door, which was opened 
with great difficulty. £dwin advanced f rst ; but the wind, 
which in. opening the door, had ascenoed the stairs, blew out 
his torch. Fitz-Robert, who was next him, then took the 
lead, and descended; tlie Baron followed, and Edwin had no 
sooner put his foot upon the second ^tair, than the door fell 
fast behind hifn. 

At the approach of the light, the birds, that had been for 
many years in quiet possession of the building, flew from their 
nBsts •, the walls had in many places gone to decay, and the 
creeping ivy had found its way through; the stairs were 
much broken, and by the constant damp were covered with 
green moss. A projecting step, that jutted from the loose 
earth, had broken Fitz-Robert's fettr"whieiJ,-a*-fh€;f- paSseo^ 
the spot, they stopped to examine, and Edwir^picked up 
something from the ground. It was, to appear^mce, an old 
jpiece of copper; but rubbing it upon the floor, it acquired 
an air of brightness, and, holding it to the light, he exclaimedt 
*' It is a gold clasp, that was worn by my young Lord." They 
arrived at the landing-place, and found both doors open.— 
They entered first the habitation of the iioly man. The fur- 
niture was going rapidly to decay. It consisted of a pallet bed, 
ft table, a crucifix, a small picture of ihe virgin, his cowl, a 
few Latin manuscripts, and an earthen lamp. Sir Allen 
Fitz-Robert stumbled on a small bundle that lay on the floor, 
which they took up, and examined. Within was a child** 
vest, of white satin, the border curiously worked ; and a clasp, 
the fellow to that found on the stairs. , 

They examined the apartment with care, and turning uo 
the straw bed found several mourning habiliments, a scarC 
and a beaver adorned with black feathers, a lance, and a 
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shield with the. arms of X«indlsfarne painted on it ; the dress 
had evidently been worn m a funeral. "■ Who attended 
jroiing St. Mar as chief mournei ?" said the Baron to Edv-ir. 
*• Sir Bevis of Vork, my Lord," replied the latter. " Were 
you present at the interment ?** ** I was. A mu1tttud^> of 
spectators assembled in the chapel ; I mixed with the crowd, 
and mourned, with real sorrow, the early deatn of the young 
heir." " And what," said the Baron, ** became of the knight 
who attended your young Lord to the vault of his ancestors V 
'*£ome years after," replied Edwin; 'Mt was rumoured 
among the servants of the castle, that he had undertaken m 
pil^rmiHge to Jerusalem, and died on his return home." 

They then left the cell of Fatlier Laimcelot, and cros^g 
the platform, passed through the confessional into the chapel. 
They had great difficulty to open the door which led into it ; 
but, after mfinite labour, accomplished their purpose. They 
then repaired to Lady Matilda, whom they found in the gal- 
lery, where they all looked with amazement at the door wliidi 
had fallen fast of itself as they were descendinf^. 

The Baroness was informed of all they had seen ; and the 
bundle, which they had found in father Launc^lot*s ceil, was 
again opened. Her astonishment jequalled their*s ; and though 
the Lord Longford reluctantly harboured unfavourable thoughts 
of the deceased Lord Edward, he could not help giving way 
to suspicions, that all had not gone as it ought in the castle of 
Lindisfarne. 

Edwin retired to his apjirtment, and opening the treasui 
committed to his charge, contemplated, with wonder and at- 
tention, the mantle and vest. Th^se sacred pledges of a noble 
Banie, now buried in the grave, be ioLded to his breast, and 
silently invoked the Avenger of wickedness to disclose in his 
own good time the fate of the infant St. Mar. That he was 
at peace in the vault of the chapel, was a truth that Edwin 
was well convinced of ; but the garment found in the cell, the 
strange events of the western tower, the desertion of those 
apartments during Lord Edward's life, and the fall of the 
stranger down the unfrequented passages, all perplexed hira 
with conjecture. He hoped he knew not what. The name 
of Mortimer was no more, and he still adored the portrait of 
*i\s Lord ; yet his eyes now more frequently dwelt on the youth 
Fitz-llobert ; and irresistible attachment' to the stranger had 
rooted itself in his bosom, and his thoughts hi voluntarily rest- 
ed upon him. 

The conversation at the castle the whole of that day turned 
on no other subject than the Haunted Tower. The more they 
thought of it, the more the mystery increased. The doo' had 
certainly opened without human assistance, and had closed also 
wiliiout help. This last ^circumstance, indeed, nAght t^e ac- 
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«ouQted for by a draft ef wind ; but it was firmly fastened al- 
so, aiid every endeavour to open it again now proved ineifee- 
taal ; it was necessary, however, it should appear to the do- 
mestics, as if what had happened was not thought worthy of 
regard. At night, the great haJi was filled with visitors, anU 
the usual diversions took place ; the festivity that the Baron 
promoted in the evening dissipated the alarms of the day ; 
ar i when the hoiu* for retirement arrived, the inhabitants of 
the castle slept in peace, devoid of apprehension, even of the 
Haunted Tower. 

But Fitz-Robert, whose apartment was more nearly con- 
nected with it, alone took a retrospect of what had past. 
Though utterly devoid of superstition, he was firmly convih* 
ced that a superior power had directed the events of the day. 
The miraculous opening of the door, the garment found in 
Father Lauocelot's cell, and the noise he had heard in the 
gallery the preceding night, all impressed him with a thorough 
belief^ that -the tower adjoining his chamber had been the 
place of. action for some great work of iniquity.; and be 
thought it not improbable, but that be migbt be chosen as the 
instrument of Providence, to discover the secret. His faJlui- 
to the unfrequented passage, the door of which must have 
opened to receive him, gave birth to this opinioa ; and he de- 
termined to obey the wiU of Heaven, should he be called up- 
on to answer the summons. He had undressed and was lying 
down in his bed, when a rustling on the opposite aide of his 
apartment, andalew voice, pronouncjpgtheuame of 8t« Mar« 
made him start from his pillow, wd hastily undrew his cur- 
tain. He looked attentively, and listened, but neither saw 
nor heard any thing more. He composed himself again to 
rest ; and relying on that providence which had hitherto so 
manifestly pr.etected him, was just falling into a slnmber* 
^hen the same voice, but louder, calling on St. Mar, awaked 
him. He drew his sword, which always lay upon his pillow^ 
and uodlrawing the curtain, bad set one foot on. the floor, when 
^is faculties were suspended, and his whole frame petrified 
^y what he saw. The same figure he had belield in his ^leep» 
'the first night of his arrival at the castle, now passed slowly 
before him, and waving her hand with a majestic air, bade 
him in a solemn tone, to repair to the monastery of JLdndis- 
• fame ; and slowly retreating towards the door of his cham- 
ber, in the same solemn tone, bade him remember, and 
pointing towards the picture, said, ** Tht mother warns 
THEE !** Thrice he attempted to speak, but his voice 
died away ere be could articulate a single sentence ^ a secret 
power deprived him of utterance, and bis straining eye-balls 
iollo*ved her to th« door. A faint light streamed amund the 
vision, and encompassing the fleeting shadow, enveloped her 
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in its bright nMs; the luminous appearance still irradiated his 
chamber ; he extended his arms towards it, and exclaimed, 
^* O ! if thou art not an illusion of the brain, tell me why this 
command!" But the phantom had disappeared ere he could 
utter his adjuration. He threw himself on the bed, and it was 
some minutes before he could recover himself from the per- 
turbation into which he had been thrown. The figure of the 
lady was deeply impressed upon his memory, and exactly re- 
sembled the portrait of the Baroness of Mortimer in the great 
hall ; but the words " Thy mother warns thee," vibrated 
in his ear. The command to repair to the monastery of Lin- 
disfarne was inexplicable ; but he resolved to obey the man- 
date, and leave the rest to the disposal of Heaven. He wait- 
ed with impatience for the morning, and when he heard the 
Baron quit his chamber, joined him in the gallery. They 
descended the stairs ; and Fitz- Robert, with an agitated coun 
tenance, and a voice that betrayed the perturbation of his 
mind, related to hhn the appearance of the spectre, and her 
command to repair to the monastery. The Baron embraced 
him with fervor, and listened with attention to an account of 
all he had seeti that night in the western apartment; and it 
was fixed that the folfowing morning Fitz-Robert sshould quit 
the castle. The Baron did not wait for an invitation to ac- 
company his friend ; but feeling himself in some degree a par- 
ty concerned, as Lord of the mansion where those strange 
events had befallen his guest, rrrdde an immediate offer of 
bearing him tothpaay on nrs journey. Fitz-Robert, he clear- 
ly saw. Was the person to whom Providence had delegated 
some important discovery, as the former possessors of the cas- 
tle had quitted the peaceful mansion of the grave to deliver 
flieii commands to a low born stranger. He crossed himself 
with devotion ; and as the family of Longford was innocent^ he " 
trusted the punishment would only fall upon the guilty. " My 
Sov^ereign (said he) bestowed upon me this noble iifiheritance ; 
but if a higher Power #ills me to resign it, I submit to its de- 
crees," •♦ His will be done, said Fitz-Robert, also crossing 
himself. 

They agreed to keep Lady Matilda ignorant of the resA 
cause of their departure from the castle; a mandate Trom the 
Kmg^ requiring Fitz-Robert's immediate presence, was to be 
the ostensible reason, and that the Baron intended accompa- 
nying him part of the way. The Baroness lamented the loss 
of their guest ; and In the warmest terms, pressed him to re-, 
turn to them, whenever he could disengage himself from b's 
attendance on the king. Fitz-Robert's heart was replete 
with gratitude ; though the power of thanking her bywords 
was denied; but his looks were more expressive than the most 
laboured eloquence : he knelt at her feet, and at last exclaim 
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ed. *' On the uncertain smiles of courtly favour I have erer 

S laced a precarious dcpendance ; but tiiough educated by the 
ands of indigeocts, and trained to poverty from my crudV, 
yet, Lady, poitsessed of your*s and my Ix>rd Longford's re- 
gard, I could forego the smiles of power, or return to the 
cottage which ambition first caused me to desert.*' This de- 
claration was made with a sinceiitv of heart that was evident 
in the expression of his animated features. He retired to his 
apartment, to make the necessary preparations for his intenii- 
ed departure, witli a mind wholly absorbed by the enthusiasm 
of friendship. His affections, strong and ar^nt, rested them- 
seWes on iiis patron* the Lord Longford, with an attachment* 
which had every requisite to render it permanent. Gratitude* 
was the basis on which the purest friendship had erected its 
structure; the character of his friend he had adopted as a 
model fcnr his own. 

They passed (bat day at the castle, without the interruption 
of visitors ; and as they meant to depart at the dawn of the 
following day, when the Baroness rose to retire, be advanced 
towards her, and bowing upon the hand she presented, said, 
*^ 1 go, madam, to attend a summons I dare not disobey ; 
hut though commanded by a power whose mandate I must re- 
spect, yet the soul of Fitz-Robert mil still remain at the cas- 
tle of Lindtsfame. Your goodness, lady, shall (Aieer my 
heart, and vour patronage will secure me the favour of the 
world." 

At the dawn of day, Fit2-Robert and the Baron met in 
the hall. Edwin, who had risen to look once more at Fitz-> 
Robert, stood at the door to bid them farewell. The youth 
thanked the old mah for his attention, who fkfling at his feet, 
embraced his knees, and prayed that Heaven wtmld pour its 
blessings on his heAd. •♦Forgive me (said he,) bu t * *» 
•' But, what?" said Fitz-Rbbert. " Oh, (rejoined Edwin,) thoa* 
art the image of my Lord ?'* The youth trembled ; and sup-' 
porting himself on the back of a chair near which he stoQ«l« 
inarticulately answered, " of thy Lord !** ** Yes, (relied Ed- 
win,) the hero dt. Mar." Lord LcMigford, who had quitted th«i 
ball to give some orders to his servants^ at tAiisinsiunt returned, ) 
atid, tdfd Fitz-Roben heVas Teady^ The' old* nam: wnm^ 
Iris hand, and when he could no lot)f||^ behold ' him^ returned' 
into the hall, and by regarding ihe portndl^with increased ji^ii 
tention, was more and n*ore coik'viDbed|'Ui«t:had yoiing S«jf 
Mar himself been alive, he cottld not havcr<ib«rde a*stRMigar> 
resemblance to the picture, than tly6 fouth who^ faadjiistfj^t 
the castle. * ' 'T.-. » .'k ^ 

At the end of the second da^, tHt»'travbltani'iwto%,irlthinWt. .. 
lew hours ride of the monastl^ry, imd, as the nigit' wait «(dniK** 
ingon, the Baron advi^«^ vesting iHtthi^ liidndtt^t ltari< 
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Robert was impatient to proceed, and they arrived at the con- 
vent abuut niidniglit. The passing bell, which proclaimed 
an approaching dissolution, was toiling in the chapel. Thej 
obtained admittance ; and the brother, who opened the gate, 
informed them, that the holy fathers were all assembled In 
the chapel, where lay Father Jerome at the point of death. 
It was the custom in this c^mvent, when any member of their 
community was at the last extremity, to remove him into the 
chapel, where confession being made, absolution was given, 
and the holy sacrament being administered, the good fathers, 
as a warning to themselves, waited to witness the last sigh of 
their expiring brother. ' The strangers entered the chapel ; 
and the awful scene that presented itself before them, caused 
each to turn involuntarily from the sight. 

In the middle of the chapel, on a bed of straw, lay the ema- 
ciated form of the expiring father ; his head was uncovered 
and the woollen cloth, which barely met over his convulsed 
chest, was fastened round his waist by a black cord ; his eye» 
were sunk within their sockets ; his lips moved ; a quick ir- 
regular hiccup agitated his frame ; and his feeble hands grasp- 
ed a crucifix, on which be bent his glassy eyes. The last mo- 
ment seemed arrived, and he appeared at the point of death* 
The venerable superior knelt by his side ; and at the solemn 
adjuration of, *'I charge you, a;» you are soon to stand be- 
fore the presence of your God, to repent you of your sins,*' the 
almost expiring lamp of life faintly revived, and after a pain- 
ful struggle for articulation, in a hollow voice, which seemed 
iHcoken by anguish, the dying father uttered these words :— • 
*^The hour is mdeed come, when Sir Bevis de Morney must 
wait the due punishment of his crimes.** At the sound of this 
name, Fitz-Robert rushed forwards. The noise of bis ad- 
vancing drew the attention of the father, who, uttering a loud 
cfy, exclaimed, ** It is St. Mar himself 1*' A cold sweat be- 
dewed his face, his limbs shook, he grasped the crucifix, and 
hb eyes rolled wildly every way, but where the stranger stood : 
exclaiming, '* Oh I if you have any mercy, remove that 
dreadful vision ;'* and deeply groaning, he called to heaven 
for pardon. The superior urged the necessity of being com 
j^iosed, as acoftfession of aU he knew respecting the person ber 
fore him, was the surest w^y of obtaining the pardon he pe>. 
titioned for. He fearfully and irresolutely turned bis eyes 
towards the youth, who knek beside him, and having regard- 
ed him for a few moments, in an implonng^accent said, *^Tefi 
me if it be an illusion of the brain, for if not, it is the off- 
spring of St. Mar." Fitz-Rofoert clasped his hands in an ago-« 
»y of expectation-— '* If on thy right arm (continued the pen- 
itent) there is an arrow — ** The youth drew back his sleeva 
«*A fitint troile brightened the expiring man's features; hei 
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pressfid the ctracifix to his lipt aad inaiticuUtely stid, <• tha 
noui of retribiuiou is ^nlve-i. .ind JMstice h«s fallen on l^• 
guilty; tne injured Oi|iiibA oi th«» i^astle is called upon .. 
witue»s tilt} shame and conOission of Sir Bevis da Morney '* 
The superior blessed these dawouip oi repentance, llu paus- 
ed a • iBonient, and turning towards the jrouch, said, ** Thy 
true name^is Mottimer St. Mar; and thou art the image of 
thy father. On his retiring to the Holy Land, he entrusted 
thee to thy uncle*s protection. Dangerous con&Ience. lie 
sought thy life to inherit thy possessions ; and, knowing the 
barbarity and villainy of my nature, (for we had but one mind), 
proposed to me to be thy executioner. It was reported you 
had caught an epidemic distemper of a child belonging to one 
of the domestics ; your death f flowed in due Ume : and a fic- 
titious funeral was celebrated with great pomp. During this 
period, you was kept with the domestic, who was entrusted 
with the secret, in Father Jjauncelot's cell. There 1 decend- 
ed at midnight, and having taken off your upper garments, 
which were heavy, and tod costly for that concealment we 
ivished to preserve, in tlie hahit of a peasant, with you in my • 
arms, I e^ped, under cover of night, the prying eye of cu- 
riosity. The domestic locked the doors of the chapel after 
me. and I proceeded, on ray way amidst the peltings of the 
bitterest storm I had ever remembered. A sleeping draught 
had been previously given you, which locked your sceases in 
forgetfulness. I had twice attempted during the darkness of 
the night to execute the commands of Lord Edward, and the 
last effort would have accomplished tboiu. My poignard ivas 
raised for the stroke, and your bosom bared to receive it, 
when the lightning, which was almost incessant, jg thai in 
stant rested its light upon your beauteous form. A smile play- 
ed upon your face, and I felt a superior power arrest my arm. 
I determined to spare myself the crime of actual murder, and 
leave you in the wood, to be rescued by the mercy of some 
pitying traveller. At the gray of the morning, I placed you 
in the path that ^as made through the foresti and retired 
among the thickest of the trees. A peasant going to his morn- 
ing work, heard your cries, for you had just awoke, and 
taking you from the ground, pressed you to his heart. His 
rugged countenance spoke the feelings of humanity, and plan- 
ted a tliousand daggers in my own bosom, I had pledged 
myself to execute the will of your insatiate and savage uncle, 
who had hired me to take away the life he was bound to protect ; 
and a base born peasant, labouring, perhaps, under indigent 
poverty, had rescued you from certain death. 

«^ 1 foIJOH'ed him at a distance, till I saw hun enter a ham • 
let on the skirt of the forest,«and then returned to the castle. 
I received the promised reward;. but Lord Edward had al- 
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r<s3<Jy exf«»n«fw^ the pangs of an ancusing Cfmscif^n^n ; m» 
tjemt>i«tl H'nen I presented the poienard, witir wrliich I toid 
him i bad taken your life ; and before I quitted the mansion 
had entirely forsaken Jhe western side of the castle. But I 
must hasten to conclude, for I feel that my dissolution is at 
hand. I went abroad in search of that rest England denied me, 
but there I experienced the torments of the damned. Your 
figure night and day constantly wa» present before me, and I 
revisited my native land more miseraUe than when I left it; 
at length distracted by remorse, and burthened by a sense o. 
my guilt, I determined, by a life of mortification and repen* 
tance, to procure that pardon I had so little right to expect. 
You (turning to the superior) received me into your commu- 
nity ; and had peace b^n allotted for me I should have found 
it here; but my mind has been harassed by perpetual tu« 
mults, and an inward decay has rapidly brought me to the 
grave. Three nights ago, being at prayer in my cell, the 
faint light of the lamp that was burning on my table, sudden- 
ly gave place to a blaze of ethereal lustre that shone round my 
bed ; the form of lady St. Mar presented itself to my astonish- 
ed sight, and, in a voice of electrical harmony, told me, she 
bad warned her child, who was still alire, to repair t» the 
monastery ; and bidding me repent the bright flame again' in- 
closed her, and in an instant my cell was in total darkness.. 
This -vbion so powerfiilly aflected my sinking frame, that it 
has hastened my dissolution ; but I die contented, since the 
true heir of St. Moir wiD be restored to bis ancient right." He 
requested them to raisertikn from his pallet ; but whilst they 
were lifting him, his head siink between his sboul^rs, his 
limbs became convulsed, his eyes fixed in their sockets^ and 
a deep eonvnlsed, groan issuing from his breast, he expired. 

The youth contemplated with a variety of emotions the life- 
less corpse of the departed Sir Bevis, and turning to Lord 
liongford, who remained silent, threw hifflself before him, 
and, in a voice of grief, exclaimed, O ! do not regard me 
as a claimant to Lindisfame, but look on me still as the or- 
phan Fitz.Robert! I have no friend, if you reject me; no 
one to aid me with counsel or advice. Blessed spirits of ray^ 
parents, hover over your cbifd, and enable him to^ aet as the 
descendant of St. Mar in the intricate path before him !" The 
Baron knelt beside bin), and embracing him with fervour as- 
sured him of his counsel and friendship. ^ That I have been 
an usurper, (said he) was permitted by Providence for wise pur- 
poses. Had Richard bestowed the castle on another, your claim, 
perhaps, might not have been so easily established.'* They 
then debated Vhat steps they should take, and fitst determin- 
ed to go to the village where his «upposed parents died. He 
bad been informed, on. bis tetum fi^om the ' Crusade, that his 
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m^thei tmd left, a small box in tiie hunili^ut \hm p«^a wtv) tmy^ 
fessed her. He hHd never yet claiiiied it; ms knowing their 
poverty, he imagined it contained nothing of *:ons«quence ; 
but the hope of ehicidating his birth, now made him consider 
it »s a treasure. Tlie priest, on being appJied to. presented, 
hin with the deposit, which he had received from Bertha Fitz- 
Robert, on her death bed ; and delivered to him at the same 
time a sealed paper, which he said was the confession she iiad 
m^de. It declared that her supposed son, Allen ritz-Robert, 
who was then engaged iii the Holy War, was only the child 
of her adoption ; that seventeen years ago, her husband had 
brought home an infant, ^hich he had found in the path that 
led towards their, dwelling; that having no family of their 
own, they had nursed it with <aH the tenderness their poverty 
would allow, and possessing for him the affection of a parent, 
she had been unwilJiug to reveal the seeret, lest he should 
leave them in search of his natural protectors; that she had 
carefully preserved the clothes he had on, as they might have 
led to a discovery, had there ever been any inquiry made 
about him; but having removed to a distant part of tbd coun- 
try soon afler this event, she supposed, if any search had 
been made, it had been long since given' up- 

The trunk being opened, was found to contain a petticoat 
of white satin, very much soiled, the work of which exactly 
corresponded, with that on the vest, that had been found in 
Father Launcelot's cell, and a ^vhite cloth, which, they ima- 
gined, had served for a mantle. These invaluable and In- 
contestible proofs of his birth, the youth regarded with a mel- 
ancholy delight; he reverted to his forlorn situation when 
the peasant first saw him, and shuddered at his helpless state ; 
he wept at the recollection of his parents, and sincerely la- 
mented the unrelenting cruelty and sudden death of his per- 
fidious uncle. 

The Baron advised their immediate presence at the courf, 
and St. Mar (for by that name Longford exultingly addressed 
him) being in all things guided by his friend, forthwith con- 
sented to accompany him, 

Richard rejoiced at his favourite's advancement, and con- 
firmed him in his rightful honours : he presented him to. his 
nobles aa the Baron St. Mar, and on the Lord Longford be- 
stowed the warmest commendations for his disinterested friend- 

ship. 

They demanded their Sovereign's permission to repair to 
the cast.e, where the Baroness impatiently expected her 
Lord ; though she had been infoimed by « messenger, whom 
the Baron had dispatched from the monastery, that matters of 
mmortance prolonged his stay. 

When they came within sight of the maosion, tho yoo^ 
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6irucd apprehensively toirards bis friend. His emotion at 
beholding the place of his birth, from whence he had been ta- 
xen a devoted victim* joined to a thousand conflicting pas- 
sions that agitated his mind, became too powerful to 1^ sup* 
pressed ; and when they arrived at the gate, while tt^e ser- 
rant blew the horn, the young Baron dismounted, and leaning 
-against his friend, who had ran to his assistance, the tears 
itreamed from his eyes ; he clasped his hands in an agony, 
And iiivoked the spirits of this parents. The gates flew open 
Co receive them ; the Baroness met them at Sie entrance of 
the castle, and her Lord introduced her favourite Fitz-Bo 
bert, as Mortimer St. Mar, and owner of the mansion. She 
Involuntarily drew back her offered hand, and with dignity 
demanded an explanation. The Baron, led the way to the 
great hall, and then briefly informed hei of the wonderful 
discovery that had been made, on which she held forth her 
hand, and with an air of majesty replied, ** The friendship 
of Matilda was never lightly bestowed ; not can it easily be 
withdrawn." 

Edwin partook'^of the joy that reigned in the castle; the 
bolted passage was repaired ; and the chapel again resorted 
to by that communication ; all apprehensions were banished 
from the mansion, as the Heir of the Castle was rest<Nred lo 
bis just right. 
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AT an age when i\e human mind b most suaceptible of^ 
and t€}o oRen imbihea a passion for roluptuous pleasure ; 
ere yet experience her sage precepts had impressed. Lord 
Belfont inherited a most splendid fortune. His levees were 
crowded with th^ most fashionable part of the world : the 
voice of O'^'^'^r' i**.cessantly sung his praise, and bestowed 
on him every virtue that could ennoble man. His rank in 
life and extensive fortune introduced htm into the first fa* 
miUes in England ; and overtures of marriage were made 
to him by the parents and guardians of the greatest beau- 
ties of the age ; but Belfont, though not insensible to the 
charms of beauty, was not yet become the vassal of their 
power. 

The attention which he invariably received fh>m the 
whole circle of his acquaintance, it might reasonably be 
(Supposed, was very acceptable to the inexperienced Bel- 
fbnt; but, notwithstanding his extreme youth, and igno« 
ranee of men and manners, he suspected the sincerity of 
those encomiums which fiatteiy bestowed on him ; and 
the pliant voice of adulation had made little impression on 
his mind. 

At once to prove the integrity of his professed fit^tids, 
he carefully spread a report, that, by one imprudent step^^ 
he had been precipitated from Prosperity's flowery nKiunt 
into the barren vale of Poverty. Swifl as wildfire ran^fhe 
evil tale ; and tho»e very doors whicb» as it were by magic, 
opened at the approw^h of the rich and happy Belfbliiv 
were now barred against tiie mined speodthrifi, 
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To give his distress an air of certainty, he made seve- 
ral applications for. assistance to his oace vowed eternal 
friends, which were invariably treated with a mortifyii?g 
contempt. To the fair rivals of his affections he addres- 
sed his tale of sorrow. Here, too, neglect was his fate. 
Belfont, dispossessed of the means to gratify their fondness 
for dress, amusement, and pleasure, was an object no 
longer worthy of their regard* 

Reflecting on these qvents, he eicWimed :*-" Jf ow 
wretched are the children of Fortune ! the poor man, in 
his hour of distress, finds a friend ; but the rich man, 
when he ceases ^o be so, is disregarded by those whom 
his former bounty fed, and who have not charity enough 
to give to his misfortunes even the costly sigh of pity !" 

In the midst of his contemplation, a servant entered the 
room, and announced the arrival of Lord Bremere, who, 
returned from a country excursion, had just heard of hia 
friend's misfortune, and hastened to relieve his necessi« 
ties. As he approached, Belfont, rising from his chair 
ran to niQet him. *' It is some consolation," said he, 
" for the disappointments I have experienced, to find the 
man whom I most valued not unworthy. the esteem I bore 
him. This (continued he) more than recompenses the 
ingratitude of those mercenary wretches, who cannot re- 
collect the features of their friend when shaded by the veil 
of afiected distress.'' - 

The conclusion of Belfon^s address forcibly struck 
Lord Bremere, who repeated the words ^^ affected dis- 
tress !" adding, with much surprise, *' Are, then, your mis- 
fortunes bred of the idle tattle. of the town?" 

** No, my lord," returned Belfont, ".not from thole con-' 
temptible beings, who eagefly busy themselves with every 
body's af!airs, while they neglect their own ; and who are 
only industrious in the propagation of scandal, but from 
myself arose the tale of my distress. I invented it merely 
to prove the sincetity of those protestations of eternal 
friendship, which every/day the siren Flattery whispered 
in my ear, and .which, to speak the truth, were become 
most intoleraJaly disgi^cfting^ Ainpng my female acquaint- 
ance, (coi^nued he) a Ifidy on whom I looked witk par- 
tial eyes, and who, in faet, had quide spme faint impres- 
sion on my heart, had the cruelty to smile at my distress ; 
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but J thank her for her contempt ; it has broke aninder 
those chains her beauty had forged to hold my heart in 
bondage." 

" And what does your Jordship mean to make of this 
discovery ?" enquired Bremere. 

" My resolutions, Charles^" returned Belfont, " and 
your ideas, I will venture to say, are of an opposite na* 
tare. You, perhaps, ima^ne that I shall return to the 
fashionable world, refute the opinion it entertains of my 
distress, and reproach it for its ingratitude ?" 

^* What else can you possibly propose 1" asked ^3re* 
mere. 

" Convinced of your lordship's integrity,'^' replied Bel* 
font, " 1 shall not hesitate to repose in your breast the se* 
cret of my resolves. The sudden death of my uncle (con* 
tinued he) has given me an ample fortune, the enjoyments 
of which, in the vulgar opinion of mankind, ensures the 
constant possession of happiness. Aias! how mistaken 
is such a notion ! It is true, my every wish is gratified 
hut one. You smile, Charles, and already anticipate 
that yet. unaccomplished wish ; yes, my friend, the society 
of a virtuous female whose bosom is awake to the soil 
touches of humanity, and who will not, to the offspring 
of distress, refuse the tributary sigh of pity, nor from ihe 
needy sufferer withhold the sacred boon of charity, is 
what I am now in search o£ ln«the higher circles of life 
(added he) my pursuit has proved abortive, and, assum. 
ing the appearance of the rustic cottager, I mean to seek 
it in humbler scenes." 

It was in vain that Lord Bremere endeavoured to dis- 
suade his friend from his purpose. Belfont remained in^ 
flexible to his entreaties; and, having drawn from his 
friend a promise of inviolable secresy, they parted ; Bre- 
mere to the haunts of giddy fashion, Belfont to prepare 
for his visit to those of rural feUcity. » 

Afler a short repast, Belfont, leaving directions with 
the steward for the management, of the family in his ab-' 
sence, retired to rest ; and, at an early hour, while the 
sons of riot and dissipation were returning from their noc- 
turnal revels, he left his splendid mansion, and, in th.e 
humble garb of a peasant, with a few necessaries tied up 
in a handkerchief, began his retreat from the metropolis. 
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His name and title were only known in Grosvenor-sqqare ' 
at present, be contented himself with the less dignified 
appellation of George Trueman, and all traces of Lord 
Belfont were for a time vanished 

Having continued his walk for near three hours, he 
found himself somewhat fatigued, when an inn opportunely- 
presenting itself to view, aSbrded him an opportunity of 
resting his weary limbs, and satisfying the craving of oa* 
turc; which exercise had rendered more than acute. The * 
obsequious host soon furnished him with an excellent 
breakfast ; which, having finished, he mounted the Nor- 
wich stage, that had arrived during his repast, and, at the 
close of day, found himself in that city. 

Meanwhile, Bremere, mixing with the circle of Belfont's 
late acquaintance, heard with silent indignation, the il- 
liberal and unjust reflections that were cast on the sup* 
posed misconduct of his friend. 

The impertinent enquiries with which his ears were as- 
s9L\\ed from all who knew him in the habits of friendship with 
Belfont, were almost too much for his temper to bear with 
composure ; and he was oflen on the point of violating 
the promise of secresy his frierid had extorted from him, 
to vindicate his character from the aspersions of slander. 

Seated one evening in a box at Dniry-luie theatre, he 
was seen by Lady Caroline Blandish from the opposite 
side of the house, who, without ceremony, immediately 
came round to him. " So, my lord," said she, entering 
the box, " what is become of your friend Belfont ? Have ' 
ygu seen him lately? How does he bear his misfortunes? 
I am really sorry for the unfortunate youth." 

" My friend," replied Bremere, « is infinitely obliged to 
your ladyship for the concern you take in his distress." 

"You know, my lord," returned Lady Caroline, «* one 
can't help being concerned for the distresses of those who 
were of one's acquaintance. I profess (continued she} 
the news of his ruin astonished me prodigiously; and t 
assure you, I felt myself extremely hurt at it ; for his 
lordship had paid me much aitention, and I began to think 
I had made a conquest. It is, however, (added she) very 
fortunate that the affair ended as it did ; for you know, it 
would have been a shocking thing to have involved one's 
self in such diffaculties." 
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'^* Tnie, madam/' replied Bremere, who, by ber lady- 
ship's discourse, found she was the person to whom 
Belfont alluded as having attracted his particular no. 
tice ; **but» after all, whatever diminution the fortune of 
Lord Belfont has received, be assured it is still sufficient 
to support the woman whom he shall honour with his 
hand, in a style of elegance that might soothe the most ex- 
tensive vanity !" And, without waiting her ladyship's reply 
bowed, and wished her good night, disgusted with the aA 
fected concern she expressed for his friend's imaginary 
distress, which was but ill -calculated to conceal the ma- 
levolence that rankled in her bosom. 

Lady Caroline stood some minutes after Bremere's de- 
parture in a fixed astonishment ; she knew not what con- 
struction to put upon his words ; but, after a short consi- 
deration, she concluded what ho had said was only to 
shelter his friend from the censure of the ^orid, and to 
enforce the opinion that his affairs were not so desperate 
as they had been represented. With these ideas she re* 
joined her company ; and in discoursing on other topics, 
Belfont and his misfortunes escaped her memory. 

And now, gentle reader, let us banish from our thoughts 
the giddy Lady Caroline, and attend the steps of Belfont, 
whom, hereaCler, if you please, nnless it should be found 
necessary to use his real name, we will distinguish' by that 
of Trueman. Having spent a few days at NonVich, in 
examining those objects most worthy of a travoUer, he left 
that city, and eontinued his excursion till he found himself, 
lor the first time, 'on his own estate, in the midst of his te- 
nantry. 

Totally unknown to his tenants, and equally so to his 
steward, he had an opportunity of informing himself of the 
oppression which the former bore, and the Aune which 
the latter of>mmitted. It was near sun-set when he arrived 
at a pleasant village on the borders df the sea, which con. 
tained what is there called an inn. Here he took up his 
quarters. Having deposited his bundle in the room where 
he was to -sleep, he repaired to the kitchen ; and seating 
himself among the rustics assembled over 'their evening 
gotch of nog, joined in their discourse. ^ * 

The conversation chiefly turned on the transactions of 
the village ; and among a variety of anecdotes detailed 
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by tbe inhabitants, the recent nusfortiines of their worthy 
curate most attracted the notice ofTrueman. The inci- 
dent dwelt strongly on his mind ; and fatigued as he was 
by. his day's walk, he determined before he slept to make 
himself acquainted with the narrative of a man whom his 
parishioners spoke of in such high terms of approbation. 
When the company retired, he invited the landlord to 
partake of his beverage ; who, being a communicative 
sort of a person, and one who* had a considerable share 
of humanity interwoven in his composition, readily com- 
plied with Trueman's request to relate the misfortunes of 
the worthy pastor. 

" I will tell you. Sir," said he, " the story of Parson 
Benley. YoU must know. Sir, that he is the curate of our 
parish. The living, which is the gift of my Lord Belfont, 
belongs to a clergyman, who lives in the west ; and 
tliough it brings him in a good three hundred pounds per 
year, he gives his curate only forty pounds out of it. Bo 
that, you see, the master gets two hundred and s^xty 
pounds for doing nothing, as one may say, while the ser- 
vant, who does every thing, is obliged to be contented 
with scarcely a seventh part of that sum ; and, although 
the good woman, his wife, bxought him a large family, 
he could never get an increase of salary. This made him 
determine on taking a farm, which by the death of one of 
his neighbours, became vacant. But I don't know how it 
was, though he worked as hard as any day labourer ia 
the parish, and his wife was as industrious as a bee, they 
could not, as the saying is, bring both ends together; 
and, to make short of the matter, my lord's steward seized 
on his stock, which, not being sufficient to pay all arrears, 
the hard-hearted rascal clapt htm into the county gaol;" 

'' And his family?" asked Trueman, '* what is become 
of them?" 

'* His wife and four children," returned the landlord, 
'' three fine boys, from ten to thirteen years old, and a 
daughter grown up, are in a cottage hard by, that belongs 
to me. The overseer of the parish, who is a crabbed 
sort of a fellow, and a friend of the steward, was for send* 
ing them to the workhouse. But ' No,' says I, < hold, 
neighbour Bruin, while my roof can give them shelter, 
and I can provide them with a meal to eke out the earn 
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ings of their own industry,' and you must know, Sir, (sud 
he, with a significant nod,) I am pretty warm, ' they shall 
never endure the hardshtpe of a prison \ For what« (saya 
I,) is your workhouse hut a dungeon, where the poor 
eat little, and labour hard?' fiut» Sir, (continued the 
landlord) not only I, hot the whole village was against 
their going there ; and the inhahitants all cheerfully spare 
a- little towards the family's suppoil ; nay, even the la. 
bouring cottager, out of his hard earnings, throws in his 
mite." 

" And what," enquired Tmeman, ** is the amount of 
the sum for which the unfottunate man is now confined t* 

** The whole debt," replied the landlord, *' I am told, Is . 
about three hundred pounds, a sum by much too large for 
the inhabitants of our parish to raise without injuring 
themselves ; or, depend upon it, he would soon be snatch- 
ed from the hard gripe of the law." 

Every particular relating to this worthy man, Truemafi 
enquired with an earnestness that displayed the philan- 
thropic sentiments of his mind, and intimated not merely 
a wish, but a fixed determination, to rescue the indigent 
sufferer from the horrors of a prison, and restore him 
to his disconsolate family. Impressed wkh this gene- 
rous sentiment, he retired to bed, meditating on the 
means by which he might e€foct his laudable designs, so 
W9 to give the least offence possible to the delicacy of suf- 
fering virtue, and conceal the hand that loosed the chains 
of bondage, and gave once more to the drooping captive 
the possession ofMhierty. 

Afler proposing to himself many plans, he at length de- 
termined to walk the next day to a post town, about three 
miles off, and inclose notes to the amount of Mr. Benley's 
debt in a letter to that gentleman. 

In his return, he saw, at a short distance before him, a 
fhmale and a little boy. Hie youth carried a little basket, 
which seemed too heavy for his feeble strength to suppoiPt. 
The female had, in each hand, an earthen jug ; and hav- 
ing out-walked her companion, had seated herself on a 
stile, to wait his commg up. Trueman accosted the youth, 
and offered to assist him in carrying the load ; a proposal 
which the youngster readily accepted ; telling him at the 
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same time; that he had been to a neighbouring farmer for 
cheese and butter ; and that his sister, then waiting fojr 
him at the stile, had g^t two jugs of milk for his brotheni' 
breakfasts, who were at home with his mother. ** And 
what is your name, my little fellow," said Trueman. 
** Benley,]Sir," answered he, *' and we live in yonder cot. 
tage," pointing to a small house across the meadow. 
' Tnieman, who longed for an introduction to the discon- 
flolate &mily of the poor but worthy curate, was highly 
gratified with this piece of intelligence. 

" Charlotte," said the boy, as they drew near the fe- 
male, '' here is a gentleman has kindly carried my basket 
for me ; and, as you complain the jugs are too heavy for 
you, I dare say he will help you." 

'' That I wilLmost readily, and esteem myself obliged 
in having permission so to do," said Trdeman, placing the 
basket on the earth, and bowing to Miss Bonley. 

<* You are very kind. Sir," said Charlotte ; '*but I am 
ashamed that Henry should have given vou so much trou- 
ble ; be is an idle boy, or he would not thua have intruded 
on your politeness." 

" Call it not intrusion," returned Trueman, " the young 
gentleman a^ked not my assistance, and my service is 
voluntary." 

The blushing Charlotte accepted, with reluctance, the 
assistance of the-gallfuit stranger, and permitted him to 
attend her to her humble dwelling. Trueman, a stranger 
to the undisguised charms of nature, viewed, with a /oy 
bordering on rapture, the personal accompliahmeats of hiit 
fair companion. '< And oh !" said he to himself^ " should 
she wear a mind pure and unstained as is her lovely form, 
she were a treasure worth the proudest monarch's love." 

The lovely maid, unconscious of her power to captivate, 
r^^ived with unconcern the compliments which Trueman 
paid to her beauty ; and, impressed by his gallantry, an« 
swered with polite indifference the questions of the ena* 
moured youth. 

With her eyes fixed on the ground, she saw not the 
man with whom she conversed. Those features, which 
beauty claimed her own, that form, where grace with efe- 
gance was allied, met not the view of the sorrowing Chac- 



lotto ; and, before he could impress his lovely auditor with 
a favourable thought, the painful moment arrived when 
he was to bid her adieu, or suffer the restraint which the 
presence of her family would lay him under. 

Henry Benley, the youth to whom l^rueman offered his 
assistance, eased of his burden, had reached home some 
time before the arrival of his sister. Having informed his 
molfher o£ the stranger's civility, the good woman walked 
to the wicket gate, that formed an entrance to the gardea^ 
to welcome her daughter's return ; and thanking True- 
man for his politeness, invited him to partake of their 
morning's refreshment, whioh he readily accepted. 

" I am sorry," said the venerable matron, *' that my 
means and my inclination to make you welcome, are not 
in unison with each other ; but that which I have to give, 
I give Greely, There was a time," added she, with a sigh, 
and stopped to wipe away the tear which rejection had 
urged— 

I have heard of your misfortunes, madam," interrupt- 
ed Trueman, ** and I sincerely sympathise in your suffer- 
ings ; but do not (he continued) yield to despair. The 
hand which inflicts distress can also bestow happiness ; 
and though the pitiless storm, of stem Adversity to-day 
bears ha^ and heavy on our defenceless roof, to-morrow 
Prosperity's cheering sun may raise our sinking hopes, 
and repair the ravages of the ruthless blast." 

Here the discourse was interrupted by the arrival of 
breakfast, which Charlotte had prepared. Mrs. Benley, 
however, coufd not help noticing the remark and the lan- 
guage of her guesty, which she seemed not to expect from 
a person in the habit of a peasant. Trueman found that 
he had excited surprise ; and, as soon as their repast was 
over, in a few words, gave a feigned story of his life ; 
concluding with his intention to reside a few months in •the 
village, and requesting permission to visit her. . Mrs. 
Benley assured him, that the society of a man possessing 
such sentiments as he had expressed, would always be to 
her acceptable ; and, with a promise to renew his visit 
on the morrow, he took bis leave. Mrs. Benley and 
her lovely daughter in the mean time, could not avoid 
making their observations on the strangeness of the visit, 
and the visitor ; while he congratulated himself on the 
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compktiOQ of hifl wish for «n introduction to the aimable 

fiimily. 

The voluntary contributions of the surrounding pea* 
santry, that so amply supplied the wants and necessities 
of Mrs. Benley and her family, were not con6ned to the 
narrow limits of this obscure village : the venerable pas* 
tor, in the gloomy confines of a prison, tasted the grate- 
ful bounty ; and the sorrows of the unfortunate captive 
found alleviation in the affectionate concern of his pansbi- 
oners. Not a week passed hut isome one of the viihge 
attended the market ; and none ever eiftered Uie gates of 
the city without paying a visit to Mr. Benley. 

It was on one of these market days that Farmer Wei. 
liord, having disposed of his samples of com to a pu»* 
chaser, waited on the good old man. !He found him in a 
small room, remote from the thoughtless herd of debtors, 
who sought to bury their cares in riot. and. dissipation, in. 
duligng the religious habits of his mind, and pufsuiog his 
pious meditations. The appearance of any* of hie parishio^ 
ners was a cordial to the drooping spirits of Mr. Benley. 
He received them with undissembled.pleasuia. His anx* 
ieties, his griefs, , though not forgotten, -were suppressed, 
while conversing with his friends ; but at the inonient of 
separation they returned with increased. poignancy ; and 
it required the utmost efforts of bis mind to support the 
painful — " Adieu.** 

"Eternal God!" exclaimed the weeping father, "must 
I no more enjoy the sweets of liberty ? Shall I no more 
behold my humble cot? And nuist those sbrube, those 
flowers, which Art has taught to twin/e around my lattiee, 
unfold to some stranger's eye their fragrant bosoms? 
Must I no more, at close of day — the ^d partner of my 
bosom leaning on my arfn, the sweet pledges of our mn>*^ 
tual love in playful fondness atteaduiig our step»— ffoust I 
no more, at this sweet hour, along the deepening varo ex- 
tend my rural walk, attentive to the song of the thrush^ 
or the happy milkmaid's artless ditty? Mu«t I no-moie^ 
on the brow of some beech-crowned hill, my station take» 
to view the stately vessel scud before the breeze ? or down 
the sloping cliff urge my peaceful way ; and on the eea 
shore, pensive listen to the lashing waves, and mark the 
frothy surge's due retreat ? No ! these joys .are vanished; 



happiness flies my void embrace ; and misery and want 
press harden my declining years. These were the pleasures 
which faithless Fortune once bestowed. How changed the . 
scene ! Here, when jNight her sable mantle o'er the face 
of Heaven begins to spread, nothing is heard but the dis- 
mal rattling oi* chains ; doors of massy iron, grating on 
their hinges, appal the timid soul ; while horrid oaths, 
and dreadful imprecations, wound the listening ear ! O 
Welford ! my soul sickens at the scene ; and philosophy 
scarce can shield my mind from the dreadful horrors of 
despair." 

At this moment the gaoler entered the room, with a 
letter for Mr. Benley. ^' The hand is unknown to me," 
said he, looking at the superscription. '* It has a goodly 
outside,'' said the gaoler, '* pray Jieaven it proves not like 
Che worldy fair withoatf and fbui within." 

" Why truly, friend,'* returned Mr. Benley, " your sa- 
tire upon the manners of mankind is not unreasonable* 
It is, I fear, the maxim of too many of the present age to 
cental the ideprayity of the heart beneath the specious 
appearance of honesty. This, however," continued he, 
breaking the seal, ** I think bodes no harm ; I will, there- 
fore, inform myself of its contents." 

Here sat the reverend father, with placid countenance 
and mind serene, prepared to meet, with complacency, 
the smiles of fortune, or to combat, with success, the 
frowns of advenaty. Near him stood the gaoler, whoin 
nature had cast in too sod a mould for hia iron-heaVted 
profession ; and on bis right hai^d was seated the honest 
farmer. In the countenance of these, Hope's dawning 
smile was sweetly contrasted with the dusky frown of 
trembling Fear. Now Hope shot forth her brightening 
beam ; now Fear veiled, with her murky cloud, the gilded 
prospect ; and each, by turns, the balance swayed. 

At length, Mr. Benley, raising his eyes from the letter, 
ended Uieir suspense. " It is well, my friends," said he, 
« goodness is still extant, and innocence enjoys the guar- 
dian care of Providence. . The contents of this letter will 
best explain my meioiing. 

« To the Jler. J. Benley, at the Castle of Norwich. 

" Revpiend Sir, . 

" The inclofied notes; which I find, on enquiry, will coTer the 
whole of your debts, wait your acceptance. They are the gift of one otj 
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T/honi Fortune has bestowed more than he can cltiim on the score ofdeMrt^ 
and who anxiouslly hopes, while it restores to you those most enviable 
" blessings. Liberty nod Domestic Happiness, he has left no clue by which 
a discovery of the donor can be efiected.'* 

\^ Here the gaoler broke out in a swearing fit of joy ; the 

; ', farclierj whose emotions were too violent for utterance, 
! ' could only express his pleasure by his looks ; while the 
grateful pastor threw himself on his knees, and, in a fer- 
vent pathetic address to the Giver of all Goodness, poured 
forth the grateful transports of his soul; 

While the bounty of the generous Trueraan was thus 
employed in. releasing the wortl^ curate from the horrors 
of a prison,, he himself was no less assiduous in soothing, 
by every act of benevolence and hospitality, the anxiety 
of the family at home. His urbanity and complacence 
had already obtained him the good opinion of Mrs. Benley; 
and the amiable Charlotte began to view him with a sis- 
terly regard. If the graces of his person pleased her eye, 
his generosity of sentiment, and nobleness of soul, ex- 
'Cited her admiration and esteenL Trueman cultivated her 
good opinion with an anxious solicitude, that bespok* her 
dear to his heart ; and he had the happiness to know that 
he was not indifferent to the object of his love. 

With the assistance of his communicative landlord, he 
was become acquainted with every transaction that had 
occurred in the village for at least twenty years back ; 
and from the same source he had the painful information 
of innumerable abuses which his faithless steward had 
committed on his industrious tenantry ; all of which he 
determined speedily to ' redress, aad to punish with seve- 
rity their ungrateful author. On this subject were his 
thoughts employed in one of his evening walks, when be 
was roused from his meditations by the sudden exclama- 
tion of a female voice ; and raising his eyes, beheld, on 
the opfK>site side of the hedge, the fair object of his affec- 
tions endeavouring to. avoid the importunities of a gentle- 
man, who was pursuing her. 

«* Stay, lovely Charlotte," said the stranger : " Why, 
my fair ensktver, do you fly me thus 7" 

'' Why, Sir," returned the afirighled girl, " are you so 
Miiportunate ?" 

'' Because," answered he, "I wish to remove the cloud 
of sorrow that hangs on your brow. V^ short, because I 
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love you. Who could behold bewity sueh as your*8, and 
live a stranger to affection ?" 

'* Affection !" returned the lovely girl, while the glow 
of honest indignation increased the vermiliion of her 
eheeks ; <* view your recent conduct to my fether, then 
say if affection bore a leading feature there ?" 

" On honourable terms," ssiid he, ^* I sought your hand, 
which you in scorn refused. Had then your father laid 
on you his commapds, and forced you to be mine, he had 
escaped my just resentment." 

'* My choice was free, .Sir," said the indignant maid, 
*^ and perhaps it wgs my nature's fault I could not love 
you. But excuse my abruptness (added she, withdrawing 
from her persecutor,) should we be seen thus discoursing, 
the discovery would not add to my reputation." 

" This contempt, child, is very pretty," said the un- 
feeh'ng monster: then, rudely snatching the struggling 
beauty to his loathed embrace, impressed on her lovely 
lips the guilty purpose of his passion. At that instant, rage 
and indignation fired the soul of Trueman, who, darting 
through the hedge, seized the rude ravisher by the throat,, 
and hurled him to the ground. " Detested monster," 
cded the enraged youth, " I know thee well. Thou art 
the faithless steward of the mis-used Belfont. Already 
has thy fame reached thy master'a ears ; nor think, vile 
ingrate, that he will suffer thy villanies to escape with 
impuni^." Then, taking the almost fainting Charlotte 
by the hand, he hastened from this fallen Lucifer, leaving 
bim to the torment of his guilty thoughts, and in utter as- 
oaishment at the mysterious wqrds. 

The .fluttered spirits of the amiable . Charlotte hardly 
supported her from the presence of her base assailant, be- 
fore she sunk lifeless in the arms of her deliverer ; who, 
urged by fear, placed her on a b«ik, land ran for water 
to a neighbouring rivulet, and besprinkled her facewwith 
the cooling drops. Soon, to his wishes, she unclosed her 
lovely eyes ; and, fanned by the gentle breezes, recovered 
from the state of transitory death. " You tremble still, 
my dear Charlotte," said the enamoured youth, " and by 
your disordered looks, seem to doubt your safety." 

" O no r* faintly answered the grateful fair, " whero 
Trdbman m, suspicion can have no dwelling." 
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' " Enchanting sweetness," exclaimed the enraptured 
lover, catching her hand and carrying it to his lips. *'Oh! 
my lovely Charlotte, never till this hour of danger did I 
know how dear an interest in my heart you held. Would 
my sweet girl but kindly listen to my artless tale, wouki 

i^e but give my ardent passion one approving smile ^ 

" Alas !" interrupted Charlotte, rising from her seat, 
*' I have no smiles to give. On any other subject I will 
hear you ; but till again my father breathes the air of free- 
dom, till from the chains of bondage he is freed, I have 
ibrswom all joy." 

" Till that blessed period," said Trueman, " when for- 
tune shall cease to persecute |hy venerable sire, and give 
the captive to his weeping friends, my passion in conceal- 
ment's painfol bosom shall dwell immured, if then thou 
wilt give my artless tale attention. This only do, I ask : 
grant me but this, and hope,- like a fond parent, shall 
nurture my love, and lull to rest each intrusive care.'* 

** Then, by my hopes of bliss hereafter," said the lovely 
maid, " I vow when that happy hour arrive I will not 
chide thy fondness. But tell me, if" you know, what 
means this sudden joy that through the village reigns ? 
How sweetly sound the merry beus, while every breoEe 
from yon shouting throng wafts the breath of pleasure." 

'* And see," said Trueman, " where to my Charlotte's 
cottage they bend their steps ; it is, methinks, no vulgar 
cause that swells this loud acclaim ; but see your, brother 
comes, the harbinger to happiness." 

" Oh, Charlotte !" said Harry, as he drew near them, 
. *^ our dear father is come- home again. Farmer Welford 
br9ught the news that he was on the road, and the whole 
village went to meet him; they took the horses from 
the chaise, and dragged him to our cottage. My mother 
tnea for joy, and sent me to seek after you. Make haste, 
my dear sister, my father longs to see you. And do you, 
Mr. Trueman, come too ; my mother has told him what 
a kind friend you have been. I will run back, and say 
you are coming." 

" Now, now, my Charlotte,'* said Trueman, " indulge 
this flood of joy, nor check the soft emotions of the soul. 
Tliese tears become thee, which, like the fleeting shower 
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that bates the summer's day, gives (resh lustre to tbe 
charms of nature." 

'' Is that which I have heard, derived from truth f'-ask* 
ed the astonished Charlotte : '^ or is it but the dream of 
fancy ? My father released from prison ? By whom V* 

*' Why/' said Truemaa, " should you question whence 
the gracious bounty came ? It is sufficient that he is re- 
turned. Think, my dear Charbtte, the measure of hie 
bliss incomplete, till in his paternal embrace he folds thy 
lovely form. Hasten, then, to increase and share his 
merited happiness." Then folding her arm in his, he httr« 
lied towards her dwelling. 

Mr. Benley, kt the moment of their approach, was 
seated at the door of the cottage, surrounded by many of 
his parishioners, when Chariotre, breaking from Truemani 
rushed into her father's arms, ezclaimiog, " My dear, 
dear, dear father !" The enraptured parent mingled the 
tears of fond affection with those of filial gratitude, and 
every countenance beamed with smiles of joy. Nor was 
the welcome of the worthy Tmeman wanting in cordiality; 
but when the lovely Charlotte related her rescue from the 
hated Sandford, the murmur of applause fell from every 
tongue, while the grateful father strained the gallant 
stranger to hie heart by the endearing name of son. 

The return of the worthy pastor to his mourning flock 
was celebrated by them as a sort of Jubilee. Every one 
strove to excel his neighbour in acts of courtesy. Stores 
of viands were eopveyed from all parts of the village ; and 
while, by the pale light of the moon, gay youth led up the 
merry dance, cheeifui age sat and quaffed the nut-brown 
ale, talked over the feats of former days, and in thought 
again grew young. 

Charlotte, the lovely Charlotte, no more a prey to grief, 
ho more the victim of despair, listened to the impassioned 
breath of love. The gallant Trueman forgot' not to claim, 
nor did the blushing maid refuse, the promise she had 
made ; and before^the hour of parting came, her tongue 
confirmed the passion which her eyes revealed. 

Every transaction that had occurred since Lord Bel- 
font's arnyal in the village he had transmitted to his friend 
Bremere ; and, on confirmation of the oppfession which 
his steward had exercised upon his tenants, inclosed the 
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discharge of that unfeeling wretch, with an order to deli- 
ver his accounts to Mr. Benley, whom he appointed his 
successor. A letter, announcing to this gentleman his 
appointment, also accompanied the packet, which Bre- 
mere duly forwarded from London in the manner his 
friend had directed. By this time, Bremere, on the per- 
mission of Belfont, who now' intended to assume his real 
Banie and character, had refuted the opinion which had 
heen entertained of the derangement of. his lordship's 
finances. The whole was declared to he a feint ; and no 
one was more affected at this unexpected discovery than 
Lady Caroline Blandish, the former object of Belfont's 
regard. 

The BensatioM of Sandford on reading his lordship'sr 
letter, were such as are familiar only to the guilty mind. 
In addition to his inhuman treatment of the worthy curate, 
and libidinous designs on the honour of his child, he had 
been guilty of the moet barefaced acts of fraud on bis 
employer; and, conscious that he had wasted the pro- 
perty of another man in extending his own ambitious 
prospects of greatness, the conflict became too painiul 
for him to bear. The perturbation of his mind brought 
on a violent fever, which, as he refused every medical 
assistance, soon terminated his miserable existence. 

Far different were the feelings of Mr. Benley on the 
perusal of this epistle. That which the ambitious Sand- 
ford lust by pride, he by humility had acquired. The 
salary annexed to the office of steward amounted to three 
hundred pounds a year, an acquisition which Mr. Benley 
as little expected as his release from prison. ** How va- 
negated," exclaimed he, " is the* life of man ! his motn 
of infancy rises immersed in clouds, and the lowering tem- 
pest carries ruin in its aspect Anon, the friendly breeze 
of Fortune disperses the threatening storm ; Prosperity's 
golden sun sheds forth its cheering rays, enervates the 
chilling blasts of bleak Adversity, and decks the evening 
of his days :n smiles of joy." 

" And oft the ministers of Fate reverse the pleasing 
scene," said Trueman, who had entered the cottage un- 
observed, while Mr. Benley was speaking. 

" You come very opportunely, my dear Sir," said Mr. 
Benley, " to share the pleasure which our new acquired 
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ibrtUDe gives." And, afler having informed Trueman of 
the contents of the letter (which himself had written) said 
he had discovered the bounteous hand. 

*' To-morrow/' said Mr. BenJey, " we puiipose leaving 
this humble dwelling, and once more take possession of 
our former mansion, where I hope, mf dear friend, we 
dhall enjoy the pleasure of your company^" 

** You do me infinite honour. Sir," said TruemaOy 
" and I will study to deserve your favour. But where is 
Miss Benley, Sir r 

"I believe you will find her in the garden," replied 
Mr. Benley. 

Trueman walked to the bottom of the garden, and 
found his lovely Charlotte seated in a bower of osiers, 
which herself had reared. His approach roused the 
weeping maid; she started from her seat, hurried a letter 
into her pocket, and, with a wildness in her air, darted 
an angry look at the astonished youth. 

" Why, my lovely Charlotte !" said be, alarmed at her 
strangeness, "why do you thus angrily &x on me those 
streaming eyes ?" 

*' Answer me faithfully," said she, " art thou what thou 
^seemest 1 or, beneath that mean attire dost thou not hide 

Ha ! my fears are true ! the blush of guilt has crim. 

:8oned o'er thy fa(^, and that confused air, that sudden 
dstart, proclaim thee false .?" ' 

'< Tell me," said Trueman> recovering himself^ ^* the 
grounds on which you have raised this unkind suspicion 

of my honour ?" 

" This will inform you. Sir," replied Miss Benley, 
drawing from her bosom a paper.-—''* ' A friend of Miss 
Benley advises her to be on her guard. Trueman is not 
what he seems; but, beneath the appearance of rustic 
honesty, harbours designs destructive of her peace and 
honour.' Now, Sir, what can you plead to this charge?" 
asked the suspicious maid. 

'* Miss Benley," said Trueman, in a firm and animated 
tDne, " to the charge here preferred against me, that I 
am not what I seem, I plead guilty : but to the rest, with 
^11 my soul, I pronounce it a base falsehood, which, at 
the peril of my life, I will prove to its author, i£eyex (at- 
tone shall make the traitor known." 
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" Less Wftrmth, methinks, Sir/* said the angry maid^ 
" will better serve the cause of truth.** 

" Less warmth, madam," returned Trueman, ** would 
confirm me the guilty wretch your hard thoughts and this 
vile scroll have made me. But tell me, Charlotte, if I 
ean repel, by truth indubitable, this unjust arraignment 
of niy honour, what reward may I expect ?" 

•* Oh !" said the half- relenting girl, " clear but thyself 
of these gross suspicions with which I do confess my mind 
is filled ; appear but the man my fond wishes have formed 
thee; and, though fortune, while she raised me to the 
giddy heights of greatness, should sink thee to the lowest 
ebb of poverty, I would still reject the crowned monarch's 
hand, to share thy honest love !" 

" Then dismiss thy fears," said the enraptured lover, 
" and know, that he who thus thus throws himself at thy 
feet, a willing slave, is the happy Belfont." 

" Lord Belfont !" exclaimed the astonished Charlotte. 

" Yes, my dear girl," he returnecl, " the rich, the 
happy Belfont, lives the vassal of your power. In the 
haunU of titled grand^ii(r, am^ tl^e sumptuous domes of 
greatness, I sought for beauty, wtfrth, and honour ; for 
pure, disinterested love ; but fruitless was my search. In 
the calm sequestered shades of human life, in the person 
of my lovely Charlotte, I have found them ; nor would I, 
for all else beneath the canopy of heaven, forego the en- 
vied prize. But tell me, lovely giri," continued he, « from 
what envious hand didst thou receive this vile defamer of 
my truth ?" 

" Last night, when dancing on the green," replied Miss 
Bealey, «* a letter fell from your pocket. I took it up 
unobserved, and after the company retired, perused its 
contents ; from these I learned that you were in disguise." 
" And the rest," replied Belfont," your fears supplied ?" 
" Even so, my lord," in soft confusion, replied the 
lovely maid. 

" Then truly," said Belfont, *« you had reason for suspi- 
cion. But come, my lovely bride, for such I may now 
call you," continued his lordship, " let us disclose our mu- 
tual passion to your parents. Their approbation ffeined/ 
we then will name the happy da v." 

The yielding fair one gave him her hand, and he led 
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her to the cottage, where he found Mr. Benley on the 
point of going out. " May I entreat a moment's conver- 
sation before you leave us, Sir V asked his lordship. 

^* Aye, my good Siry an hour's if you please,'' replied 
Mr. Benley. 

'^ Thus it is, Sir," said Belfont, '* your daughter has 
beauty, worth, and innocence. To say I barely love her 
falls far short of the measure of my affection. I sought, 
I gained a fond regard ; and it is now our mutual wish, 
with your consent, to exchange at the akar our holy 
vows, and sign a contract of eternal love." 

"How say you, Charlotte?" asked Mr. Benley: "in 
this does Mr. Trueman apeak the wishes of yo\ir heart 1'* 

" He has my free consent, Sir, to what he how pio- 
poses," answered the blushing maid. 

** The request is somewhat sudden," resumed Mr. Ben- 
ley ; " it is true I have found you worthy, and your me- 
rit well deserves the treasure which it qeeks ; but a ten- 
der regard for the happiness of my child forbids me to 
give a too precipitate answer ; and some little enquiry, 
nethinks, is necessary to ■" 

" True," intevrupled Belfont, "it is a matter th»t re- 
qyires tne moat aetious consideration ; and the reluotftnce 
which you feel to decide this important request, gives ad- 
ditional worth to .your oharaoter. An incident (continued 
his k>roshiD) has revealed to the tair object of my wishes 
(or I should na\e worn the mask a few days longer) that 
he who sought to win her love was not the lowly peasant 
he appeared. With angry voice she questioned my fide- 
lity, and charged me. Heaven knows how wrongfully, with 
meditating designs against her honour. To repel this un- 
just suspicion of the purest passion that ever warmed the 

breast of man 1 threw tuftJe disguise, and confessed 

myself the happy Belfont ^ 

" Your lordship does noi mean to sport with our mis- 
fortunes 1" said the astonished parent. 

" No, on my honour !" replied bis lordship ; " that 
which I have proposed, it is toy most ardent wish should 
be accomplished." 

"Then take her, my lord," said Mr. Benley, presenting 
to him his daughter's hand ; " and may she prove deserv* 
in j^ of your love," 
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<< Thanks ! a thousand thanks !" returned the grat«fal 
youth, " for the precious gift. And now, Sir, by your 
leave, we will again assemble our rustic friends, and 
spend the night in merriment; and, to-morrow, yes, if my 
Charlotte will indulge the fond request, to-morrow's sua 
shall light us to the bridal bed !" 

The lovely maid smiled consent, and Mr. Benley has- 
tened to the village, where the joyful tidings soon spread. 
The tenants flew with cheerful haste to pay their duty to 
their illustrious lahdlord, and none refused the mvitation 
of his lordship. 

*< Joy reigned, and Pleuure lit the smiling MeBe.** 

The dance, the song, the catch, and mellow ide went 
round ; while time flew swiftly on, and night, almost un- 
observed, resigned her sable reign. The ruddy mom 
peeped over the misty mountain's top, and the gairish sun, 
with more than usual brightness, rose to grace the nup. 
tials of the happy pair. Transplanted from the vale of 
liuman life into the gay parterre pf stately grandeur, the 
virtues of the beauteous Charlotte in all their native splen- 
dour shone. The enamoured Belfont, each iretuming day, 
found in his lovely consort new beauties to admire . while 
a numerous oflspring, emblems of the race from whence 
they sprung, heightened the pleasures of the maitiago 
«tate, and Sled the medsure of their earthly Miss. 
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81 fteoetiDi ot <Cutli^X<m0t. 



O thou tyrantt 
]>Mt«ot rqient thoie thingt: for they are heaTier 
Than aJl thy woea can stir/ therefore betake thee 
To Dothing biK -despair. A thouaaod kneei. 
Ten years together, naked, fastiiiff, 
Upon a barren mountain, and stin winter 
In storm perpetua]. eotilil not -mote the godi 
To look that iray thou wert 

wnrmia f^sMJtu 



The following story was handed down to me er^ 
experience had tatight me to receive it as a mere in* 
yention. The povFerful emotions it once excited in my 
mindy have never endrely subsided. I have sometimes 
imagined sentences in the Legend of Cuth-Ionor har- 
moniased by the harp, and breathing the language of 
Ossian. 

Alone, on the stormy heights of almost inaecessib]i; 
•teeps, and surrounded by a roaring flood of white- 
foaming water, whose source was derived from the fa- 
thomless depths of ocean, stood, awfully terrible in 
flie\r dignity, the immense battlements of Cuth-Ionor. 

Time, which** eventually destroys all things, seemed 
to combat viunly with those turrets, and as vainly at- 
tempted to fix the origin of their masters, who were 
aaid to have it0cend^d from a race of giants. What 
common hand^ couldfhave raised on such an eminence 
a pile io ponderous and irkghty ! Since that era, Scot- 
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land's hardier chiefs have fallen into obgcurity, and her 
more savage ones into almost utter oblivion. Fancj 
only is capable of filling the outline left by the imper- 
feet hand of tradition, and to fashion the n^iture of 
' their manners and their existence. 

Fin Dalian, the lord of Aden Mader, ealkd early for 
his steed, and, as the neighing courser, foaming, 
champed his iron mouthings beneath the sturdy sub- 
jections of the groom, who led him to and fro in the 
almost dark avenue of the castle, the chieftain took 
from an oak cabinet a scarf, which he had brought 
from the late battle, where, though Fin Dalian was 
proclsumed victor, Cuth-Ionor^ his friend and compa- 
nion, it was believed, had perished* There were spots 
of blood upon that scarf, the marks of a dying hand. 
Fin Dalian observed that they had sunk from their ori- 
ginal crimson into a darker shade ; the colour for a 
momeot left his cheek ; in an instant it returi^d with . 
double force to his brow, his eye flashed with a look 
of horrible exultation, and, throwing the golden broi- 
dery across his shoulder, he hurried from the cham- 
ber, and haughtily mounting his steed, issued proudly 
from the portal. The husbandman, as Fin Dalian 
rode slowly along the valley, left suddenly his eroploy- 
nrent to pay his obeisance to the chief; but Fin Dalian 
was either too imperious, or too absorbed in his own 
reflections, to return the attention with the polite cour- 
tesy shewn by chiefs to their dependents in those days. 

Fin Dalian was young and handsome. He was of 
tall stature; noble and commanding in his person, 
there was a degree of manly beauty in his looks ; but, 
while we drew near to admire the harmony of hia fea- 
tures, we started almost dismayed horn the cont^mptn* 
ous turn of his curled lip, and the sarcas^c fire of his 
dark, soul-investigating eye. His family had for Seve- 
ral centuries sought an alliance with the virtootis house 
of Cuth-Ionor ; but the daughters of that clan.recoiled 
from the fierceness of the Fin Dallans, .whose ^drlier 
name had been stained with ambitious orime»-*T«vilh 



blood, only to be wiped away by some heavy and aevero 

EenancC) which the Fin-Dallans, up to die ivreseut heit^ 
ad neg^cted to adopt. 
The last young Cirth-Ionor had become the intimate 
friend.of the present Fin-Datian; be had also pFov<ed 
a warm advocate in his behalf with the beautiful «Cuth* 
Ilvena, his only sister : hut, as the rose twines un» 
eontbly with the rough fcJliage of tine pine, so ill was 
.assorted the hand of Fin-Dalian for the soft and |;ienUe 
maid of lonor. She esteemed the chief as a gvest— «8 
the friend of her brother, but the tearful moment of 
decision confessed, that her heart could never beeome 
Fin-Dalian's. Hie result of that conference being 
made known to him, he covered his features with a 
Binile, His wished-for union was rather the impube 
of obstinacy then affection. He secretly «wore to 
wreak a dreadful revenge; he «wore to accomplish it, 
and he did so. 

If It had been the ambition of the Fin-Dallans to 
unite themselves with the Cuth-Ionors, it now 'became 
that of the present lord to perfect at one master-stroke 
the whole aim of his forefathers' inefilectual efforts. 
Power to overcome, as a public and declared 'enemy, 
the might of Cuth-Ionor, he bad not ; but he wrought 
in the dark recesses df his soul a resolve, bladk and 
cruel as his own unhdly purpose. 

The border chieftains were at war : and the better 
to support their own followers, made frequent incur- 
sions back on their neighbours, penetrating even as^far 
as Aden-Mader, the result of which seemed likely to 
leave behind It a lamentable desolation. The claymore 
of Cnth-lonor, though his own territories remained 
impregnable, was ready to assist the cause, and^defend 
the rights, ohhis pretended friend. 

11 vena stood pensively \at the extremity of a minor 
turret, forming a base angle of her brothert mansion, 
ns the little band arranged itself to depart. Her hand- 
mfaids were with her, but she stood alone and abstmcted 
among them. That morning II vena refused 4b w^ar, 
as was her cuiMom, die ^wers of her native hUlsbrai- 

bS 
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ded in ber flaxen locks, whij^h hung loosely over her 
shoulders, or to have the silken zone with which she 
usually clasped her vest, fastened on her bosom : her 
heart throbbed too violently ; and, with her white rai- 
ment felling in unconfined drapery from her shoulders, 
the pale and almost motionless image of despair, she 
awaited to observe the departure of the warriors, as 
they should wi^d along the turnings of the steep to 
battle. 

The morning rays^f the sun had already gilded the 
very summit of Cuth-Ionor towers, as the hostile train 
emerged from the venerable pile. Side by side the two 
warriors ro^e, in all the pomp of feudal war, their bos- 
sy shields lambent with the golden day-break's light ; 
the trappings of their steeds and martial accoutrements, 
announcing the throbbing ai^d confused moment of 
enthusiastic departure. The long file of dependents, 
wrapped in plaids, armed, and bearing on'their shoul- 
ders the banners of the two chiefs, with the emulative 
tones of the pibroch, might have fired a less gallant 
heart than that of lonor ; and his cheek iaippeared flush- 
ed with animation, as he r^ned his eager courser to 
the stately movement of his followers. Fin-Dalian too 
rode nobly along : mighty in dignity, there was a via- 
ble satisfaction on his brow ; but it was the satisfaction 
of a demon who triumphs over the credulity of an un- 
suspecting victim. 

The cavalcade now drew near the spot where Ilvena 
stood. lonor hurried his steed to speak to her as he 
passed; while Fin-Dalian, from apparent courtesy, 
staid at a little distance. After a moment's conversa- 
tion with Cuth-Ionor, Ilvena waved her hand, and he 
approached. <Lord Fin-Dalian !' said she, in a tone 
of cold phrenzy, * this is your cause ; my brother per- 
haps may fall in defence of your rights. I could throw 
myself at his feet, and suppUcate he would not, (or my 
sake, embark in another's peril, but that the ancient 
pride of Cuth-Ionor prevents it. My anguish and my 
apprehensions ought not therefore to damp the ardour 
of your enterprise ; proceed, and triumph ; but. Pin- 
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Dallau, in the hour of danger, in the moment of anni- 
hilation, remember jou desert not the 8ide of Cuth« 
lonor . and you, my brother, while you trust your own 
life adventurously, too adventurously perhaps, remem- 
ber that Ilvena has no earthly protector hut her bro- 
ther.' With these words, without a tear, though many 
wept that marked the woeful paleness of her looks, she 
turned to one of her maidens, and taking from her an 
embroidered scarf, placed it in the care of Cutb- lonor. 
He instantly hung it across his armour, and receiving 
her extended hand, pressed it once again afiectionately 
to his lips. Ilvena uttered not a word, hut pointed to 
the scarf, on, which was embroidered her own name, 
* Ilvena.' Each understood the meaning of her silent 
admonitien. The tears were forcing themselves into 
Cuth-Ionor's eyes, and he spurred on his courser in. 
order to conceal his agitation. Fin-Dallan laid his hand 
on his breast to Ilvena, as the band moved on ; tier's . 
were already crossed upon her own bosom, and, un- 
mindful of the chief '« appeal, she continued to invoke 
the assistance and protection of Heaven, till even the 
sound of the war-march was lost in distance or frown- 
ed in the roar of the neighbouring torrent, • 

Our adventurers continued their route till noon* and 
then halted in a glen not far from the encampment of 
the aggressors. The attack, though not till evening, 
was sudden, and victory seemed already to declare it- 
self in favour of Fin-Dallan, when an arrow from some 
near and well-directed hand, pierced the breast of Cuth- 
lonor. The warrior fell, his toot caught in the trappings 
of his steed, in which manner he was dragged by the 
affrighted animal into a wood at a considerable distance 
from the field, where he sunk on die earth bleeding. 
Fin-Dallan, true to the injunction of Ilvena, was indeed 
by the side of the unfortunate Cuth-Ionor, and, seeing 
him about to breathe his last, he endeavoured to force 
from-his shoulders the scarf given by Ilvena at parting. 
Cuth-Ionor opened his eyes, ^ Fin Dalian,' said he, in 
accents weakened by loss of blood, * I am not dead ; 
desert me not, support me to some place ofaheUer, 
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where I niay find means to staundi <tfae wound m my 

ride* 

«Fool!' reiterated Fin Drilan, sieomliil^,. < think 
not Fin Dalian cares to preserve the hated existence of 
a Cuth-lonor 1 die, last of a proud race, wke^ Fk 
Dalian, with the intelligence of your death, returns to 
tyrannise over your demesnes, and 4be high heart of 
your insolent sister.' With these words, throwing ionor 
from his arm, the remorseles assassin ifcgain proceeded 
to rend off the scarf. lonor*s countenance <«banged ; 
his lips hecame deadly pale ; his heart heait cold and 
heavily. 

* Fin Dalian !' exclaimed he, *'is it indeed you ? is it 
jthe voice of my friend that imparts such horrible words ! 
in mercy. Fin Dalian, do not — you cannot, leave me to 
perish f and with ineffectual grasp he held tthe scarf, 
which Fin Dalian easily sitcceeded in dragging from 
him. 

The moon was rising, and, as its pale ligfbt fen upon 
the tall armoured figure of Fin Dalian, it gave him the 
appearance of a fiend watching over the last moments 
of a condemned soul ; for, as Cuth-^Ionor, with a burst 
of anguish, sunk apparently lifeless at his feet, the as- 
sassin sbemed lingeringly to await the last convulsion. 
Cuth-Ionor had ceased to speak. Fin Dalian, in order 
to assure himself that he was no more, placed his hand 
upon his heart, and perceiving no symptom of return- 
ing animation, threw Ilvena's scarf over his own shoul- 
der, and hurrying to his ateed, pursued the nearest 
path which led to Aden Mader. 

Ilvena had already been made acquainted byFm- 
Dallan's courier with her brother's^ death ; and, m 
. order to renew the commencement of ^ur narrative, 
we must return to Fin Dalian on bis Journey to Cuth- 
Ionor with the fatal scarf. Iti deep mourning, lie 
presented himself at the castle. Ilvena being apprised 
of the chief's arrival, almost rushed into -his presence ; 
her heart seemed to assure her that Fin Dalian would 
hiring tidings from the grave of ier broHher: at least 
he would hnpart to her 'the djFing accenti^ of M$ 
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lips>^be last wish that escaped from hii affectioiiate 
breast. 

Any one bat Fin Dalian might have been moved by 
the forlorn and altered looks of Ilvena ; but, cold and 
relenttess as marble, the arch hypocrite gazed upon 
the unconscious being his own guilty hand seemed to 
have rendered desolate. 

Ilvena, unable to support the emotion excited in her 
mind by the presence of the very man, who so short a 
time since she had been taught by her brother to 
respect and esteem, wept bitterly. Fin Dalian was 
not displeased to find that the bosom of Ilvena was 
awake to the liveliest agitation ; he was glad that her 
^rief appeared Irkely to dissolve itselfin tears, and look- 
ed forward to the moment when his protection and his 
hand should become but too welcome. He took the 
scarf of Cuth-Ionor from his bosom, and presenting it 
to .Ilvena with an air of welj-feigned sorrow, « Lady/ 
said he, * receive from my hands the last token of an 
expiring brother's regard, who besought me, with his 
closing breath, to bear it to Ilvena, as a pledge, that 
dying, he remembered her ; * tell her too, Fin-Dalian,' 

said he, * that it was his wish ' 

Ilvena could hear no more ; for as her eye rested on 
the impression of the bloody hand in the scarf, with a 
scream of horror, she fell senseless into the arms of 
her attendants. The bloodstained evidences of Fin 
Dalian'^ guilt, as it sunk expanded on the floor before 
him, seemed to offer a reproach for its master ; and 
even Fin Dalian felt an embarrasment in his mind, 
while he silently gazed upon it. At length, as Ilvena 
slowly recovered, * take that scarf,' he exclaimed, to 
one of the attendants, « the last relic of a Cuth-Ionor, 
and bang it on the tomib of his ancestors.' The old 
man wept as he respectfully took up the scarf,^ and 
Ilvena waved faer hand in mournful acquiescence. 

Already Fin Dalian looked upon himself as the 
future lord of Cuth lonor, and flattered himself with 
the idea that Ilvena was his devoted victim. Under 
fltts impression, he conceived it would be politic to 
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implant in Ilvena's mind the supposition, that Cath- 
lonor's dying lips had bequeathed her to him : the 
moment of regret was the one most auspicious to his 
hopes ; and taking Ilvena's hand, ' Lady,' he conti- 
nued, < it is the painful duty of Fin Dalian, the rejtctbd^ 
despised Fin Dalian, to say that your brother, with his 
ebbmg life, bequeathed to him a treasure, richer in his 
estimatigja, than those wide domains : that treasure, ! 
speak it now, lady, now, while the recollection of my 
departed friend pleads most urgently in my behalf, that 
treasure was his sister.* 

llvena shuddered convulsively ; a sudden light rush- 
ed upon her bewildered mind, and, almost with a look 
of scorn, she gazed upon Fin-Dalian. * Merciful 
God I' she articulated, * Cuth-Ionor, perhaps, for my 

sake ^ and, with a dead pause she again wildly in- 

^ vestigated on the darkening features of Fin-Dalian. 

* llvena V exclaimed he, * Was this a time, Fin- 
Dalian V shuddered she, extricating her hand from his 
grasp, and haughtily turning away ; < leave me, you 
forget that I am still a Cuth-Ionor,' 

* In the eye of Heaven,' said he, « you are now a 
Fin-Dalian.' 

* Lord Fin-Dalian!' resumed llvena, solemnly, 
* Cuth-Ionor fell with you — God grant he fell not by 
you !' ' "^ 

* Woman I' cried the chieftain, furiously laying his 
hand on his claymore, as llvena retreated a few steps ; 
and one or two of the vassals who, alarmed by their 
mistress's screams, had entered the apartment, prepar- 
ed to defend her, « had a warrior dared to utter this, 
riiy claymore should instantly have pierced his heart ; ' 
O cruel, black injustice ! Fin-Dalian accused of a 
enme, at which humanity shudders — llvena, llvena !* 
and he hastened towards the astonished group with the 
impetuosity of a maniac. At that instant the foldina- 

' doors of the apartment flew open, and, leaning on the 
arm of a stranger, Cuth-Ionor himself entered. 

Astonishment, for a moment, suspended every facul- 
ty ; at length, with a burst of joy, llvena flew into the 
extended arms of her brother. 
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Fin-Dalian attempted to speak, but Cutb-Ionoi point- 
ed haughtily to the- dooi^ Fin-Dalian bit his lips in 
malice — ^his hand involuntarily rested upon his dagger ; 
a dreadful thought came across him, and he departed* 

The stranger ^o arrived with Cuth-lonor, the pre- 
nerver of his life; was the youngest son of a Border 
Ohieftain, who had witnessed the circumstauce of lo- 
nor's steed dragging him into the forest, and immediate- 
ly after the contest was decided, the youth lost no time 
in seeking for the unfortunate rider. Fin-Dalian bad 
been gone only a few minutes, when Comalvin reached 
the spot on which Cutb-lonor was slowly recovering 
from his swoon ; he raised the bleeding warrior in his 
arms, and, after binding up his wound with a bandage 
torn from^ bis own raifkient, succeeded in supporting 
him to the cabin of a woodcutter, and from thence, by 
means of a litter, saw him safely conveyed to his own 
castle. 

From the violent conflict of his mental and bodily 
faculties. Lord Cuth-Ionor was for some time confined 
to his couch : during which period, Comalvin seldom 
. deserted his pillow, but with most assiduous care w^atch- 
ed the dawnings of health as they slowly returned to 
his cheek. Perhaps Comalvin bad a secondary fascina- 
tion to that of benevolence, the frequent society of the 
beautiful Ilvena ; nor was Ilvena insensible to the worth 
and virtues of Comalvin. 

Winter had* set in, and Comalvin was still the wel- 
come guest of lonor. The night was cold and stormy, 
^nd the heavy flakes. of snow glistening oh the moon- 
beams, hung about the suspended progress of vegeta- 
tion, like the shroud of nature. Cuth-lonor and his 
family were assembling round a fire of blazing faggot- 
wood in the hall, and Ilvena, at the request of Comal- 
viti, had taken up her harp in order to beguile away the 
lingering hours. The rich tones of the instrument, as 
they echoed through the vaulted roof of the place, 
seemed to return a melancholy sound like that which 
knells the departed soul to heaven. Ilvena paused; 
she tbought the distant tumult of strife mingled with 
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the ^^ cwlences of her own plaintire meWy. and 
•be tamed fewfally towanb the door fronuwhence tiw 
•oand proceeded ; Cuth-Ionor and Comalvin also heard 
distinctly the rush of footsteps, and the shriek of dis- 
may.— Each arose hastily in order to secure his clav- 
more ; at tlat instant, Fin-Dallan, heading a band of 
fierce and dark-looking men, buret into the apart- 
ment— a dreadful confusion ensued. Cuth-Ionor stW 
£led for a moment with Fin-Dalian, and wrung /rom 
him his shield— the clash of steel, and the strife of 
words, drowned alike the appeal of mercy and the cry 
ol dMpair ; desperation and revenge sat broodinit in the 
cruel countenance of Fin-DaUan, as the whole throne 

Z^^' T^^ ^"™"^'' "P°° Cuth-Ionor, and 
buned a hundred da^gere m his heart; with a deep 
groan, the unhappy chieftain sunk dead upon the earth. 
Fin-DaUan bent over the body where it lay, and, with 
the triumph of an mfernal, smote it again and again wiS 

S^nThf^'r^**^- .f'*'""'"" waslhumanly dr^ed 
K ** '"*J™"1?S S*";^, and his dying cries werTtbe 
first to arouse Ilvena from t"he state of rtupefaction into 
which *e had fallen. She found hereelf^CvStSS 
by the body of her murdered brother. The c ash of 

aZ'Shf™"f ** ^''•J*"«f »«" »«»«««J her ear : ani 
a homble calm pervaded her mind, as she eipictS 

more fiwCn\ 1\ZT * -r" **"«<* *« «»<»«'• them 
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become superhuman in despair, as she frequently call- 
ed down a curse on Fin Dalian. A wild laugh ap- 
parently echoed through the gloom, and the tall spirit 
of Cuth-Ionor seemed hanging over her. Ilvena was 
on her knees: * Shade of departed Cuth-Ionor !' she 
exclamed. Mast of an injured name, Ilrena swears to 
avenge thy death, or sleep beside thee, in the narrow 
house !— -the whole blood of the Cuth-Iondrs rushes 
through my heart, and it shall not yield till Fin-Dalian 
is annihilated.* The returning footsteps of Fin-Dalian 
were heard; — * He comes,' said she, *to seek his 
shield ; he will find it in the hand of the slain : it will 
speak to him from the grave of Cuth-Ionor. But il- 
vena shall be seen no more ; her step shall be sad in 
loneliness : she shall come like a phantom in the night, 
like a darting adder from the green tree : her return 
shall bring destruction to Fin-DaHan, and the hand 
whfch has laid low the strc^est of the Cuth-Ipnors by 
the weakest of the Cuth-Ionors shall perish. Ilvena rose 
from the ground ; the spirit of her brother appeared 
floating before her, as she issued from the chamber of 
death. 

Fin Dalian returned in search of Ilvena ; she was 
no longer to be found j a dull cloud overspread his 
brow, but it passed rapidly away. Fin-Dalian became 
usurper and Lord of Cuth-Ionor, and the form of Ilve- 
na appeared no more. 

Ambition had reached her golden height,^^but Fin- 
DaHan discovered,, too soon, that enjoyment consists 
less in attainment than in anticipation. The vassals of 
Cuth-Ionor, though subdued to the government of their 
new chief, were secretly his foes ; they abhorred the 
assassin of their master, and hostilities daily occurred. 
ComalVin, who was not dead^ had been confined in a 
dungeon of the casNe, Arom which he had foutMl means 
to escape, and the guards themselves were companions 

of his ffight. 

Buch events could not fail, while Ihey awoke bkn to 
a sense of his own enormity, to scatter thickly on the 
pllow of Fm-Dallan innimoraUe thorns. He had 
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grasped so eagerly at the rose, that its hidden barbs had 
pierced him through and through. The murdered form 
of Cuth-Ionor stood ever before him, and the fate of 
the unhappy 1 1 vena forced itself continually on his 
mind. Night no longer yielded its slumber or its tran- 
quillity ; darkness came filled with new horrors. The 
guilty have no repose. They may hot even sigh for 
the serenity of the grave. Fin-Dalian trembled as he 
reflected on the blood which he had shed.-— on the 
erime he had committed, — on the infidelity of his mi- 
nions. ^^ Summer,' sighed he, < sinks imperceptibly into 
autumn, day into night, life into death,^ bat the tortures 
of Fin-Dalian remain eternaL' 

One night, Fin-Dalian went late to his coueh,. his 
own tried warriors paced to and fro in the gallery o( 
his chamber; the heavy sounds of their footsteps was 
music to the chieftain's ear, and he ^resigned himself 
gradually to sleep. A featful dream came o'er him. 
It was the form of Cuth-Ionor which he saw. The 
spectre- was clad in white armour, his looks were 
ghastly in anger^ his gory locks floated in the wind ; his 
steed was white like the rider, and the forked lightning 
, burst from its distended nostrils ; a pale cloud came 
over them, and Fin-Dalian was still alone. He stanM 
franticly from slumber ; his cold grasp seemed rivetted 
to a deathlike band, he glared desperately upon it ; it 
was the claymore which he had laid beside him. A 
sudden smile passed over Fin-Dalian's features, but 
they were haggard as the brow of desolation. Shame 
smote his heart, again he thsew himself upon his pallet; 
he slept, he awoke. By the flare of the chimney torch, , 
Fin-Dalian beheld, as it were, his accusing spirit. It was 
a wild, fantastic spirit, tall, faded, and full of majesty; 
fearlessly it hung over the usurper ; the da^er with . 
which he had smote Cuth-Ionor ^as gleaming in the 
air — ^the arm of the phantom was upraised ; Fin-Dal- 
ian marked the corselike features of Uvena; a deep 
groan escaped his lip0 : in powerless phrenzy he waited 
for the annihili^ii^ blow ; it came not ; a moiden- 
tary irresolution ;seemed to withhold it ?— the form bud 
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disappeared. Fin-Dalian listened ; tbe sound of re* 
tiring footsteps convinced him that the intruder was 
earthly; firmly he grasped his weapon, the guards were 
asleep as he passed, but the form glided sWiftly before 
him ; * by the pale moonlight, it is, it must be Uvena !* 
Fin-Dalian hurried along the avenue ; he was on the 
eve of arresting the mysterious being as it turned ab- 
ruptly into the chamber where Cuth-Idnor. had fallen. 
Fin-Dalian recoiled in dismay ; his heart sickened at 
the remembrance of its own treachery. • 

Some time after this, the goatherds, as they led forth 
thfeir goats to tbe glens of Cuth-Ionor, were alarmed 
by the frequent appearance of ^ wild woman amidst 
these perilous crags. That she was mad, was evident, 
by the distraction of her mien; the rapidity with which 
she fled from the approach of human beings, and the 
uncouth distortion of her attire. More then once she 
had-been surprised weeping on a beetling eminence, 
and gating abstractedly towards the distant battlements 
of Cuth-Ionor. Once, as it was supposed, pressed by 
hunger, she had entered the solitary cottage of a moun- 
taineer, and eagerly taken from his board part of the 
coarse viands which it presented. -She answered no 
inquiry, tremblingly put to her by the tenant of that 
cabin, but fled at the first accent of his lips, and plung- 
ed, fearless, into the remotest caverns of the hills. In 
those caverns the Cuth-Ionqrs of ancient times had 
jeen interred ; it was believed that the ghosts of depart- 
ed chiefs mingled there, and never was it'known that 
living voice broke the stillness of its sepulchral gloom. 
National superstition led the peasantry to imagine, that 
the solitary being which some of them had of late mSstly 
observed at the entrance of the caves, could not be mor- 
tal ; ^ey at length supposed it the unquiet spirit of II- 
vena, who had been secretly murdered by Fin-Dalian. 
At the set of sun, each one"^ trembled as he hurried his 
cattle past the almost inaccessible windings and decli- 
vities of the haunted glen ; and mothers wept at dusk 
the absence of their children, lest they should Irnve fal- 
len into the hands of the awful wild woman of the 
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Cuth-Ionor steeps. One creature only had the courage 
or humanity, every morning, to leave a certdn quan^ty 
of provision near the cave, but this creature, whose 
name was Blfie, had lived, it was said, a century back, 
in the service of Cuth-Ionor, ancl from her extreme 
age was looked upon as a wi^rd-sister, whom no one 
d'ared to interrogate : her benevolence, therefore, ex- 
tended to the maniac, served not a little to heighten 
the idea of its being'superhuman.^- 

Several of the various accounts at last reached the 
ear of Fin-Dalian ; he readily believed the mysterious 
woman to be some agent of a conspiracy aimed against 
himself, and resolved aloAe, and in secret, to visit the 
habitation of the sorceress Elfie. 

Daybreak found him on his way, sullenly reining his 
steed round the dangerous and overhanging rocks. It 
was impossible to. proceed on horseback, Fin Dalian 
therefore descended, and fastening the animal to a with- 
ered tree, continued his rout on foot. The scene be- 
fore him was wildly sublime, but the sublimity of nature 
had little influence to touch a heart calloused hy the 
exercise of cruelty, and shut by ambition, to the suffer- 
ings of oppressed virtue. The sun was just rising from 
his ocean-bed, and gilded, with his benignant rays, the* 
stormy snow-covered summits of Cuth-Ionor. A thou- 
sand fantastic varieties of light dnd shade, burs'l 
through the innumerable projections of lowly and aspii^ 
ing cliifs, along whose sides the clinging and sweetly* 
scented under-wood sparkled with millions of translu- 
cent gems. So early was it, that nothing molested the 
bewitching solitude of the scene except the cautious 
steps of Fin-Dalian and the lamenting cry of the lap 
wing announcing his approach. The hut of the wier4 
Elfie at length appeared; covered almost with brawbles, 
and surrounded by a deafeniftg c«taract of whjfte foam- 
ing water, which rushed firriously over the loftier sum- 
mit of a neighboriBg height. By means of several mas- 
ses of fallen rock, which nature seemed coinreniently 
to have hurled into the flood, Fin-DallaB succeeded k 
gaimng the witch*s door^ Elfie, who was sitting almost 
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« 

double over a low fire, rose to receive him as he en- 
tered ; decrepitude formed no part of her existence, 
although the weight of many years was engraven upon 
her brow ; with an air of almost haughty insolence, 
she gazed for a moment upon him ; Fin-Dalian almost 
sunk from the appalling dignity of her tall figure,"* and 
the terrible investigation of her dark eyes, which 
seemed lit with supernatural rays. 

^ Lord Fin-Dalian,' said she, in tones hoarse with 
age, and hollow as the echo of a sepulchre, ^ why this 
intrusion ? whom seek you in the desolate dwelling of 
the almost-forgotten Elfie ?' 

, * Woman V anawered he proudly, throwing several 
pieces of gold on the table, * the mysterious maniac of 
these craigs is said frequently to receive from your 
hand the means of prolonging her wretched existence ; 

doubtless, you know 11 vena .* 

An almost internal laugh from the bag, interrupted 
these Uresolute interrogations — and glaring scornfully 
it Fin-Dalian, — * Fool !* exclaimed she, fiercely, • shall 
the dipper of his hand in blood tremble when the wind 
passes beiween the reeds of the lake ? shall the assas- 
sin's eye, which averts not from the dying looks of a 
friend, fear to witness the reflections of an after-sha- 
dow ? — Yes, it shall be so ; and the life of the usurper 
become more bitter than the poison-berries on the 
'stony sides of Cuth-Ionor's hills.' — Taking up the mo 
n^y, and casting it indignantly upon the floor^ ^ Fin- 
Dalian,' continued she, ' fifty years of solitude h^ve 
taught me to despise Equally the wages of infamy and . 
^ the boasted value of opulence ; enough is the peace of 
*e day ; too much the nusery of the morrow.' 

filfie approached a recess, and taking ft'om it a packet, 
^^^w out the scarf of Culh-Ionor. « Read there I' cried 
*^^, referring to the still visible marka of the Woody 
^^nd, as the long drapery unfolded itself,-—* read there, 
mistaken Ein-Dallan, the fatal evidence of your early 
S^^h ; it is a language which speaketh your own doom ; 
^^t for that blood—' 
^ale with ire— « Tell me,' excliAkied Fhi-Dallan, 

cS 
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furiously, * how that scarf came into your possession ?— ;- 
tell me, or' — and he placed his hand on his claymore. 

Elfie calmly touched his arm — < Lord Fin-Dalian 1' 
continued she, ' I am too old, to fear any impetuosity of 
yours ; the blast spreads no desolation over the sapless 
tree. Fly, murderer of Cuth-Ionor ! the hour of ven- 
geance approaches — I guessed it would end so. Te% 
unhappy Ilvena ! you shall be fully avenged ! hark ! 
already I hear the note of death ; they come ; see, 
cruel Fin-Dalian." With a sudden effort, she threw 
open a wide oaken casement, and pointed with her 
shrivelled finger, exultingly, to the distant towers 
of Cuth-Ionor. 

Fin-Dalian cast his eyes hastily across the expanse, 
and beheld with dismay, that the banner of Cuth-Ionor 
was replaced upon the battlements ; — ^turning round to 
enquire of the sorceress ; he perceived that she was 
gone ; and after waiting some minute^ in fruitless ex- 
pectation of her re-appearance, he abruptly quitl^ the 
place. Alarmed at the sigti| of the ancient banner of 
Cuth-Ionor upon the turrets, he prepared hastily to re- 
turn, and was hurrying to his steed for that purpose, 
when the clash of arms, at no considerable distanee,^ 
smote his ear ; Fin-Dalian paused,, the word^ of £Ifie 
returned forcibly to his recollection. At that instait 
he beheld a martial band filing down the mountain ; Ihe , 
leader was Comalvin. That the treachery of his fol 
lowers, and the chastisement of his enemies, were ne4r • 
about to prevail, Fin-Dalian readily believed ; his h^tit' 
siftik within him at the conviction, and. he abftndoned 
himself for lost^ Full of despair he arrived 'ut the en- 
trance of the eaverh, the very cavern in which the 
wild woman was supposed to cdnceal herself; it was ^ 
a wide and deep chasm, rent by the hand of nature ; 
the descent was steep and gloqiny, but Fin-Dsillan was 
goaded on by despair. 

He continued to grope his way for some time in dark- 
ness, pausing occasionally to hearken to the indistinQC 
voice of his puivuers. At length he arrived at a more 
^mple spAceiiKthe cavern, which received air from 
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above by a sort of loop-holc» (doubtless effected by 
art,) which being overgrown with .brake, admitted odIj 
a sufficient quantity of light to render surrounding ob- 
lects indistinctly awful. A quantity of rude tombs, 
half sunk in the earth, scattered around, convinced 
Fin«Dallan that he was in the burying place of the 
Cuth-Ionors. His knees smote each other in agony ; 
bis claymore seemed falling from his nerveless grasp ; 
and he leaned for support against one of the projecting 
monuments. A lis^ht step approached the spot ; Fin- 
Dalian scarcely breathed ; it was the form of a femule 
whicb passed him ; it was the wild woman of Cuth- 
lonor. 

Never had Fin-Dallan imagined a pam so excruci- 
ating a9 that which swelled bis heart at the sight o( this 
distracted being. She moved slowly along, — her looks 
were those of the grave, her sighs were like some me- 
lancholy gale sweeping through the quiet abode of the 
dtead. She staid suddenly before a sort of altar newly 
constructed in the certre of the place, formed of loose* 
stones, unskilfully piled together ; Fin-Dallanobserved 
a dagger upon that altar's base, and also the name cf 
Cuth-lonor uncouthly sculptured. The wild woman 
bad sunk upSn her knees, her bead rested in an atti- 
tw^e oi woe upon the cold stone, and, as the long hair 
streamed Dack horn her shoulders, thougn the eye was 
faded, though the cheek. was sunken and pale as mar- 
ble, he saw, he knew the features of nis victim — 
Ilvena ! An involuntary shudder escaped him at the 
conviction ; an insurmountable awe took possession of 
his mind, and be resolved to rush forth and iVie upon 
the approaching blade of his enemies, rather than meet 
the being he bad so basely wronged. 

The retreat of Fin-Dallan startled the unhappy Il- 
vena ; her wild shriek echoed the eayem, it reached 
the ear of Comalvin, who- outstripping bis attendants, 
had cntei^d, Fin-Dallan, rendered mad by the con- 
tending emotions within biro, rushed like a tiger from 
itt unseen lair upon the youth as he approaches. 
fjomainn is scarcely equal to the furioos strokes of tha 



. V 



TBB FATAI. SGART. 

monster ; lib strengtihy subdued by long sufifcrmg, gives 
way ; he sinks upon his kaee ; the di^adful arm of 
Fin-Dallan is uplifted ; his blade gleams wrathful above 
his head; *^ J&eT he exclaims; Ilvena knows the 
voice, her hand grasps the dagger rusted in CuA. 
lonor's blood ; she makes suddenly between the com 
batants, and buries the weapon in fln-DaUan^s heart. 

Terrible was the death of Fin-Dallan, as the ayenger 
gazed franticly upon him. Comalvin called tenderly 
on the name of Ilvena ; she knew, and recognized her 
lover. — Her soul burst joyfully to her lips ; firmly she 
grasped his hand, her pale eyes rose towaids heaven - 
Coinalvin called tenderly cm Dvena, but Iheiui bid 
ceased to hear. 
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THE IRISH FREEBOOTER, 

m 

OR 

ADVENTURES OF REDMOND O'HANLAN. 



Oh the birth and parentage of this celebrated chai;' jter 
we have not an account which can be with confidence re- 
lied uoon ; it is tolerably certain, however, that he was 
€»f rather ipean extraction, for, if he had had opportuni* 
ties Jn his fyouth, his unquestionable talent might have 
developed itself in a manner far more honourable than as 
the leader c^ a gang of robbers. 

He was brave and humane, and seemed to think hit 
actions excusable, for the contributions which he levied 
on the rich were generaUy distribnted amongst the poor 
by whom he was consequently esteemed. Among many 
of his humane actions, was one which may serve to difr* 
play the general character of the rest. Meeting one day 
a poor man with a miserable squalid appearance, he of^ 
fered him his assistance, which was gratefully accepted. 
The poor man was in danger of bejpg thrown into prison 
for a sura of money, which, if time wei'ie given him, he 
declared his willingne3s and ability to pay. Redmond 
advanced the money, and appointed a place of meetin^^ 
to be repaid at the expiration of the dme when tne man 
said he should be able to do so. Both were punctua. , 
Redmond received the money, which he immediately re» 
turned, with an additional gratuity ; remarking, that it 
wa9 a reward for his honesty. How strange, that ho«* 
nesty siiould be venerated^even by a robber ' 

His robberies, as footpad, became so numerous, that 

3ovemment ofiered a reward of one thousand pounds for 

his apprehension ; and from this time it is that we luive 

m^st accurate account of bis proceedings. loforma- 
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tion was/in consequence, given to the magistrates of Ca 
low, that he had retired to rest at a public house, a few 
iniies )ro«?) tn*** row** • ^nf^ •>y ♦neir ojrerr^'^ns 9 r/^vF^^ni^v 
of soldiers were ordered off, for tlie purpose of taking bim 
into custody. They.surrounded the house; but Red- 
mond had some private information of their march, and 
was now observed on a neighbouring hill, with a blun- 
derbuss in his hand, and only half dressed. - A consu/ta- 
tion was held, in which it was agreed to form into three 
parties ; one <of which should follow in a direct line ; the 
second a little more to the right ; and the other party to 
the left ; hoping by these means to keep him running 
straight forward, until the intervention of some town or 
village should throw him intoi their power. 

Redmond was an active man, but yet was he kept in 
view nearly the entire day , towards night, however, wea- 
I / and exhausted, he hid himself in a bush, being about 
1 alf a mile ahead, and ou^ of sight of his pursuers. He 
had just begun to imagine that the pursuit was given 
over, and that he was consequently out of danger for the 
present, when the sound of voices, ctose to where he lay, 
alarmed him for his safety. He could soon distinctly 
hear their conversation, and at length perceived four of 
the soldiers stop within a few paces of his bush, and fix 
upon that spot for their residence for the night. Tliey 
fired several shots, for their companions to come up; 
where, when all encamped, they placed sentinels att' 
around, partook of some refreshment, amd retired to re^ 
pose. ., * 

Redf lond, though excessively fatigued, dared not closet i 
his eye i in sleep, resolving, under cover of the night, 10 ' 
, give tl em the slip, if possible. A brilliant and cloudiest * 
moon, however, frustrated his intention; nor could h« 
eave his perilous situation mitil that bright luminary 
went down. He got off a little before daylight, but, Ws 
evil stars prevailing, was observed by a sentry, and ihe 
chase became again as hot as ever, and in the same form 
befoee. Redmond, ahhov^h faint from hunger, as we } 
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as from exertion, still kept a good lead ^dadng the dnj, 

and at night took up his lodgings again in a bush, and 

M^ith very little better success than be/ore. He could no 

longer withstand the approaches of sleep, but yielding to 

necessity, the following day had considerably advanced 

ere he awoke fronr his rough retreat. The soldiers were 

stzll lulled in sleep, and Redmond had already left his 

thorny pillow far behind, when his evil destiny once more 

prevailed. The soldiers were awakened by the distant 

barking of a dog, and, on looking in the direction from 

whence the animars yells proceeded, observed a man en - 

tering a cottage, half-dressed, the watch dog of which 

was. opposing his entrance. - 

They made no doubt but that the man was he whom 
they were in pursuit of; and, marching in silence, in less 
than half an hour surrounded the house, where puc 
Redmond was seated at a breakfast of barley-bread and 
milk, little expecting a vi&it from those whom he imagine 
ed be had finally escaped. The captam of the soldiers 
with some of his officers, entered, and told Redmond he 
w^ the king's prisoner.- Redmond acknowledged the 
justice of his remark, but requested permission to finish 
his meal, the first he had partaken of since the chace be- 
gun. Permission was granted ; but as soon as he had 
concluded, be took from behind his chair his blunder- 
buss, which had remained there unperceived, and pre- 
senting it at the captain, swore heartily that he would 
shoot the first person who offered to interrupt his retreat* 
Each fell back in surprise from the mouth of his blun- 
derbuss, until getting near the door, with one bolt, he 
was ouce more before them. Some time elapsed ere 
tfiey could form so as to fiire without hurting each other, 
during which time he got a tolerable good lead. At ' 
length they fired a few volleys, and one ball slightly gra- 
zed his right heel. The chace' was continued for about 
two hours longer, when be completely eluded their vigi- 
lance, and esr#ped* 
JHis neifX appearance w%s in (he oeigipboiirbood of 
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Wexford, where he became so notorious, (now appearing 
well mounted,) that the inhabitants would never travel 
with money about them, unless in companies' of diree o& 
four, and w^H armed. A tradesman residing in a village 
about twenty miles from that city, was in great want of 
money, and although three hundred pounds were due to 
him from a person in Wexford, he feared to venture thi- 
ther, lest he should be robbed on his return. He bud an 
apprentice who volunteered his services, and gov 6 his 
master so many assurances of his success, that he at length 
consented, and saddling an old horse, he set off on his 
mission. 

He met Redmond on the road, who addressed him fa^ 
miliarly, and entering into conversation, inquired whither 
he was going, and for what purpose. The boy very can- 
didly told him his business, the sum he expected to re- 
ceive, and every other particular which Redmond desirec 
to be informed of; amongst which was the time he ex- 
pected to return. Having received all the information 
he required, he took his leave. Next day, however, he 
was on the road at the hour the boy told him he woald 
return ; and bad not waited long before he perceived him 
approach. " Well, my lad," he cried, as soon as he came 
within hearing, " what success ?" " Oh ! I received the 
money," replied the boy. « I am glad of that," replied 
Redmond, " for I want to borrow it of you for a short 
time." " I dare not lend my master's money," Teplied\ 
the youth, "or I would willingly oblige you." 4lt^ 
some vain entreaties, Redmond drew forth a pistolf*f 
insisted on his delivering him the money. The boy hi 
tated, grumbled, and at length putting his hand m ^ 
pocket, drew forth a leathern bag, and flung it Ofer^ 
hedge at the road-side, telling the robber that he AoM 
have a leap for it, if he wanted it. * Redmond, eager for 
the booty, instantly dismounted and crossed the hedge, 
of which the boy took advantage, and mounting his hoSe] 
rode off, leaving his master's worn out old drudge behi^ 
him. Sedcraond, in the mean time, had opened the bag, 
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example of mir hero ; and some few, partieulariy Bveii- 
nan, who was hanged about ten years since in Cork, hw% 
-shown specimens of taJent and genius but little inferior. 
Of these we may perhaps be hereafter tempted to give 
our readeis a history, if our present publication is read 
with the avidity and pleasure we anticipate. We Jiave 
some idea of publishing the adventures of the most cele- 
brated robbers, not only in Ireland, but throughout Eu- 
rope ; for instance^ that of Humphrey Kynaston in this 
country; Sacioviski, in -Hungary and Turkey; and 
many others, of equal notoriety, if we receive adequate 
encouragement for the labour attending such a work. 

With the hope that our readers have been agreeably en- 
t^ertained with the story of the celebrated Captain Red- 
Knond O'Han^an, we now take our leave of them /or the 
(present wishing them all health and happiness until our 
mtxt meeting to canvass the life <i€ some qher hero of 
%eebooting renown, in some other part of thet world 



THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF 

HVMPHRE Y KYJfJSTOJ^. 

This celebrated robber was the son of Ralph Kynaston, 
Esq. a gentleman of good fortune, residing in the town 
f Oswestry, in Shropshire, where he was bom. The 
Id man dying while Humphrey was yet a minor, he in- 
erited when of age, riot only a handsome efetate, but also 
« large' sura of money, accruing to him from the receipts of 
die estate during his minority. By the advice of his 
friends he paid his addresses to a young lady in the neigh- 
bourhood, and finally succeeded in his proposals for her 
hand, together with a handsome fortune. 

This step, which his friends supposed would act as a 
curb to his unbridled extravagance, did not produfce the 
effect for which it was intended ; unbounded profusion 
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produced debt, debt embarrassment, mortgages, afid ulti- 
mately ruin. He appealed for assistance of bis friendi, 
but friends are difficult to be found in the hour of need; 
besides, his character was by no means good, nor had he 
treated his wife with that affection which her ami&ble 
qualities merited. They refused assistance; some witb 
well affected condolence for his mislbrtunes, and others 
with taunts for his extravagance and abuse for his negled 
of an affectionate wife. In this emergency, his wife re- 
turned to her relations ; and Humphrey, giving a loose 
to his impetuous and uncontrollable temper, entered up- 
on a line of life unsanctioned by the laws of his eoan- 
try, and through which it is our present task to trace him. 

With misantl>ropic feelings he mounted a favourite 
hunter, which he had yet-preserved from the wreck ol 
his property, and left the town of his nativity, resolving 
to levy contributions on that society which scouted him 
from the circles in which he had been, accustoiaed U) 
move, as an unworthy member. 

His first object was to seek a secure retreat from open 
pursuit, or from prying curiosity ; and this he found in 
the Nestcliff mountains. He dug a hole in the rpck, 
which was inaccessible to more than one at a time, and 
proved to him a perfect safety for his person. As to tik 
horse, so well trained was that faithful animal, that al 
though a whistle from his master was instantaneoasl) 
obeyed, he could baffle the ingenuity of one hundr^ iik 
dividuals to take him by force- This cavern is co^^ 
ed at the present day a great curiosity ; and it i 
tonishing that it should, when we consider, that L- ^ 
climbed daily up a flight of rocks, so steep and rli^^ 
to be almost inaccessible to any but active young mei? 
The truth of this statement might be doubted, if U de- 
pended merely on the veracity of the author j but every 
native of Shropshire can testify that the places are still 
visible, where his shoes^ in his exertions to climb nightly 
to his rest, have worn deep traces in 4he rocks 5— aod 
Qr.'?vy child can direct the curious traveller to Kyoastov I 
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Humphrey KytuuUm. 17 

At tlie period we speak of, there was not ihe tame 

^jnetfaod of safelj^ conveying money from one place to 

Mother ; the benefit of which is now so universaliy ac-> 

^miowledged J but stewards in general, after receiving the 

fronts of an estate, carried them -in person to their laud- 

rlc^rds. Upon those gv'ntry it was that he Jevied his first 

contributions, until th(*y became so excessively notorious, 

tlhi the gentlemen of the neighbourhood, particularly 

Mr. Lloyd, of Aston, (who had been an intimate friend of 

bis father's) offered large rewards for bis apprehension. 

These rewards however proved entirely fruitless, for he 
made an army of friends in the poor of %he n^ghbour* 
hood, where he fixed liis uncomfortable habitation, by. 
clistriLuting 'every Monday morning, the entij*e profits of 
bis exertions the foregoing week. " The. return he receiv- 
ed from their gratitude was security for liis person, a con- 
tinual supplj' of well-dressed provisions, and constant 
changes of clean linen of every description. 

Having heard that Mr. ^ Lloyd was using every exer 
tion to have him delivered over to the offended laws oi 
his country, he resolved to be revenged, and mounting 
his horse, early one morning, set out for Aston, where he 
arrived about noon, and on inquiring for Mr. Lloyd^ was 
informed that he was at home. He immediately sent up 
his name, and a request to speak a few words with Mr. 
Lloyd, who was greatly discomfited on receiving the 
Bssage. He, however, put on the most engageing as- 
ft he could assume, and descended from his apartment, 
receding to the hall door,- and after the usual saluta-* 
>ns, entreated that Mr. Kynaston would alight aud walk 

This request he for obvious reasons, dechned, alleging 
shortness of nime and business, as an excuse, but said 
that he could not pass the house of bis fatherls friend 
''^'thout giving a call to see how they did, 8ic, — He was, 
hckwever, thirsty: from his ride, and wouM feel thankful to 
^ r. Lloyd for a tankard of ale. Mr. IJoyd immediate- 
'^^ ordered his request to be complied with, and in a few 
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minutes a servant returned with the liquor fbaiaaing vw€r\ 
Ae edges of the silver vessel which contained it. ^'Pledge 
me, Mr. Lioyd," cried Kynaston, handing him the tank- 
ard ; Mr. Lloyd complied, after which Kynaston finished 
the remainder of the home-hrewed ale to the good health 
of his host, and putting the silver tankard in his pocket, 
very cavalierly departed, wishing Mr. Lloyd a good day, 
and promising that he would call again the first time he 
passed that way. 

Close to his cave lived a hlacksraith, who constandy 
ihod his horse, and always differently, that he might 
never he traced hy the impression they would leavie in 
flying from pursuit ; though, it must he confessed, there 
was hut little occasion for this precfiution ; his horse 
being so uncommonly fleet, as to bid defiance to pursuit. 
An association was at one time entered into by the 
country gentlemen to surprise him, if possible ; in which 
they so far succeeded, as to hem him into a most critical 
situation. His pursuers formed a half-moon behind him, 
but a short distance, whilst his flight was checked by the 
river Severn, which was forty feet wide in that place. 
No time -was to be lost; he struck the-, spurs into the side 
of his cQurser, and wonderful to relate, he cleared it in 
one spring which was considered so great sax effort of 
strength and agility, that it goes by the name of Kynas- 
ton's Leap to the present day. 

A wealthy farmer, at the opposite side of the rr 
had witnessed this extraordinary achievement, ci 
to Kynaston, that he would give him ** ten co^ 
bull for his horse," and received' the following % 
answer from that daring marauder : — ^^ Ten cowi. i_ 
bull could not do that i" alluding to the leap wmch 
had just taken. The farmer smiled, and l^ndston con- 
tinued his flight, and finally reached his cave in .safety. 

Some time aflerward he robbed the steward of a gen- 
tletnan possessing a large estate in Shrop^ire, of a sura 
of money amounting to between ^ve aiid six hundred 
pounds $ which, as usual, he distributed amongst his poor 
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, tdependenl^ of the Neit*cUff Hills. He shortly afte^* 
^warda, however, received through the hands of one of 
[ JiiB poor neighbour, a letter fipoin the gentleman himself, 
btatiDg that he had considerably distressed hun by the 
robbery ; in consequence of which he should be compel* 
Jed to do that which he bad never done before, and 
which might bring upon him the title of being a bad land- 
lord, v». to call in all arrears due to him from his tenants, 
and enforce payment from those by distraint, to whpm he 
would otherwise give time to extricate themselves by in- 
dustry from immediate and pressing difficulties. 

Kynaston's professed object, nnce he hadtaken up his 
present mode of life, was that of befriending the poor at 
the expense of the rich. This letter had consequently 
much weight in his^ mind; and after great cogitation, he 
refamed for answer, that, if the gentleman i^ould send 
Um a list of his tenants, so that by inquiring he might be 
able to judge of his former conduct towards them in ge- 
neral, he would deal with him according to the result of his 
aiquiries. 

The gentleman on receiving his message thought pro- 
per to comply with his request, and sent the list of his 
tenantry, as required, to Humphrey Kynaston, who lost no 
time in making the inquiries, which fully convinced j^him 
that his correspondent was one of the best landlords, and 
this convicticHi was followed by an immediate determinsi- 
tion to make restitution of the sum of which he had plun- 
dered his steward as soon as another priie would enable 

I him to do so. 
|L. His wishes and exertions were soon after crowned with 
Bauccess ; for hearing of an estate contiguous to Oswestry, 
V thelandlord of which had given directions to his steward 
r to destrwn every tenant in arrear, Kynaston stripped him 
of every guinea he had taken so much pains to collect, 
stifling every feeling of humanity, for the woes inflicted 
by the severity of his 'iooiaster upon the unhappy wrelcbes 
. 1^ were so unfortunate as to- beconie tanantfr to aoeha 
I tyrant. In tbit insMmce^however, be wtaspiad aoeosdiiig 
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to his deserts : although the distributer of justice vbs a 

roblier. 

He DOW sent the gentleman a letter, in which be ap- 
pointed a day on which lie would repay him if he woaM 
agree to a private meeting in a small wood near old Os- 
westry. Both were punctual to the time appointed, and 
Humphrey made restitution to the uttermost farthing; 
and the gentleman, after returning his sincere thanks, de- 
parted very well pleased at the result of this, to him, not 
very unpleasant adventure. 

The magistrates of the county at length reaohred (o 
nae every exertion to take bttd prisoner, for which par- 
pose they embodied all the constables of -Shrewsbury, 
Nest-clifT, and every adjacent village, to the number ol 
above one hundred and twenty; and with this formidabk 
troop they deierminedto surprise him on Monday, wfaiie 
distributing to the poor the profits of his week's employ* 
ment. They accordingly came to. the hills ; but op 
seeing the number that crowded for a share of the out- 
law's benevolence, they deemed it of all others the moit 
improper time they could choose for their purpose ; and 
returned very prudently to their houses, to concert pro- 
jects ofcapture more feasible io the execution, than that 
which fear had compelled them to give over. 

Kynaston always visited his sick neighbours in person; 
and one day, alighting from his4iorse, and tying the reins 
to the latch of the door, he entered a cottage where a 
poor old woman lay in a fever upon a miserable pallet 
While Kynaston was performing the dictates of humanity, 
9ome knave stole his horse and rode off. On missing hi$^ 
borse, Humphrey directed his steps towards bis cave 
the rock, whistling (his usual signal to his horse) all (be 
way. The well known signal was heard by his favourite 
and faithful animal ; and immediately plunging and rear* 
ing, be threw the thief who stole him to the ground, and 
. crossing the country, in spite bf ever^ obstacle that op- 
posed itself, towards the spot from whence, the whistling 
proceeded, .Hutnphrey had once more^tiie pteasara 4L 
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iMKintIng Ills horse, yrho pleased with bis lomd, bondM 
fcrward intb renewed swiAness and strength! 

His friends bad offered latterly to provide for bim, i( 
he would leave off the life he had hitherto led, bat he re- 
fused every ofler of the kind, telling them, they shoold 
have done so before he became what he then was. 

His horse he always turned out to grass upon those 

days when he gave himself rest, and whistle*d for him 

when he required his services, which signal was instantly 

obeyed* The animal, however, took a particular fancy 

to the field of a farmer in the neighbourhood, which was 

his constant resort. — ^The farmer at length resolved to 

impound him, and got all his labourers, with ropes to as* 

tsist him in catching the horse. The animal graied very 

quietly until a complete circle was formed around him 

with ropes ; but as the circle gradually advanced, he ran 

towards the man next him, and, in one spring, leaped 

over his bead, and was off at $fi\ speed. 

^^ About this time, he was taken ill of a violent fever, 

(bring which he expressed his conviction of the approach 

of death, repented of his former ill treatment of bis wife, 

which, be said, hung heavy at bis heart. He would not 

' permit of any medical attendance whatsoever ; but at the 

earnest r^uest of the poor inhabitants^ who dreaded the 

loss of their benefactor, he agreed to receive the advice 

^ of an old woman who dealt in herbs, ^nd passed as a 

( witch in the neighbourhood of West-Ftlton, where she 

' lived, in a cottage by herself, and administered medicine 

to the sick in the cottages around her. 

She obeyed the summons, and repaired to the cave 



.-„ , my complaint is partly 
I lovely and tender wife whom I grieve to say, I treated in 
' « manner unworthy her deserts ; this it is that annoys 

9^* and, could I but recdve her pardon, and her 
i Ue^ing, et« Idie, it would be a oonsalatiOD to my Air 
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MBudiiing hottrs, and I might hope for mercy hereafier." 
'"Hope then for mercy f cried the apparently old 
woman, throwing off a disguise which concealed the 
youth dnd the features of his wife ; ^'frorn ray heart .do I 
forgive you^ and will pray that Heaven may do so h'&e- 
wise." A reconciliation now took place; and she at- 
tended him constantly till he died, which was a few days 
afterwards, universally regretted by the poor, wliom hii 
daring roUierieidiad almost entirely supported. 



AJTECDOTES OF JAMES MACFHERSOK, 

* 

^ THE ANCIENT FREEBOOTER AND MUSICIAEf. 

James Macpherson, ^ subject of our memoir >as I 
born of a beautiful gipsy ; who at a great weddii^g at- 
tracted the notice of a half-intoxicated Highland gentle 
man. .He acknowledged the child, and had him reared 
in his house, until he lost his life in bravely pursuing a 1 
hostile clan, to recover a spraith of cattle taken from ' 
Bactenoch. The gipsy woman hearing of this disaster, 
in her rambles the following summer, came andt took 
away her boy, but she often returned with him to wait * 
upon bis relatidm and clansmen, who never failed to ; 
clothe him well, besides giving money totUs mother. H« 
grew up in strength, stature, and beauty, seldom equalled. 
His sword is still preserved at Duff-house, a residency of \ 
tbe Earl of Fife, and few men in our days covdd e^xrj, 
fer less wield it as a weapon of war, and it must be owtt* ^ 
^d, his prowess was debased by the eiploi^s of a freeboo- 
ter, it is certain no act of cruelty, no mbbery of the Ar 
thei leas or distressed, and no murder was perpetrated un- 
der hia commaqd- He often gave the spoils of the sich } 
to relieve the p^r, and all his tribe were restrained fnNf 
many attrocities of raj^e by their aw%4>f his mighl^ arm 
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Indeed, it is said that a dispute wUh an aspiring and 
savage man in his tribe, wlio wbbed to rob a gentleman^s 
house while his wi/e and two children lay on X\te b^er for 
ioterinent, was the cause of his beiqg betrayed of the voh 
gCBnce of the law. 

"[The inagistrates of Aberdeen were exasperated at Mac- 
ph^rson's escape, when they bribed a girl in that cicy to 
allure and deliver him into their hand^. There is a plat- 
form before the jail, at the top of a stair, and a door be-> 
low. When Macpbersou's capture was made known to 
' his comrades by tba frantic girl, who had been so credit* 
lous as to believe the magistrates only wanted to hear the 
i - wonderful performer oh the. violin, his cousin Donald 
^ Macpherson, a gentlemali of Herculean powers, did not 
disdain to come from- Badenoch, and to Join a gipsy, 
Peter Brown, in liberating the prisoner. On a market 
day they brought several i^sistwits, and swiA horses 
were.statioped at a convenient distance. Donald Mac- 
pherson and Peter Brown forced the jail, and while Peter 
Brown went tp help the heavily-fettered James Macpherson 
in movipg away, Donald Macpherson guarded the jail 
door with a drawn sword. Many persons assembled at 
the npiarket had experienced James Macpherson's human- 
ity, or Had shared his bounty, and they crowded round 
M the jail as in jmerd* curiosity, but, in fact to obstruct 'the 
civil authority from preventing a rescue. A butcher, 
I however, was resolved, if possible to detain Macpherson, 
^ expecting a large recompense from the magistrates : he 
t sprang up the stairs and leaped from the platform upon 
Donald Macpherson, whom m dashed to the ground by 
the force and weight of* his body. Donald Macpherson 
' soon recovered, to make a desperate resistance, and the 
combatants tore. off each other's clothes. The butchet 
got a glimpse of his dog upon the platform, and called bia 
; to his aid : but Macpherson, with admirable presence of 
I mind, snatched up his own plaid which lay near, and 
threw it over the butcher, thus misleacHog the instinct of 
I Us canine adversary. ^The dog dait«d mtb iiiry upon 
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the plaidi and terribly lacerated his master's tbigb. lo 
the mean time, James Macpherson had been carried ou 
by Peter Brown, and was soon followed by Donald Mac- 
pherson, who was quickly covered by some friendly spec- 
tators with a hat and great coat. The magistrates order- 
ed webs from the shops to be drawn across the Gallow- 
gate, but Donald Macpherson cut them asunder withhig 
tword, and James, the late prisoner, got off on horseback. 
' He was sometime after betrayed by a man of bis owa 
tribe, and previous to the abolition of heritable jurisdic- 
tion, tie was an admirable performer on the violin, aiid 
his talent for composUion is still In evidence in ^' Alacpher- 
son*s Rant," " Macmierson*s Pibroch." and " Macpher* 
son's Farewell.*' He performed those tunes at the foot 
of the fatal tree, and then asked if he had anV friend in 
the crowd to whom a Ijiiut gift of his instrument would be 
acceptable. No man had hardihood to claim friendship 
with a delinquent, in whose crimes the acknowledgeinev\\ 
might implicate an avowed acquaintance. As no friend 
came forward, Macpherson said the companion of maiij 
gloomy hours should perish with him, and brenking the 
violin over his knee he threw away the fragments. Don- 
ald Macpherson picked up the neck of the violin, which lo 
thia day is preserved as a valuable memento by thf 
family of Clunyt cliieftain of the MacphenoDt. 
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taken no rest tHat night, arose, and went into the ha1\, m 
Trbicfa they left the doctor, they found the hall spinkled 
ivith blood, and his brains cleaving to the wall, for the dS- 
inon had beaten him from one wall against another ; in one 
corf^er lay his eyes, in another his teeth ^ a fearful and pitiful 
sight to behold ! The students then began to weep for him* 
and sought for his body every where, till they came into tne 
yard, where t!iey found it lying on the horse-dung, dreaa- 
fulIjT torn, and most fri^tfully mangled, for his head and 
him joints ware da^ked to pieces. 
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LOVER'S NEW GUIDE: 

OR, 

FULL INSTRUCTIONS 

COHCKRNINO 

LOVE, COURTSHIP, AND MARRIAGE. 



LOVE LETTERS. 

from a Tovn^ Gentleman K-fSirieen^ g^g ^ ^he Unh§¥^ 
siiy, to a young Lady abmU the' tome Jlge^ at Boardmg^ 
JSchooty wiio toM a fVard to the GetUteman^a Fattier* 

Dekr Mise Jirabdta^ 

Being doonied to a temporary banis^hiiiont from the pre* 
sence of the most desirable object in life, I cannot let slip 
the favounilile moment, which now ofllefii, of tendering 017 
warmest wishes for her happiness. Nurtured almost (ram 
our infancy together* the thoughts of parting $lls me with 
mere anxiety thin any circumstance I ever jet experienced 
in life. I am persuaded, a heart, like my dear Arabella'a, 
susceptible of l^ie teiiderest passions belonging to her sex, 
must share with me in tlio most poignant grief on this me* 
lancholy, though necessary occasion : but howe«per distant I 
may be removed from the real object of my regard/ her dear 
image will be ever present to my sight, that being too deeply 
impressed on my mind ever to be efiac^. As on my arriv^ 
at College, the greatest part of my time will be engmssed 
by my studies, Sie only pleasure I shall be capable of eiv* 
joytog, will be the happiness of gazing on my dearGirl'a 
name, subscribed to the tenderest dictates of l|cr heart, ttid 
tnuismitted to me, as a balm for a wounded xr nd ; of this J( 
hope she xt{\\ not be sparing, as on it depends my ulrimal* 
lM|>ptuess. 

As the time of my doparturo is fUedto take place i»t tha 
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expiration of three days, I hope my dear Arabella wdl not 
fiut of writing previous to that time ; in anxious expectation 
of which, I remain unalterably jojrs, - 

CONSTANTINK HfiilRTFRXE* 



The Young Ladtfa Answer. 
Sir, 

FoRTUNATELT youf letter arrived at a time when I stood 
snost in need of assistance, as I must confess my mind was 
strangely agitated lit the thoughts of parting with one, to 
whose family I acknowledge myself under the greatest obli- 
gations, and who himself!^, by a most engaging behavioiH:, 
tor a series of years past, contributed so much to my hap- 
piness. 

Judge then, aAer this confession, whether I must not be a, 
sharer of your grief; and, if I mistake not, my share wiii be 
die most considerable ; as while you are indulging yourself 
in all the gaieties inseparable from a college li^, the unfor« 
tunate Arabella sits melancholy at home, with no ether con- 
solation, than the reflection, that she once was happy : poor 
amends for the loss she now feels, in being deprived of the 
company of him that was most dear to her, and who peihaps, 
at that yevy moment, is enjoying the smiles of some more 
jiappy fair one. 

But let me not anticipate affliction ; perhaps heaven de- 
signs a more propitious fate ; and that, at the expimtion of 
this mournful trial, I maybe blessed with the sight of the 
amiable Constantine, returned with tlie same unc^terable af- 
fection for his poor Arabella, as when he set out to bis des- 
tined exile ; till which happy era, whatever balmy comfort is 
in the power of mortal to give, shall be gladly administered 
hy the foriqiip 

Arabella. 

from a CUnUenum to a Lady^ io whom he had hng paidku 
dddresMeSf en seeing her in company with his KwaL 

Madam, 
The very favourable reception which my addresses ever 
met with (rom you, encouraged me to hope that your af- 
fections were not pre-engaged ; that I stood firsHin the list 
of your admirctn ; and even sometimes I had vani^ enough 
to think I had gained* a aipla<» in y^ur heart The many 
happy hours I have spent in* your company, iho agreeable 
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on you home, during which lime I ma£ you acquainted 
^ "with my name, business, and connexions in life, to which I 
had the vanity to think you seemed to listen with sgme de- 
gree of attention aiid approbation. At our parting, you 
granted me permissiou to visit you the ensuing day, u hich 
liberty I was unhappi^ Jcpri>ud ul, ^y receiving the ne^s, 
that very evenings of the death of a very near relation in 
Lioadoii. This unfortunate event rendered my immediate 
presence absolutely necessary, and in consequence of which 
I set out very early the next morning for town. 

Believe me. Madam, I had a most melancholy journey, aa 
the busmess I was going on was, in itself, of a very disagree- 
able nature ; but what was ten thousand times worse, it de- 
' p rived me of the opportunity of seeing the dearest object of 
ray wishes, and for whom I had conceived the most tender 
passion. Judge then. Madam, the anxiety of mind I must 
vndergo, at being so suddenly torn from every thing I held 
dear and valuable, and at the same time knew not what un- 
^favourable construction mighl be put on my abrupt depar- 
ture, you not being apprised of the real cause. I determin- 
ed then, On'my arrival in London, to embrace the earliest 
opportunity of supplicating a pardon, which I flatter myself, 
DOW you are made acquainted with the case, you will not 
scruple to grant. 

I hope, ere long, to have the happiness of seeing you again 
at York, and shall think every moment an age, till I am once 
Biore blessed with a sight of your adorable person. 

In the mean time. Madam, suffer me to make a tender of 

my future services, by offering you a heart wholly devoted 

• to yourself, and incapable of deceit. It a passion of the 

purest and most exalted nature, be worthy your regard, I. 

think I may justly claim some share in your esteeqgu 

Permit me then to hope, if some one more happy than ray- 
self has not already engaged your affections, (which graci- 
ous heaven forbid !) that my utmost wishes will be crowned 
with their desired success ; and my life and fortune shall be 
wholly devoted to the happmess of yours^ Suffer me then 
to hope for your kind compliance, and relieve me from the 
most torturing suspense, by the favour of a few lines of ap- 
probation : in anxious expectation of which, I remain your 
devoied Slave and Ac^iiurer, 

Christopher CARBLtst. 
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Hu Young TAtdy^s Reply, 



•Sir. 



With much surprise, I received your letter, and oHen de- 
flated with myself whether it would be prudent in nne to an- 
swer it. As to my behaviour at the assembly, in suliering 
myself to become your partner in a dance, it is nothing more 
than what is customary in the place, and might have happen- 
ed to any indifferent person as well as yourself: therefore I 
can see no right you have to claim any libert.'o.^ on ciiaC ac- 
count. 

As to your pretended passion, I conceive it to be nothing 
more than words of course, and what might naturally be ex- 
pected from any gentleman in a similar situation ; indeed, I 
think no woman can be weak enough to believe any gentle- 
man could be so deeply smitten at first .«ight, and should ra- 
ther imagine he had something more to interest him in ibe 
pursuit than mere love ; and, Sir, as I would wish to be in- 
genuous with you, I must confess I have received some in* 
tiniHtion of your design : in -plain term^, Sir, it has been 
whispered through the City of York, by some persons who 
Mw you at the assembly, and pretended to be well acquaint 
cd with your real situation in life ; that your father, a fear 
years since, lefl you possessed of a very considerable for 
tune, and also the business by which he had acquired it ; 
since which time, you had led a most dissolute life, and tbfV 
by practising all the fashionable vices of London, have ft- 
duced your fortune to a very low ebb, and that unless yon 
xan roliievc yourself by marriage, a bankruptcy is inevi-* 
table. 

These, Sir, are the charges exhibited against you, and a> 
you intimate a design of re-visiting me at York, 1 must beg 
leave to decline the intended honour, till such time as tbe 
above charges are refuted. I am, Sir, your well-wisher, 
and humble Servant, 

Margaret CAUTioirs. 



The Young Tradeaman^s Reply. 
MadaMj 
The receipt of your letter, with the charges therein con^ 
tained against me, I now consider as the happiest event in 
my life, as it has brought me to a state of reason^ to which 
before I was an utter stranger. I have long been in a le- 
thar^, from which, by your kindness, I aim now perfectly 
RwaJtedy and can justly say with the Poet, " Through all iho 
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roving pleasures of my youth, where nights ano days seem- 
ed all consumed in joy ; where the false face of luxury dift* 
played such charms as might have shaken the most holy her* 
rait, and made him totter at his altar, I never knew one mo- 
ment's peace like this." 

To you, Madam, I acknowledge myself indebted for thia 
wonderful change. To you then will I appeal as judge in 
my behalf, and af^r a candid heartiig, will submit myself to 
any sentence you shall think proper to inflict. 

in the first place, Madam, 1 confess, that being of a vola;* 
tile disposition, and hurried on by the passions of youth, I 
have suffered myself to be too oilen led into the fashionable 
ibllies and extravagancies with which this place abounds ; 
but that I never yet quitted the paths of honour. That in 
consequence of my irregular mode of living, I roust also 
confess, that my fortune is consid'jrably diminished, but so 
distant from a bankruptcy, that after discharging all my 
debts, I shall have a sufficiency left to maintain a genleel 
independency. 

The last accusation is, dmt my fortune being greatly re- ' 
duced, I had no other alternative, than retrieving it by mar- 
riage. This charge I have before refuted, by proving that 
my afiairs were not in so alarming a situation as was gene- 
rally imagined ; but I will not absolutely deny that I ever 
entertahfied a thought of that nature ; on the contrary, I 
conceived it to be a very eligible plan, and have often men-* 
tioned it as such, but never attempted to put it into execu- 
tion. 

. With regard to yourself, Madam, I protest in the most so-^ 
lemn manner, that I never was actuated by any other motive 
than pure and disinterested love. 

On yoiir first entering the assembly room, I was struck 
with the charms of your person, and determined from that 
moment to make you an offer of my heart. During the 
eouflse of the evenmg, I was ponvinoed that the mental qua- 
lities you possei«?ed were ecj^al to the beauty of your person, 
which, added to a most enlivening conversation, pn infinite 
fond of wft, and a most engaging disposition, all conspired 
to complete the conquest. 

Thus, Madam, as I have given a true state of the case, I 
hope I shall receive my « pardon, signed by your delicate 
hand, J[)y the return of the post, after miiich T may once more 
be permitted to visit fork, and be blessed with the mai^ " "^ 
m adored Fair One, 
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Permit me, dear Madam, to subscribe myself with ihx. tit- 
mo^t siaccrity^ your faithful Ijover, 

CllKISTOFHER CaRELESS. 



The Ladtfs Rq>ly. 

Sir, 
I CANNOT but acknowledge that in your last letter there 
breathes an air of sincerity, which seems to carry ccnviction 
^itb it# and which leads me to hope, that your boasted refor- 
mation is built on a solid foundation, and able to withstand 
the vast stream of fashionable dissipation, with which it is 
environed. IIow happy then shall I think myself, in bemg 
instrumental to so great a change ; at the same time that I 
rejoice with you on your escaping the horrid precipice, from 
which you was in imminent danger of plunging into irre- 
trievable ruin I I cannot but lament the depravity of humaii 
natune, that the vices and follies of our fellow-creatures, in- 
stead of exciting pity, are artfully related in a private asscin- 
biy, and thence propagated throughout every polite circle in 
town, with the most exaggerating circumstances ; so that a 
gentleman, who by a run of ill-luck happens to lose a few 
guineas at a card or billiard table, and the story becoming 
once known, stands a charce of being accused of raortga- 
g'mg his estates, being reduced to poverty, turning foriune- 
bunler. which scheme miscarrying, goes upon the highway, 
and at lost suffers an ignominious death as a felon ; and all 
this perhaps proceeds from no other cause, than a suddea 
disappearance having furnished these reputation-murderers 
-with matter sudicient to exercise their fertile im'aginations, 
and gratify their envious dispositions with the most malicious 
slhudcr. This, Sir, might probably have been your case, 
had you not received timely notice, and thereby vindicated 
your reputation and honour, which I think you have done so 
much to the credit of yourself and friends, that if you perse- 
vere in your design of re-visiting York, you may be assured 

of a hearty welcome, from * 

Margaret Cautioos- 



Froin a Young Gentleman of Fortune, io a repviabU Trcdst 

man*8 Daughter. . 

Dear MtBS^ 
It is impessible for words to describe the tortures that I 
daily undergo, on bf ing deprived of the sight of the loveliest 
ifi her sex. OH ! my dear Fanny, did you but know the 
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mlseraMe state of a despairing lover, surely you could not 
hesitate one moment, but fly into the arms of him whose Ufb 
IS entirely devoted to love and you. 

Perhaps, at this very moment, my dearest girl may bci 
forced for ever from my sight, and obliged, by the cruelty if 
an unrelenting parent, to give her hand to my most detested 
rival. Dreadful idea! If that fatal event has not already 
happened, let me conjure my amiable girl, with all the tea- 
derest eloquence of a most passionate admirer^ to reNeve 
me from this most dreadful sus|)ense, by flying instantljr 
from impending cuin ; and rely on the protectioaof him who 
is ready to sacrifice his life for her sake. 

I flatler myself, my dear, that you are already convinced 
my views are wholly disinterested j as fortune has aimply pro- 
vided* for our future support: then why should we waste a 
moment of our time, by deferring a happy union of souls so 
perfectly formed for e«ich other ? The plan, my dear, I have 
adoj^ted for your delivemnce and my happiness, is of such a 
nature as caimot fail of success ; and however unkind your 
father may at present appear, I have no doubt but a little- 
time will convince him of his error, and remove the pr^ju 
dices he has unhappily conceived against me. Grant then, 
my love, a favourable answer to my wishes, and thereby pe^ 
feet the happiness of your most faithful Admirer, 

Valentine Truei^ove, 



The Lcdtfs Anm&r^ 
Shy 

Notwithstanding I acknowledge the very favourab e 
cpiniott I entertain of you, and what is still more, that you 
are the only man with whom I could be happy ; yet, Sir, the 
obligations I am under to my parents, for their tender care 
of me from my infancy to the present tame, are so many, 
and of tiuch a nature, that nothing ever shall induce me to 
swerve from my duty, though at the expence of nfy own' 
happiness. My father, cruel as I now think him« in endea • 
voiuring to force my hand to the man I most abhor, will, I 
hope, in time relent, and pity his unhappy diiugh^jr. 

As, Sir, I have now declared my determined resolution, 
never to make my parents unhappy by a neglect of the duty 
I owe tfaem, consequently I cannot by any means consent 
to your scheme of elopement ; therefore nnust entreat you 
not to say'any more on that subject ; but as I am at pi'esent 
denied the pleasure of seeing you, I hope jrou will embrace 

3* 






so COMPLBTK INSTHUCTIONS CONCEJUVlKQ 

e?ery opportunity that offers of writing, and which you may 
depend shall not be neglected on my side. 

This is the only consolation I can possibly expect or enjoy 
in my unhappy situation, and eVen this must be managed 
with the utmost prudence and caution ; as, should a letter 
oaoe be intercepted, it would probably not only increase my 
present misery, by a doeer confinement, but utteriy prevent 
our future correspondence. 

And now^ Sir, let me prevail on you to reconcile yourself 
to your present situation, indulging yourself with the pleas- 
ing hopes of the time coming, when we shall yet be happy. 
Of this you may be assured, that though I never will be iiir 
atrumental to my parents unhappiness, by marrying, contrary 
to their inclination, the man they shall disapprove ; yet, on 
the other hand, no power on eaith riiall ever fbree me to a 
uxMta with the man I detest ; that I will ever remain a 
stranger to the happiness of a married state, or enjoy the 
object of my choice ; and finally^ that no nan but yourself 
sluiU ever receive the hand or heart of 

Fannt Plejisant: 



From a Young Gentkman, on a Quarrel which had happes^ 
with a Ladif to whom he had kmgpaiid his Jtddresses. 

Madam, 

AvTER the long and agreeable intimacy which had sub- 
8»tec|, between us, how my unlucky stars created a breach 
last night I know not ; but when I awaked this morning, and 
reflected on the transaetions of the preceding evening, how 
was I shocked at the very idea of tending the dear girl I 
adore! 

Stung with the keenest remorse for my past offences, I 
determined instantly to expiate my fault by a candid confes- 
sion of it, and a sincere repentance. 

Accept then, dear Madam, tiiis confession as an atone- 
ment for the enovmity of my crimes, and admit the liiture 
seal and devotion at the shrine of your f>eauty to obtain mj 
pardon ; go shaU I hope hereafter to be made partaker of 
tuch joys as the warmest language but faintly can express. 

Deign then, thou Goddess of my idolatry, to hear my 
earnest pmyers and supplications, and relieve me from the 
excnictatiiig pangs I now feel, by absolving all past ofienees, 
and thereby restoring to happiness the now miseAible 

TfMOTHT TsiXTBUm 
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The Lady's Reply. 

As the only method to obtaia forgiveness for our sirji, m 
by an open confession and true repentance, I know not how 
lur I might be led to foi^ve, could I believe your repentance 
uincere ; bat, Sir, I much fear, that you finding forgiveness 
so easily obtained, might shortly be tempted to fall into the 
same errors again, and thereby become ruined irretrievablv. 
Therefore, Sur, as I have a sort of regard for you still 
led, I think it most prudent to defer granting an absolute 
pardon 'till your future behaviour has proclaimed you worthy 
of it. If then you think my forgiveness worth procuring, 
- you will instantly set about a reformation, which, once per- 
fected, will be sure to obtain a general pardon, and total ob- 
livion for all past offences committed against 

Sabina Loftt 

l^roin a Young CrenHeman of ForhiMy to an ati|ta|fo Young 

fVidotv in the 9ame jyeighJbourkoody tvAo, a »horitkne ttnee^ 

had been reUasedfrom a Life of Misery, hy the Death oj 

a most dissoltUe and abaitdoned Hfu^and, 
Jifadam, 

From my connexions in the neighbourhood of your rea 
dence, you cannot suppose me quite ignorant of the many 
amiable virtues you possess, nor of the charms of your per- 
son. Those charms. Madam, have attracted my admiration 
a thousand times, and I have cursed &e wretch who was 
possessed of such a jewel without knowing the valuer of it : 
but Heaven has at length thought fit to remove him, and lefl 
you, the brightest gem in the creation, as a blessing to some 
more deserving object. 

Permit me, Madam, with the utmost respect, to subscribe 
my name ia the list of your admirers, and should I be so 
happy as to be thought an .object worthy of your regard, I 
should deem myself the happiest of mortals. 

Elate with'such a^ heavenly prospect, suffer me, Madam, 
to fender you a heart which has long languished for you, who 
are the sole object of my love. Deign then to pity your de- 
voted slave, and grant him the prifdege of visiting your 
adored person ; when, if I do not convince you of the pu- 
rity of my passion, di^ard me for ever from your sight, and v 
thereby render me the most miserable of the human race. 

In anxious suspense, I wait to receive ray doom from your 
fair hand ; till when, suffer me lo subscribe myself, yo««r 
most passionate Admirer, IK Trusty. 



^ a. 



t 32 .) 

4 * 

FORMS OF ADDRESS 

FOR PERSONS IN LOVE. 

to this division of our liUle Volume, it may be proper \w> 
premise, that nothing is so diffident as genuine Love : We 
thoreiure give the Ibllowing detached sentences, that memory 
may fully supply proper phrases in cases where unassisted 
courage might be wanting. 

Miss Jackson cannot but know that I have long had iA 
partiality in her favour; If 1 have never yet expressed my 
sentiments, she must attribute it to the warmth of those feet 
ings which k is not in langnagc to describe. • 

I snould have long before now. Madam, declared my pus- 
sion, if I had beeniible to express the generous feelings <^ 
an honest heart. . 

Dear Clarinda, allow me to hope that the ardour with 
which I have long addressed you, and the repeated proofs I 
have given of the fervency of my passion, may plead in vaj 
behalf^ and that I may at length presume so far on your good^ 
ness, as to expect the reward of all my suffbrings. When 
will you name the happy day ? When shall I * prepare the 
licence and the ring ? 

• 

I should never suppose that a Girl of my Betsey's deli- 
cacy could listen for a moment to the addresses of that odi- 
ous G I am sure she never could entertaion thought 

so low : and I will therefore flatter myself that I stand w<^l 
in her opinion. 

m 

Animated by the .sincerest piissk)n that «^er wanned the 
human breast, pennit me to make a fulUdeclaration of my 
Love, in terms as ardent as that Love js sincere : and >ei 
mo not pray in vmn, while I most eaniestly solicit a return 
of your affection ; of which I beg you will give me some 

convincing proo£ 

■ • 

If 1 have offended, I most sincerely ask your naroon • 
btit It was impossible to behold those poutmg Isps, ana nnt 
wish to press them : — but if I have ofiended, I wul not oifciid 
for nothing— rthis recond kiss shall at once confirm my love, 
and seal mv pardon, "^ 
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TTniat me, Harriot, I am in earnest — ^I must hav^ an ex* 
pUcit answer — My pasjion in so fervent that it will no longer 
near the pretty triflings of your sex. My sufllerings have 
been extreme Let your generosity put a period to them* 

What can I say, Madam ? The more proofs I give of my 
Ijcve, the more you seem to despise me. Is there never to 
be a period to my woes ? 

No man ever loved a woman as I love yov. Reciproca- 
lity of affection can alone ensure our mutual happiness. If 
marriage be vour view, as it is mine ; say so at once, and S^t 
us be happy. 

Though your fortune, my Cbarmer, is superior to mine ; 
yet wiJi I endeavour to repair the deficiency by every tender 
proof that I can give, that I prefer the happiness of my 
Charmer to my own. 

Life without Love would be a burden : but to love, and 
not hpow that we are loved again, produces the most insup- 
portable anxiety. Give me, then, some assurance that I am 
not wholly indifferent to you, and you will ease my breast of 
a thousand tortures. 

Dearest of Girls, be assured, that large as my fortune is, 
if it were ten times larger, I would with prideJay it at your 
feet Take me, then, for life, and mould me to your wishes. 

— I shall never be happy till I can call you mine. 

« 

Open afid frank as your nature is to every one else, why 
will you act with reserve to me alone t— Is it because I love 
you beyond all women, thai I am to be treated with more 
severity than any other man 1 

The diffidapce attending genuine Love has hitherto pre- 
vented a decmration of my passion ; but the long-smothered 
jhuiip will bursi forth ; and I must obtain my Amelia's con- 
* sent to makd me happy, or miserable for life. 

In a word, my ever charming Letitia, I love you beyo&d 
all expression ; but I would not make this free declaration of 
my passion, (ill I had obtained your father's consent : — Oit 
wur decree^ then, depends my ftjture fate* 
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I h<iveja favour to ask of* you, Madam, that demands your 
private ear. Will, you walk with me to the woodbine aJcoVe, 
and I will explain myself more fully. 

Ravished as my heart first was by your beauty, I am now 
still more charmed with your virtues. Your character rises 
on me every moment An anion with you, then, my loved 
JUliza, as it is the first wish of my heart, so it is the only 
* mode by which that heart can4>e made happy. %iccept my 
vows, and my life shall always be devoted to the promotion 
of your happmess. 

''Wo honest Tars, Nancy, speak our minds. If you will 
have me, say so. I will range the wide world to bring home 
treasure for my lovely Girl. 



PROPER FORMS OF REPLY 

TO BE USED BY THE FEMXLE SEX- * 

You talk like a man of honour and a gentleman ; and 
, therefore you have my consent to speak on this subject to 
my tfitber. 

There is so much of extravagance in your professions, 
that I really imagine, Sir, you mean to make me an object of 
ridicule. I insist that you affront me no more, and* assure 
you. that I will never consent to admit your addresses. 

I have no doubt. Sir, of your expectations in life bein||r ' 
#ery favourable ; but wealth cannot give happiness to those 
whose minds do not accord. Our tempers are so opposite 
that we could scarcely avoid disagreements on the mosi 
trtfiitig occasions : to be connected in marriage, therefore^ 
would give no prospect of content to either, but be prc^yc- 
tive of eternal remoise. t^ ^^ 

You si^ you will explain yourself. I wish for no expla- 
nation on the subject you have introduced. I shall continue 
to esteem you as a common acquaintance, but' desire you 
will avoid aUempting to engage me hereafter in a particular 
C5onversation ; for I am determined to give no countenance 
to your addresses. 



I am entire]/ at a loss. Sir, in what manner to reply, 
Could I be assured of your sincerity, I would not hesitate — 
l>ut time must prove whether vou deserve to be considered 

such an adherent to truin as you represent yourself to be. 



I cannot promise what you desire, without bein^^ guilty of 
manifest ingratitude and indiscrvrtioB. Il ia both my incli- 
nation and dt|j(y to consult my fiends on aU matters of con* 
8eq uence. However, I will ac knowledge, that your greatest 
difficulty will be ia obtaining their concurrence : for you will 
not be ver^ obstinately opposed by me. 

Tour politeness, Sir, is more conspicuous than your sin- 
cerity ; and I cannot imagine that I possess any of thosa 
charms which you are pleased to attribute to me. 

I bave learat from ua^uestionable audiority, that you are 
already under encEigements to Miss Johnson; and am 
amazed at your eflVontery in addressing mo on this subject. 
I am determined to see you no more ; and if we may here- 
after meet by accident, an unwillingness to attract obaerva- 
iM>n only, will prevent my immediately withdrawing. 

Be assured, Sir, that I will never engage in a clandestine 
correspondence : and your endeavouring to persuade me 
^rX(% so imprudent a measure, has given roe ^no fiivourable 
ojHmpn ol your intentions. 

I eannot fix the day ; for I fear the day you refer to will 
never arrive. Notwithstanding the fervency of. your declap 
ration, I have but too much reason to doubt your fidelity* 

Indeed, my dear Harry, I am concerned that you should 
suppose the unhappy change of your fortune would aiter my 
aflp3Ction. No ; I am convinced of your integrity ; and to- 
lAorrow shall give you posses8|f>n of your Hamqt, and a 
' grealpr fortune than you ever expected she woii|inave the 
happiness df bestowing upon him she thinks the most de- 
serving of his sex. 

I cannot comply with your request; but hope you will not 
. think I mean to affront you, Sir, wheu I declaroy tnat I am 
prepossessed in fiivoor of another. 

Your behaviour, Sir, is extremely candid. As to your 
<{U(i8tioit respectmg the licence and the rmg, I cotafcsa iUcf 
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are OGcessaiy preliminaries ; but yon know, if they are pro* 
cured to-fii^itf it does not follow, that I must be precipitated 
into the coofioes of nuuxiage to-morrow. 

As to the particular church, Sir, I am indifferent : thou^pi 
I must confess, that I wish not the ceremony to be made 
public ; therefore, I would rather have the knot tied at aome 
distanc-e from town ; in one of the places wTiere your resi- 
dence haa been long enough to give you the title of an inha- 
bitant 
• 

I have nnfominately countenanced your pretcnsionj>, whicb 
I now sincerely regret, and must insist that you decline your 
visits ; Sor your general character is too bad to admit oV ex- 
cuse or palliation ; and I fear you act from a coniinned ha- 
4>tt of vice, rather than (all into casual indiscretions. 

Your conduct since I have had the happiness of your ac- 
<|uaiBtanoe, has been unexceptionable in every respect : and 
if I decLne a positive declaration of love, be assurdf that 
you are not indifTerent to me. 

I am sorry, Sir, to say any thing that I suppose will give 
you uneasiness ; but my father has, for reaso^ known, he 
says, only to himsell^ forbid the continuance of your visits 

* 

I consent. Sir, to receive your addresses, on the coniitiaA 
Ihat you oUaio my Aunt's concurreoco. 



^ 
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BARON MUJNCHAITSEN. 



Some years before my beard announced approaching maiH 
hood, 1 expressed a strong desire of seeing the world, from 
which I was discouraged by my* parents. A coasin, by my 
mother's side, took a liiiiiig to me, and was much inclined to 
gratify my curiosity. His eloquence had more effect then mine ; 
for my father consented to my accompanying him in a voyage to 
the island of Gey loo, where his uncle had resided as go» e.- 
nor many years. 

We sailed from Amsterdam with despatches from their Higa 
Mightinesses the States of Holland. The only circumstance 
which happened on our voyage worth relating, was the won- 
derful effects of a storm, which had torn up by the roots a great 
number of trees of enormous bulk^ that had been carried by the 
.wind so high, that they appeared like the feathers of small birds 
floating in the air; for they were at least five miles above the 
eaKh ; however, as soon as the storm subsided^, they all fell 
perpendicularlf into their respective places, and took root 
again. e3Ecept the largest, which happened when it was blown 
into the air, to have a. man and his wife on its branches,-gatb 
ering cucumbers, which here grow on trees; the weight of this 
couple, as the tree descended, overbalanced the trunk; and 
brought it down in a horizontal positon; it fell upon the chiei 
man of the island, and killed him on the spot, to the great joy 
of the inhabitants. 

In about six weeks, we arrived at Ceylon, where we Srete 
received with great marks of friendship and politeness. One a 
day, being out on a shootiag par)y, I lost my companion, in ^ 
passing through a wood. Having reached the banks of a large I 
piece of water, I heard a rustling noise behind ; on tjuming 
about, I was almost petrified at the sight of a liori, evwently • 
approaching with an intention of satisfying his appetite on me. 
J^ What was to be done in this liorrible dilemma ? My piece was 
' only filled witn swan shot, and I had no other about me ; how- 
. ever, though I could have no idea of killing such an animal 




DOW quickened his pace, and seemed to approach me full sp^d 



I attempted to escape ; but the moment f turned about, I foufl^^ 
a large crocodile, with his mouth extended, almost ready to i^ 
ceive me. lo «Kort, I gave myveif up as lost| for the lion 



tVAs now on hw bind legs in tiie veij net of eeiBiAg ma. I frO 
involuntarilj to the ground witb lear, and, as it afterwaidi 
appeared, be sprang over me. After Ijrtng iq tbis bcMTibie si- 
tuation for a few secomia, f beard a vioJtnt, but unusual noise : 
Ikfter listening (or some time, I ventured ta raise nty bead, and 
look round, fvlien, to my anspeabalile joy, I perceived tbe lion 
bad, bj tbe eagerness wifh wbtch be bad sprung at me, jumped'' 
l^^rwaiti, as I fell, into the crocodile's mouth, which u as n ide 
open ; the head of the one stuck in tlie throat of the other, 
and they ivere struggling to extrioate themselves. With my 

'•couTEAV DE CHASSB, 1 cut off the Uon's bead at one blo)v ; 
then, with the but'^nd of my fowling piece, I rammed the bewl 
farther into tbe tbroat of tbe crocodile, .and destroyed bim by 
suffocation. Tbe crocodile was just forty feet long. 

I next set off for Rome on a journey to Russia, in tbe midst 
of winter, on horseback, as tbe most convenient manner of 
travelling. I Was but lightly clotbe<l, and of Ibis I felt tbe in- 
eonvepience tbe more I advanced north east. At length night 
ittfid' darkness overtook me: no village was to be seen; tbe 
country was covered witb snow. Tired, 1 alighted, and fas- 
tened my horse to sometbing like a pointed stomp of a tree, 
Wbicfa appeared above tbe snow ; and lay down on the snow,, 
where I slept so soumlly, that 1 did not open my eyes till full 
^ay-ligbt. Conceive my astonishment, to find myself in the 
midst of a village, lying la a cborcb-yard. My horse was not td 
be seen ; but I beard him soon after neigh son>ew here above me. 
On looking upwards, f beheld bim banging by bis bridle to the 
weatber-cock of tbe steeple. Matters were now v^ry plain : 
tbe village bad been covered' witb snow over night, a sudden 
thaw had taken place, i bad sunk down gently to the rburcb- 
yard asihe snow bad melted away, and^ what in the dark I Iwd 
taken to be a stump of a tree, ap|)eartng above tbe snow, prov- ^ 
ed to have been the weatber-^sock of the steeple ! I took one of * 

* tiff pistols, shot- tbe bridie in two, tiroeght down my borse, and 
proceeded on my jcmmey. 

Adtraneing into the interior narts of Russia, I found travel- 
ling on borsebaek rather tin&yiicmable in winter, therefore I 
look a sledge, and drove towards St.- Petersburgb. In tbe midst 
of a dreary fbrest, I spied a terrible wolf makmg after me ; iie 
soon overtook me. Mechanically I laid myself down flat in 
the sledge, and let the- horse ran for our safety. Tbe wolf did 
not mind me, but took a laap^ Mid fiillkig furiously on the horse, 
began inttatitly to tear and devour the bind part of tbe poor 
animal, who ran tbe faster for bis pain and terror, t^hus un- 
noticed and safe, I lifted my bead, and witb horror beheld that 
the wolf bad eaten hit way into tbe horse's body. 1 took my 
advantage, and fell on bim with my. whip. This unexpected 

> attack frightened him, so that be leafed forward with all bis 

/^gbl; tli^ botfies carcase dropped on the ground ; and in bi» 
m^e Ihb wolf wa»tn the bitrrttess; and I, on my P'^^^^^l' 

'•■ )^fhim'mMitil^tXiri w* «»Wod U m\ career #arc at &t. re- 
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tersburgh, eontrary to our respective ezpectatioos, and to the 
asionisliiiient of the titectiitors. 

One mot'iiiiig wiiiUt I wh9 in Russiii, I saw through the win- 
dows of my beil-ix>oin, that a large* pond, not far off, was co- 
vered with wild ducks. In an instant, 1 took mj gun, ran 
do%vn stairs, 'Hn«i out of the house, in such a hurry, that 1 im- 
prudently struck my face against the door-|)ost. Fire flew out 
of liiy eyes, but it did not prevent my intention : I soon came 
withni slitftt when,ieveUing uiy piece, 1 observed, to my sor- 
row, that the flint had sprung from the cock by the violence of 
ttie shock 1 had just received. There was no time to be lost. 
I present^ retneniberecl the effect it had upon my eyes, there- 
fore ufieiied the pan, levelled my piece against the wild fowls, 
and hit my flst against one of my eyes. A hearty blow drew 
sparks again ; the gnn went off, and I killed fifty brace of ducks, 
twenty widgeons, and three couple of sealft. Presence of mind 
is the soul of manly exercise. In a noble fonest in Russia, I 
met a black fox, whose valuable skin it would be a pity to tear 
by a ball or shot. Reynard stood close to a tree. In a Wink- 
ling, 1 took out my ball and placed a spikenail in its room, 
fired, and took so dexterous an aim, that 1 nailed his brush fast 
tu the tree. I went up to him, took out my hanger, gare him 
a cross cut over the face, laid hold of my whip, and fairly flog- 
ged him out of his skin. Once in a forest, unprepared for attack 
or defence, I had the misfortune to meet a wild boar. I retired 
behind an oak-tree, just when the furious animal levelled a 
dIow at mc with such force, that his tusks pierced throifgh the 
tree, by which means he con Id neither repeat the blow nor re- 
tire. Immediately 1 laid hold of a stone, and hammered and 
bent his tusks in such a manner that he could not escape ; while 
I went to the next village ff^r ropes and a cart to secure him pro- 
perly, and to carry him off saf*^ and alive, in which I perfectly 
succeeded. 

.A v^ry singular circumstance occurred to me o<se day, wbeii 
I was out n shooting. Having spent all my shot, f found un- 
ex|>ected}y before me a stately stag. I charged immediately 
with powder, and upon it ^ good handful of cherrv-stones, 
whicli I happened to have in my,pouch._ I let fly at him, and 
hit him jnst in the middle of the (ore head, .between his antlers ; 
it stunned him, but he made off. A year after, being with a 
party in the same forest, I beheld a noble stagr, with a fine full 
l^rown cherry'^tree above ten feet high between his antlers. 1 
immediately recollected my adventure, looked on him as osy 
property, and brought him to the ground by one shot, which at 
once ^Hve me the haunch and cherry-sauce ; for the tree was 
covered with the richest fruit f ever tasted. $|H»rtsmen must 
on emergencies have recourse tb any expedient. Day-light 
an«f my powder were spent One day in a Polish forest. When I 
was going home, a terrible bearmsde up to me in great speedy 
with open mouth ready to DiH upon me. I had two spare 
flints ; one 1 flung with aU my might into the moaster's open 
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ITS, (!»iTn his fhroat. ft jpfave him pain, and ma<le him 
urn about, so that I could level the aecond at his rear, which 
I did ivith wonderful success; Tor it flew in, in*t the first flint 
in the stomach, struck fire, and blewu{vthe bear with a terrible 
explosion. 'I'hough I came safe off/ jet I should not wish to. 
try the experiment ajuraio, or venture against hoars wiiU nd other 
ammunition. However, another day, a fri^htriil woH' rushed 
li|>on me so suddenly, that I could do nothing but follow me- 
ehnnical instinct, and thrust my fist into his nioulh. f pushed 
on,^ till mj arm was fairly in up to the shoulder. How slmuld 
H disengage myself? If 1 withdrew my arm, then the animal 
nvould fly the more fbriously u|)on me ; this I saw in his flannng 
eyes. I laid hnUi of his entrails, turned him inside out like a 
glove, and flung him to the ground. 

All these narrow escapes were clmnces turned to advantage, 
by presence of mind and vigoroun exertions, which, taken to- 
gether, make the fortunate sportsman, sailor, and soldier: but 
ne would be a very imprudent, sportsman, admiral, or i^eneral, 
"who would always depend on chance, without providing the 
very best implements, which secure success. I was not blame- 
ble in this way ; for I have always been as remarkable for 
tiie excellence of my horses, dugs, guns, and swords, as for 
the proper manner of using them. I shall not enter here into 
any detail of my stables, kennel, or armory ; but a favourite 
bitch of mine, I cannot help mentioning to you — a greyhouml • 
and I never had or saw a 'better. She ran so fast, so much 
and so long, in my service, that she actually ran off her le^a : 
so that in the latter part of her life, I was under the necessity 
of working and using her only as a turnspit, in which quality 
she still served me many tears. Courting one days very lar<^ 
hare, I pitied my poor bitch, being big with pufis, 3*et slie 
would run as fast as ever. I could follow her on horseback 
only at a distapce. At once I heard a cry, as it were, of a 
pnck of Imun'ds; but so weak and faint, that I bxrrlly knew 
what to ma1ke of it. Coming up, I was astonished. The hare 
hsd littered in running; the same had happened to my bitch in 
coursing ; and there was as many leverets as pups. By instinct, 
the former ran, the latter followed ; and thus I found myself 
in possession at once of six hares and as many dogs» at the 
end of a course, which had only began with one of each. 

I was not always successful. I had once the misfortune to 
be taken prisoner by the Turks ; and, what was woi^e, was 
sold for a slave by my conquerors. My da«lv task was to at- 
4lend the sultan's bees. One evening I misseJ a bee^ -and soon 
observed that two bears* bad fallen «upon her, to tear he^ to 
pieces for the honey she carried. I. had in mv hands only the 
silver hatchet, which is the Radge of the sultan s gar«teners and 
farmers. I threw it at the robbers, with an intention to friglit- 
«i them away, and set the poor bee at liberty ; but bjr an un- 
lucky turn of my arm, it flew upwanls, and contirra^J "*'?*i II 
it reached the moon. How should I recover it? how f«tcU it 
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down agftin ? I reeoUeeted that a speeies of Tarkey-beans grof^g 
▼erj quick, and runs op to an astonishing height I planted 
one tmiiiediateljr ; it grew, and actually fastened itself to one of 
the moon's horns. I bad now only to cjiuib up by it into the 
jiioon, where I safely arrived ; but had a troublesome piece of 
business, before 1 eoukl find my hatchet ; at last, however, I 
found It in a heap of chaff and chopped straw. I was now for 
returning; but, alas ! the heat of the suti had dried up my bean ; 
to 1 fell to work, and twisted me a rope of the chopped straw, as 
long and as wdl as 1 could. This 1 fastened to one of the moon's 
horns, and slid down to the end of it. Here I held myself fast 
with the left hand : and, with the hatchet in the right, [ cut the 
long, noir oselsss end of the upper part, which, when tied to the 
lower end, brought roe a gooil deal farther down ; but when I 
was four or five miles from the earth at least, it broke : I fell to 
the ground with such amazing violence, that I found myself 
stup.mcd, and in a hole nine fathoms deep, made by the weight 
of my body falling from so great a height: to get out, I dug 
ste|i6 with my nails, and al last accomplished it 

Peace was soon after concluded with the Turks ; and gaining 
my liberty, 1 left St^ Petersburgh. The winter was then un- 
eommonlv severe all over Europe. I travelled post, and find- 
ing myself in a narrow lane, bade the postillion give a signal 
with his hoim, that other travellers might not meet us in the 
narrow passage. He blew with all his migbt, but his endea- 
Irours were in vain, 6e could not make the horn sound; which was 
unaccountable, and rather unfoctunate; for soon after we found 
another coach coming the other way : there was no proceed- 
ing ; however, I gofc-out of my carriage, and being pretty strong, 
placed it, wheels and all, on my head ; i then jumped over a 
hedge about nine feet high (which considering the weight of the 
coach, was rather difficult) into a field, and cam.*? out again by 
another jump into the r6ad beyond the other carriage. 1 then 
went back for the horses, and placing one on my head, and the 
other under my left arm, by the same means brought them to 
my coach, put to, and proceeded to an inn at the end of our 
stage. After we had arrived at the ian, my postillion and I 
refreshed ourselves ; he hung his horn on a peg near the kitch- 
en fire ; I sat on the other side. 

Suddenly we heard a tereng 1 ter^ng \ teng ! teng ! We looked 
round, and now found the reason the postillion had not been 
able to' sound his horn ; his tunes were fro;Een up in it, and came 
out now by thawi.ig, plain enough, and much to the credit of 
the driver, so that the honest fellow entertained us for some 
time with a successive variety of tunes, without putting hll 
tnouth to the ho^n. 

I was once in great danger of .being lost in a most singular 
manner m tlMs Mediterrannean. I was bathing near Marseille^ 
one summer s afternoon, when I discovered a very large fish 
approaching me with the greatest velocity ; there was no tiipc 
to te last, nor could I possibly avoid'bim. I immediately re- 
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dvicect myself to r8 small a size as possible, by eloting my firet, 
and placing my bands also near mj sides, in which positiou i 

rassed directly between his jaws, and into bis stomach, where 
remained some time in total darkness ; but at last it occurred 
to me, that, by givir^ hirnpain, he would be glad to get rid of 
me : and, as I bad plenty of room, I played my pranks, such as 
tufiibiing, hop, step, and jump, &c. but nothing seemed to dis- 
turb him so much as the motion of my feet in attempting 
to dance a hornpipe : be roared horridly, and stood up ainjost 
perpendicular in the water, with his head and shoulders expos« 
ed, by which he was discovered by the people on board an In- 
dian trader, then sailing by, who harpooned him. As soon as he 
Mras brought on board, the crew began to cut him up, by open* 
ing the bottom of bis belly. As soon as I perceived a gUm- 
mering of light, I called out lustily, to be released from a 
situation in which I was almost sufibcated. It is impossible 
for me to do justice to the aatonishment which sat on every 
countenance at bearing a humaa voice issue frum a fish, but 
more so at seeing a naked man walk upright out of his body : 
•in short, I told them the whole story, m I have done you, whiUt* 
amazement struck them damb. Indead this circumstance af)- 
pears so incredible, that I shouU haitiiy venture to recount it, 
bat that the whole crew of the Indian vessel are living witnesses 
of its truth* 

^ Daring the celebrated siege of Gibraltar, I went with a pro- 
Tision flc't, under lord Rodney's command, to see my old friend 
General Elliott, who had, by his distinguished defence of that 
place, acquired never fading laurels. After the usual expres- 
sions of joy which generally attend the meetiiif^of old friends, 
I went to examine the state of the gaiHum, md jriew the ope- 
mtionsofthe enemy. I found the enemy were going to dis- 
charge a tbiKy-six pounder at the very siiot where * we stood. I 
toM the g^eral what they were about; be looked through the 
glass also, and found my coi^eetures right. I immediately, by 
his permission, ordered a forty-eight poumler to be brought 
from a neighbouring battery, which. I placed with 6o much ex- 
actness, that I WHS sure of my niark. 

I continued watchin|$4ha enemy, till I saw the match placed 
at the touch-hole of their piece ; at that fhstant I gave the sig- 
- nal for our gun to be fired also. Ahuut midway between the 
two pieces of cannon, the balls strurk each other with amazing 
force, and the effect was astonishing! The enemy's ball recoil- 
ed with such violence, as to kill the man who had discharged it, 
carrying his head faiHy off, with sixteen others^ which it met 
with in us progress to the Barbaryxoast ; where its force, a^pr 
passing through three roasts of vessels thai ther lay in a nne 
behind each other in the harbour, was so much s}.-ent that it 
oaly broke throifgh the roof of a poor labourer's hut, about two 
bunSted yards inland, and destroyed the few remaining teeth of • 
Mfofd woman, who lay asleep on her back with her mouth open. 
The ball lodged iu her jLhroaC Her husband soon after c»n»e 
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bome, and endeavoured to extract it; but finding that iropraeti 
cable, he forced it into lier atoiuacb, whence it ^as discharged 
downwards in a natural way. Our bail did excellent service ; 
for it not only repelled the other in a manner just described, 
but proceetiing as 1 intended it should, it dismounted the very 
piece ol* cannon that had been just employed against us, and 
forced it into the hold of the ship, wbere it fell with so much 
force, a.s to break iis way through the bottom. ~ The ship im 
mediately tilled, and sunk with about a thousand Spanish sail 
ors on board, besnles a -considerable number of soldiers. 

As 1 am very partial to the English, i determined not to take 
my leave of the garrison till I had rendered them another piece 
of service. 1 dressed myself in tlie habit of a Polish priest, and 
about one o^clock in the. morning, stole out of the garrison, 
passed the enemy's lines, and arrived in the middle of their 
camp, where 1 entere*) the tent in which the Prince d'Artois 
was, with tlie couunander in chief, and several other officers, in 
deep council, concerning a plan to storm the garrison next mor- 
ning. My disguise was ni^y protection; they sul&red uie to 
continue tiiere, hearing mvery- thing that passed, till tbey went 
to their several beds. When 1 found the whole camp, and even 
the sentinels, were .wrapped up in the arms of Morplieus, I 
began my work, which was ttuU of dismounting all their can- , 
non, (above 300 pieces,) fiwn forty-eight to twenty-four iioun- | 
ders, and throwing them three leagues into the sea. Having 
DO assistance, 1 found this one of the hardest tasks 1 evez 
undertook. 1 then piled all their carriages together in the 
centre of the camp, and a noble appearance they made, as high 
at least as the i«lk of Gibraltar. 1 applied a lighted match ; 1 
had laid tlie coMdiNi^Mi^ at the bottfun so judiciously, that the 
w^hole was in a blaze in a moment. To prevent suspicion, I 
was one of the fii-st to express my surprise. But this fact i 
have never divulged before, (thougth 1 «lone saved Gibraltar by 
that night's business,) not even to General Elliott. Tl^e Count r 
d'Artois, and all his attendants, ran away in their fright, and 
never stopfied on the road till they reached Paris, wlueli they 
did in about a fortnight. * 

Al>out two months after, hy means <Kf the sling with which 
David killed Goliah,*and which was luckily in my {Mcket, I ^ 
threw a shell among a number of the enemy, which did good 
service indeed. I'iiey were just a going to hang two English 
officers, one a general, the other a major, both my jvarticular I 
friends, who hasJ been detected as spies, 'i'hc shell burst, and 
killed every individmd except the two culprits, who were for- 
t'lnatel^ raised above the rest, in order to be turned on. You 
may easily conceive their astonishment, as well as their grsti- 
tu»»e, for sa-itiilooke<l-for a deliverance. 

I ma«le a balloon of such extensive dimensions, that an ae- 
couiit of the silk it contained, would exceed all credihiliiyi 
every mercer's shop, and weaver's stock, in London, Wwl- 
minster, and Spital helds, eoutriUited to it: with tliis MlooHf. 
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J sUhg, 3p4nch hud almost miraculous powers, I pFsyed 

«%*«ii^^ tricks^ 'fucli as taking one hoftse from its station, and 

itlHci^g ai>other in its stead, without disturbing the inhabitants. 

Whfcn the sentinel at Wkidsdr Castle heard St. Paul's clock 

strtk«e thirteen, it was through my dexterity ; i brought the 

btiil%3ings nearly together that night, by placing Windsor Castie 

jf{ St. George's Fields, and ^rried it back again before day- 

irTight, without waking any of the inhabitants^ 

On the dOlh of September, %vhcn the College of Physicians 
choose their annual officers, and dine sumptuously toge^ier, I 
filled my balloon, brought it over the dome of the buildii:«;, 
dapped che sling round the goKleu ball at tlte top, fastt^ned tlic 
other end of it to the balloon, and immediately nscentled with 
the whole college to an immense height, where 1 k<*pt them 
upwards of three months. You will naturally inquire what 
they did for food such a length of time? To this I nnsuer, 
hnd I kept them ^nspended ttvice the time, (hey would. Iihvc 
experienced no inconvenience on that account, so amply h»d 
they spread their table for that day's feasting; 

'l^hough this was meant as an innocent frolic, it was prodiic* 
ixve of much mischief to several respectable characters among 
the clergy, undertakers, sextons, and grave diggers ; for it is a 
well known fact, that during the three months the college was 
8as{«ended in the air, no deaths happened, except 'a few who 
fell before the scythe of father Time, and those who,' in the 
absence of the physicians, received the aid of the apothecaries. 
We all retfiember Lord Mulgrave's voyage of discovery to 
the North. I accompanied the captain, not as an officer, but 
a private frieml. When we arrtved in a high northern latitude, 
I was viewing the objects around me^ifh my telescope. I 
thought I saw two large white bears in violent sction on a body 
of ice, at about half a league distance. I imineitiately tnok 
Dty carbine, slung it across my shoulder, and ascended the ice. 
I As I approached near enough to reach them, I found they were 
o^iy at play. I immediately began ^to calcuUte the VHlue of 
tbeir skins; unfortunately, at the very instant I was presenting 
mf carbine, my right foot slipped, ! Tell on my back and the 
violence of the blow de{irrv«d me totally of my senses' for near 
half an hour; however, wheu I recovered, judge of my sur- 
prise at finding one of those Inrge animals had turned nie on 
my f«ce, and was just laying hold of the waistband of my 
breeches, jvhen I took my clasp-knifif out of my pocket, made 
a chop at one of his hind feet, and cut off three of his toes ; 
he immediately let me drop.«and roared most horribly. I took 
I up my carbine, and fired at him as he ran off; he felf immedi- 
Btely. The noise of the pie^e n»used several thousand!!! of 
these white bears, who were asleep on the ice, A most for* 
tunate thought popped into my |>ericramum justat that inMant. 
I took off the skin and head of the dead hear, and wrapped my- 
self in it, placing my own head directly under Bruin's ; the 
wW* bcrd ^sme round me immediately, smelling, ■•ind evi- 
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dendy took me for a brother. After they had all smek mn 
we seemed very sociable,* and I found I could mimic all the 
actions tolerably well ; but at growling, roaring, or hugging, 
they were quite my masters. 1 began now to think how 1 
might turn the general confidence which I bad created amoogsC 
these animals, to my advantage. I had heard that a wound tn 
the spine was instant death. I now determined to try the expe-- 
riment, and had again recourse to my knife, with which i stracls 
the largest in the back of the neck, near the shoulders, but under 
great apprehensions, not doubting but the creature would, if ho 
sonrived the stab, tear me to pieces. Howeii:er, 1 was remark— 
ably fortunate; be fell dead at my feet, without making any 
noise. I resolved, therefore, to demolish them, every one 
in the same manner, which I accomplished without the least 
difficulty ; for though they saw their compaoions fail, they had 
no suspicion of either the cause or the effect. To make short 
of the stoiy, I went hack to the ship, and borfpwed part of the 
crew to assist me in skinning them, and carrying tlM^ hams on 
board, wliich we did in a few hours, and loaded the shyp with 
them. The bear-skins I sent to the Empress of Russia, to 
clothe her Majesty and her court in the winter, for which she 
wrote me a letter of thanks with her own hand, and sent it by an 
ambassador extraordinary, inviting me to share the honours of 
her bed and crown ; but as I never was ambitions of royal dig- 
nity, I declined her Majesty's favour in the politest temw. What 
the fair sex see in noe, 1 cannot conceive ; but the Empress is 
not the only female sovereign wh<^ has offered me her hand. 
Lord Mulgrave has since oAen expressed a dissatisfaction that 
be had no share in the honours of that day, which he emphad- 
cally called the bfar<!Blttvi-day. He bad also been very desinniB 
of knowing by what art I destroyed so many thousands, without 
fntigue or danger to myself; indeed he is so ambitious of di- 
viding the -glory with me, that we have actually quarreled about 
it, and we are not now «n speaking terms. 

You reiiteniber the circumstance Baron de Tott boasts of, 
having on the banks of Simois fired a Turkish cannon, loaded 
with 330 pounds weight of gunpowder, and a marble ball of 
1 100 pounds weight ; the firing caused a shock like an earth- 
quake ; burst the ball intothcee pieces ; the fragments crossed 
the Strait, rebounded oh the opposite mountain, and left the 
surface of the water all of a foam, through the whole breadth 
of the channel. 

Now, when I was there not long since, the anecdote of Tott's 
firing this tremendous piece was mentioned as a proof of that 
gentleman's extraordinary courage. ' ^ 

I was determined tiot to be. outdone by a Frenchman ; there- 
fore, took this very piece on my shoulder, and, after balancing 
it properly, jumped into the sea with it, and swam to the oppt>. 
site Rhone, where I unfortunately attempted to throw it back into 
the former place ; for it slipt n little in my hand, just as I way- 
going to discharge it, and fell into the middle of the chamiel. 
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ivliere it noir lies, witfaout'a prospect of ever recovenng it , sad 
DolMritlistaiiUing the high fsTour I was in vcith the ^raud Seigs 
cu', as beldre mentioiied, this cruel 'I'urk, as soon as he heard of 
tite Jos6 of* this famoas piece of ordnance, issued an order to cut 
off my head. 1 vras ioniiiedialely informed oT it b^ one of the 
SultMiiiUS, with whom t was become a great favourite, and that 
very night 1 made my escape on board a vessel bound to Venice, 
wUich was then weighing anchor to proceed on her vojrage. 

On iny return from (Sbraltar, 1 travelled bj way of France 
to Elngland. i found in the harbour of Calais, a ship just ar- 
rived with a number of English sailors, prisoners of war. 1 im- 
mediately conceived an idea of giving these brave fellows their 
liberty, which 1 accomplished as follows. After forming a pair 
of large wings, each of them forty yards long, and fourteen wide, 
and annexing them to myself, I niounied at break of day, when 
every creature, even the watch upon deck, was fast asleep. As 
I hovered over the ship, I fastened the grappling-irons to the 
to|>s of the three masts, with my sling, and fairly lifted her se- 
veral yards out. of the water, and proceeded across to Dover, 
where 1 arrived in half an hour! The wingi^'I made a present 
of to the governor of Dover Castle, where they are now ezhi* 
biied to the curious. As to the prisoners and the f^renchmeu 
wbo guarded fhem, they did not awake till they had been two 
boars on Dover pier. The moment the Englishmen understood 
tbeir situation, they changed places with their guard, and took 
back what they had been plundered of, and got a good lK>oty 
besides. Tliey generously offered me salvage, but i on my part 
was too disinterested to accept thsfir offer. 

in a vovage' I made to the East Indies with Captain Hamil 

ton, 1 took a favourite pointer with me ; a dog worth hii weight 

in gold. It happened one day. When we were at least three 

hundred leagues from the kind, my dog pointed; I observed 

hiui for near an hbur with aatoaishment, and mentioned the 

circumstance to the captain, asserting that we must be near 

land, for my dog smelt game. This occasioned a general laugh ; 

f but that did not alter in the least the good opiaion I had of my 

dog. AAer much conversation pro and con, 1 boldly told the 

cnptain, I placed more oonfidenee in Tray's nose, than I did in 

X\w eyes of every seaman on board ; and boldly proposed laying 

100 guineas th»t he wokrM 6nd ^ame within half an hour.- The 

cai>tHin iHUghed heartily, and desired Mr. Crawford, the surgeon, 

tvho was present, to feel my pulse: he did so, and reported me 

in perfect health. The captain being incredulous, took my 

wager. Done ! and done ! were scarcely said on both sides, 

when some sailws, who were fishing in the long-boat, which 

was made fast to the ster^ of the ship, harpooned a lai^e 

shark, which they brought on board, and began to cut up for 

Uie purpose jif barrelling the oil, when, behold ! they foimd no 

jess than six large brace of partridges in the animal's stomach! 

'iliey bad been un kilig ivthii situslioii, that one of ftie kens 
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WM sitling on four eggM, and a filth waa hatrhing, wheo tiie 
ahark was openeti \ ! I . 

1 have infurmed you of one trip I made to -the moon, in seareli 
of mj silver hatchet : 1 afiterwHrds made anotlier, in a- Niuch 
plensanter manner, and staid in it long enough to take notice 
of several things, which i will endeavouT to describe as well as 
my memory will permit. 

i went on a vaya^e of discovery, at the request of a distant 
relation. On the eightjfeenth day, alter we had passed the island 
of Otahpitc, a hurrioane blew our ship at least above 1000 
leagues above the surface of the water, and kept it at that 
height, till a fresh gnle arising, filled the sails in every |>art, 
and onwards we travelled at a prodigious rate ; thus Mre pro- 
ceeded nbove the clouds for six weeks. At last, we discovered 
a great land in the sky, like a silver island, round and bright ; 
where, coming into a convenient harbour, we went on shore, 
and soon found it wa^ inhabited. Bek>w us, we saw Another 
earth, which, by my telescope, I discovered to contain cities, 
trees, mountains, rivers, seas, &c. and which I conjectured 
WHS this world lAich we had left. Here we saw huge figures 
riding u|jon vultures of a prodigious size, and each of tltem 
having three. heads. To form some idea of the magnitude of 
these birds, I must inform you, that each of their wings are as 
wide, and six times the length, of the main sheet of oar vessel. 
Thus, instead of riding on horses, as we do in this world, the 
inhabitant* of the Moon (for now we were in Madam I^uiui) 
fly about on these birds. The King, we found, was engaged 
in war with the Sun, and he offered me a comoiissicn ; but I 
4ieclined the honour his majesty intended mc. 

Every thing in the lunar world is of extraordinary magni- 
tude ; H common flea beings much larger than one of our stieep. 
In making war, their prm^ipAl weafions are radishes, which 
are used as darts ; tliose who are wounded by them, die inunc- 
diately. Their shields are made" of mushrooms ; and their 
dart^, when radishes are out of season, of the tops of asparagus. 
None of the natives are less in stature than thirty-six feet; and 
they never indulge themseh'es with food more than twelve 
times in a year, or once a month. 

There is but one sex of the animals in the Moon ! they are 
all produced from trees^ of various sizes and foliage: that %thicb 
produces the human siiecies^ is q^uch more beautiful than any 
of the others ; it has large straight boughs, and fiesh-coloured 
leaves, and the fruit it proiluces are nuts, or pods, with hard- 
shellfl, at least two yards long ;■ when they become ripe, they 
are gathered with great care, and laid by as Fofig at is tliougbt 
pTO|ier; when they choose to animate these nuts, ihey throw 
fnem into a large CHuldron of boiling water, which opens the 
a^»elk ill a few hours, and out jumps the creature.. 
• Nature forms their minda for diflerent pursuits, before they 
come into the Hwrld; tmm obq ibell ^m^s forth a watrior; 
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from Riiother, a philosopher ; from a third, a dinn« ; from a 
fourth, a lawyer; from a fin h, a farmer; from a sixtti, a clown, 
&c. &c. and all of them immedintely begin to iterfect them- 
selves, by practising what fhejr befor* knew only in theory. 

When they grow old, they do not die, but turn into air, and 
dissolve like smoke ! As for their drinks they n<^ed none ! tiie 
only evacuations they have, are insensible, »na by their breath. 
-They have but one finger on each hand, with which they per- 
form every thing in as perfect a manner ns we who have four 
besides the thumb. Their heads are placed under their right 
arn^ ; and, when they travel, they generally leave them at home : 
this is a very common practice : and wlien those of rnnk or 
quality among the Lunarians^ have an inclination to see what 
is going forwanl among the common people, they stny nt home, 
L e. the body stays at home, and send the head oidy, which it 
suffered to t>e present incog, and returns at pleasure, with an 
account of what has passed. 

'^rheir eyes they can take in and out when they please, and 
can see as well with them in their hand, as in their head ! and 
if, by any accident, they lose or damage one, they can borrow 
f»r purchase another, and see as clearly with it as their own. 
These things appear strange ; but if the shadow of a doubt can 
rMaain on any perst>n's mind, I say, let him take a voyage there 
bimself, and then he will know I am a traveller of veracity. 

My first visit tio England was about the beginning of the late 
King's reign. I had occasion to go down to Wrapping, to see 
some goods shipped for Hamburgh: after that, I took the 
Tower Wharf in my way back. 1 was so iiuch fatigueil, that 
I stepped into one of the cannon to compose myself, where I 
fell fast asleep. This was about noon ; it was the 41 h of June : 
at one o'clock, the cannon were discharged in memory of the 
6ay ; and I was shot over the houses, on the op|)osite sitie of 
ihe river, into a farmer's yard, where I fell upon a la-rge hay- 
stack, without waking, and continued there in a sound sleep 
till hay began to be ao extravagantly dear, (which was about 
ihree months after, that the farmer found it his interest to send 
his whole stock to market: the stack I was reposing upnn, w»s 
the largest in the yard, containing about 500 load ; they began 
to cut that first. I waked with the voices of the people who 
had ascended the laddms to begin at the top, and got up, totally 
ignorant of my situation : ill attempting to turn awa^ , t fell 
on the fariVier to whom the hay belonged, and broke his neck, 
yet received no injury myself I I afterwards found, to my great 
consolation, that this fellow was a noost detestable character, 
always keeping the produce of his grounds for extravagant mar- 
kets ; one, m short, who first reduced to system that monopoly 
which has lately so much ground the (aces of the f>oor. 

Wishing to visit ^%ltna, I ascended to. the summit of that ce- 
lebrated mountain : a journey, which, however dillicult to com- 
monMravelltrs, was nothing to me who had seen so much ot the 
world. I walked round the edge of the crater, which appeal «4 
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lo be fif^ times at leMt as capactoos as the Denl's ^UBcb- 
Bo%v1, near Petersfield, on the Portaaiouth road, bat not so 
Droad at the bottom, as in that pat*t it reseiDb^es the coBtracteil 
part of a funnel, more than * a puneh^bowl. At last, ba ving 
made up my mind, in i sprang. Guess, gentlemen, my asto- 
nishment, when i found myself in the company of Vulcan and 
his Cyclops. Volcan ordered Venus to sliew me every indul- 
gence which my situation required. To describe the apart- 
ment, and the couch on which I reposed, is totally impossi- 
ble ; therefore I will not attempt it: let it suffice to say, it ex- 
ceeds the' power of language to do it justice, or speak of that 
Kind-hearted goddess in any terms equal to her merit. 

I should have continued here as an bumble attendant o«i Ma- 
dam Venus ; but some busy tattlers, who delight m misch*ef, 
whispered a tale in Vulcan's ear, which roused hiiki to a tit of 
jealousy. Without the least previous notice, he 'took mc one 
morning under his arm, and carried me to an apartment i had 
never before seen, in which there was, to all appeara'oce, a 
welt, with a wide mouth ; over this he held me at arms leogth, 
and saying, " UngrMteful mortal, retuni to the world from 
whence you came," without giving me the ieast opportunity of 
reply, dropping me in the centre. I fbupd myself deseendisg 
with an increasing rapidity, till the horror of my mind deprived 
me of all reflection. I suppose I fell into a tranee ; from .which 
I Was suddenly roused by plunging into a large body of water, 
illuminated by the rays of the sun ! I eould, from my infancy, 
swim well, and play tricks in the wiater. After looking about 
me some time, I cfVllId discover nothing but a|i expansive sea, 
extending beyond the eye in every direction ; I also foood it 
very cold, a different climate from MaSter Vulcan's shop. At 
last I observed, at some distance, a bodyof amSking magnitude, 
like a huge rOck, approaching me : 1 soon discovered it to be 
a piece of floating ice:"! swam round it, till 1 found a plaee 
where I could ascend to the top. StiU I was out of sight of 
land, and despair returned with double force ; however, before 
night came on, I saw a sail : I flung myself into the sea, and, 
they threw out a rope, by which I was taken on beard. I en- 
quired where we were," and was inftmned, in the great South 
ern Ocean ; this opened a valuable discovery. ^ it was now 
evident that I had passed from Mount Ji^tna, through the cen- 
tre of the earth, to the South Seil^ ; a much shorter cut than 
going round the world, and which no man has accomplished, or 
ever attempted, but myself. The Dutch are a very rude sort of 
people ; I related the Mtna passage to the officers, exactly as I 
have done to you ; and some of them, paiticularly the captain, 
seemed, by his grimace, and half sentenoes, to doubt ray ve- 
racitv; however, I pocketed (he affront 

^ V/ft were now exactly in Captain Cook's first track, lind ar- 
rift^l Hi« next morning in Botany Bay. We staid here bat 
lllit^ days ; the fourth after our depaitore, % mdkt dre»l*fii3 
iliittti arose, which in a few houn des&oyed all onto saik, ^Ikr 
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level] our bowsprit, and brought down our topmast ; it fell di* 
rectly U|K>n the box Ihnt enclosed our coiupHSs, %\hich with the 
co«iipH88 was lirolcrn to pif'ces. We now were at a loss where 
to sceer. At length the Morm abated, which was followed hj 
n straclj brisk gale, tliat carried us at least forty knots an hour, 
for six months ! %%*liefi w« began to observe an amazing change 
in everything al>out.us; our spirits became li*;|iht; our noses 
wer« regaled with tlie roost aromatic effluvia imaginable; the 
sen also had changed its com|^xon, and Irani green becaine 
white ! boon after tliese ivondertuJ alter^itiotrs. we saw land, 
ami not at any great distance, an inlet, wliirh. sailed «ip near 
siztr leagues, and foumt it wide and deep, flowing with niitk 
of the most «li!licinus tsAle. Here ue lamleii, and soon found 
it was an island, consisting of one large cheese: vve discovered 
this hjrone of the company fainting a%vay as sioon as lie Imided-: 
this man always ha<t an avr4«ion tu cheese. Upon examination, 
we Ibund him perfectly right ; for the whole island, as before 
observ: d, was nothing but a cheese of immense magnitude! 
On this the inhabitants |>rincipaliy maintain themselves. On 
this island of cheese grows great plenty of com, the eais ol 
U'iiicli prod«ice loaves of bread, i«a<ly made, of a round form 
like nrashrooms. We discovered, in uur rambles over this 
clief*8e, sei^eoteen rrrrrs of milk, and ten of wine. After thir- 
ty-eiglii^ days' journey, we arrive«l on tlie 0|i|iosite siiie lo t^nit 
on which we landed; here ue found some blue mould; as the 
cheese-eaters call it, whence spring all kinds of rich fruit: in- 
stesd of breeding mites, it produced {waches, nect.arines, apri- 
cots, snd a tliousanil other delicious -fruits. In these trees,* 
nrhicb are of an amfzing size, were plenty of birdVnests: 
among others was a kingfislier's, of prodigious magnitude ; it 
was at least twice the circumference of the dome of St. PafiTs 
Church, in Loiidon: on inspection, this nest was made of huge 
trees, curiously joined together ! there i^ere, let me see, (for I 
make it a role always to s|ieak within con«)«iss«) there weie 
upwards of 6ve hundred eggs in this nest, and each of thent was 
jis large as ibar conmion hogshea«ls, or ei|^it barrels, 'and we 
could. not only see, but hear ihe young birds chirping within. 
Having with great fatijirne, cut 0|)en one of these egg^, >ve let 
out a young one, 4infeathered, considerably Isrger than twenty 
full grown vultures. By. what we eouSd leacn of this cheese, 
it was consideratdy larger than the continent of all Ea*o|»e ! 

Atier. sailing three months we knew . not where, beili|^ stilt 
vtthoul comfMss, we arrived in a sea which appeared to be aU 
most black ; on tasting it, we found it most ezc^fent wine, 
and hail* great difficully to keep the ssildrs from^^etting drunk 
with it ; however, in a few hours, we foiM>d' ourselves sur- 
rounded by whales, and other animalfl of Xn immense magni- 
tmle: one of which drew our ship, witHitll her masts standing, 
aad Miils bent, by suction iitts its jNOUth, between its teeth«. 
ishirh were nmeh larger and taller fhnn the masi of a first-rate 
BttB of war. AAer wc kad hecii in bft nKNitli soibs timsb ^ 



opened it pretty wide, took in an immense quantity of water, 
and floatea oar vessel, which was at least three hundred tons 
burthen, into its stomach ; here we lay as quiet as at anchor ^i 
a dead calm. The air, to be sure, was rather warm, and very 
offensive. We were all generally afloat 'and aground twke a 
day: whenever be drank, it became kigb-watei with os; and 
when he evacuated, we found ourselves aground : on a mode- 
rate computation, he took in more water at a single draught, 
than is generally to be found in the Lake of Geneva. On the 
second day of our confinement in these regions of darkness, I 
ventured, at low water, as we called it, when the ship was 
aground, to ramble with the captain, and a few of the other of- 
ficers, with lights in our hands : we met with people of all na- 
tions to the amount of ten thousand ; they were -going to hold 
a council how to recover their liberty ; some of them having 
lived in this animal's stomach several years. Just as the chair- 
man was going to inform us of the business upon' which we 
were assembled, this plaguy fish becoming thirsty, drank in his 
usual manner : the water poured in with sneh impetuosity, that 
we were all obliged to retreat to our respective ships inamedi- 
atcly, or run the risk of bein^ drowned ; some were obliged to 
swim for it, and with difficulty saved their lives. In a few hoars 
after, we were more fortunate : we met ag»in just after the 
monster had evacuated. I was chosen chairman ; and the first 
thing I did, was to propose splicing two main-masts together; 
and the next time he opened his mouth, to be ready to wedge 
them in, so as to prevent his shutting it. It was unanimously 
approved. One hundred men were chosen upon this service. 
We had scarcely got our masts properly prepared, when an 
opportunity offered ; the monster opened his mouth, immedi- 
ately the top of the masts were placed against the roof, and the 
other end pierced his tongue, which effectually prevented him 
from shutting his nioi|th. As soon as every thing in his sto- 
mach was afloat, we manned a few boats, who rowed them-" 
selves and us into the world. The daylight, after, as Bear as 
we could judge, three noonths' confinement in total darkness, 
cheered our spirits exceedingly. Our first dbject was to Icam 
in what part of the world we were , this we were for soifte time 
a6 a loss to ascertain : at last 1 found, from former observations, 
that we were in the Caspian Sea ! How we came here, it was 
impossible to conceive, as this sea has no communication with 
any other. One of the inhabitants of ^e Cheese Island, whom 
I had brought with me, accounted for it thus : That the 'mon- 
ster, ID whoft« stomaeh we had b^en so long confined, bad car- 
ried us^he^e through so'mfe subterraneous passage : however, 
we pushed to shore, and I was the first who landed. Thence I 
travelled up to St. Pjstepsburg^ a second ;^ime. Here my oM 
friend, Maior Grose, gave me a most excellent pointer, descen- 
ded from the famous bitch before mentioned, that littered while 
she was huntmg a hare. I hadtt>e misfortune to have him shot 
won after by a blfuaderlhg kmrtsiBHiii, who fired at him instead 



»•" 9k rovp.y ol paHridges which he had just set. Of this crea- 
Uare 8 skin I had a waistcoat made, which always leads me ia« 
voluntarily to game, if 1 walk in the fields in the proper season; i 
and when I come within shot, one of the buttons constantly flies 
off, and lodges upon the spot where the sport is ; and, as the 
birds rise^ being always primed and cocked, I neTer miss them. 
Xbere are now but three buttons left. I shall have a new set 
sewed on against the shooting season commences. 

About the beginning of hrs late Britannic Majesty's reign, I 
had some business with a distant relation, who the'n lived on 
the Isle of Thanet ; it was a family dispute, and not like?y to 
be finished soon. I made it a practice, during my residence 
tbere, the weather being fine, to walk out every morning. After 
a few of these excursions, 1 observed an object on a great emi- 
nence, about three miles distant; I «xtended my walk to it, and 
found the ruins of an ancient temple : on the eastern eqd were 
tbe remains of a loAy to\Ver, nearly forty feet high, overgrown 
with iv^, the top apparently flat. I surveyed it on every side 
very minutely, thinking if I could gain the summit, I should eii' 
joy the most delightful prospect of the circumjacent country. 
Animated by this hope, 1 resolved, if possible, to gain thq sum- 
mit ; which' I at length effected by means of the ivy, though not 
without great difficulty and danger. The top I found cdvered 
with this evergreen, except a large chasm in the middle. Curi- 
osity prompted me to sound the opening, in order to ascertain* 
its depth, as I entertained a suspicion that it might probably 
communicate with some unexplored subterranean cayern in the 
hill ; but having no line, I was at a loss how to proceed. After 
revolving the matter in my thoughts for some time, I resolved 
to drop a stone down, and listen to the echo; which -i bad no 
sooner done, than I heard a rustling below, and suddenly a 
monstrous eagle put up its head right opposite my face ; and 
rising up with irresistible fbrce, carried me' away, seated on itu 
shoulders. I instantly grarped it rouna the neck, which wap 
large enough to fill my arms ; and its wings, when extended^ 
were ten yards from one extremity to the other. As it arose 
with a regular ascent, my seat was perfectly easy ; and I en* 
joyed the prospect below with inexpressible pleasure. It ho- 
vered over Margate for some time, then directed its course to 
Dover Cliff, where it aUsfhted, and I thought of dismounting, 
but was prevented by « sudden discharge of musketry, from a 
party of marines that were exercising on the beach. , It instant* 
ly reascended, and flew over the sea towards Calais; but so 
very high, that the Channel seemed to be no broader than the 
Thames, at London Bridge. In a quarter of an hour, I found 
myself over a thick wood in France, where the eagle descended 
very rapidly, which caused me to slip down to the back paft 
of its head ; .but alighting on ^ large tree, and raising its head« 
I recovered my seat as before, but saw no possibility of disen- 
gaging myself without the danger of being killed by th.^^ 
•o 1 determined to sit fast. After resting a few miniUes, it 

B2 
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<^«g, and proceeded In three cIhjts I «aw the rock of Gibfal- 
twr very distinctly. The day hein^ clear, not%vithfftandin[; mj 
degree of elevation, the earth's surface appeared just hke a 
map, ithere land, sea, lakes, rivers, mount ains, and tbe Uk« 
were perfectly distinguishable ; and hai-ing ^ome knowled^ie of 

feography, I was at no loss to determine what part of the globe 
was in. My eagle, however, proceeded, and looking before 
me with inexpressible pleasure, I observed that he was prepar- 
ing to alight on the Peak of Tenerifle ; he descended on the 
top of a stook; hot seeing no |)os«ibility of escaping, if f dis- 
mounted, I determined td remain «vhere 1 was, and I fell fast 
asleep. In the cool of the evening, when the sun had retired 
below the horiison, f was roused from sleep by tiie ea^le moving 
under me ; and having stretched myself along its back, I sat up, 
and resuming my travelling |)osition, when he took wing, and 
having filaeeil myself as before, directed his course to South 
America. The moon shining bright during the whole night, I, 
had a fine view of all the ii<lands in those seas. 

About the break of day we reached the great continent of 
America, that part called Terra Firma, and descended on the 
top of a very -high ifionntain. At this time, tlie moon, far dis- 
tant in the west, and obscured by d«trk clouds, but just afforded 
light sufficient to discover a kind of shrubbery all around, hear- 
ing fruit something like cabbages, which the eagle began jto feed 
.on very eagerly. I end,eavonred to discover m^ situation, but 
Sm and passing clouds involved me in the thickest darkness. 
When datlight began to appear, I thought of examining tbe 
fruit which I saw the eagle eat ; and as something iras banging 
which I could easily bome at, I took out my knife, and cot a 
slice ; but how great whs my surprise to see that it bad all the 
appearance of true English roast beef. I tasted it, an I found it 
iwll flavoured and delicious ; then cut several large pieces and 
put in my pocket, wU^e I found a crust of bread which I 
brought from Margate, f made a hearty meal of bread and cold 
beef fruit, 1 then cut down two of the largest that grew near 
roe, and tying them together with one of my starters, hung t.hem 
oyer tlie eagle's neck for another occasion, filling my (tocketa 
at the same time. WiiHe Ihvus settU g these affairs, I ob- • 
served a large frtiit like an inflated bladder, which I \vis)ied to 
try an ex|ieriinent upon ; and striking luy l^nife into one of 
them, a fine pure liquor jike gin gushed out. 

By this time the eagle began to stagger against the shruba, I 
" endeavoured to keep my seat, but was soon thrown to som^ ma 
tatice among the bushes. In attempting to rise, I pnt my hand 
Ojs a large hedgehog, which happened to lie amon^ the grass 
upon its back; it instantly closed round my. Han), an that I 
Ibu^d it impossible to shake it off. I struck, it several time^ 

fagamst the ground without effect-^ but %vhile. I was tl us en^ 
W«d, I.l^eard h rustljnj; among the shrubbery^ ann looking lipi 
snfr a huge anininl ivithin three yards of me ; I foulitiQakA 
ao defence, but held out hoMi my hands* when it ni^iiied Ofi HM^ 



and seized that on which the hedgehos: wnft^ fixed My Iuir4 
being soon reliered, ! rap to some distance, where 1 saw tlie 
creature suddenly drop down and expire, with the hedjirliog in 
its throat. When the danger was passed, I went to view the 
eagle, apd found him lying on the giass, fast asleep, along witk 
another, both intoxicated with the HqOor they had drank. In- 
deed I found myself considerably elevated by it; and seeinic 
every thing quiet, f began lo search for some more, whwh I 
found; and having cut down twolar;^e bladders, alioul a |(alloii 
each, I tied them together, and.huug them over the neck of the 
other eagle ; and two smaller ones round my own waisr. Hav- 
in<r secured a good stock of provisions, antl perceiving ti.e ea« 
gfes begin to recover, 1 H^rain took my seat. In half an hour, 
they arose m<'jestical y from the place, without taking the (east 
notice of their incumbrance, birectinz their course to the 
northward, they rros.*>ed the Gulf of Mexiro, entered North 
America, and steered directly for the polar regions; which 
gaye me thn finest opfKirtunity of viewing tl.is vast eoDtinent, 
that can possiidy l>e imagined. When we entered the frigid 
sone, the cold began lo aSVct me ; but piercing one of my blail- 
ders, I took a dnin ht, and found that it coold make no iiiipres« 
sion on me afterwanis. 

In these cold ciimHtes, I observed that the eagles flew with 
greatflBtapidity, in order, I ^uj |vnsed, to keep thfir bhmd in 
circumtion. wiule 1 was surveyinji* tlteve wonders of naiaie, if 
incurred to me that this was a good opportunity to dif^covenhe 
northwest passage. But while my thou^its %%ere ahborben in 
this pleasing reveri^, 1 %va8 alarmed by tie first eagle striking 
Ids liead against a solid transparent 8ul>stance ; and in a nio» 
.roent, that which I ro>4e experienced the same fate : and both 
Cell down seemmgly dead. 

Here our lives must inevitahlr have ternnnated had not a 
senseof dani^er inspirt-d me with a decree of hkill and dextf^ity, 
.which enabled us to ftill near t%%o miles ( er|endicuiar, with as 
little inconreniency an if we had been let iown with a ro|^ ; for 
no sooner did 1 |ierceire the eagles stHke against a froaen cloud, 
which is very common near the poles, than I laid myself along * 
the bHck of the foremost, and took hold of its wings to keep 
them extended, at the same time stretching out mv le^s t>el.ina, 
to suppofi'the wings of the oilier* Thi» had the desire«t ettect ; 
and we «ie«cended very safe on a mountain of icck wl ich I sup- 
pose<l to be about three nules al>ove th^ level ol^lhe sea. 1 dis- 
mounted, and unloaded the eagles ; hut suddenly a monstrous 
bear be van to roar Itel ind me, with - a voice like thundt:r. I 
fntned round, and seeing f h^ creaturejnst ready to de>itiur me, ' 
having \the bladder of iiquor in my hands, thrtHigh fear, I 
squeezed it so hard that it burst, and tlie litjuor flyiti|^ in tlie 
eyes of the animal, totally deprived it of si^ht. It uirstantly 
turned from me, ran away in a state of distraction, KMl soon fea 
over a precipice of ice ittto the sea. * * 

The danger being over, I again turned my att%irtl^* ^ '"f , 
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eagles, whom I found in a fair way of recovery ; and suspecting 
they were faint for want of victuals, I took one of the beef fruits, 
cut it into small slices, and presented them with it, which (hey 
devoured with avidity. Having given them plenty to eat and 
diink, and disposed of the remainder of ray provision, I took my 
■eat as before. In a few hours I saw the Western Isles ; and 
soon after had the inexpressible pleasure of seeing Old England. 
The eagles descended graduaily as they drewnear the shore, 
to alight. I once more looked down upon the earth ; when, to 
my inexpressible joy, I saw Margate at a little distance, and the 
eagles xlcscended on an old tower. They no sooner came down, 
than I threw myself off, happy to find that I was once more re 
stored to the world.. The eagles flew away in a few minute*, 
and I sat down to compose my fluttering spirito, which 1 did in 

a few hours^ 

Having passed some time in England, I began to revolve m 
my mind what a prodigious field of discovery must be in the in- 
terior part of Africa. I could not sleep with the thoughU of it ; 

. I therefore determined to gain every proper assistance from 
government, to penetrate the source of the Nile, and assume 
the viceroyship of the interior kingdoms of Africa, or at least 
the great realm of Monomotapa. Happily, I had one most 
po'verful friend at court, whom I shall call the illustrious Hilaro 
Fn sticos. I hastened to his levee, and having mentioned my 
intention, with all the vigour of fancy he gave my plan the 
wanT^est applause. 

I vook my passage in an Indiaman ; we met nothing particu- 
lar, until we arrived upon the coast of Guinea, where, to our 
utter astonishment, we perceived a great hill, seemingly of glass, 
advancing against us in the open sea. The rays of the sun were 
reflected from it with such splendour, that it was extremely dif- 
ficult to gaze at the phenomenon. I immediately knew it to be 
an island of ice ; and though in so warm a latitude, determined 
to make all possible sail from such horrible danger : but all in 
vain '^ for about eleven o'clock at night, blowing a very hard 
gale, and exceedingly dark, we struck on the island. Nothing 

' could equal the distraction, the shrieks, and despair of the 
whole crew, until I,.ki\(»wing there was not a moment, to lose, 

> cheered up their spirits, and bade them not despair, but do as L 
should require them. In a few minutes the vessel was half full 
of water ; and the enormous castle of ice that seemed to hem 
us on every side, in some places falling in hideous fragments 
upon the deck, killed the one half of the crew, upon which, get- 
ting on the summit of the mast, I contrived to make it fast to a 
great promontory of tne ice, and calling to the remainder of the 
crew ta follow me, we all escaped from the wreck and got on 

• the island. The rising sun soon gave us a dreadful prospect of 
otir situation, and the loss of the vessel ; for being closed in oa 
every side with castles of ice during the night, she was abso- 
lutely frozen over, and buried in such a manner, that we could 
behold her und^ our feet in the centre of the island. Having 
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debated what was best to be done^ we immediately eat down 
tbroagh the ice, and got up some of the cables of the vesaei, 
and the boats, which making fast to the island, we towed itwitn 
fillour might, determined to bring home island and ail, or perish 
in the attempt. On the summit of the island we placed what 
oakum and dregs of every kind we could get from the vessel, 
which, in the space of a few hours, on account of the liquifyicg 
of the ice, and the warmth of the son, were transformed into a 
very fine manure ; and, as I had some seeds of exotic vegeta- 
bles in my pocket, we very shortly had a sufficiency of fruits 
and roots growing on the island tosupply the whole crew ; es- 
pecially the bread-fruit tree, a few plants of which had been in 
the vessel; and another tree which bore plum-puddings, so very 
liot, and with such exquisite proportion of sugar, fruit, &e. that 
:we all acknowledged it was not possible to taste any thine of 
the kind more delicious iq England. Though the scurvy had 
xnade dreadful progress among the crew, before our striking 
upon the ice, the supply of vegetables, and especially the bread- 
fruit and pudding-fruit, put an almost immediate stop to the 
distemper. 

After incredible fatigues, we reached the warmer cHmates, 
where the heat of the sun gradually dissolved the island of ice, 
and wc again found ourselves on water in our ship, and we pro- 
ceeded to the Cape. 

I next set about a work of immense magnitude. This was 
no other than a cast-iron bridge, of a single arch, to reach from 
Africa to Great Britain. The whole nation went heartily to the 
business, to build an edifice such as was sever seen in anv other 
country. The tower of Babylon, which, according to Hemo- 
gastricus, was seven miles high, or the Chinese wall, was a 
Diere tiifle, in comparison to this stupendous edifice, which was 
completed in a ve>*y short space of time. 

It was of an immense height, far beyond any thing that ever 
had been before erected ; and of such gentle ascent, that a regi- 
ment of cavalry, with a train of cannon, could ascend it with 
perfect facility. It seemed like a rainbow in the heavens, the 
base of which appeared to rise in the centre of Africa, and the- 
other extremity seemed to stop in Great Britain. 

The huilAng being completed, I caused an inscription to be 
engraved, in the most magnificent style, on the summit of the 
arch, in large letters, so great and luminous, that all vessels 
sailing to the East or West Indies might read them. An easy 
intercourse bein^ thus established between Great Britain and 
tiie centre of Afnca, numbers travelled continually to and from 
both countries ; and at my request, mail coaches were ordered 
ti run on the bridge between both empires. After some time, 
having settled the government perfectly to my satisfaction, f re- 
quested permission to return to Old England, and accordinglv 
set out on nr\y journey, covered with applause a^ ||^enecal ad- 
miration. We advanced at a great rate along the bridge;, which 
was so wety extensive, that we could scarce perceive the ascent, 
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but insensibly, until we arrtret] on the centre of the arch, 
view tlience wmm glorions beyomi conception ; we saw uU lh« 
kiiigdof-.i4 of the ejirth. At last, after a most delightful journej' 
of two months an«J thirteen liajs. we reached rerr near to the 
coast of EVngtaiid. when there happened a most ireroemktus . 
carthquakf?, occasioned by the French revolution, which in one 
inoiiieiit des'r.iyed the gravid brid;!e;and I %va.< pi-eciintated into 
the se-i, from a Iiei4ht of about fifteen leagufs. nnd I rallea 
one hundre.1yartl4 Co rheeasuvard, I must mevitably hare been 
d>i8.ied to pi^xes oo the Rocks of Sicily. As it was, I oitly ^ot 
« j^oitd sousinj(. Beinz » most expert swiiuner^ I resolvi>d to 
proceed •'o l.>ondon by water; and in I tie course ot my voy»;^e 
up the Channel, I was so fortnmle as to save a number of valu- 
able lives. A frii^ate was nearly overturned by a sudden squall. 
I was just below her, and sel.^intereNt, f niu^t confess, more 
than palrioiism, imluced me t>- exert my -elf to prerenl her from 
falling over me, and, perhaftS, crushing me lo atoms. J there- 
fi>re laid hold of a mast that happened to t>e ftoating- past me f 
and with all my force pressed it against the side of (he fiigaie 
just below tlie gunwale, and held in that position till ttie crew 
wa« aide to right her. The gratitude of all on boar«l towards 
Bie f »r :his act, I shall never forget. The '-a|itain, although he 
was bottfid to the West Indies with iletspatches, immediHtely 
chan/ed his course^ in order to convey me to EjOii«lon, tb«re to 
l»y before the Lords of the Admiralty the incredible, service I 
had performed. Their Lordshtp!« thanked me, and promised 
me large rewards ; (»ut e 'vy of my merit nmst have tiad a bane- 
ful effect; for not onfj did I never receive any recompeus^, ba€ 
this extrnordiria ry preservation of one of ins Majesty '« ^ii|)S 
was uev^r even mentioned in the London Gazette. 

I shall not trespass on you with an account of all my advi*n« 
tores. I «?mnot, however, forbcir mentioning one, in wiiK'h I 
ran greater risk than evef I did. Havin^i: gone to make disco- 
veries in the interior of North America. I penetrated the frigtu- 
ful.itfserts an I gloomy wools beyon*! the source of the Ohio^ 
throufsfh countries utterly unknown before. I frequently look 
Hie divw sion of Suooting in tlie %voo Is, awl one day that I hap- 
peiied, with three attendants, to wander far from t^i^y|ift|^ irr 
were sutldenly set upon by a number of savages.^^sSI' had 
expended our powder and shot,, and happened to have no side 
anns, it was in vai i to make any resistance a tHinst huudreds of 
enemifs. In shnrt, they Imund us, and maiie us walk tiefore 
them to a gloomy cHvern in •• rock , where they fea!>tte J on what 
game they Imd killed ; but which not t>ein« sufficient, they took 
my th'-ee u if irtiiuate co Tipaiiions, antl myself, an I swnlped us. 
The pain of losing th«^ flesh ^o n my head was inos^orribJ#; 
it rhade me |i*ap in asfnnitfS, aiid roar like a bull. j||ie^.||en 
lied us to slakes, nnd making great fires round uft, jbe| 
dance in a circle, sinxini* with mucH distortion and harL-^^, 
and at time* seiiin r op the war-whoop. As they had oa iSit • 
day atoo made % prize of wine and spirits belonging to our froop^ 
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tHcfle barbarians findiog it delicious « and nnconscious of its in* 
toxicMtiog quality, b^jian to dri. k it in pi-otusioii, uhile th^y b«- 
beld us roasting; and in a very si ort (iirie they were all con. 
T>1etely diuiik, and fell asleep rounl the fises. "Pereeit ing iN>ine 
iio|)«9, I used most astonishing efforts to exlricaf^ myself tiom 
the cords with which I was tied, and at length suieeeded, 
I imm'^diately unbound my companions, and though halfronst- 
eel, thty »fill had power enough to Malk. We sought aboult 
lor our scalps, and immediately Hdapted them to our bloody 
heads sticking them on with a km>1 ofghie,«f a soveieign quA- 
lity, that flows from a tieo in that countryj andtliepart^ united^ 
and healed in a few hours. We took care to revenge ourselves 
on the savages, and with their 6w*a hnv^bets )*ut every one of 
them to death. Wc i*»^v retu,-s»^l to o«T Uvk>v» ^'^»« had 
given us up for lost ; w»*. t^r ^&de |^<&^ rejc^cings on our 
return. 

We proceeded to s ti>^ •loamy i\9Btle« tun^iinded with 
strong ramparts, and « bgfond ditfji, vrhtxf ire were received by 
the governor in a miinner wkirh shows tV? age of chivalry is 
still extant in the wilds of America. In vhort, \vf entered the 
castle. The governor sat.witli our company at table, surroun- 
ded by his friends, of a very fierce Hnd^vnr^ike appearance, 
'l^hey 8fk>ke but liitle. and seemed very aujttere and re<er\ed. 
We dined; andftl^er dinner, fh%governor forced the c<nnpany 
to push the bottle about with Mlamty, and to excess. He in- 
ibrmed us, that lie was the Naresskin in Rouskimowmowsky, 
who had r^'t^'-ed nm\dst these wilds, disgusted with ti.e court of 
St.. P«teisburgh 1 was rejoiced to meithin.; I recollected 
irv ol'l friend, whom I had known at tlie court of Russia, whcji 
I rc'jected the hand of the Empress. Nareskin, wiih all his 
knights conitvanions, drank to an astonishing degit?e, and we all 
set off upon hobby-borses in fuH cry out of the castle. Never 
ir&s there seen such a cavalcade before. Having got into the 
woods, the Nareskin called me siside, and told me I must ^ive 
hiin satisfaction for having refused the hand of his sovrrri4^n* 
An enormous bear at the same time attackeil me ; but I ran my 
hand down his throat, and tore up hi^ tongue by the roots. I 
then ^ized his carcase by the hind legs, and whirling it over 
my head, gave the Nareskm such a blow with the bear, as evi- 
dently stunned him. I repeated the blows, knocking tl.e bear's 
bead against the Narcskin's skull, until, by onr happy blow, I 
got his head into the beards jaws, and the creature h^ing some- 
what alive and convulsive, the teeth closed on him like nut- 
cracker^. I threw the bear from me ; but the Nareskin remain- 
ed spn^ling, unable to extricate his head from the bear's jaw, 
imploring for mercy, i gave the wretch his life : * a lion preys 
not upon carcases.' 

4fter thts. I sH off post for France, as T thought I should be 
of essential service in Paris during the frequent eiLccutions, as, 
inconsequence of my surgical skill, I could so easily have re- 
plfced the hMdkl •f persons guillotined, and by restoring them 
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to fociety, would doubtless have conciliated the esteem of; 
bers. On inquiry, howcFer, finding that many of those pot ts 
death were very bad men, I resolved to leave them to thett 
fate ; and one evening, about sun-set, fixing on my wings, 1 
took my flieht, and sailing with a fine breeze, arrived at St. 
. James' Park, in London, just as the guard was relieved at tk» 
Palace. 

Thus I have related the most interesting part of my advei^ 
tares; and shall now conclude, with drinking his Majesty's 
health : and may bis enemies undergo all my difficultie* Mi4 
'danger^ without hopes of relieil 
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BARON TRENCK, THE PRUSSIAN. 



4 WAS born the 16th of February, me, at Koeniffsber?, in Prusaia. 
IVI7 rather, who deseenaed from one of the moat ancient familiea ii- the 
country, waa General of Cavahy. My father sent me at tiie aire of 
Uiirteen to the university of Koenigsberg, where I made a rapid proffreaa 
m my^education. v "^ '^ * 

Soon after thia, my grandfather, admiring my apWt, took roe awav and 
placed me under a private tutor, who loved me like hia own son, and'oAen v 
sat lip till midnight to give me instruction: 

In the month of NoTember, 1742, Baron Lottum, the King's Adjutant 
Gieneral, who was a relation of my mother, vvas sent by his Majestv to 
Koenigsberg. He dined at my grandfaUier>e, chatted a good deal with 
me, and, after having sounded me by a variety of quest iqns, a^ked me in • 
a laughing way, if fshould not be tempted to accompany him tc Beili£, 
Ui serve mjr country, as my ancestors had always done: I felt the most 
ardent desire to signalize myself, and accepted hia proposal without 
hesitation. A few days after we set off for Potzdam. 

The day afler ray arrival, I was presented to the King, and immediately 
obtained peiinission to enter in the Life Guards, in quality of Cadet, wjIb 
pronBiseaof speedy promotion. «. • 

The Life Guards were at fhat time* the pattern 'and school of all the . 
Prrjssian Cavalry. They consisisted of onlv one squadron of men, chosen' 
from the whole army. Their uniform was the most brilliant in £m<ope } 
the dress and aceoutrementa of an officer costing two thousand crowns. 
• The cuirass, which was covered with silver, its appendages, and the horse -. 
Aimiture, amounting alone to seven hundred. < 

I had been scarcely three weeks Cadet, when one day. afUr the ' 
parade, the King took me aside, examined me for near half an hour, . 
on a variety or subjects, and finally promoted ma to the rank of 
Comet. 

I was then a Cadet only three weeks ; and few peopl|^ in my eountrv^ 
and in the rwrn of the great Frederick, ean boas! in. the same gootf 
fortune^ 

When thus made an officer, the King gave me as a present twc horses 
from his own stables, and a thousand crowns to assist in purchas ng my 
armSf uniform, and accouifements 
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We p«»«ed lilt wiiiU*r. as I have »jiid bef.-rc, in frnrrison mi Herlint 
tnd ti »Ci«*y piMed b'« iiine at court Ui a mo:c agre«abl« iiiaiiiicr tltmn 
myseir* 

TiU »>tt-n I was a stranger io love! Uie shocking smrciacte of tln! hospi- 
tal ill Po «'i*>n n»i^de «"« ^retvd il* lilusious ; bul I firs now engajreu Uie 




ritii ims lo the grave. 

I I fed happy ju»d respect €d at Berlin. The King on every (ici.asto« 
cave nuj ra:irk« of favour; inv fair mistress supplied me wilh more inunef 
Uian 1 couW spend. Mid iny appearance was soon more brilliaul iliaii Uiat 
of any officer of tlie corps. 

No O'le ever passed Uie first, years pf his vouth in a more agreeable or 
jBore happv manner (han 1 did mine at Berlni. I could fill a vuluiKe if I 
^hose to reWe all ihal happened \> me, and all ihe slule affairs in wliich 
I was eoneenied. But my own adventures n ill take up ruoni enough, 
without a iiiikture of anv I'hing for«igii lo them, and it tvould ill liecoine 
me to insert iu ihe sad hUtorv of my life, anicdoies wortnv of a romai cc. 
l! is mv wish to show myself to all Europe sucli as I am. It is my nnh 
to g've'a g'^al example, and waken -eM«.Dilitv, by ilie reci al of my mis- 
fortuiies, and to sJiow hbw my faial destiny ha6 depr.vetl my cliildren of an 
immense fortune. 

In September, 1744, war was declared between Prussia and Austria. 
We marciied toward:* Prague, ami imsst- d ihrougli Shxo!iv, wiUiont op- 

filsition. The King's army inve.sieu Prague on the ]4ih of September: 
etieral liarikcii capitubi ed and surren&red afier l«elve days le^ist* 
.ance. Bigtiteeu Uiousaiid men tvere nnule prisoners uf war ; U^ number 
of Ahe garrison k.Ued and wounded daring the sjege not exceeding im 
hundred. 

So far we met with no obstacle: hut Prince ChHrles» armed ir 
being three times as numerous as ours, prevented our forag ng. Fuim] 
and wanU llierefore, obliged us lo retreat, liavir.g no. relief fo hope for 
from the xountry Jiehhiaus, tvhich we had laid enlirelv «vaste on our 
march. The Msveriiy u( the iici*son in Uie month of NoTember, oocam>ned 
t^ loss of f(M*ty-tivo thousand men, either bv sickneftt cm* des»er*ion^ 
Treiick*s Pandours were««eoiitinui«llv at our heels, anil gave us fntq(Uent 
idvms, though tliey iie^-er came wiUiin reach of our cannon. 

I was ehai'ged for six tveeks to proTide the neeessHi y forage fur head- 

Quarters. As the King allowed me oidy to tuke six Volunteers of the 
luard^ for this last purpose, I was under ihe necessity of reinforcing tlsem 
with Hussars aiid Raiigcra on horseback, wtUi whom I was conUiiuallv in 
notion. . , 

■In thlseampalgn I pai»ed few nights in my tent; and my indefati> 

SJi>Ie acUVity pntcured me the favour and entire confidence of the Kin^, 
othing contributed so much to keep up my emulation, as U^ public 
prniscM I received, when I returned to head-qnarlers with sixty oi eightjr 
wagffons loaded, while the other foragers came buck empty. ^o.>udy 
dared to stir out of the camp, nntwithstaiidinir <>ur necessities, tafncrount 
of the numerous bodies of tiussars and Paiidoucs, wno frff^l^vf %tm 
country. 

1 was sent one dav frt)m Bevinv^'^n, on a fomginir iMinv, ^f*^ m «^ 
loehment a^tt«trty Musters Dud tw«*«»T Rangers. i<posled my tius«ars m 
o coiivent, and went witii the-Rangers' to n geii1lenmii*s seaf^'to proctirea 
tidBcient number of waggons lo bring off hay and atraw (rom .an a4iaQeat 
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fkrm. But » l/ieotenant of Austrian 11u9i«ar« who Uy concealed hi a wood 
^'iV lhirtv-«ix horse., iiaviiiv remarktid ll.c \vcuki.«»» oruiv' e^^curl, look 
ajdv«iiug« ofliie moiiiunt when my peupte were einplu.Mni mi \oauluig the 
wapyrona, a'd siirprisiiigr inj- *siiUiIel, lUI suddenly i.p n theui, and luok 
the whole pariv prwoiiera m Ihe fartn-vaid. I was muing qu»e»ly «i \he 
genileutau'tf Msal, \viUi UiC luislress ofihe houie, and saw Irom liie ivuidow 
what had happened. 

I was atticted faevond measure, and ashamed ih my nevl'^efice ; and the 

food ladvtvas proposing io liide aie, tvheti I heard a Arw^ at ilie r»riH. 
',ic Utissars, whom I had posted at the convent, had been i«ild by a pea- 
sani, ihul there was an Aa«trian detaclnnent in the wood. They saw us 
from a distance tfo into liie fann-houdc, hastened lo our assiAinnce, and 
came up a few minutes after llie surprise. I is impussihie to vsp>'e«s ihe 
plea<«ure with which I joined ihem. Some of the elle:lly^ Huisaro ei^captrd 
Dv the b^ck-door ; however, we made twenty two prisoners, among whom 
tras a Lieutenant. Thev had t%vo men kiUed. and uihs wuuitded ; ai'd I 
lost on wv side two Rangers, who were killed in ihe »iay-lol\ where 
thev ivere'at %vork. Af «r Uiis rencmin er, and huviiiK laid ihe convent 
under contribution to the aniount of a hundred andftuv ducats, which 1 
disliihutedampng my soldiers lo purcl wise their silence, w« set off lo re- 
join the armv pursued bv more than ei^fht hundred Pandours a id Hus- 
sars u^er the plain. I 'therefore made a circiliUnis retreat, anu arrived 
■ale at Head Quarters wilit my prisoners, and five and twenty loaded 
waggons. 

Tiic instant I came ih, the King asked me if I returned alone. 'No, 
sire,' answered I, 'I brin^ with me five sind twenty wag|roris loiided with 
forage, and twenty-two prisoners, with tlteir ofiicers and horses.^ 

The King immediately made me sit down, and some minutes aOer he 
rose froMi table, cast id's eyes on the. prisoners, and pulting the Order of 
Merit round my neck, ordered me to go and rest mvbelf. 

As I was not witliowt money, 1 gave each non-cnntmissionf^d officer 
twenty ducats, and each private soldier a ducat, to induce Oiem to be si- 
lent. 'I determined, however lo embrace Uiefi-at opportunity. of making 
tlie King' acquainted with itie truth, and found a convenient one twu days 
after. We were on a march, and in quality of Cornet-, I wi\9 at tiie head 
of the troop. The King rode on before the* kettle drums, beekoniitg to nte 
to come to him, and addressed .iie in thcN! words ; * Now, Treiiclly t«ll 
motlie particulars of vour lale success.' When I lieard this question I d.d 
not do-jbt mv being iMtraved ; but tl«e King ask«'d it with such appan nt 
good humor,' that! recollected myself immediately,' and related tlie mat- 
ter exactly s^ it had pnssed. I observed marks of astonishment in his 
eounlenaiice, but I saw at. the sam% time tl<at he %vas not displeased with my 
finceritv. He talked with me half an hour, more like a father than a 
SiniF praised mv candour, and concluded with Uiese words, •Depend • 
upon me, and foflow mv advice, and I will make a man of you.' From 
iliai moment I had no other desire than lo live and die for him. 

The sama wiater 1 received gratuities lo the amount of more than'fiv« 
hundred diurats. So much good fortune could not fail to a wa^etijealousy. 
wliich began to make ita appearance in all qtwrters. I was too (rank, and 
my disptfsition too ingenuous to make a good courtier. 

About the middle ol December we arrived at Berlin, where 1 wu re- 
eeived with open wips. 1 waa UM orudent than in the former yearj, and 
■erhapa more obaerveJ. A hetitenant in th^ foot-flfiiai-df j<^stii<e indrcenfly 
en tlie secret of mv amours, I drew upon him, and wounded him in tiie 
|k««. The Sundav afer I %vent to pay my court to Ihe King : * Sir, saii! he* 
* the ihttmler roars, 8n4 if you do not take care, may fdl upon your liead*' 
Stm% tte flMtter droiyed. 
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Some time after I eame a few minutes too late to the parade ; the Kin^ 
remarked it, and sent me under arhsst to Potzdam. 1 had been there a 
Ibrtfiighl, wnen Colonel Warteslaben came to see me, and advised me to 
ask pardon, but 1 complahied ivilh much wannlh, of my beinr so long 
deprived oi my liberty, for a fault which «vas generally punished bv three 
or four days' confinement I continued under arrest eight days longer ; 
and did not recover my liberty till three days before our departure for Si- 
lesia ; towards which we marched in the month of May, to begin our se- 
cond campaign. 1 will here relate an incident that happened to mc tfaia 
winter, which became the source of all my misforlunes. 

Francis, Baron Trenck,'*' who commanded the Pandours in the service 
of Austria, having been dangerously wounded in Bavaria in the year 1 749^ 
wrote to my mother to tell her it was his intention to make me liis heir. 
To tiiis letter, at first, being so well contented with 4he marks of favour 
shewn nie by the Kin^, I returned no answer ; but Captain Isachintald, 
Comandant of the Life-guards, insidiously urged me to it. 'Write, 
said he, and desire him to send you some handsome Hungarian horses for 
chargers. Give me your letter, and I will have it safely ofeliveredj on con- 
dition that you give me one of the horses. This correspondence is afami- 
Iv ccincern/and not an affair of State: besides I will taae the whole upon 
ilie, &c.' I sat down lo write immediately, in compliance with the adrice 
of my commanding officer. I gave my letter open to Isachintzki ; he seal- 
ed it himself, and sent it away. From hence occasion was taken to re- 
present me as a traitor, corresponding with the enemy, which at length 
effected my downfall. 

I am drawing near the epoch when all my misfortunes commenced. A 
few days- after the battle of Sorau, the postman brought me a letter. It 
was from my cousin Trenck, Colonel of Pandours, dated from Essek, and 
written four months before. The following is a copy. 

' I perceived with pleasure, in the last campaign that the Prussian Trenck 
was a good soldier. As a proof of my attachment, I send you back your 
horses, which my people had taken. But if you want Hungarian horses, 
try next campaign. 

This letter I showed to Colonel Isachintzki, commandant of the corps, 
on condition that he should not speak of it; but the villain maNciously 
showed it to the ffling ; who without consenting to hear my defence, or to 
try nie by a Court-Martial, confined me as a criminal in the citadel of 
GlatB. 

It Is easy to conceive how much a man of so ardent a disposition must 
have suffered on seeing himself stopped short in the midst oftlie most 
brilliant career. 

I wrote to the King, and demanded a Court-Martial, offering to submit 
to any piinisltment whatever, provided I should be found euilty. So de- 
termined a style in so young a man did not please him, and I received no 
answer. This made me despair, and. induced me to use all possible means 
to obtain my deliverance. The first I employed was, by the assistance of 
an officer, to establish a correspondence with' mv female frjend at Berlin. 
Sheblamtd'the King's unjust suspicions and Itasty judgment, promised 
me speedy assistance, and sent me a thousand ducats. 



* This Trenck was the son of the brotner of our herd*s father^ and con- 
•equentlv his first cousin. His adventures, which together witn those c^ 
Baron Trenck's, form a complete history of these two celebrated men, 
are published, and may be purchased for sixpence at the place irliere this 
book was bought. 
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>f had been five months in prison ; the King had returned to his eapifbd^ 
Mid mv commission in the guards had been given Mvay. when a Li«iiir%> 
ant of the regiment of Fcvn'ift, jf l^t > d u . of Piascnky, and Eiuigv 
Setts, both or whom ofUn AOvuned g Jur J i.ter rae, proponed to me lo 
make my escape in conipaj^y with them. My situation grew every day 
more disagreeable, and I consented^There «vas then at Glatz another 
prisoner, or the name of Manget, a Swiss Captain. I spoke to him on 
thesul^t; he accepted the proposal, and erery thing was prepared. 
But the scoundrel was no sooner acquainted with our pi:qject than he 
went and discorered all, - and obtained as a reward both pardon and 
liberty. 

I was then Tery closely confined to my room, for haTibg cnJJuvoured 
to corrupt the King's OAeers, and was guarded witli greater vigiliuice than 
t>efore; 

To return to the order of events. My situation at Glats was Ibeeome 
much more disagreeable ; tlte King's suspicions were strengthened, and 
he was additionally irritated at mv attempt to escape. 

Thus left to myself, I \ooked on my destiny in the noet gloomy point 
nf view, .and all my thoughts were directed towards death or a speedy de- 
liverance. 

I had found means to conciliate the whole garrison. It could not be 
otherwise. The first attempt I made was this : 

A. was confined in a tower tvhich overlooked the city, and my window 
was about thirty yards from the ground. It was therefore impossible te 
escape without passing through the town. One of the officers undertook 
to procure me one, and persuaded an honest washerman to receive me. I 
eut through three monstrous iron bars with a pen knife, which I had con- 
Terted into a saw ; but this being a tedious operation, as it was necessary, 
to remove eight bars from the window, before I could find room to pass 
another ofiicer furnished me with a file. I was obU^d, in making use of 
it, to take great care not to be overheard by the senUnels. Then I cut my 
leathern portmanteau into thongs, sewed them together, and with the ad- 
dition of my sheets, got safe to the ground. 

It rained, the night was dark, and every thing went well. But I was 
obliged to pass through the ditch, which was full of mud, in jny way to the, 
town. I sunk up to the knees in the mire, and aAer baring struggled a 
long while, and made the greatest efforts to get out. I- found ttiyself grow 
we% and was obliged to call to the sentinel, and desire him lo acquaint 
the Commandant with my situation. 

I was carried back to my confinement, and for a whole day was refused 
water to wash "myself. Worn out with fatigue, and covered with mud, 
my situation wv such as would Jiave excited pity, but it was not till the 
Tollowinir day that two prisoners were permitted to assUtme m cleafOng 
myself. The rigour of my imprisonment grew mfinitelv moresevcre ; ^xA 
I had fortunately savad eighty lows d'ors, which I afterwards found of 
essential service. 

Eiffht days after this unsuccessful attempt, Migor Doo andathers cane 
to see me. After having examined every corner of my room, he turned 
At last to me, called me a traitor, and said my confinement depended on 
dke King's pleasure. At that very moment I snatched his sword, darted out 
«/* the door, and threw the sentinel from the top to the bottom of the 
sUira. I nJenpaMcd before the guard-house, where thesoMKerswere an- 
Ser anna to stop me ; rushed upon them sword in harfd, distributed my- 
Mowa to the right and left, to open a passage, and wounded four men. 
The restwere afraid, and gave way. AtWtb I reached the rampart, and 
Jumped without hesitation into the doch. Lv^lv i did not receive ^tha 
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hurt, and mill kept ilie sword in wy hand. Nonfe of tlie firt ' 

•mil being I mitd, auti iiubidy cliooftingio ftak(r the sume adveiittiruJIs 
le«p itt purftuit uf ti e, it wa- iieceM«n- for tltem to nmkir h circuil m psm- 
1117 throti|rlt lite Uywti ; and T>erofi; any oiie cobld liare reached lliegate^ I 
■tiould already nave been lialfan hour on my nay. 

In I lie mean lime a sentinel in anarroir pafvafre, advanced to oppose my 
eacane : but iltoU|rl» he had lib bajru*ict fi^ied/ 1 suun dinamu'd ana novcid- 
ed him 1.: liie^Tare. Anotlier aenutiel eaine up at tlic aanie uiouient, aii4 
•Uempted 10 attack me behind ; but I petceivtrd hia mteittion, and leaped 
pi-eeipit^tc-lv over tlie phllisades, to which niifortniialely I hung by one oC 
nt\ (eel. I tlM»ii received a wound with a bayonet in my upper lip, and 
tilt MTiitittel lield me by tlie feet till »ome otlier'»t>IdicrN came to his a^sisN 
■nee. Af I mad« a de^pera'e defence, I was exceed ingir ill treated, of t«l 
ear' ied ba.*k to prison half dead. Ii w liuvfver certain t}tat if I had lea|>- 
ed ove.r tlie pallisadea wih more nddrexs, 1 should have had tinie to reach 
tiie mount aiott, before any one cuvld have overtaken nte. 

The raah.desiirn I had formed for my cMsnpe not havittg 8iicer«derl, I 
lost nil hiipe. I was now more Chif'ely' confiped than ever: a noifConK. 
tiiiitsioiied uiBcer and two privates wereithut up wiin me in my apartnieiit, 
and tiiey ue'-e guarded tlteinyelves by sen'ii>el» posli d wiiliout. I was ter- 
ribly brutai'd by th«r niai^y b*uw» I had received ; my right foot was sprain- 
ed. I xpit blvod, and it tvas more than a month beifure my wounds were 
bealed.* -- 

I was hen nnce more btHiiight back to mv prison, vr\iert 1 sorn medita- 
lefl new pnijecis for making niy eiK*ape, 1 had money atid in a sIhiH tirne 
I peratfaaed itiirty-two men in exfcnie at the fifst %vcird, whatever 1 mifflit 
think proper to command. They d:d not know one ^another, except ui- 
deed (wo or three, ro ll>at tliey.eouid not all be betrayed together. I ci>ose 
a non-commissioned <ifF.cer, of tlie name of Nicolia, to command tliem. 
AH w:i8 ready, aid mv coinpnnions, armed \viih pis*ols and sword*, lay 
concealed ni an oven in my prison. Our design whs to set all tlie priaua- 
ers ut liberty, a' d to retire' with drums beating to Bohemia. 

Unfur^nnaielv an Anatrian deserter; whom N'tcolia had lot intojiiese 
cret, discovered our plot, but Nicnlia, afer trviiig in ^ain to force the 
iron d'lor of my dungeon, escaped tv» 1 iiineleeeu olliera, and got aafe to 

Bcih»**vi«' • 

Af'er hia ttncape a rariety of evila were acctnnulated un mv head. It 
was propoaed to try me for seducing ihe King's oflicers and soldiers, aitl 
I tvatt required to name those who had not been able tomakellieir escape ; 
but 1 renised. 

^ Every kind of precaution was used to prevent my escape, except put- 
ting me in irons, because in Prussia a gentleman, or an oficer, CMnnot be 
fet.tet'ed, before he haf* been delivered over to tlie public executioner for 
some criuie, ivhich was not ray c«ise. 

A Lieutenant of the name of BacK by birth a.l^ane, monnlcd gt<ard 
every fourth day, and was the terror of the garrison. Being an exi'vllent 
ience«', lia t^fis constantly seeking occasion tn quarrel withthe other officers, 
and almost ktn ays wounded litem. One day, when he was sitting Lieside 



* On this nrcasion I learned, fbr the Aral time, that fbe Kilifr had onlf 
eoridetniied me ton year*** iinpriaonnieiit. 1 waHunfiirtunately itrmMrant 1^ 
ttna, and st GIntz it'waa repotted lliat I wa» confined for lile.«-l had con 
ivqaet.tty only t.hn'e week^ lu*tger lo wall, u)rbblain my liberty wtlii I 
mwa I niade'tkiadea|<erAle attenipU 
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«M on my bed, he told me Umt, the eTeninff bf &•«, Iw had wovndrd a 

Lieutetiaat, of tl* name of Sc>i<*U, in ihe arm. 1 aiwwvered Unf ki:i|L 

'Iff were at liberty Vou would not And it ea»y to nervfi metlic taniejfuirl 

don't Astiei* araiss.' 'H** took An in a oiament, we niadea pair of wooden 

foii«, which we m»|it off anoid door that »erw*'d nie fur a table, and the 

Terv first tiinj.tt, i hit him on the breaat. He k;ft the room in the prreateat 

coiifuitiim, and reiunied with two aoldiera' awords concealed under hji 

coat. He iniTe me one : ' Now/ aaid he, 'greac talker, let ua aee what 

_\ oil can do.* I endeavoured iO find an cjfiBuae, but in vain ; he ruahed on 

hie like a madman, and I waa ohlijnsd in my delenee to nound him in die 

8wonl-:irm. He then threw awav nis ^uord, enibraeeil nil*, and t-xclaitn- 

cd, 'Friend, you are my master 1 you ahall u))tnin your liberty bv nieana 

of m", and tl'int as certainly aa my name i» Bacli'*' He boiiitd up hia 

iviiuua» aa well aa we were able, sent secretly for tt surgeon to dreas hia 

arm, and he relumed to »ee me the aaree eve'tinjr. He tlien inld me liiat it 

yviis impossible fur roe to e!*cape, unless the Officer of llie Guard acctunpn- 

nicd iHV flitfht : that he would lose his life lusery^ OiC witli jileHstire ; uut 

that lie could not bear tl<e tiioujrht of doinsr a tiling to very opposite to hia 

dutv, as deserting while on jruard : that, however, he wo'akl bring me in 

a. few days anch a man aa I wanted, and favour my escupe by e>ery 

meaii4 in itia power. The same evening lie came to aee me atr'iin, anil 

b niiirht with him Lieutenant Schell, aayiitfr, ' Here ia your man.' 

Scliell embraced me, gave roe hia word of honour, and !he affair waa 

concluded. 

We then began to deliberate on the meana of p'i'ting our pr«>iect in pze*^ 
eiitiun, and asfreed to p *ep«re everv thing on Scneil'a firat guatd, and on 
ihe next carry our project into executiofu 

Some of the oflleers being observed to visit me, a ausptelon aro«e ; 
And on the day Schell mounted guard, an officer whum 1 had gaired over 
to my interest, came to him, and crifd o«i, 'Eaeape while you can , all ia 
^iacovered ; and in an instant you will be taken into cuatody I' 

Schell could eaailv have prorided for hia safcy, by fleeing alone : for 
Schrofder offered to Pimiaii him with horaea, and to acconipa«iy him to 
Bohemia. But the reader will aee. what waa thia brave man's conduct in 
siieh. periloua circumstances. 

He came hastily into mv prison, and tank a eorportl's nabre from nndAf 
his coat. ' My friend,' aaid he, ' we are betrayeo. Follow me, and alt I 
befr-is, thai you will not let me fitll alive into' the hands of my etieinies. 
B«3J>ete rof, we have not a minnie to loae.' t watted only to nut on a 
cunt and draw on my boo^a, not hav'ng even time to take Uie little money 
I had lef'. On voinir ou', Schell said to liie sentinel, * The priaoner ib sro> 
insr with me to tiie officer's guard-room ; stay where voo are.* We en'er* 
. ed Uie guard-room, but a moment aftei^%ve went, out of tlie oppo'^i'e door« 

We had hardlv advanced a hundred ynrds, wlien we met Major QuAadf, 
wi?h the Adjiilaht. Schell started back, ran up Ihe rampari, wlilch waa 
not very siteep in that part, and jumped into the ditch, i iolluwed him. 
and came aufe to the groiuid witli only afew brniwes. But rov poor frieitd 
was not so Ibrtnnate ; he di(»locat(*d ma foot. Immediatrlv lie drew his 
gword, presented it to me, and beirjea me to kill him, and then make m^ 
escape. ; he was a very weaklv little mttn. Far from compNing uiih hia 
rf*qtieat, I took him round the waist, threw him ixver the palii>RJe% mid 
then takinar him on my back, ran ofl^ without even tvell knowing whither 
1 »yas going* 

The sun had jus* set, when we took our (I'flrht ; we were hardly at ft 
hund-'ed pncen ostant : when we heard the alarm guns fire, ^momr tlic 
oAcers^ ordered to puisue us were two of my tn'imate frieMdy. Ther 
•Mmok ua on the frontiers ol Boliemia, and called uut ; ** My (hkiA 
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turn to the left, on the side where you see a few scattered houaes ; Uwt 
h the road to the frontiers of Bohemia : the Hussars are gone the other 
tray." — On saying this he went away, as if he had not seen ua. At length 
I reaehed the Niesseh, that was then but litUe frozen ; I walked in with 
my friend on my back, and, partlv by swimming, we got safe to tlie oppo» 
site bank, almost frosen to aeatli. We were now a little more at ease, 
because we knew that nobody was looking for us on the Silesia road. 

By tills time night set in, duriTig wuxh we advanced but little on our 
way. Al length tne day began to dawn, and we supposed ourselves near 
the frontiers, which are at four leagues distant from Glals, when all at 
once we heard the town clocks strike. 

We had lost our hats in jumping down from the ramparts : but Schdl 
had still his sash and gorget on, with which he had mountea guard, and 
which, it was possible, might give h'lrti some authority among the peasants. 
I cut my finger, and rubbed the blood on my face, shirt, and coat, bv 
"n av of giving myself the appearance of a man dangerously wounded 
and tied a handkerchief round my head. 

In this situation I carried Schefl to the extremitv of the wood, which 
ended at a little distance from the houses. There ne tied my hands be- 
hind me, in such a way, however, that I could easily undo theni in case of 
necessitv, and followed me, walking on one leg, with the help of his sticii^ 
and calling out for assistance. T%vo old peasants coming to see what was 
the matter, Schell immediatelv ordered them to run to the village^ and 
<tel1 the Mavor to come directly with a. cart *' I have taken up this vil- 
lain, '* added he: "he has killed my horse, and is the cause of mydii- 
locating my foot ; however, I have' tvounded him, and tied his hnndM, 
Make haste with the cart^that I may han^ him up before he expires.^ For 
my part, I suffered myself to be dr'aggea into a room, as if i were hdC 
deao. An old woman and a pretty girl seemed to pity me nnuch, and 
gave me milk and bread : but how great was our asloni^-hment. when tlie 
old peasant called Schell by his name, and told him, that he knew very 
well that we were the deserters ourselves, for that an officer ordered to 
pursue us, had come the foregoing evening to a neighbouring alehouse 
and had related all the history of our flight. The pensant was acquainted 
with Schell, because his son served in the same company, which bad 
given the old man frequent (^portunilies of 8|>eaking to him when be was 
quartered at Habelsvertlu 

At this I laid aside all disguise, and ran in haste to the stable : I foond 
thnee horses, but no bridles. I supplicated his girl with the most earnest 
entreaties to assist me ; she was affected, and immediately gave me what 
I requested. I led the horses to the door, and calling Schell, who came 
hobbling on his lame foot, put hi|n on one of them. The old man then 
liegnn to cry, and begged us not to take away his horses; but fortunately 
be had not the courage or perhaps inclinaiion to stop us. There was no 
other road than that of Wunschelburg, and to make our escape it was 
absolutely necessarv to ride through the town«. A month before Schell 
hftd been quartered there : every body knew him ; and our appearance 
plainly proclaimed us deserters.' .H^iwever we had the good rortune to 
get oiit eft he town,, although eighty foot and twelve hussars were station- 
ed there, with no other view than to prevent desertion. 

From this moment all my effects were confiscated. I wrote, indeed, to 
the king, to give him an account of mv conduct ; I adduced proofs of my 
innoeencCj without, adding a word of reproach, and demanded«ju8tii;d ; 
but I obtamed no answer. 

Thus did I find myself a stranger in Bohemia, without monev, wltlioH< 
fnends, an*^ only hvenlv vears old. All our f )rtune then consisted of & 
louis>d*or, which I had in my purse, added to forty groshen in that of Of 
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IHend. SeheU. Now this trifling sum wos &U we had to provide for ell our 
'vrants. 

After a slay of three weeks at Braunau, my friend recovered the use of 
his leg., But to defray Ihe expences cf the cure, we were obliged to sell 
Toy watch, and his sash and gorget ; and wfien all was paid, we found we 
had only four florins remaining. 

I then resolved to go on fool to my mother, who was in Prussia, and to 
endeavour to ob'ain some assistance from her, to enable me to enter into 
the Russian service. Schell, whose destiny was so closely connected 
with mine, refused to abandon me. 

We set out from Braunau, on the 18th of January, and after suffering 
severely from hunger, fatigue, and cold, we arrived at Esenstokova on 
ihe 5th' of the following nt ^nth. We passed the night at an alehouse : the 
landlord, whose name was Lazare, was a very honest man ; he had been 
a Lieutenant in the Austrian service, had met witit many miMortuneii, and 
ivas reduced tx) the situation of a poor alehouse-kecper'in Poland. As we 
had not a single grosh remaining, we asked him for a bit of bread, but the 
g-enerous man made us sit down to table. I then tcld him who we were 
and made him acquainted with the motives of our journey. Scaicely 
had we flnisiied our supper, when a carriage drove to [i\e house wilh three 
persons in it, who had the appearance of merchants. They iiad I heir own 
lioraes wilh them, Bjnd were aHended by a footman and coachman. They 
came to pass the night at the alehouse, were yery civ*l to uHf a/id said 
but little. We went to bed, but soon after our good lafidlord came to 
'vrake as, and told us^ that the&e gcntlenien were people in disguise, xvho 
'were sent fl*om Prussia to take us ; that thev had offered him at flrst fifty, 
aod then a hundred ducats, for his -permission to take us in tlte house, aiid 
to fetter and carry us to Silesia ; but that he had obstinately refused to 
to their proposal. 



We then saw plainly that they were oflicers and non-commissioned 
ofieers, sent after us by General Fouque, — but could not conjecture by 
irhat means they had discovered our rout. When I heard this infamous 
piece 'of treachery, I wanted to take mv pistols, and attack my enemies in 
their chamber ; But Lazare and Schelf prevented me. The former even 
begged me, with the greatest earnestness, to stay at his honse till I receiv- 
ed money from my mother, to enable me to continue my journey, with 
less danger, and more convenience. But all his entreaties were in vain : 
I was resolved to speak to her in person, not knowing whether my Icwter 
might have any effect. These gentleman set off early in the morning, 
and took the road to Warsaw. 

We wished to set off also ; but I^azare kept us two days at his house, 
almost bv force, and gave us the six ducats he had received from the Prus- 
sians. tVe then took leave of our good landlord, after having embraced 
him affectionately, and thanked him for the important service he had 
done us. 

We set out on the 6th, and on the 7th, took the rood to Parsemichi ; 
but had sca-cely walked a league, when we perc»*ived a carrinpe on the 
road. We advanced, and discovered it to be that of our enemuis, seem- 
inglv interrupted by the snow. The geii«)emen were standing round 
it and when they saw us approach, called out to us,, tu come and assist 
them. Schell was by no means strong, the whole party would have 
fallen on me at once and have taken us with ease; for they^iiad orders to 
take^ us alive. 

We therefore retired about thirty paces from the path, and answered 
that we had not time to assist them. On hearing this, they all jumped 
in^ the carnage, took tlieir pistols, and began to drive after us, crying 
out; Halt! scoundrels, stop f We at first made off; but turning suddenly 
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troand, 1 ftred mr musket mt the nearett, mnd kifleo him on tlie nfoi, 
Setiell di«chartfed fii< pistols. Our pursuers did Uie same, aaJ mv frimd 
i«ctsived a ball in liis neck. I lion alUcked tliem in ray turn, aiuf taking 
out my pistols, oms i»f Uiem ran a^ay. Transported bv niy fury, I pun. 
MieU and overtook him. He nitempied to defend hlin»eir«rith lus awurd ; 
bill I pi^saed hard upon liitn, and tviih one blow^ bnmiriit him lo the 
rround. I returned iiistaii ly to Schell, whom the t«vo o'ihers had mas- 
tered, and were u'-airvring towards the carriage ;''biit as soon as ihey per- 
seived nie at Uieir heel:*, they ran oil Across the fields. Ti-e coachman, 
•eeiinr llie event, leaped on h's box, at>d gallopped away. Sch li, whom 
I h;id thus delivered, h»d a shot in hi<) necK, and a tvound ii. riis right 
hund, which made liim drop his swo d, but not t'll he hnd dnngerofisl/ 
wi»inHled one oC his adversaries. Tne first, ivhom 1 had killed, had a 
watch, of which I took pos«e>sioii.' I was going to Utke iKs purse i;ke> 
wi e, tvlieu Schell called me, and .-honed me a 'oach drawn by six horses, 
and cominir down the liill. If *ve hnd waited for it, we should have ox- 
po<ed ourselves to the dangei of beintr taken imo custody as hijrliway rob- 
bers. Toe safest «vav tvas to make off* without delay, as ur determited to 
d.>. However, I took tlie hat irnd mubket of hiui whrin 1 hud first killed. 
We both retired to a neighbouring wood ; made a pretty loug circuit, and 
in the evening arrived ^it Parsemichi. • 

Schell, wlio^ wounds I had dressed, was covered with blood ; and aa 
no'^urtreim is to be r>u>id in tlie P<di:ih vilhiges, it was eonsequetttly irith 
dilficul y that he reached the place where we slept. ^ 

In the meantime, I learned thfit of tlie four men who had attacked 0% 
only one had returned alive to'tila'x with the conchman. We sold tlie 
watch to II Jew for four duciits, tie hat for three ll<irti«s aod a hall^ and 
Uie nmakfit for a ducat, Schi'll being iinablie to carry it. We spent the 

{r cat est purl of the uioney at Parsemiciii, the surgeon'making us pay dear 
«r his pfaistera. 

Advancing to Goblin, ^nd finding ourselves without bread, andwithnul 
monev, I ^old my coal to a Jew, tvho gave nie in rf^filrn a coarse froek 
and four fl-.irrns :' as we app oached my sister's place of residt-nce, I 
thootfht it was as much as we stood in need of, and hoped soon to improve 
mv d-'ess. We conl niied our journey for aeverul days, and now I had 
killed Ii »ood-hen, nhich our urgent necessity obliged us to cat raw ; we 
found it good, and I afu:rtvards shoL a rook, but devoured it alone, Seidell 
rerustng lo taste it. 

We now hoped this painful jonmev was over, when ftt len^rfh we came 
to my j«ister*s house, at the door of which I knocked at nttie o'clock io <'lie 
eveniiitt. A girl of the name of Miry, oosned the dior, and, as slie had 
been brmtffiit up in the liou^e, recollecteil me. She was, . hotvever, much 
friirh'ened at first, on seeing a tifll, ill-looking man, dre'«s«d like a oegirar. 
Slie look courage when I toUl iter my name, ar:d asked if mv brotlier-in- 
law ivHS at home. Site answereo it', the nffirrrative, but sa'l that iie was 
sick ill bt-d. Siie tSien conducted me io a ciiamber, whither my siater 
Citme ill liaHte to join me. 

Her Astoniiihmenl wus the greater, at she d'd :.nt know I hu) made.mT 
e^CTipe from Gla a. Site nm lo hiform iier liusbaiid of my arrtvid, and 1 
saw her no more. 

A qua'-ter of an hour after, tht'ki»>djMBrv came to us weepinfr, and toM 
' us that Iter master O'deri'd us tn leiive itis f>ouse instantly, pnc*. saio, Ihat 
oil our refusal, he should be o^^liged lo iiave us taken iiilo eurtcdy. 

I.el uiiv onn JMdife of my f<M*I:n28 at thai moment ! Too proud to ask 
for iiiooey, I left 'he h >uVe Ike a- mndman, calltrig down a ilionrnnd 
c'irsex oil 'lie ti-ad of its inhnbitiliiU. T'le jfOod-n.it nre«IM:irv ran uff*r 
D>Cy and stpped three d icuttt into my liand. 1 accepted them, and \a 
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relumed lo a wood, which wan onlv «t « hundred vardt dlstane* frAin 
Uie house, dying with hunirer, AitiguVd, aitd «frH;d to ||0 itiar aiiv houae. 
becttuae we »vere in tlie doiniiiiouA of BraiideiiburKh. We ualkH afl 
nijr'il; JM the auotv and rain, and at llie dawn of dav found ouraelves at 
L.itiel. 

It w incumbent on me td declare here that mv sister was not at all con- 
Mnied m the liifiiilious ireatment I experienced. Her ricli and haid- 
tHsarted husband itjone waf !« hhime. AHefwards, »vhcn a widmv, she 
ifave me but loo many proof* oC fefiderness and aiTecUoii. since lliey 
cost her pari of lier fortune and ^ler life. ' 

Not haviPff obtained from ray brother-in-law tlie as»istaRce f had n«P«l 
lor, I Was ohhgi-d to chanfre mv plan, and resolved to pav a vi^it to 
my mother, who lived iu Prusa a, nine mites on the oilier side of Koeii- 
ingaburgh. 

Still joiirneymg on sad and wearily for several davn, we arrived at Kar* 
ffoain. We Imd not a farthing lo pay for beds, anil were turiud out o( 
doors bv tlie Jew tvho kept the aleholl^e ; noi knowing what ic do, and 
dviiig with hunger, »ve were obli^re t to walk all niglrt, and at the dawn of 
day we found we had wandered two milea out of our road. 

We went into a peasant's house, where an old tvoman was drawing 
the bread out of the oven. As we had. not wherewithal to buv ativ, 
I sold tuy musket for a ducat. Tlien, ifideed, we ate to our Ucw^i 
content. 

When I arrived at Thorne, I prevailed oaa good woman »o take oare 
of poor Schell, while I advanced alone towards \)i€ residence of my 
BioUier. One night, while f tvas on »«v j itirncv, I sk-pL on i«traw with 
aeveral waggoners, ttho rubbed me of" my pisfnfs and ihe little money 
I had III Qiy pocket, and decani^ied. What was to be done? Ti<e land- 
lord had. perhaps assisted iit the thefu My score umoiiiiied to eighteen 
polish ^roshen, »vh.eh I was under the n'ecessilv of paying: the land- 
lord beiii|]( insolent, and. pretend ng to believe tfiat 1 hiiil come peiinv- 
less to his house; 1 was ti.erefure ohiijrttd to give him the onlv spare 
shirt 1 possessed, and a silk handkerchief, of which the ojd wo'inan at 
Thome had uacie me a present ; and set off witl^put a farthing in my 
pocket. 

^ At length, after ivalkkig two hundre«I and sixtv-yeven Englfsh mtJcs, and 
enduring the greale«tdisire<s, I arrived af my ninther's at Elbiiig. Great 
indeed was tlie pleiiMure f frit on seeing so'tei-dera parent, wh««e liead 
and Jiearl were eqiiallv excellent. Site put me in the wav to write to my 
^male friend at Berlm, who soon after sent me a bili'of exchange on 
Batiis ck, of four hundred ducats. My mother, in addition lo this, gave 
me a thousand crov lis, and a-dinmoid cros» worth half that sum.- She 
sla^'ed a f >rtiiight ivith me, and prevailed on me, ^pite of my repiipianGe. 
to go and push ray fortune at Vieuna. Stie theu bade me fare%vel(i and I 
never saw her more* 

After 1 had provided all I was in want ot I took the road to Thome 
with all possible specnl, to rejoin my worthv Schell.— ^he old Womati had 
taken tlie greatest care of hi.n : and was all aniaxemenl, wlien she saw ro« 
eome in dressed uniform, and accompanied by ^w footmen. 1 reeom- 
peiwed bar generously for her trouble; and soon after set forwaidfor 
Vienna. . » 



I arrived at Vienna in the month of April, 1747. After having paid 
avetlinir expentes. an^ niircluised eyerv thing necessary for myHcIf aiKt 
ly friend Schellf I found I had three fiundred ducats remainmg in my 
VCSQi wliljeji I shitred viih ium. lie made only a month's siay a( Vienna, 
rtiff: he.>(ei off fi»r lialv, to join ih? regiment of fallaficijii, having ob* 
lined a Lieutenancy in that corps. ^ 
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towards me, 1 at Icngrth left biin to his faie. 

1 «r«nr mn\^rtA the Russian service and remained in it till the year ajter 
thl delt^of mv cou^who died ai Spielberg, on the 4lhor' October^ 
mS Bv hi. w^n he mkde me heir general; jn consfequence of tjns m- 
r ,i5«n 1 «.t out for Vienna ; but 1 repented havmg quilted Russia: for 
SrcoS hatred to me K^ out-lived Vis death ^ & will w«» so fu^ of 
^yradiiiory clauses that I not only never obtained the least part of it, 
but it at length ended in roy rum. 

That no endeavours on my part might be wanting- ^oobUin from the 
holders 2f my cousin's fortune my jusl rights, 1 went to ^^V^^^^^^^} 
«S*ted to meet with my brothers and sisters. Mv enemies at V.enD«^ 
SWver wishinir to keep pow^ssion of my valuable inheritance, fabrn 
.15 rLM-.r ii?the Kinff of Prussia, cautioning him against me, and 
SL5^ h^hiSrar^of ml as I had it out for fianlaickTor the purpose 
5? tt waU "ran op'Jortu" ^^^^^^ h^ Ijfc. as he passed by thsf 

place on his way to the camp. 

This was the horrid plot imputed to me by my enemies, who wished 
to rid tbJSiJeRes of me for ever. How it succeeded, the sequel witt 
best tell. 

My brothers and sister came to see me at DantKick. We pa3sed * 
fortnight together, aad shared my mother's fortune. My sister clesrett 
herself of all blame, w regardfto the bad reception she hadljeen compellel 
to give me, when 1 went to ask her assistance ; and we vowed unaltserabic 
affection. 

As sooR as my relatives had embarked I determined to ew^^ark for Rus- 
sia; but a man whom I thought my friend of the name of Abramso 
deceived and betrayed me into the hands of Fredenck's agents. I had jtut 
goUnto b^d, when^I heard a knock at my door. It was not locked, and 
fn a moment two commissaries of Ihe town and ^wenW gre"ad'ers,^^ 
tered mv apartment, seized me. andeoiiveyed me in silence to be prison 
of Danliick, where I remained four and twenty hours ; t was therr strip- 
ped of my properly, and sent under an escort to Lavenburg, and iiom 
• thence to Berlin. 

Nothing could exceed my indignation at finding myself thus basdj 
betrayed into the hands of him who I well knew regarded me as h» 
most inveterate enemy. I was, however, in his power, atid I could only 
be silent 

I remaned two davs at Berlin, after which I was carried under t 
strong guard to Magdeburg. ♦ There the officer who accomMnied mft 
delivered me to the town Major; and he immediately conducted iw lot 
dungeon which had been prepared on purpose. Then and not till then, a 
miniature mclure of a female friend whom I had seen and Ipwa/"^? 
kn Russia, and which I had concealed under my shirt, was foand, and 
taken from me ! 

The dungeon was biiilt in a casement, ten feet H)ng and "^^Jroad. 
The doors shut close on each other, and there was a thaw at the en- 
trance of tfie casement. The light came through a window at the open- 
ing of the arch of the vaulted r«»of, and went through a wall seven 
feet thick. On the inside and oufside of this f%indow were bars of itot. 
and in the substance of the wall between them a gale of wire, worked 
80 elose together, that it was impossible to distinguish any object either 
withi» or without. Besides all this, the window was aarded with puU- 



TlaS TRUS81AK. 10 

sardes oil tne outaide, lo prevent the sentinels from approaching, sml 1 

givinff me anv assistance. My furniture in this horrible abode, consisted a 

of a. oedsteaa, fastened to the floor, for lear I sliouid remove it to the 
tvind ow, • and ^t upon, it, a matlrass, a small stove, and near the stove a 
box, fixed aguinst the wal), and intended to serve me for a seat. I was 
not EDcrmitted to have any instrument of iron, and my allowance for four ' 

and twenty hours, wac a pound and a half of ammunition bread, and a m 

]ug c»f water. » 

1 suffered much from huneer the eleven long months that I lived on 
this involuntary teffimen : for I should have reouired at least six 
pounds of bread a day to satisfy my appetite. I haa no sooner received 
«Lud devoured my allowance, than I felt affain the attacks of hunfrer. I 
waa, however, obliged to wait the revolution of the twenty-four hours, 
before I could hope for relief. How willingly would I have given a bill 
of exchange for a thousand ducats/ on the money I had at Viennd,.to 
satisly my appetite for once with dry bread ! Hunger seldom permitted * 

me to sle^p : and when it did, I dreamed that-t was sitting at a table co- 
vered with the most delicious viands, and that 1 was devouring Ihem with 
the greatest voracity. 

^ The three doors were shut, and I was led to myself— my bread and 
water were brought me every day about noon ; the keys were depo- 
sited at the commandant's^ who. once a week, accompanied by a Ma- 
jor, came to viait it, after it haa been previously cleaned by one of the 
pri& oners. 

^ Perceiving that this regular order was invariably observed ^or ii;ro 

i months, ana being convinced that no bodv would c«ine at any other time, 

I b^cr|tn a work, of which I had often thought. A part of the floor was 

paved with brick, and extended from the sill of the door and the stove,. to 

, the wall that separated my prison from the neighbouring casement, which, 

I ibrfcunately, was uninhabited. As there was a sentinel before my window, 

I I s«>on found two worthy fellows, who, notwithstanding their orders to the 

I comtrary, consented to speak to me, and made me acquainted with the si- 

tu^ion of my wretched abode. 

■ judged fVom thence that it would n6t be diflicolt to escape, if I could 
m^e my way into the casement, the door of which .was open. Nothing 
co-wld then remain but to pass the Elbe, and make for the frontiers of 
Sa-xony, which were only at a mile's distance. _ _ _ 

3 began by loosening the iron bars that held down the sill of the door ; 
tb^y were near eighteen inches long, and were nailed to the box with 
tlv ree nails, which I drew out, and of which I preserved tho beads that 

\ I might put them in their places, at -the stated times, when my prison. 

I ir'Bs visited. , . * " " * 

Having thus obtained .the means of making a breach, t took up the 

\>ricks ofthe floor, and found earth underneath. I then determined to pe- 

' iMtrate through the wall behind the box, where it was seven feet thick. 

The first lining' was of brick, but I came afterwards to large hewn stones. « 

I counted the number of bricks I had removed both from the floor an4the 
wall, that I might replace them, so aa to avoid suspicion : and when I waa 
sure of 'sueceediDg, continued my work. The evening wfore the visit of 
my prison every thing waa in iu place. 

I had alre&dy demolished a portion of the wall, a foot in height) but I 

H took care to place the bricks as they were before, and to fill the interstices 

with the dust of the mortar, which I wetted for that purpose. I scraped 

th6 walls that had perhaps been white washen a hundred times ; made a 

^ brush of my hair, employed it to whiten the bricks that I had replaced, 

and dried them with the heat of my body. The iron woik was also re* 
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piieed in Mieli a manner that it was impossible to {fiercehe the ai a llea 
allcratiofi. 

t\ «ra« nrcrssarv to define means to gv*t rid of a part i<l the mafcnal 
ibr H was liii|HMsible to replace the whole. I seattered llie «ar h aboa 
niy rui.m, and ualked on il till it was reduoed lo dust. I'hia dust 
placrd oil ttie fore part of tUe wiitdow. I then wailed for winJv «-e«ltier 
ana wlieii it blew duriiiff the niirhi, aviiHed invself of tlieoppurtufiiiy tc 
dis'ipnte it entirelv. Bv tliis and rf>t)i^ expeaieuts, I gut rid of aimat 
Jill Uns dirt 

It is diificiiU.to conceive tlte trouble I met with, when 1 had once worked 
two A:el iii'o the stone uall. Tiie iron- work Utat I had taken from tjie 
■tep of llie door, aiMi frtnn my bed-'feaJ, cornposi'd ntv ouiy tuol% emcepf^ 
indeed, an ok! ramrod, and a lit:|«; knife t\iiii a uooden hnf, tvhirli ttere 

C'ren me by a charitable »cntiitel, and which did me frood service. Tiie 
tier e«peciaMv was pr^ticulaily useful to me. APer six rnontiis' inces- 
■anl labour 1 found means to pierce ilie wall, and open a passage to tlie 
adjuiiii'ig easen^eiiu 

Duriufr this lime I had opportunities of speaking to neteral sentinels, 
among whom was an old fn^nadier of the name if Gcfhartl. I learned 
from liiin the exact situation of my 'dungeon, and the measures proper to 
be taken lo make my e-cape. 

BeiufT now in want of some monev, I wrote to my sister, befsifritip Iter 
to send nie tliree hundred crowns, as \ hoped soon to iiialce my ef^cMpe from 
priKon. I dexpalciied tiie lelter^toicelher with anoMwr to. ilie Austrian Mi- 
nister at Berlin, containing a biff of exchaiige for mte thousand Btmtw 
Kyable out of my eflfe^s tiien at iTiennn, by a Jen-ess iiatned E*tlier, whone 
her was tlicn a priponer, and iiad been confined >everKi vears^ TJiis 
worthy girl the faitnful (jefliurd had gained over to my interest. She to^ 
the letters ; set off fur Berlin, and nrrivtd there in safety. The Aivfriafi 
tninisier engaged, %vtth other affain*, referred the paiment of mv hill to 
his Secretary, wlio afterwards pnived a traitor, ana %vas thee acting as a 
spy in tiie servrce of Prussia. Tliis infamous wretch no sooner di«c<*vered 
from m^y mes^enper t:ow I was situated, than he betrayed me, that he 
might keep (he thouaaud florins lo hiiiirelf. The conseqtiei'-ce was, that 
otie of ilie seiiUneU was hangfd ; aiioilier severely flogged ; the Je%«esa'a 
fattier bea'en till he died, because he tvould not reveal wiiat lie knew of 
the plot ; and my sister, tny uiiforlnnate sister, had all lier property con 
fiiicaicd, and appropriated to the buildhig adiingeon in which f wails con- 
fined for more tlian nine years l.ke a beast. Her children were l>egwareiL 
her fortuna reduced to nothing; and she died, broken-liearfed, in the 
thirty-third year of her age! 

As for me, while I was making preparations for mv escape, I beard a 
rarriaire stop before my prison. Mv doors and fticks were Kuddenlv open- 
ed, %viai much noise ; and I had onlv time to hide mv knife, as a laat re- 
aource, wiien t)ie Tivvn Major, the i^ajor of the dav* and a Captain with 
two lanthornn, entered, sayinir, ' Dress, yourself.' 'This wua soon dcwiei 
Fetters were given me, which I was obliged to fasten mvsefron my handa 
and feeU The Town Major tied a bandage over my eyes, took me under 
Uie arm, and conducted me to tlie carriage. 

At length I ivas led to mv new dungeon. There, bv the lighf of aefcral 
Clindle^ the bandage that covered mv eves waa taken oflf .But, good 
Heaven ! what did f perceive ? Two rocbsmitlia witli their hininiera and 
aiml, and the whole floor coveced with chains. 

They ivent immediately to work. Mv feet were fastened with enermoQa 
ehains to a ring oiuek in tlie wall, at about three feet from tl« groundL so 

l!!?«:i^^"i!?J*"*^*i?K''*^**'* **'•*« '*«^P* o» f"*^** kWe. ThevUieo girt 
•y naked body with a broad iron glrUe, from which descended a chain. 
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■t the oUior extremiw to & b«g of iron, two feet long. At $mk 
eoa of lUt b«r was a haodcti^ thai ieonfined my handi, as it rfprwfliii 
in ihe llmitiapieoe— The collar was not added tiu the vear HM. 

As soon as the work was eompieted, every bod^ retired in silence, ani 
I heard the dmdAil creaking of four doois^ which shut dose upon one 



The nifht {wssed «w«r in the midst of painAii reiections^ and the day 
came, but my abode dia not partake of its splendour. In this impnibet 
dBrfcnsas, however. I cooM difUii«iish the form of my dunceon. It wae 
ten feet lonr, ano eifbt broad ; m one comer was a kin« of bench el 
brick, intenoed for a seat; and opposite the place where I was chained, 
.was a window ofsefliieireiilar ibnn« which was opened through a wall aim 
isel tiijck: It was one Ibot in height, and two Ibet in breadth. 

My tomb was rery dark. After some time, howerer, my eyes became 
so accustomed to it, that I could see a mouse run along the ifeor ; but in 
the winter, when the sun was not visible, I might be truly said to live lo 
eternal night— A wooden chair, which was taken away the next day, 
was also pven me, and a jug of water. 

The name of Trenek had been incrusted on the wall with red bridB^ at 
the time It was built, and under mj[ feet was a tomb intended for me, oa 
which were also my name, and a death's head. 

^When'the clock struck twelve, my tomb was opened for the first time. 
Fity and commiseration were painted on the (aces of my keepers ; but the 
profound silence they observed, and the time they employed in opening 
ttie doors, to the locks and bolts of which they were not accustomed^ Iih 
fl|>iFed terror. 

Mr chair was removed, and a bedstead, with a mattress, and a good 
blaiiket, put in its place. A whole ammunition loaf was given me^ 
weighing sis pounds. A jug of water, containing about four quarts, 
was also given me ; and then the doors were shut, and every body dls- 
eppenred. 




savour my pleasure ; and then 1 ate again ; I thought my fate less hard: I 
wept for joy: I swallowed oog bit aiier another, and before the evening 
came, the whole loaf was devoured. 

When my keepers opened my prison door the day after, ^ttj were sur- 
prised at my appefitiL and gave me another loaf. The following day, 
wiien the four doors of my prison were opened, I observed that they were 
only of wood, and tlie idea struck me, that it might perhaps be possible to 
take off the locks with the Jmife I had broufi^ht ftom the eiUdel ; and tha^ 
at any rate, if my prqject did not succeed, it would not still be too late 
to die. I then tnea to get rid of my fetters. I freed my right hsnd from 
the hfoindcuff without much dificuUy, but was at more trouUe to extricate 
the left: I at last succeeded in drawing it out, and set my other hand 
•t liberty. 

As to the iron hoop 1 had about my body, it was only fastened to (he 
eheiri by a bit of twisted iron : f pot my Act against the wall, and by a 
siiMen exertion forced it to give way. l went miaiediatelr^ woiic with 
my knife, and making a little hole at the bottom of the dom^ fimnd that it 
was only an uieh thick^ and that I should perhape be able to ibne cMi 
ill the wv in the same day. ''^ 

kktti ^ii'i<* 4^^k 

eP 
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AH the metn time, noon, which wm the* hour of viiitmg my piiMm, » 
Broached, a»«d I repleced my iruns so encUy Uiet notliing- was Dereeived. 
•The ▼ieii wes.aceredy over, when I threw aaide mj chains, aiia Iwgan to 
wmk with my luiife at tiie first door. 1 soon forced ttiree doors, and 
bested to attacli the fdAirtJi, but wlieii half the work was over, Uie blMie 
of Uie iuiife broke, and pert of it .feli outside of the door. Hc«vena ! 
whet were bv leeliugs at Uiis cruel moment t«lt was a beautlT-il oiooa- 
light niglil— f lodlced through the window with my eyes fixed on hemvcn ; 
ml on my knees, and recommended myself to Uie Sovereign Arbiter ot 
death : Uien risieg again, 1 seised Uie remaininff part of my knife, opened 
the veuis of my arm and left foot, and siumg doivn ou'ieily in a comer of 
niy prison, bt m v blood flow, boon aAer a deep sleep look mac ssiam. 
or my senaea. How long I remained in this happy and pe«c«iul state I 
know not ; but on a sudden I lieard myself called by my nanie : 1 waked ; 
and the voice cried out a second time, * Baron Trenckl* I snsweie^ 
' Who goes there V An<l ^ho should it be but my faithful frieiid Gel^ 
bard, Uie grenadier, who had promised me his assistance, when 1 was at 
the citadeC 

This charitable man Had stole to the rampart, which^veriooked ray pri- 
•on, to console me. 



He asked me how I did. When I heard his name, I answered, 'I 
iwimining in my blood ; and to>morrow you will find me dead. 'How t' 
replied he, * dead 7 It is much easier to make your escape from hence, 
than from the citadel. Uet out of your prison, and leave the rest to me. 
Do not despair : God will assist you : take nij tvord for it.' After Uiae 
short convematioii, 1 felt my courage revive. 1 mstanUy tore myjphirt to 
pieces, bound up ray wouods, and waited for the day. 

After a litUe reflecUoiu I took Uie following resolation, which lackily 
Bttoceoded, contrary to an probability. 

I demolished the brick seat with the bar of iron that was fastened to itoy 
chains, and heaped up the ruins in the middle of my prison. Tlie iiuer 
door was wide open, and I barricaded the second in such a manner, thcts^ 
it was impossible for any one to enter. When noon cibie, and Uie ouler « 
door was opened, the Mi^or was astoniilied to see the others open and 
perceive me at the inner door of my prison, in Uie most terrible situation, 
with my cloves covered with blood, and looking like a madman. I had 
a brick in one hai<d. and the remaining half of my knife in the other. 
* Keep back, Mijor V cried I, ' keep back ! go, and tell *he Commandant 
that 1 am determined to live no longer in Tetters. Nobody shall enter . 
here r I will kill fifty men, before one shall force his way. This knife is 
my last cesource. I am determined to die; and I se't yotir power at 
defiance.' 

The Major was frightened : 'and sent to the commandant an accooat of 

what was going on. 

« 

A moment after General Brock arrives and several other officers: he 
came into Uie entry, but retreated, as soon as tie saw me ready to hurl a 
brick at him. He then ordered the grenadiers to force a passage. The 
entry was hardly six feet wide ; therefore not rooie than one or two at 
■MMt, could advance a-breast ; and as soon as they saw me lift up my am 
.0 threw tny bricks, they all started 'back. ; 

The Commandant ordered another attack. But the first grenadier tfait 
advanced was instanUy knocked down, and the others fied, to avoid Ike 
<ate.' 



The Mejor then made his appearance arid promised that if I would mm 
WBder, 1 siiouM not be Ol-trniedy nor loaded wiUi heavier irons. 
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•KaTing thus obtained a capitulation, I allowed a free entrance into my 
prison. A surgeon tvas sent for to 'dress my wounds: a shirt was friYen 
me, and Uic blood and bricks were taken awav. Tlie surgeon ordered 
same wine and soup to be given me : two sentiueb were plaiiVBd at my 
door, and I was lefi (bur days witliout^hains. 

On the Hdli day the new doors were finished : the inner one of my pri- 
son was strengtliened with iron. 

Aboot three w^elcs aller my last enterpriaet the worthy Gefherd mount- 
ed his ftrst finiard. He ffave nie a (aiihful descriplion oT the enTirons iA 
my prison. 1 formed a pwn of escaping under tiie ibuudatiotis, wtiich he 
lured me were oiilv two feet thicJc 



Money was necessary, and the following were the means I employed to 
procure some. Gcf iiard rolled a sheet of paper round a long wire, andL 
eoiiveyed it to me Uirough Uie grate of my window : a til of wax candle, 
s, pen, and a lighted match, fjund their way to me in the same manner. 
Wanting nothing but ink, I pricked my finger, and made my blood supply 
ita place. 

I Uien wrote to Vienna, to my faithful friend Captain Ruckhardt, comr 
municaied mv situation in few WOrdv, and scut him an order for three 
thousand doruis on Uie income of my fortune. 

From that moment my hopes grew grea^er and greater, and as oAen as 
Gcfhvd was on guard, %ve consulted together concerning mv escape. At 
length. t<Lmy great joy, 1 heard Inra say one day, * Every tJiing has sue* 
ceeded !' 

Tlie next difficulty was how to convey the money to me. It ,was there- 
fore agreed upon, that Uie first time (iefhurd should mount guard, he 
should uiidertalBe to clean out my dangeou, and Utat wliile filling my jug 
with water, he should %vail himself of Uie oppoituiiity to oonvey the mo- 
~ ney into it. 

To get rid of my chains, Gefhard procm^d me a couple of file?, with 
which I went so dexterously lo work, that in a very short Ume, the opera- 
tion was finibhed. I managed matters s6 well Uiat I could put on my fel- 
lers at llie hour of visiting my prison, wiUiottt its being possible to per- 
ceive the smallest alteration. I then removed the 4>lanKs ef the floor, 
which was tbrae incites* thidu and of Uiese there were three layers. This 
don^, I came to the sand. My faithful grenadier now p. ocured me seve- 
ral yards of linen which I made into bags. 

At this 4)eriod a serious accident happened. Gefhard had assisted me 
during Uie night in ^tting rid of some sand : in the morning when 1 was 
foinff to put Uie. wuidow in its place, I let it fall, and hrokc three panes 
of glue; fortunate^, 1 bribed another soldier, and he replaced ilie 
wiabw. 

About this time, the care of me was entrusted to Major Brock, whom I 
■con iband to be Uie most t;jf rannical master I had yet had. The first thing 
he did, was to put a heavy iron collar round my neck, secured by a chain 
which he jointed to Uiose fixed to^iy (cat. The tyrant then took away my 
bed, refused me even a litUe straw, and abused and insulted me in evejy 
way.be could. 

For & long time, my cofflar was most insupportable ;' for four months I 
was not free from a dreadful headache^ occasioned by thechains weighing 
- down my head. At length I found a way to rid myself of it by means ot 
a file; but I always kept it dose to me, that I miglrt put it on again the 
moment I lieard a footstep approach the door or my dungeon : by this * 
means I freed myself of all my chains^ aad escaped detecUoii. 

• The oflloera who visited me hy tiima were at length fonofed hf wtf 
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taftrinfi. thai thm orthem oAred me their assMtneto in mMagW! 



wii not long before I Mt the benefit of facrfnf gained ffaefir 
fHaMUhipj fbr the aecttmiilated aidGBrings I had Endured logellMBk- with 



the loas oAnr bed, threw me mto a danaerous fever ; and! should doubt- 
loM have fallea a vietim to the diaeaae, Md not the fiiendlir oAoer* .^riah 
mrad me aU the awiitaBce in their power; which at length reeloraA. mm 
to health. 

At length aj tyrant keeper iieiied an order to prevent me from aleepiog, 
b)r waking me every quarter of an hour. This new epeciet of torters ap- 
peared ^o me ioMipportabie at fint, but I beeame at length m aeecoatDmed. 
to it, that I anewered in mj sleep. He was succeeded ov Oolonel Bieeh- 
man, one of the best men m the world, he permitted the oAeen appo^ifed 
to intpeet my prison to leare the two ilrst doors open for an hoar or tvro, 
that I might e^Joj iresh air and daj-light 

The daj-light I eiOoyed gave birth to the idea of amusing myself hj en 
gra^ring aatires, and lillle drawings: with the point of a nai( on the tin cup 
out of which I drank ; and I soon brought tlus art to so much perfectsen^ 
that mjr cups were considered as verj valuable things. 

One of these cups fisll bjr chance into the hands of Prince Autfnstuo Lob- 
kowits, who was then prisoner of war at Magdeburg. At hw retaro to 
Viennsi, he made a* present of it to the late emperor Traneia. I had ev- 
graved on it the representation of a vinejrard, in which several husband- 
men were at work^ and underneath was written : 

M/ vinef ard flourished by my toil and eare^ 
I hpp^d, as my reward, the fruits to share. 
Says Jeaebel, *' That vineyard must be mme,* 
Maboth was slain : another drank his wine. 

The august Maria Theresa, on reading these verse^ was so stmek with 
the relation she marked between the passage ol the bibl^ and the unworthjr 
treatment I had met with at Vienna, that she immeaiately ordered her 
Blinister to employ all his influence at tiie Court of Berlin, to proeur^ my 
enlargemenL 

On the same cop was another drawing, representing a Mrd in a ease. 
whieh a Turk heldin his hand. ^^ 

My misfortunes, my fortitude, and mv talents, inspired the Lan%rave 
of Hesse Cas^ with so moeh concern fbr my situation, that the hiflbnne 
prince had a stove fixed in the entry to my prison, lie likewise oidnrnd 
the collar to be taken oif my neck, and pens and paper to be given me^ f 
then wrote down the diiferent pieces I had composed by heart, and tee I 
had no ink, 1 supplied tlie want of it with my blood, which I drew oab-«e* 
casionally. { 

I tamed a mouse so perlbeUy, that the little animal was coiitfaiMllr nfay* 
«B^ with me, and used to eat out of my mouth. One night it tktppad 
airoutso much, that the sentinels heard a noise, and made thsir rsport t« 
Vap Oflieer of the guard, who sent to inform the Commanding OAeer, tlMt 
eemething extraordinary was going on in my prison : the tuwn Ms||er 
arrived in consequence early in the morning, aocompanied by loeksmilhs 
and masons. Fmding all m or^r, they asked me the cause of the ta^t 
. evening's bustle. I had heard the moose myMI^ and toM them frankly 1^ 
what it had been occasioned. They desired me to call my little ikvounta; 
J^ IJ^hlstled, and the mouse Immediately leaped upon 'my shoulder. I so* 
lidtMlts paMon, but the Ofllcer of the guard took it into his'pQasesslon. 
priwiisEng however on hli* Word of honour, to give it to a lady who woOla 
"^^*^ pfll, Turaiag it «flierwards ieoae in Us ekaaiker. Urn 



who kaew nobody but me, fpon dStftppoared, tod ) id iliBlf m • 



At the uraal hour of Tisitinitnj priMn, wbon Oie OttMrt won |vi| 
Bolns away, the poor little animeI'derCed Jn. eKqibed np ny kfi, leetei 
itaelr on my Bhoidder. uid played « thooniM Uiekii to espuMf tbe Joy ll 
felt on 'seeing me agein. 

Every one w» Mtonithed end wished to hsfe it . The M^lor. to tenel* 
mate iKe diApate, eerried it tway, gmvoit (o his wiA^ who hod a liflit eaga 
made feu it; but the mouse refitsod to oat, and a fliw dayo allor waa Ahim 
dead. _ 

At length the JoyAil newa of my delirerance.arriTed. It' was brought 
lny Count SchlidDeQ, Lieutenant in M^ Guards, who came to Magdebuq^ 
at the hour of the parade. The King's order imported that I should oe 
aet at liberty immediately. ' 

Upon this, my irons were ordered to he taken off; afttr whieh I Waa 
eonoucted to the oAeer's apartment in the guard-house, where I Iband a 
number of persons waiting to eongratulate me on mj denieraaoa. 1 ncoA 
aearehed mY ceil for what money I had lell; found sevoiitY dueata, pai* 
'of which I dirided amongst the soldiers who hod been aioat kind to mo { 
the remainder I gave to the wife of honest Gefhaid. He^ poor Allow i 
"waa dead. 

On the fbllowmg day Ifoeoired avisit from all the Held oAeoro of Ihe 
l^arrison. By noon I waa eomplelely equipped from head to Ibot, and waa 
eo overwhelmed with compliments, that I cannot reeoUeet nay eipeom 
•tjnoes but those I hare lelaled. . 

I was now again at liberty ; f had pasaod the beet part of my yanth in 
ptrtson ; but my treuUes were not yet eiter : for I was eondaeted as a pri* 
eoner to Vienna, where n^ enemiM would Mwe eonAnad am as a madman 
and a prodigal. This was all done Imt the intriguas of those who haM my 
p rope r ty . But by means of Count Alto, I was r el e a sed, and admiltod la 
the presence of tbe Emperor. 

I was now compelled to sfam articles that in eftet robbed me of my 
estetes, and the brevet rank oTJielor Wiethe only oompensaliool naeifod 
ibr all my ' 



6oen afterwards I married Mms Bme, a young lady, boautilbl, Wrtueof , 
end of a eharming djpnsttionr Bbe made mo the hajppy fethor of elevaa 
ehildren. i Itred at ^laC hayp el l o siarteen loars. andalWrward? aoiOnd 
^ a small e s ta te 1 purchased in Austria. J Used here in peoee. worfcinff 
trWi ny hands and pen, till I beard of the death of the great Fredoslnk. 
His sueeesser, who had been one of the witnesses of mv ttlsHutunoi end 
oufiMrhigs, imnwdiatoly grantod me a passport to returalo^erlio, and re* 
elorail to me my ooaAseatcd estates. 

This bform^tion, and heariiw that a rich brother of n^ne who resided 
jB Fnissia, bad chosen my children for his heirs, determined me at once to 
• returo to my native land, from whence I had been banished forty^two 
years. I did so, and arrived at B^n in safety. There I vMi fgatn ray 
friends, my relations, and those ano who knew me in adversity. I was 
p^sented to his Migesty soon after jpy awol* ^ho nceivod me jpoit 
graeiously. 

After stopping utTienn^ In my wav,^l«eetair the Mh of January, >11Bf 
Ihr'Berlin, aecompenied byiuy aeeood aoni; In p oss m g throaga rragoei 
l'^ with Ms .eldest borlher, who eervee wMh hoaoo^, eelieulenant^i 
Ihi eeeofklfogiment of Caieibinnon. 

jOu ^btJundJiPMt 4iath<the9QitMiiii^ff.niiiM'df ^ittfV^ 



St- BAftON TBSircir, 

Ci. Mf woAi had been my foreninnert, and f will venture to say, ttmit 
f had inspired so much eiithmiasm, thai 1 found it difficult to laake 
BftltaMe answers to all tlie kind tilings Uiat were said to me. Great and 
Mnall, men and women^'every body «vish«d to see me, and to hear my 
story ; and 1 learned on this uccasiun^ iha> virtue is sUU dear to msnkind ; 
sinee they show so much respect for its followers. 

As soon as I arrived at Berlin, I was presenied to the. Kins and Royal 
IkmilYi who receired me in the most graeioiis manner.: jUie Noblemen of 
the Court, among whom there were still seven that I had served with ia 
the Guaras, took me by the hand, and embraced me ; while the Monarch, 
with bene vulcf ice pictured in his counienaiice, enjoyed the greatest of 
pwasure« for a good priiice-^that of doing justice to an iirmucent maa« 
The Foreign JHinisters seemed astonished, at seeing so extraordinarv a re- 
ception given to a man, «vhu was no more than a Mnjor. Frederick Wil- 
liam granted me several private audiences, in wtiich he mai|e me relate a 
{art of mv misibrtunes,,tho«gli he tvas alread v well acquaiiOtd with iliem, 
ot only 6v the perusal of my book, and the relations given him by eye witpi> 
•esaes still alive, but by what he had leami binmelf at Mavdeburg, at the 
time of my confitiemeut. In one of tttese audiences, 1 had tlie honour of 

£ resenting my second son to his Majesty, who tvas pleased to give liim a 
lieutenancy inPosodowiBky's Raiment of Dragoons, and to promise him 
his protection. 

I found likewise at Berlin my faithftil female friend, ^nd met with (he 
handsomest rsception from Count Kertsbcrg,' Minister of foreign AAuri^ 
whose Idiiduess lean never sufficiently acknowledge. . 

His Prussian Miijesty not contented with restoring mv estate, called 
Scharlaek, which U»e Great Frederick had confiscated, and. which is now- 
worth four times armoeh as it was then, gave orders, likewise, that the 
rant of th» piece of laud, which 1 had not enj<\ved for Ibrty-two veara, 
should be refunded ; he granted me, also, a privilege for my book^ that, 
lanctioned by his name, it might ser^ as an eternal andautheot^ proof of 
my innocence and misfortunes. 

I do not think it althooether useless to observe^ that His ImperialMsjes^ 
hab done me the same wvour in his dominions. 

The time of my departure from Berlin drew near : I was impatient to go 
to PruMia to visit my relations, from whom I had been so many vears ac 
sent. The last evening but one before I set off, 1 ^d the happitH»s of 
Mssing two hours with her Royal Highness Uie princess Amelia, sister, 
iinend, and confidante of U.e Great rnrUe.i^k. I am indebted for my de- 
kveranoe, in agraat measure, to this generous Princess, who never aban>* 
doned me. The favours tvith which she loaded me, found their wav evea 
to my a-ison ; .and her influence with the late King was, perhaps, iKe sole 
cause *.hat determined him to set me at fiberty. I^unog m v stay at Beriin 
ihe did not receive me like a Foreign Oflleer, but like a countrvman, ktA 
I will venture to say, a friend. Sh ordered me to write immediately tomr 
wife, and to desire her to being my two eldest daugnters to Berlin in the 
month of June ; promising to take care of them, and even not to forget 
the eldest in her will. 
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jtoit, FiTed%Timfter,1heardofthii|reiit 

deatli, and irith her my eliildre>i ana myncirioti our firiMsl ftiqipiiru 

On the SOth of March. I set off for Koenigsberg, TtBilcd til my frlMls 
and relations on the roaa, end was received with a kindnen that I muA 
never for^t. I arnved there the 4i h of April, and found ny brother waitinf 
for me with the greatest impatience. 1 staid with him near two montlW| 
lometimea at his town, and sometimes at his country house ; I then deter* 
mined to join my wife and children in Austria, that I mif^ht wear peace- 
fully away, in the bosom of my family, the remits of a life, which, alas I 
has beten a constant state of warfare. Be this as it will, I hare no reasoo 
to resinet having undertaken the journey ; my brother is become my 
IVieiK^ and a fother to mv children : one of my sorts is in the service of hia 
Prussian Majesty, who nas assured him of his protection : my honour la 
vindicated in my native country, my possessions restored to me, and ia 
Fruasia, at least, I have surmounted my ill misfortune. 

y irtuotts rfeader I wish me happiness, and learn by the history of my lilb» 
and even at the lowest pitch or misfortune, there are comforts withm the 
reach of that man who knows how to sek Uiem. At «lit age of nineteen 
I had already lost all that a man can lose in this world, except my honourt 
and an intrepid heart, of which no human power soukl deprive me. I waa 
robbed of mjr fortune for two and forty years : I experienced extreme po- 
verty witliout ever committing a mean action, and though often deceifed| 
I never yet deceived any boihr. Those who shared my great estates In 
Sclavonia, are obliged to hold down their heads in my ponnce, while^ 
blest with a clear conscience, I dare the eyes of all the worflF The trutlie 
I write are severe and undisguised : 1 da not spare the persons who have 
faqured me ; and yet mv works are not only tolerated, out appear with a 
^ pnvilege IW>m the two Monarehs in whose doroinipns I was persecuted. I 
Was ctoipised, slighted, and condemned ; and notwithstandinff all tliisi I 
acquired (e^en when in a dungeon, and in the lowest state of abasemept 
to which a human creature can be reduced) the universal respect and good 
will of all r irtuous men. 

« • 

I was iU-treatedby sovereigns, because unknown ) but when truth gain, 
ed the aaeendancy^ they granted eao access to their persons, proteetion, 
honours, mnd justice. 

O God * Eternal Arbiter of our destinies^who brought me' safe info port 
In spite of the tempest, receive the thanks of a ^tefol heart ; preserve 
an my fellow ereaturej Ihim so hard a fate as mine : bn^if it be Ine lot of 
any ir4lividiialy give him at leift tbe amt with which yoa tnabled me to 
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IN th? yoor 1 7fi|S, a Mr^on nrrived m the city ^f New- 
York from Europe. His Laiue was Ardon, jnder thirty ' 
years of age, unrecominended, Quknown to any one* He 
b6caifirie'acquaii^ted with one Mr. Brudene^ wilo grew' 
much attncfiud to the ^trang^r, took him into his house,' 
found him destftute of visible means of support^ and sfaarl 
ed with him his confidenpe. He found him modest, re- 
served, serious in deportment, endowed with mttf^sh know- 
ledge of^'men and, of books* Iri short, Brudenel, his' 
wife, aiid' his wh(^ie family ^e^carae' extremely i^taehed't^" 
him'. Hei.Wt them but jittle into his past life, but' they ' 
w^r(^' not 'suspiciou^ or inqusttive, and always reaify ttf^' 
excrise htin' irora disclosing' what, when he chois^ to'ditf^ 
clos^, they were always eager to beah . 

He wanted, some employment^ and a .Mr. Fihefi, k 
^tleman, of l^Jje fortun^» needing soihe idt^Ilitf^t '^Tr]^\ ■ 
sob, of htiii^ble views and .gdOKl cfaaraeter, to instfubi'** 
tht'ee'^ehVldren in j^ren^h anl jLatin, Bmdenet pMdci^adl ,; 
^^'6^ce' t<fAiif^r^^ mA FindH* 

coii^^iited'to'take him up^H this recomtnen^tion^ Uh'*" 
took lodginjes a ^ile f>j( t^p/ iVom to^vii; aitd'wiilked'' in 
anB' bui eVeiy'day, d^ring-fowr bwnths ^of-lhe fi«t winfeW .' 
durtfig' whicli J^e disclargttd his new fuuetioni^^iri M^V 

Finch's f^mily^ , ^ i,, , - - - . ** ^ . 

MV:Tinch b;^cl b^ilt a house, tod'laid oUt gA>iiHdis'6n-' 
the 1>an1cs oftbe fiudspn, about nUle nriles ftdnfithe ni^ '' 
Th1thi;r'lie intencfed to retire and oass the real of his hie, 



«n3 the parties being mutually pleased with each otheY, 
Arden agreed to live with him, and continue the superin- 
tendence of his children. 

iFinch had four childrea. Three o£ them were under 
thirteen, and these were Arden's pupils^ -the eldest was 
a daughter, Harriet, about twenty-ibur, a very lovefy 
girl, on whom her family and friends doated with excess 
of fondness. These, with Arden, Mr. Finch, and ser- 
vants, made up the family. 

Three months after being settled in their new abode, 
the catastrophe so much deplored took place. It was a 
mild evening in summer, when, just before sun-set, Har- 
riet was observed to leave the house, and stroll, as if for 
recreation, along the bank. She disappeared amon^ the 
frees of a grove at some hundred yards distant. The 
night came on ; Harriet was absent, was sought after but 
was nowhere to 1^ found. 

The Impatience of the family was somewhat relieved 
by conjecturing that she had gone to visit a cottage about 
four miles distant, where liv^ a good old woman, sick 
and infirm, to whom she was accustomed to perform some 
charitable offices. That night passed, and the lady not 
returning next morning, search was instituted anew, and 
a message was sent to Mr. Finch, who had been detained 
for the preceding ten days in town. This new search 
was for four-and-twenty hours unavailing ; but at length 
Harriet was found, covered with some bushes, at the bot- 
tom of a grotto, a mile from the mansion-house, on the 
banks of the river, dead J 

This grotto, formed by a recess in the rock, obscure, 
overgcpwn with bushes, and of difficult access, was almost 
unknown to the family. Harriet had never mentioned 
it to others, and was never known to have gone thifher. 
There were marks of violence upon the body, which left 
jio jdeuht, of the nature of her death. 

Who was the guilty mao? was the world's immediate 
inquiry; butcoi^cture had not long to roam. The as- 
sassin, it was impossible to doubt, was Arden. 

Mat very evening Arden was seen, after dismissing 
his pupils, to wander forth a few minutes after, and aU 
most on the footsteps of Harriet. He was seen at dusk. 



9 

by a neighbouring farmer, accidenlly passing t^iat way, 
coming fr<»ni the thicket which surrounded the ruck in 
^M^iich the grotto was hollowed. Qis gesture and ooun. 
tenance were observed to denote anxiety and fear. His 
voice, when answering the fanner's "good evening, sir,'* 
was hurried and fauhehng. 

The same appearances were observed, on his entering 
the house. He went to his chamber, and aHejT remain. 
ing shut up till nine o'clock, he. came out, ordered his 
Iiorse, and rode away to the city. Early next morning 
he went to Mr. Finch's lodgings, and, with evident reluc 
tance and embarrassment, informed him of his resolution 
t<t leave his service* 

No precise answers were returned to Finch's (|ue8ti. 
ons as to the cause of this sudden resolution. He could 
state nothing in the treatment which he had received, 
adapted to displease him. He was willing that his design 
should seem unreasonable and unaccountable, but repel* 
led all Finch's importunities to give up the scheme. — 
Neither would he give him any account of his future mo- 
tions. He designed directly to leave the city, but whi- 
ther he should retire, he professed not yet to have re- 
solved. . During their interview it was plain that some 
weight hung heavily on A rden's thoughts; his counte 
nance was troubled and his accent sorrowful. 

- At this conversation was present a young man by the 
name of Wingate. The families of Finch and Wingate 
were very opulent, and, with a spirit very comman with 
the riph at that time, they sought to increase their wealth 
hy an alliance between young Wingate, an only child 
and Harriet Fkieh. Wingate had passed some years in. 
Europe, and was returned expre^y to solemnize the 
marriage. 

The young lady, however, would not consent, much to 
the surprize and chagrin of her father and lover, who 
strove, the one by soothing, and the other by authority, 
to conquer her reluctance ; a reluctance to them unac- 
countable, as they had been desigiled frc^n their infancy 
for each other ; as they had parted with the mutual be- 
lief of their being betrothed, and Harriet had always 
appeared contented with her destiny^ 

a2 
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The father's sqi^piqioi|a, a^.tlieJoTer'^ijttelously^ na- 
taraliy imagined to tbenialve^ a rival ; and the youtb, 
digpified deportaient,, aud ni^DUl. accompliahmenui of Af» 
d^d, could scarcely escape, surmises oo thia.occaskMU 
A/den and. Hdrriet bad \ij(e4 foe iiioolhs» in. the saoM. 
house ; the yoiiog lady never concealed her respect Ant 
the tutor; they, were. oftner together^ under peeteniee, 
however, of something to be leareei^ than, rigid discn-. 
tion wpuld permit. 

They were, both intenp9g|U^ by Mr* Finfih. Ardaan^. 
avennentil were clear; and saiUfifaetoryt^ and laid at rest all 
dpubt^ of his integrity, in .tl|e. mtod of Fioch^ Hamet 
was equally explicit in disclaming any passion contrail^ 
to her father '» wish^^. Not. assigiuog». however, any 
good reftson (br.breakii»g;Ofl^ orj;>oatpeniQg.the.niBtoli^ 
s^ wfis importuf^edy without mevpy or interauaeiony. ta. 
comply.. . At length this compliance was promised, and 
ai| Denies were spmew^^at, at eaw. 

n^iogate, however* had stiU^reeionto complmnof coldU 
nej^ in^is spouse-eiect,. Bfir poQseet.to marsy jvas un* 
attj^bded by aqy proofs of Jove, and Wingate soon reb^ia- 
edi^intq disicont^iit, upbraiiiii^^ and suspicion* His suspU 
^ cjons,, however* ha4 no objectt; for Harriet, front the', 
'tiine, her pipmisQ wf^ giyeOi.brpke off alljnlercoarse 
withArden, aifd. carefully sben^ pdvateaml.unwitneaa.. 
e^^inte,rvieirs«/ Her df^^bappeeedoboutajnonthafter 
tbija iievv;./ii;range|i€^t9r ai)4 ebqiMt^a week.) bfibie the day < 

WrW«,^»Wte.;an^, P^h were..eonipariBg thek;. 
ll^fH^ts^^aai tQ^tbp |n^^Yes>f,Ardea'S'Jbehaviiaiir.in.th«.: 
^# ^'^^Jf^p^.W ,tqwi^^a.|n$flB|^^ arDiisd,iiiifenBiiM[ . 
^^ia.n '^m^^y^ i^ mNt ^ %mi^ ^A > ItiinaUuiitljrtoeiMmill 
to^vingate, that Arden and the young lady had^li^]Bd.f 

^i^ftlf an^.FWKF*?^^M«WWh<liiVi^ 
^^*li^^^^*^*^*W int^IJifWWa fep«nJii»#ensa.. 

^Why^mP^ y^^i9p^tj*»d^fteii:Ar4«»- 
Acden^f^if 99QKi4(¥iQd tp hav^^«lKMiiiid,.M thapdMft^ 

«^#«WS5ft ;, ^fee^4fi«W5^TOMy ^"^ .Hai»at. was - 
"^'^^kiJ^UMv^iMWr^Of oC*«sR>4murd^raduCoi:pee.ia.* 
^mflP?^*^^ fimt^mUfi ,«Clllopw»e||t .were Jnstaat^ 
changed to those ofj^i^jffoji/sit:^,^^ 
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hoBl being hired, and snkiaUe warrants and officers ob. 
t^'ined, Arden- waa pursued, overtaken, and on the third 
da^ brought back and throviwinto prison. 

Arden had held, no intereourse or correspondence be-' 
yimd his employer's >^:famtty, except with Brudenel.— 
Many letters had passed between them during his resi^ 
deace w^h Fioiek^ and .till the day preceding this catas- 
tfophe. The incident just mentioned, could not fail of 
deeply affecting Brudenel. There were other reasons, , 
likewise, ivby his concern for this man's welfare and . 
reputation- should exceed that of any other. 

' Brudenel had a mother and a sister, Anna, who lived . 
together, and * near hinu Arden, as an inmate of his 
house, was of course on terms of familiarity with every 
part of his own and his wife's family. They were all . 
pleased with his gentleness of manners, his modest de- 
meanopy and the great qualities of his mind. Anna.. 
Brudenel, unhappily, allowed herself to be more pleased 
TMth him than tt^ rest. In shorty to an attentive bbser* 
ver» it was plain she loved him. 

This circumstance gave her 'brother much disquiet*. 
He felt no reluctance to cultivate the friendship of this 
man as long as he behaved well, being always at liberty^ 
to change his course, as future discoveries respecting^^ 
hiiii should make it necessary ; but to take him of whom 
he knew so little, as a brpth^r-in-law, was a very differ^. 
ent affair. 

Besides, Ardeta^s treiltnient oC Abna, though respectful . 
and affectionate, had been carefully circumspect, and>. 
evinced, as his conversation oftei) did, not only the w^u^ 
ef 'tenderness to her, bnt ajesojittion to avoid all matrix., 
menial^engagements. ' 

His sister's happiness, therefore, Teq^ired him to disn. - 
clese his Uieughts- to her, and to show her the nature of., 
her situation. He did . not foHnd her to love, but he^ 
pressed upon ber the jatility of Wariness and circumspec. - 
tien.< Thfe obMacl^ to an, alli^mce with Arden mi^t b€u« 
insuperable; but it was not wholly Improbable* tba^tlicty:«, 
mMit, in time be removed. '. 

The imputation of ito fi>ld. a 9rime,.and the coQfleqHeot. 
dittger la Adien's^ life; reused the hitherto supposed or 
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slumbering emotiotiB of Miss Bnidenel to a pitch of an- 
Oounded vehemence. She besought Bnnieiiel to inter, 
fere in his behalf, and would not for a moment give up 
the persuasion of his innocence. She vowed that her 
future peace, and her life itself depended on his acquit- 
tal from this charge. 

Brudenel was faiTfrom adopting her opinion as to the 
innocence of this man. The facts that have been men- 
tioned, amounted to a presumption of guilt which no 
reasonable person could resist. The matter was itoca- 
pable of greater certainty, unless he had been detected 
in the very act. But his opinion, even if it had been 
favourable, would avail nothing.. All the rest of the 
world were of one opinion. ' Finch was a doating parent, 
and Wingate a fond lover. Arden's guilt was indtspn- 
. table in their eyes. Their abhorrence, therefore, was 
immeasurable, and their vengeance obdurate. All the 
world joined them in clamouripg for his punishment. 

There was something in his letters to Brudenel of a 
yery ambiguous cast. They were at first copious, but 
afterwards became more brief. At all times they be- 
spoke a mind far from being at ease ; it was not the dis- 
quiet of remorse or of fear neither; it was a secret and 
unexplained unhappiness that appeared to dictate, and to 
mix itself with every sentence that he wrote. 

At first he was very free in describing his situation, 
the character of- Finch himself, his three pupils, and the 
daughter Harriet. She returned from a long absence to 
reside with her father, while Arden was an inmate of 
the house. 

. Gradually, however, Harriet became less frequently 
or less directly mentioned. His regrets and complaints 
assumed a somewhat different form, and prew more ob. 
scure and unintelligible. Brudenel -sometimes, in peru- 
sing his letters, conjectured that the charms of Harriet 
had made some impression on Kk heart, and that this 
had contributed to the alteration pf his style ; but all, in 
this respect, was vague and undeterminate. There was 
ground equally plausible for twenty different inference!!. 

After the catastrophe had happened, he could net but 
recollect this obscurity. It will beinbagined that it sug* 
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Rested no favourable conclusion : at icast it afforded no 
proof of his tonoceoce. Brudenel's curiosity and atiec. 
tion led him to visit Arden, in his dungeon, more than 
once. Their interview was deeply affecting. He was 
not earnest in asserting his innocence. He seemed fully 
aware of the irresistible force of the evidence against 
faim, and to yield, without an efibrt to his fate. 

Yet, on being interrogated by him, and by the court 
upon his trial, he declared himself, with a steadfast coun* 
tenance and manner, not guUty, Nothing confounded ob 
servers more, than the sedateness of the man, but such 
were the singular circumstances in which he was placed, 
that it was impossible to determine the cause of his se- 
fiateness-rwhether it arose from consciousness of in no* 
eence, or contempt of •death, or of infamy, or from pure 
obduracy. 

He had no one to defend him, for h^ sought no one's 
patronage. When called upon to defend himself, he 
complied with apparent reluctance ; but when he open. 
ed his mouth at the bar, averred his purity with astonish. 
tng coilectiveness and fervency; while, at. the same 
time, he declared his hopelessness of acquittal, his ac 
quiescence in his fate, and his forgiveness of his per- 
secutors. 

Nothing of consequence, cameout as to his past life. 
He was now, iodeed^ recognized 'by some wso knew him 
in London, but their' knowledge was vague, neither be- 
neficial to his cause not hurtful' to it. They merely knew 
no good, and no ill of him. He himself preserved a ri- 
gorous silence upon that subject. 

The cause was heard. A score of witnesses examin 
ed. Pinch, Wingate, visitants, servants and neighbours, 
ail concpcred in furnishing strength to the presumption 
against him. Clandestine and mysterious interviews be- 
tween th^ accused and the -lady ; her aversion to -Win- 
gate coming into birth and keeping pace with Jier' knew- 
ledge of, and intercourse with Arden ; his distorbaace of 
mind ; his visible consciousness of wrong at the interro- 
gations and reproaches of Wingate; hisdeportinentafler 
Harriet's compliance with her- father's wishes, more 
gloomy and dissatisfied than ever: his almost mu^bserv- 
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ed preparations for departure ; his baming, secretly, a 
moltitude of papers and letters a few days before the fa- 
tal event. 

Ipcidents upon the day and evening of the murder; 
the iady's going out alone; his pursuing, shortty after* 
the same path; his appearance at the entrance of the 
path leadi ngf and only leading to the grotto; his pertur- 
bations at that time; his retiring to his chamber, and an- 
swering to the questions put to him by the house-keeper 
respecting the absence of her mistress, confusedly and 
evasively; his sudden departure; his deportment to 
Finch at their meeting in town^ and his precipitate flight. 

•When arrested on board the packet, he gave various 
tokens of guilt. On being told that the young lady had 
been found dead, the question hastily escaped him, whe- 
ther she had been found in the grotto? All these indica- 
tions unattended by any alleviating incidents ; no differ- 
ent method of accounting for her death being even sag- 
gested ; no traces of any other murderer being to be 
found ; not even an attempt being made by the prisoner 
to explain in a manner consistent with his innocehce, any 
part of his conduct before or after the transaction ; it was 
thought impossible for court or jury 4o hesitate. 

The sentence wa» anticipated by the pablic. Popular 
indignatioh was furious. Hitherto it had vented itsdf in 
execrations and insults heaped upon him in his' passage 
to and from prison. Mo^re violentla^acilts seemed to be 
forborno) because they trusted to the* vchngehnce' of the' 
law. • The hall and its^ avenues .were crowded by mQltr*' 
tudes, who eagerly waited for hiis • condbmnt^on. '• 

The. charge given to the jury fwaw es^fctWi- "The: 
gi|ilt«Qf>the aeeuiied,''' said^ihe }\i&g»,^*^i»<memf€si:\ To 
recapitulate' ihe evidenee^isof ho usc^f yoil^'hrfv^^lieaiit' 
it^and eee^the exadt eoneurreitee bf »eveYy paft>'^ 

Some^f^he*jiiry piessedtoHlendeHmtlii^diaflty, "vifkH^ 
outleaving their eeatb, biilt'b^ctr^ ^jb«?fed^ «nil' a 'few* 
minuted cotimitatton was^demandoA*/* Th^y^w^t^odtT' 
Their absence continued^ loKglff thlft^^^ny*bnll* hifd''^^^' 
peotod2<*. Hdur after hour pMlMft^an#>i»lq£jl«^ 
torbe impaiient; At* ]e«gtbuhby're»li(l^;%iid>the j^ttdt^"^ 
'wa»'huslfed nH0^e«p«bt4^1miG{^« H#(¥>%fi;^%ve^' 
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one astonished, when, to the usual question the fore- 
man answered — We cannot agree. 

The judges were perplexed. They renewed their 
declarations of belief in the prisoner's guilt, and the jury 
were once more sent out. This interval was lon'ger and 
more impatient than .the other. Thirty hours were 
spent, as it soon appeared, in the efforts of eleven of the 
number, whose verdict was Guilty, to conquer the obsti- 
nacy of one, who declared that he would perish with 
famine, before he would pronounce the prisoner's con- 
demnation. Finding this man invincible, the rest, to 
the unspeakable mortification of the court, and the ivs- 
tonishnent of all mankind, concurred in the verdict of 
acquittal. The verdict was legal, was ananimous, wns 
positive and persisted in, in spite of reasonings and re- 
bukes. The prisoner, therefore, instead of being re- 
mitted to his dungeon, and reserved for the gallows, wa9 
at full liberty, and dismissed from the bar. 

But it appeared in this instance, that mankind will not" 
always allow their judgments to be superseded by the 
law. The popular decree is precipitate and sanguinary, 
and Arden, in withdrawing from the bar, fell into the 
hands of judges less scrupulous and formal. As soon as 
he came forth he was set upon by an exasperated mob, 
and escaped with the most imminent risk of his life from 
their hands. 

Having shaken off the most forward assailants, the un- 
happy man (fear of death adding wings to his speed) be- 
took himself to flight. Exhausted and on the point of 
being seized by his pursuers, he rushed into an obscure 
bouse, whose door happened to be open* Hundreds fol- 
lowed, ransacked every nook of the mansion, and exa- 
mined every closet and chimney, but in vain. Either 
be escaped by some unperceived avenue behind, or 
found some effectual concealment within the house. 

The popular rage thus eluded by the chief offender, 
recoiled opon the jury who acquitted him. They were 
indiscriminately pelted and insulted in their way to their 
own houses : but the wish to exculpate themselves, and 
transfer resentment to its true object, ma<Ie the condemn, 
ing number to betray Loveden^ the refractory acquitter^ 
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whose person could not be safely trusted iiWthc streets. 
In u short time menaces were noised abroad of an int^^n- 
tion to attack his hquse by night. Being apprised of this 
in time, he fled secretly, and was not heard of for a long 
time after. ' 

The'behavtour of Loveden was very singuler : he was 
a native of New.England, and came, at an early age, to 
this city,' and passed his youth in the mercantile service 
of Mr. -Finch, who on declining business, had contribu- 
ted to the establishment of Loveden, by lending him his 
credit and a large sum of money. His character, in fdl 
ii^speets, before this unfortunate affair, was accounted 
excellent. 

His conduct on the jury was wholly unexpected. In- 
deed, it was imagined that his prejudices were of an op- 
posite kind, and it was hinted to the prisoner, that Love- 
den's Icnown obligations to the family of Finch, made it 
prudent to challenge him, but the hint was disregarded. 
His motives, whatever they were, must have been of 
wonderful force, since he could not but have foreseen 
the consequences to himself, not only in the total loss of 
reputation, in the ^trangeinont of all his friends and as- 
sociates, but in the pecuUhr vengeance of Finch. Finch 
immediately claimed his debt, and Loveden withdrew 
from his country to avoid a jail, and in a state of beggary. 
He left behind, destitute of all support, a mother and 
two sisters, young and helpless girls, whom he had a 
short time before, brought from their obscure retreat in 
the country, to partake of his prosperity. 

All the world hating and suspecting him, no wonder 
many^a calumnious talc was produced. An event some- 
what like this, and happening two hundred years ago, 
in which a juror persisted in acquitting a prisoner, and 
afterwards, in a secret conference with the judge, con- 
fessed that he himself had comgiitted the deed with which 
the prisoner had been charged, was now revived, and 
Loveden was deemed by some to be in the same predi- 
. cament, though this charge was made out only by such 
surmises and conjectures as any man's life might be 
. made to bear. 

VaguQ rumours in the mean time went abroad, aboat 
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Arden, buWwere merely rumours. Great discoveries 
were likewise pretended to be made respecting him. It 
was said that he was a Jesuit in disguise ; that he had 
been a spy in London, for the Catholic powers, during 
the late War ; that he had fled to America, and changed 
his name, under the apprehension of being punished.— 
This, and other defamatory tales, were current for some 
time, till at length, new objects succeeded to engross the 
popular attention, and Arden ceased to be mentioned till 
a new event occurred to revive his memory, and set this 
aifair in a new light. 

About twelve months ailer the death of Harriet Finch, 
a fellow was detected at Albany, attempting to pass false 
money. Being apprehended and imprisoned, he was 
soon disc overed to have perpetrated other vil.lanies. A 
house in the neighbourhood of New. York had b^n at- 
tacked and plundered at night, two months before, by a 
gang of villains, the leader of whom, though carefully 
disguised, was now recognised in the person of this cri- 
minal. Jle was brought down to the city, tried for the 
burglary^ convicted, and sentenced to be hnnged. 

Mayo, while under condemnation, disclosed the par- 
ticulars c»f his past life. Fifteen years, it now appeared, 
from his confession, had been spent by him in a series of 
frauds and iniquities, seldom to be paralleled. Europe 
haB been for a long time the theatre of his crimes ; but 
at length he withdrew to America, as to a new scene. 

Here, having money in his purse, he advanced very 
high pretensions, and figured away in the most brilliant 
style. He formed some acquaintance with Finch, and 
being specious and addressful, insinuated himself into 
Finch's confidence. He was impudent enough to aspire 
to the daughter's favour ; and this, joined with some sor* 
did pranks in which he chanced to -be at the same timer 
detected, ruined him in the estimation of this family, and 
of the world. He sunk into contempt and insignificance^ 
and was forgotten till he re-appeared at Albany. 

He now confessed himself to be the murderer of Har. 
net, and to have been instigated to that act by malice and 
revenge. The tale related by him, with all its circum. 
stances, is too horrid to be repeated * ' * 

2 
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The wretch was inured to every species of gtlill.^ 
He was the slave of flagitious passions, and longed for 
nothing so innch as for revenge on Finch, who had frus- 
trated his most daring hopes, and treated him indignantly 
and scorn faliy, and had spared no pains to hlast his cha- 
racter. The poor girl, though less culpahle, came in for 
a share in his hatred, on her own account, and was expo- 
sed the more to injury, as any evil to her was a two-fold 
evil to the father, whose happiness was wrapped up in 
the welfare of this darling child. 

Ahout the period of her death,' Mayo, in gratification 
of a capricious humor, had taken lodgings at a farmhouse 
close to the shore of New-Jersey, and almost opposite to 
Mr. Finch's demesne, which stretched along the shore of 
Manhattan. Mayo's strongest and most harmless pro- 

Eensilies were hunting and fishing. I call them the most 
armless, because, while thus employed, his plans of 
higher mischief were suspended. While spoiling and 
murdering the scaly and feathered kind, the lives and 
properties of men were safe from his violence. 

In fine weather he used to put off into the river, in a 
small skiff, with hooks and lines, and anchoring in some 
quiet and shaded cove, pursue his favorite sport for half 
a day. Unhappily that part of Manhattan shore bounding 
Mr. Finch's property was higher and more precipitous 
than elsewhere, and retired into chasms and recesses, 
where the stream subsided into clear, deep, unruffled ba- 
sins, shadowed by the rock above, and by the trees grow- 
ing on it, and thus very happily adapted for £shing. 

One of these basins was directly opposite the grotto 
before mentioned, the floor of which was very little above 
the level of the stream. This grotto wfts the coolest, 
gloomiest, stillest, and most sequestered spot imaginable^ 
and very likely to be sought by a girl of a romantic tem- 
per, as Miss Finch was known to be. 

At the clos^of one benign summer's day, as Mayo was 
fishing beneath the shadow of this rock, he unhappily 
spied Harriet's nymph-like form passing through the pines 
and bushes in a direction apparently leading to this grotto. 
He imri\^diately perceived who it was, and conjectured 
whither she was going. The demoixs of malice, revenge, 
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and lore, such love as only such heart could foster, be- 
gan instantly to work within him. They set before him 
the wrongs he had suffered from this lady and her family, 
pointed out the means of vengeance, which thus oppor. 
tunely and unexpectedly occurred, the ease of gaining 
this recess, and the certainty of retiring. from it unob- 
served and unsuspected. In brief, he dropped his line, 
moved softly to th3 shore, penetrated to the grotto, and 
found the unhappy girl seated alone in a musing pos. 
ture. Probably, while she listened to the rustling among 
tbe bushes^ which announced some one's approach,' of 
all imaginable beings the farthest from her thoughts or 
expectation was Mayo. The ruffian shortly returned 
to his boat, and hying home with his perch and bass, made 
a hearty supper on them with his landlord's family. A 
few days after he paid his arrears and decamped. It is 
scarcely necessary to add, that he was hanged in chains, 
amidst the clamouns and curses of numberless spec- 
tators. 

Now was the memory of Arden revived. The hatred 
he had formerly met with was changed into compassion. 
The incidents so unfavourable to him were now recalled; 
but since they no longer justified the belief of his guilt, 
they gave birth to new perplexities and new inquiries. 
The fiercest of his persecutors now repented of their 
fury, and longed for an opportunity of compensating his 
sufierings. 

The attachment which Miss Brudenel had formed for 
Arden in his prosperous days, and the reasonable disquie- 
tude and warnings of her brother, have already been 
mentioned. 

Anna had seemingly acquiesced ia the wisdom of her 
brother's counsels; and in the short time that afterwards 
elapsed before Arden's tsmoval to Finch's house, no-- 
thing had occurred, in the conduet of his sister, to die- 
Pirb BrudensL 

Arden, after his engagement with Finchfseldom came 
to the city, and seldomer Visitod Anna. No intercourse 
t^^parsfitly existed between them, and>tiie lady's sedate. 
jess and tcpnquillity seemed mumpaircd. The brother 
naturally inferred they jiad forgotten each other. 
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This womao's character was very siiTgular. She was 
deeply tinctured with piety. A temper remarkably en. 
thuaiastic, and a heart alive to the tendetest sympathies, 
appeared absorbed in devotion, and in the practice of 
moral duties. She had no external attractions, was re- 
■erved, timid in company, and backward to converse. 
Undisposed to form numerous connexions, she kept her- 
self at home, shared domestic comforts and employments 
with her mother, and mantained a very neat housefaoid 
oo a very frugal competence. « 

Brudenel's father had left one son and three daughters, 
and small property. The son resigned this property to 
his sisters and surviving parent. The two eldest daugh- 
ters died, leaving only Anna to lighten the evils of sick- 
ness and age to their disconsolate mother. 

Anna's heart was the most sympathetic and impassioned 
in the world. At an early age she found a youth who de- 
served and obtained all her love. He went on a mercaa 
tile adventure to the West-Indies and died. This ca- 
lamity had hardly ceased to be a burden on her spiritSj 
when a much-loved friend, and her two sisters, succes- 
sively fell victims to a lingering malady. These being 
the chief ties^ which held her affections to earth-, she 
thenceforth became more lonely and recluse, and more 
devoted to the cultivation of her understanding. She was 
upwards of thirty years of age when Arden became known 
to her, and had properly dismissed every thought of 
forming a conjugal attachment. 

That tranquil resignation and indifference which, for 
some yi^rs, had distinguished her, utterly vanished, when 
Ardep's life was put into hazard, and was succeeded by 
impatience, by terror,Aand by agony. The passion her 
brother thought extinct, had gathered strength in secret, 
and it was plain, that for the sake of this man, all dangers 
•ad all evils would be cheerfully encountered. 

Brudenel loved his sister too well not to fiwl this reverse 
with acute pain. For her sake he was willing to exert 
himself to rescue the accused from the threatened fate, 
but he could do nothing. He could not weakeit the evi- - 
dence against him; he could not persuade judges or juries 
to lenity; he could not vanquish his own belief of Ar- 
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den's guitt, and Ilis love of justice would not suffer him 
to entertain a deliberate wish for his- acquittal.' 

Contrary, however, to* all his expectations, and 
through agency of which he had no previous knowledgoi 
the prisoner was acquitted. His curiosity was equal to 
his surprise. With difficulty he obtained access to Love- 
den, the instrument of this acquittal, and, after much 
entreaty, extorted from him the motives of his conduct* 
The truth was this : — 

Some years before Loveden had been a suitor to Miss 
Brudenel. His suit, thougb his character was not ob- 
jected to, had been unsuccessful. The lady's heart was 
too much occupied in deploring the late ravages of 'death 
in her own family, and by remembrance of her first at- 
tachment, to hearken to his vows, Loveden had desist- 
ed, and had since concentrated all his thoughts in the 
improvement of his fortune. 

A few days before the trial of Arden, on which Love 
den was known to have been upon the pannel, a messen- 
ger from Miss Brudenel requested an immediate visit 
from the latter. Since his addresses had been declined 
by her, all intercourse had dropped. A message like 
this, therefore, was productive of much surprise, and his 
heart .throbbed with hopes indefinable, and scarcely re- 
cognized by himself. He went. 

He was led into a private room by Miss Brudenel, 
and a scene of perturbation, reluctance and unspeakable 
distress, was followed by a disclosure of her interest in 
the fate of Arden ; of her perfect and immoveable con- 
vietion of his jjlpocence ; a cdnviction founded on prQofs 
that were all-airfiicient; but such as were only known to 
Arden and herself, and such as could not be imparted to 
another : and of her confidence in the generosity of Love- 
den. She conjured him to evince this generosity; to 
prove the truth of that ntfection which ho formerly 
avowed for flk^[ l^^li^^ing her assertion, that Arden 
^as 'innocenir^l|^put demanding the proof on which 
Uiat assertion WttTtnade, and by exerting his privelege 
as a jur<»r to save his life. 

The disapHEiintment and dismay of Loveden may be 
• • 2* - 
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leadily conceiyed, Tlie sacrifice demanded from aim 
included every thing dear to the heart of man. His re- 
putation, his fortune, and indeed his conscience, since 
he was called upon to acquit him whom the strongest 
evidence pronounced guiUy, were required at his hands- 
No brief struggle, no faint entreaty, were required to 
obtain his concurrence. He argued, but Anna argued 
in her turn. He besought her to excuse him from an 
act which might irretrievably ruin him here and hereafter, 
but she persisted in her supplication. At length he was 
prevailed on to promise compliance. This compliance and 
its consequences, have been mentioned, ai|d surely they 
denote as powerful an impulse of affection and disin- 
terestedness as can be felt by man. 

Having heard this tale, Brudenel went, -with a heart 
agitated by a thousand anxieties, to his sister. He told 
her what he had just heard, intimated his fears for her 
danger from the artifices of a being of such doubtful cha« 
racter and views as Arden, and exacted from her infor- 
mation of all that had passed between them. 

After some heaitation she told him that Arden had for- 
merly communicated to her the history of his past life. 
That this had' been done by him from generous motives, 
having suspected her affection for him, and imagining 
Ihat a knowledge of his true situation would put an end 
to every wish that she might have cherished. At the 
same time he confided in her integrity for her conceal* 
ment of what he had disclosed, since his'safety was iina* 
giued to depend upon concealment. 

This infdrmation produced an effect different horn 
what was designed. She found him unlbitunate, bat not 
criminal, and though his inauspicious fate had involved 
him in the most imminent dangers, and those danger! 
would not fail to beset every being connected with hiflif 
she was eager to console him under his calamity, by giv. 
ing him her society, her counsel, and Ift love. This 
boon was accepted by him with rdwaEb, spriogia^ 
not from want of affection, but from a generous aversion tf 
entail upon her whom he loved, poverty, exile, asd deatb 
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It was agreed* however, tha^ Anna should continsetv^ 
reside with her mother, whose increasiag age and mfir- 
mitles required more tbaa ever her daughter's attends 
ance ; that Arden should search otut some employmenlit 
in which his subsistence might be gained, consistently, 
with obscurity and privacy, and that meanwhile theyi. 
should continue that confidential intercouc&e. personally |t 
or by letter, which had thus begitii* Shortly alter, Arden 
went into the family of Mr. Finch* but a correspondence« 
between him and Miss Brudenel continued, with fe«i 
intermissions, till the time of- his arrest. • 

In this correspondence had been fully displayed incir 
dents that had somewhat elucidated the mysteries whi^. 
hung over the behaviour of Arden and Harriet to each 
other. The latter had been fitvourably impressed by the. 
accomplishments of Arden, had made various advances, 
to familiarity and confidence, which, for some time, hia 
difhdence, lus'desire of obscurity and, solitude, his con* 
cern for the happiness of Harriet herself, made him sta«. 
dy to avoid. Harriet acted oa this occasion with much 
temerity and indiscretion* flowing from inexperience and 
a sanguine temper, and from certain defects, which wem. 
mingled plentifully with her good ijualities. Many mor* 
tives conspired to make Arden shnnk from too intimate, 
an intercourse with Harriet. He easily discovered what 
views her family had entertained respecting her; the 
claims and expectations of Wingate, to whom she was in 
smne sense betrothed) the prejudices of her father, wba 
would never stoop to %xk alliance with his children's tutor.. 
To these ohstuple^ were added the inconvenience likely 
to arise f]Ppm the disastrous situation in which Arden. 
himself vi(|is placed. To accept the hand of Harriet*, 
without parental approbation and knowledge, withoutt 
the means of, supporting her in that luxurv, and ease, and» 
dignity iii which she had be^u educatea, could not bn* 
diou§pt of. 

Arden's attachment to Miss Bcudenel, was as yet of a. 
sober and dispessionnte kind. It did, not preclude the in* 
flttence on hii^ heart, of, youtb> beauty, and grace. He. 
adored Anna for her generosity, and if their mutiial 
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her lave, and secure her happiness, by btoding. himself 
for ever to so deserving a vroman ; but there was little 
prospect of ever acceropKshing this. Meanwhile, his 
sensibility to Harriot's charms made the task. which he 
imposed upon himself, of withdrawing from her favour, 
the more difficult. 

Wingate's arrival, the' renewal of hjs claims, Mr. 
Pinch*s importunity, brought matters to a crisis sooner 
than would othe'rwise have happened. Her aversion 
(o her father's scheme, and the cause of that aversion, 
were soon disclosed to Arden. His pity, his honour, bis 
direction, were all engaged on her side. His objections, 
drawn from her own condition, fVom her dependence on 
her father for the means of subsistence, from the )owli. 
aess and indigence of his condition, were stated in their 
stroligest colours. 

She was unconvinced by his arguments. Poverty was 
not to be dreaded, for she possessed a sufficiency, in her 
own right, from the bequest of her uncle. The father's 
choice was not hers, and in this case she only was enti. 
tied to judge of the means of her happiness. She con« 
ftded, likewise, in her fiither's love, to make him acquiesce 
in what his power could not prevent or disannul. A pri« 
vate marriage would reconcile her duty to her inclina- 
tion, since then there would necessarily be an end of 
Wingate's hopes and importunities : and if her family 
should prove irreconcilable, still union with Arden would 
be the least evil of the two. • 

Arden fluctuated, wavered; in one mood he promised 
. oompliance with Harrietts wishes, and afterwards, when 
solitude and deliberation had time to sway him, he re^ 
iracted those premises. He was unhappy, undetermin* 
ed, and changeful. At length he wrought himself up 
to the resolution of making h.cr his wife. To this he wa^ 
chiefly influenced by the, security whieh time hadgivett 
him, respecting dangers connected with his former ad 
. rentures, and>by public information of the death of a cer- 
tain person in Europe, whose existence wiw die chief" 
fnurce of his peril. ■ , 
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Part of Harriet's property was a spacious farm and 
substantial dwelling, thirty miles from the city, on tb« 
banks of the Hudson ; the other property was personal* 
She was in fifll possession of this property.- It waa 
agreed that Harriet, by seeming acqiescence in her fa* 
ther's wishes, should obtain iiis consent to her passing a 
week or ten days with a friend in Jersey. Thither Arden 
was to follow her, previously resigning his post as tutor to 
Mr. Finch's children, and their marriage was to be pn* 
vately solemnised. After which, Harriet was^ to return 
to her father's house, and when the completion of 
the contract with Wingate was again proposed, she wa* 
fully to disclose her engagements with Arden,. who waa 
immediately and openly to claim her as his wile.. 

To this scheme Arden had been brought to consent 
with the utmost difficulty. The balance was inclined in* 
deed, but merely inclined' in favour of it. Before Har* 
riet set out on her visit, an event happeped which re- 
stored all former obstacles, and inspired Arden with a re* 
solution to shun all fiikrther contests- and struggles, by ab* 
ruptly retiring from New-York, and burying himself in 
some remote obscurity, whither it would not be possiblH 
to trace or to follow himw 

This resolution was to be disclosed to Harriet, and hte 
heart was to be fortified against her entreaties and her 
arguments: a difficult undlertakmg, but indispensable* 
He postponed it* as long as possible, and having deter* 
mined to go the evening of a certain day, he determined 
to follow Harriet in one- of her afternoon walks, and thus 
obtain a farewell and parting intetview* 

The interview took place. Anion's firmness enabled 
bim to resist' all her reproaches, entreaties, %nd reason* 
ings^ and' to part from her without abandoning his purpose, 
but no^ without a thousand terrors and inquietudes. Ar* 
den left her to return, home, and Harriet was supposed 
by -htm to have prosecuted her walk. 

Arden had not gained his chambet^ when feari%ll of 
some act of despair in Harriet, he repented of his reso* 
lution, and' returned, in order to find the lady once mors, 
^ infonLhaeof bis change. He tr^iKArsed'the usual 






wnlks and paths, but inefTectuaUy, ai^d concluded that she 
ha.i gone to visit the infirm old woman before mentioned. 
Having searched every place but the grotto, he con- 
eoived it possible that she had gone thither, having had 
some interviews with her in that very spot. He went 
U> il, looked in, saw no one, and returned. This inter- 
wm\ affi>rded time for his former resolution to revive wilb 
new force, and his conduct during the subsequent houm 
has already been described. 

Such were the incidents communicated by Arden to 
Hiss Brudenel, in a copious correspondence. Such was 
the intelligence imparted by Miss Brudenel to her bro- 
ker, and these, added to information respecting his ad- 
ventures before his arrival in America, were the basis 
on which she had reared her conviction of his innocence* 
Hiese adventures, however, she would not permit her- 
•elf to .disclose. 

After his acquittal and escape fixMft the hands of a san- 

Kiinary mob, he disappeaired to all eyes but those of Miss 
rudenel. The correspondence between them contv 
nued. He retired to the country,, and led by a mixture 
of accident and design, made his dwelling at the house o^ 
'S Dutch farmer, within a^mall distance of Harriet Finch's 
demesne. He lighted on this abode in his obscure pil- 
grimage through by-paths and uncultivated spaces, and 
abided there, on account of its remarkable seclusion, the 
IKrofound ignorance of the aged couple, who inhabited it, 
a^ the consequent Mnprobability of his retreat everb^ 
ing known. His board and lodging he was able to puiw 
^Ims9 from his gains res^red. from the payments of 
Finch, for twelve or eighteen months to come. 

The detection, confessioa, and punishment of M*fJ^ 
g^ve a new turn to Arden's affairs. Mankind in §emk 
^al, were as eager to repair, as they had formerly b^n lo 
inflict the wrongs which he bad siifiered. Finch, m^aw^ 
licular, publicly declared his sorrow for the part which he 
ImuI taken in^he persecution, and disclosed ii drcumstsBCS ' 
which had till then been oari^iilly suppressed. 

In examining bis duigh tor Harriet's papers, after her 
liecease, there was found, drawn up in legal form, a wil 
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in which she had bequeo^ed all her praperty, real luid 
personal, to Arden. Thta paper was written after tlif 
period when a secret marriage waa agreed upon between 
them ; and made, according to her own woras, in conii* 
deration of the uncertainty of life, and of the benefiia 
which her understanding bad received from Arden's in* 
St ructions. 

This will, though fairly written, and signed and fealed 
by herself, was without witnesses. That she had never 
sotten it attested^ nor pubU9hed, rose, no doubt, frem the 
difficulty attending such a ceremony, and from the opp6» 
sition which she could not but expect from her relations 
to a design of this kind. The instrument being, cons^ 
quently, mvalid, its existence being known only to her 
father, and Arden falling under such tftrocious suspicionei 
and afterwards disappearing, the will was of courae w- 
naeptioned and unexecuted. 

Now, however, such were the probity and geoeroaity 
»f Finch, such his zeal to atone for paat injuries, that jhie 
declared bis retolution of coniplying, in its fUil exteofi 
with his daughter's will, and onered to transler^her pro- 
perty, entire, to Arden. Arden. received, from hisfai&. 
ful friend, speedy intelligeace of these events, and, re* 
turning to New-Vork, was kindly and respectfully re* 
ceived by Fiiich, as well as by his early friend Brtidettek 
Harriet's will was punctually executed, and gratitudei 
joined to the removal of so many inconveniences of ^po- 
▼erty and persecution which had hitherto beset him, in* 
duced him to tender himself in marriage to Anna Brude. 
nel, and the happiness of that generoua and exalted wo- 
nan, though so long delayed* was at length completed 
by union with the object of her moot ardent affections. 

While Arden was a fugitive* Brudenel was apprised of 
his sister's correspondence with him, but remonstrated 
against it in vain. Let what would come, she tiever 
would abandon a friend in adversity, and one of whose 
innocence she had proofs sufficient. These proofs being 
connected with his exploits in Europe, no menace, no 
entreaty, no artifice could prevail on he^ to disclose. 

•After their marriage they retired to the farm, now 
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called Ardenfield, inherited from Harriet Finch, and 
there constantly resided. Brudeiiel unially spent smne 
■KHiths every summer at his sister's mansion. Arden's 
eoontenance and demeanour were remarkably full of div. 
tiity and gracefulness ; and his wife waa one of wIkhr, in 
spite of many personal defects, I should have thought it 
impossible to approach and converse with without being 
^enamoored. 

He Hwed twelve years in great felicity, amidst a familj 
of three children, one son and two daughters. While 
riding along the river haiik in the autumn of 1777, in 
the height of the revolutionary war, he was shot, as was 
conjectured, by a refugee, who lurked in the woods. 

His wife found consolation in attending to the educa- 
tion of her children, to whom she performed every ma- 
ternal oflice with great success. 1 never beheld a finer 
-lad than the son, who inherited his father's countenance 
and mind. He receivfd a mercantile education, and 
went to Europe, at twenty years old, as agent to a com- 
pany of land-deialers. He afterwards settled in London, 
•and sent 'for his sifters at the death of his mother, whose 
•eyes were cloeed hy ihem, at Ardenfield, in the spring 
^ 1795. Their uncle lately died on a spaceous farm, sur- 
rounded by his family, in the new settlements on Ten- 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



• 

THE Manuscript, of which the folton'iitg is ft 
tra]»kti9n> was obtained out of Bonaparte's Ca-' 
binet of Curiosites, at Leipsic, during the confu* 
sion which reigned there after the defeat of the 
French army. 

it was held by him as a sacred trefisure, and Is 

said to have been a stimulus to many of his spe* 

culations, he being known to consult it on many 

oocasions. k is supposed to b« the only copy in 

the world, being written in uie German language 

nearly 500 years ago. The translator has se« 

veral times consult^? it f"T \*' ^wn amusement; 

and however increaiD»e it may nonear^ he found 

:ts answers to correspond with the truth, as they 

\lterwards came to pass. 

On a visit to England, a short time since, and 
submitting the woric to the inspection of some lite- 
rary friends, it was thought to be so extremely cu- 
rious, that he was prevailed on to ^porit the On- 
^nal in the College of Oxford; first having trans- 
lated a copy, which, for valuable considera^ons, 
he has handed over to the Printet and PubMsbcjr 
hereof, for his sole benefit. 



The Printer and Publisher feels it necessary to 
ftate, that, for the better security of his property 
In this curious Work, be has entered the same at 
Btaiimers' Ihill af!^) Ifis Mcjjcsty's Stamp Office. 
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OF WORKING THE QUESTIONS. 



' Sappote you wish to obtain an answer to tb« 
•ttventn question, viz. 

you make your marks in the folk>wing manner, 
either more or loss in a line, it isof no conse- 
quence :— 

i 11 I i'l I I hi I I 

M I I I I I I I 

i N I I I I I i.l • 

Mil I 11 I I.' I 00 

1 1 r I n ; I :w I P^ 

I I 1 I I I I I hi 

i I II I I 11 

J t 1 I I II i I.l 

ThM dMe, VM bM;in to reefcoa die mimbar of maite ia 

e«<* bne, fromleft to™ttt,Md if tbemimlier is •dd, wm 
mark down one qrpher ftus, (0,) asd if em. (m cnim 
(00.) US M the abore emmple. .«--" 

Ihe number rfiaarti mist line «f the Ibiesoiiirei ' 
^ wekj« ool, the * which bei.,%^ JoS «Sk 2^!! 
that --•••• n AH 

til! S !!& t*''>?^«'^"* " " « « 

Oe Sd odd, havwg 1 jibeve 9. n A 

Jfce 4th e»e^ being J , here ». oo 

Tte 5th ew«. being « above 9, set down two eraheis in 
•econd ednnm, aa abore. /i~«" •■ 

TheWh being oiJjr 8, which is ef«^ set diU two «y 




The dth line haviDg 10 marks, which it one ebore 9, Ml 
down one CTpher, as above. 

The twQ.eofoo^iu of cjrp.her8»^as found, am«t now he tf^ 
dpeed to one column, by reckonfng the number of cyphera 
^ each 4ine of the twp cpltyoips Jp t|ip^^lowtiig manner, 
~^ the number of cyphers, as found in the first line of 
e two eolarons, being 5, you set down one cypher /or 
ing odd, as the ^regoing ^ y 

number of secondly, which is even .00 

number of third 5^ which is odii 

number ^ fourth S, also is odd Q 

ow to obtain tne answer to your ^destion, you musl r^ 
fcrl.th,;p.ble.cdledU« 

ORACULUM ; 

at the |o|i of which you will find a column of eyphert ex 
aelir similar to those you have produced. Fou must then 
«iide your ejre down the same column, until you come to 
9ie letter which ran]|es with the figure, the number of the 

Snestion you aretrvmg ; you must now refer to the pages 
aving the. same letter at the top, where you will again 
find cyphers to correspond with jours, the opposite to 
which is the answer to your question. 



The following are UNLUCKY DAYS, on which none 
of the Questions should be worked^ nor any Adven- 
ture undertaken. 

Januaiy the 1st, 8d, 4th, 6th, llth, 13th, SOth. Fo^ 
bruary the 1st, 17th, 18lh. March the 14th, 16th. April 
the 10th, 17tl^ 18th. May the 7th, 8th. 4une the 17th. 
July the 17th, 91sL August the SOth, Slst September 
the 10th, 18th. October the 6th. Novembe|ahe filh, 
lOth. December the 6th, llth, and 15th. 4PP 

— V 

Nois^— It is not right to try any question twice on te 
samedaT. • A ■ 

This WM^k not to be lent or bot%wed--the purcUfiscti 
inay work a question gratis for anyfersoa they fdcaie. 

At 



aUfiSTIONS. 



] . Shall I obtain what I mrish for? 
j t. Shall I have success in my undertakiiig 

5. Shall 1 gain or lose (in any cause ?) ^ 
4. Shall I have to live in foreig;n parts ? 

6. Will the stranger return from abroad I 

6. Shall I recover my ]>rQpeFty stolen I - 

7. Will my friend be true to me in his dealings f 

8. Shan I have to travel ? 

9. Does the person love and regard me 1 

10. Witt tfae Aiarriage be prosperous ? 

11. What sort of a wife ;(or a husband) b or» 

dained for me? ^' 

12. Will she have a son or « daughter ? 

IS. Will the patient recover from his iHness ? 

14. Will the prisoner be released from his 00% 

finement? 

15. Shall 1, be lucky or unlnclqr on this day 7 
19. What does my dream sipu^f 
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Wliat jo« wkh Ibr joa win tbortly oblili. 
SjgaifiM tfOnbie and sorrow. 
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^ Be ^17 «mtioitB 'wlmt jaa do cm fhit daj^ 
left trottbles befall you. 

Tlie priiotier diet, «fid it i^^^relted by bb 
friends. 

life trSl be spnred Ait lime, Oml yoa may 
prepare for deatb. 

A 'very hi W ltdii ie dMmhIer, b«t a pamfal 
birtb. 

Tm mH bttve n Til»tuoiistmd i«figk>tti troman 
for your wife * 

If yote iMutjr ixaa ^eon, yM will baTe 
enemies wbere you little expect. 

Ton bad 1Mitt«r dedine Ibot 1oi%, Ibr H is net- 
tber constant nor true 

Deetlue "ifMisr tmvcii,'tor^Mey irtH otft be to 
yot^railTdntage. 

There liH a^lhie ilnd'iflfaiMt^fittetidMp be^ 
tween yon both. 

J(^{|Tbtt1r&(iidri«(66¥^#aeirtAen']ifo^^ 



TOmftt rnm ai n r iU irid^ jey>Mtar»a0ain/ 
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1te^i»ilbnot*Mmeire'iimn »iviierocfo«tM'«t 
present. 

Avte Imtt'iM w i|i f ui> you k tyod<ci>ttte. 
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t3 Ite^aM^Mflttdi^jifMi^f^l^ Ckkl fl^ 
t § help yon. 
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B 

The lock which is oitkoned for you, wiD be 
coveted by others* 

WhatCTcr yonr desires roaiy be mt presenty 
decliue tbem. 



S^ifies a favoor or kindness frooi some per 
son. 

There are enemies who would tfefraud yout 
and render you unhappy. 

With difllculty he will obtain freedom i^in. 

The patient should be prepared to leave this 
world* 

She will have a son that will be learned and 
wise.- 

A rich partner is ordained for you as a wife. 

By this marriage you will get great luck and 
prosperity. 

This lore comes fit>m an upright and sincere 
hearc 



God will travel irith yoUy and bless yoo, if 
you deserve iu 

Beware of friends that are fidse anj deoritfol. 



f ou may recover your property /again unex* 
pectedly. 

Love prevents Urn from returning for thepre 
sent. 

Tonr stay is not bere^ be llisrdiMre^ prepared 
for a d^ange. 

Tou will have no gain: be srise.andiCamAtl. 
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With the blessing of God you will hare great 
gain. / 

« 

Very anlucky, pray to Ood for his assistance. 

IF your desires are not extravagant, they will 
he granted. 

Signifies peace and unity between your friends 

Be well prepared on this day^ or you may 
meet with trouhle. 

The prisoner will find it difficult to obtain his 
freedom. 

■ ^ 

The patient will yet enjoy health and pros^ 
perity. 

She will have a daughter, and will require at* 
tention. 

The person lias not a great fortune, but is in 
middling circumstances. 

Decline this marriage, or else you may hare 
occasion to be sorry. 

Decline a courtship which may be your de- 
struction. 

Tour travels are in vain, so you had better 
stay at home. 

You may depend upon a true and sincere 
friendship. 

You must not expect to gain that which you 
have lost. 

Sickness prevents the traveller from seeing 
you. 

It will be your fitte to stay wh^re you now are. 







D 

ThoM pencm hai a gnat fixrtnM vbl 
oountry. 

Trntore fineefy, yoa will haye doable grai. 

ft 

Ood will ehaiige your nusfortiiiies ixito gpotl 
luck and happinefls. 

Alter your intentions, elae yoa may meet witli 
poverty and djatress. 

Ton hare many bindraneea to the accpmpGdi- 
ment of your pursuits. 

Whaterer may be your thoaglits. this day^ 
abandon them. 

The prisoner will get free again diis time. 

The pa6ent*lB iDaess win be fingenqg and 
doubtftd. 

She wDl have a -very, datiial and .handsoaie aon> 

Tbe^ierspn win beof loweireanistancesy bat 
yery honest hearted. 

A. marripige ihat wiU addilo ypurn^al^ and 
prosperity. 

You love.a person who. dpepioot. speak wefl 
of you. 
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guided by prudence. 
He m^ati«4noitf as he says^ bx)m |ieart Is false 

Wjtbsome trouble .aiad4^^gN;i^ y^jpjsyiX^- 
gain your property. 



£ 

The tirtager will not return so qieedUy ai 
you expect. 

RemaiK among your friends, nnd yon will do 
well. 
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Tou will hereafter gain what you seek for. 

Yon have no luck ; pray to Grod, and strive ho* 
uestly. . 

You will obtain your wishes through the 
means of a friend. 

Beware, an enemy is endeavouring to bring 
you strife and uneasiness. 

You have enemies who wiH endeavour to ruin 
you and make you unhappy. 

The prisoner's sorrow and anxiety is great, 
and his return uncertun. 

The patient wiH soon recover; there is no 
danger. 

She will have a daughter that will be honorecf^ 
and respected* 

Your partner will 1>e very fond of Squor, and 
debase himself therebr. 

This marriage will bring you to poverty, h% 
therefore discreet; 

This love is false to you, and true to others. 

Decline your travels at present, for it would 
be dangerous. 

This person is rincere and true, and deserves 
to be respected. 

Tou win not recover the property you have 
lost 

B 
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J By pcwcvcring you will recover 
ji_ pcrty. 
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•oIyow wbhes are in vain at present. 
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jour pro* 

It is out of the stranger^s power to Yetum. 

You will gain» and be successful in fore^ 
partsr 

There is great hindrance to jour success at 
present. 

A great fortune is ordained for jou ; wait with 
patience. - 
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Signifies that there is sorrow and danger beiore 

JOU. 

This daj is unluckj, therefore alter jour jn- 
1 tentions. 

^ 'The patient will be restored to health and vi- 



gour. 
The patient* s recoverj is doubtfuL 

She will have a verj fine son. 

A worthj person, and of good fortune. 

ft 

Your intentions would destroj your rest and 
peace. 

This love is true and constant, forsake it not 

Proceed on jour travels or joumej, and you^l 
not have cause to regret. 
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J 21 sorrow. 



o.If jou trust this friend, jou maj have cause : • 

91 ctfirr^-ktir 
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This friend exceeds all others in every lespeet 



You wiB not recover your property again. 
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V The stranger will return again unexpected. 



^ Remain at home among your ffionds, aad you 
will escape mistbrtune. 
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You will meet with no gain in your pursuits. 

Ill luck awaits you ; it will be difficult for yq^i 
to escat>e it. 

You must bear your loss with fortitude. 
Heaven will bestow its lilessings on yoa. 

You will sliortiy be out of the power of your 
enemies. 

The prisoner will be released by deifth only 
BytheblessingofCtod the patient will reooyer. 
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A Daughter she willliave, but a sickly consti- 
tution. 

You will get an honest, yoang and handsome 

Decline (Us narrii^e, etoe it will be to your 
sorrow. 

Avoid this love. 

The traveller is eontined by sickness mt this 
moment. 
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^ ^^UBiflMBM your tnifieli} and every fln^i^ 
^ go u yoa wisk 

^or pffetended friend hntes you secretlj. 
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9iir hopes 
in Tain« 



L certain affair pteventf the stranger frtMQ re- 
turning at present. 

Tour fortune yon*li find in abundance abroad 



9ur expectations 
succeed. 



your spirits 
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• • Decline this pursui^ and you inll do weU. 
Too win obtain that which youwidi for. 
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On this day your fortune win alter lor the best 
7 Afteralong niqirisonment,he wUlget released 



lie patient win be release 
Hhc wnihare a heallhy son# 



u 



Tott will be 
time. 



to your equrf in « shaft 



Jl If you wish to be happy, do net many dus 
J'r. person. 



continue to the end of life. 



hearty 
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TbtilQYe i* gre^lt but it wiUcMwe gNst jea^ 
lousy. 

It will be. in. vain feB>jKMi to tnupeL 

Tou? fitaicl is as-MMecaas, jon cqklM wish 
bun to be. 



ppojpartyt thsottg^ 



Tan will reoovw 
a cunning person 

iffShm tnrtudlftr wffl soon-tetuni 



Tou would neitber ba paoaperous nof *litftKi« 
nate in foreign parts. 
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•: )Plaoe ypw tntal in God^iba be is ttaedisposar 
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of all happiness. 

Your fortatte will shortly obanfo into misfor 
tune. 

You wiU S MO c ecd 'as yoii desire. 

Thi misfoituM wbiebt tbmaleBayott wHl be 
prevented. 

Bewail of yeut Measiesy liny aaefc to. do you 
barm. 

After a abort tine your anxiety bs tbe pri- 
— soner will cease. • 

Go. will ghre tbe fAtiani bealtb and straiifCh 
again. 

She will have avary fine dwgbl^n 
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You will marry a person witb whom you will 
have but littie comfort. 

The marriage will not answer yoiu* expecta* 
tions. 



R 

Aft^er much misfoTtune you win be comforttbto 
and happy. 

A sincere love from an upright hearts. 
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You will be prosperous m your journey. 
Do not rely on the friendship of this person; 



The property is lost for everi but the thief wiB 
be punbhcd. 

The trayeller will be absent for some &&e« 



Tou will, and meet with luck and happi 
from a stranger. 

You will have no success at present. 



Be reconciled, your circumstances wiB shoit 
ly mend. 

Change your intentions, and you'll doVeQ« 

Signifies that there are rc^^s at hand. 

You win succeed in your undertaidng. 

The prisoner wHl be released. 

The patieiit win depart from this world. 

E9ie win have a son* 

It wiU be difficult Co^ vou to get a partnec« 
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You will get a yf TT ^«"'^«^Tl^ft person for your 
partner. 

Various misfortunes mil attend tbia marriage. 
This love is whimsical and changeable. 
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You will be unlucky in your travels. 
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That person^s heart is true and just, you may 
rely. 

You will lose, but the thi^f will suffer most. 
The stranger will soon return with plenty. 

If you remain at home you will have success. 
Your gain will be very trivial. 
You will meet with much sorrow and trouble. 
You will succeed aocmling to your widiea* 
Bilpiifies that you will get money. 



The prisoner will spend many days in confine* 
ment. 

The parent will recover from illness. 
She win have a daughter. 
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She will iuLYt a soii» who wiDgaiii grest wcaMl 
and hoDoor. 

You will get a mrtiier with great madmlBBl 
ing and nmcn monej. 

The oiamtge wiD be proapenNv. 



She wiihei to be youPa at this me meat 
Tour journey will be ajtantageont. 
Plaoe no great trust in that pencil. 

Tou will find your .property at a certain tiw w^. 



The tmvoller^t eondaet ha$ rend^ied' In 
turn doubtful. 

Ton win succeed gieatty in foi^gm paite 



2 Expect noldad of gain, ilwabeiii 
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ToH will ha^ noiooeaaion to compisiii of yoQt 

\/li^tcycr yourdi»iresa»ev yo»wffl«specdihr, 
obtamthem. 

Signifies Aat you wU be ashed to a weddftigi 
Tou will have moie]iefetlM&iyoa<«xpeett 



Some CM ¥nlA(fitf the^priisMiv 
hinu 

The patient's recoimgDJSrSu^ihd^ 
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The patient will recover, but his days are 
shoit. 

She will hare a daughter. 



a olYott will marry into a very respectable fistiniiy. 
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By this marriage you will gam nothing.^ 

Await the time, and you will find the l.Te great. — 



Venture not from home. 



This person is a sincere friend. 



You will never recover the theft. 

The stranger wiU return, but not qui^ ki;, • 

When abroad, keep'from lewd women, or they 
will be your ruin. 

Tou mil soon gain what you little expect. 
Your luck is in blossom, it wiSbe soon at hand. 

m 

RejcHce over that which is ordained for you. 

Sorrow iriU depart from you, and jojredmi. 

Tou will have great success^ 

Death may be the end of the imprisonment. 
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^^ Blie will haye a son, that win live to a gr&t age. 
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The prisoner Avillbe released with joy 

* 

The patient's recovery is doubtful. 



Tou w31 get avirtaoiis partner. 



ijDekiy not ; by this mamage yo9 wiU iiaft 
much happiness. 

None love you better in this world. 



You may proceed with confid^oice; 



Not a friend, but a secret enemy. 

Tou will soon lecoi/^er what is atofen. 

The stranger will not return again. 

A foreign woman will greatly enhance year 
fortune. 

YomifiU b« cfa^n^d put of your gam. ' 

You hope 'in vrai^ tbvtune «huns you at pio 

sent. 

Your ini$foptt»p(is will vaiufib) m^ you wm k> 

happy. ^ 

You will spee$ly h^9^ mp^^tib)^ news. 
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^ IThis day brings you an increase of hapfnaeas. 
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The pnlKMier will*quit the power of his ene- 
mies. 

The patient recovers again, and will live '<oiigL 



o iShe will have twci daughters. 
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A rioh young person wiU be youat part^ief. 

Hasten the celebration of your marriage, it 

will bring you happiness. 

The person loves you sincerely. 
You will not prosper from home. 



This friend b more valuable than goUL 
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You will never recover your goods. 

He is dangerously ill, and cannot yet fetuni 

4 

Depend on your own industry. 

Be joyful, for ftiture prosperity is ordained for 

you. 
Depend not too much on your good luck. 

What you hope for will be granted to yon. 

i>e very earelul on this day lest any aeadeal 
befall you. 
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Signifies much joy and happiness between 
friends. 

This day is not very lucky, but rather the re- 
Ycrse. 

He will yet come to honour^ although he now 
, suffers. 

Recovery is very doubtflil, therefore prepare 
for the worst. 

She will have a son, who will prove froward. 



You may expect some evil is designing agxunst 
you. 

By wedding this person you will ensure your- 
self happiness. 

The person has great love for you, but wishes 
to conceal it. 

|Tou may proceed on your journey wi&out 
fear. 
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Trust him not, he is inconstant and deceitful. 

In a very singular manner you will recover 
your property. 

The stranger will return very soon. 

You will dwell abroad in comfort and hap^ 
ness. 

If you deU fwr, you will surely prosper. 
You will yet live in splendour and plenty. 

Make yourself contented with your nresen* 
fortune*. 
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V^ALENTIJVE WRITER 



Fnnn an Irishman. 

1 WAS born at Drogheda — but what of all that ! 
Why only to prove that my name it is Pat ; 
And though an Irishman bom, but an Englishman noit. 
For I five in sweet London, and keep the red cow. 
The Union had made us all one, my dearest honey, 
And a tight girl like yon is the girl for my money ; 
O what a sweet couple we are for to wed. 
Your checks are so bine and your eyes are so red ! 
And as for myself, where is such a lad seen. 
With his little shelalah and shamrock so green : 
O let your pen shake — and say you'll be mine, 
My nat« little jewel, and dear Valentine^ 

Antwtr. 

I love all mankind, if honest their station ; 
If the man is but good, no matter the nation 
In which he was bom, or in which he was bred ; 
Qn that point I never shall trouble my head* 
So then, my d«ar Pat, you see I incline, 
My hand to give thee, my sweet Valentine. 
Adieu for this time, sir, I've no mora to say 
Than we will be married on St. Patrick's day ; 
P then with his Judy, ihy Pat shall be seen, 
. tVith his bit of shelalah and shamrock so 

Valentine. 

Put by your glass* you quizzing elf, 
O^ in it view your foolish self. 



THE qUIZZICAL 

From an Odd Fdlom. ^ 

I am aQ o4d fellow, who wants an odd wife, 1 

To pass with him all the odd days of bis life, ^ 

To brif^ him odd children, to serve, d^ye see. 

As careful odd comforts to you and to me ; 

If joa, my odd lass, will consent to be mine, 

pa any odd day, my dear Valentine ;" 

Each night, my dear girl, when our labours do end. 

We'll drink an odd glass, and invite an odd frieod ; 

We U sing an odd song, and tell an od<l tale. 

And drown our odd sorrows rn sparkling ale ; 

Thus merry and happ}', weMI form an odd pair. 

And drive from oar bosoms both envy and care. 

s 

1 like your odd plan, for I'm oddly inclin'd. 
It most be something odd, that will sn*t my odd mini 
To live single, at best, is an odd life we know. 
So buy an odd ring, and to church let us go ; . 
And to an odd dinner our friends we'll invite, 
To rpend the odd hours in mirth and delight : 
May all our odd daye be in happmess spent, 
With every odd blessing to yield us content. 

Frm^ an Old Bachelor, 

I, that from youth to eighty-three. 
Have from the snares of love kept free. 
And 'gainst the sex would l6odly rail. 
Till that and coughing turn'd me pale. 
Now turn iny dog from ot*t my he^^ , 
And dream all night of being wed ; 
Ah I could I hope that you, like I, 
Resolv'd no more alone to lie, 
To church we'd instant he convey 'd, 
A feving Bachelor and Maid. 

Answer from the Old Madd. 

Sir, T must own, you're one in ten ; ! 

And.thoiis;li I've hatred sworn to mea) i 

Your ppoj^sition come so pat. 
For you u ii turn away my cat. 
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VALENTINE WRITER. 

To an Ul^naimred Penan 

My Valentine this morn yoa were, 
Cotiici fiignt make me yonr wife ; 

Rather than that, I here declare, 
Vd shut my eyes for life. 

To a Ldv void of Beauty, 

Althoach they vay, there^s nothing in*!* 
I swear, Maria, that you squint* 
And yet you're handsome, and for why T 
Because your nose is quite awry ; 
Your lips are coral, Billy swears. 
But they're thicker than a bear's ; 
Your teeth are even, yes, 'tis true. 
But then they are of lamp-black hae ^ 
Such charms may suit the silly elf. 
As they do best reflect bimsen^ 
But, as for my part, I decline, 
To coo with such a Valentine* 

MntwcT* 

My neighbour Sprtace, you can't declino 
To tak«^ me for your Valentine ; 
You're very ttfi^ly, so am I, 
And if we both together tie 
In Hymen's bonds, Fm very sure^ 
No jealous fears we shall endure ; 
Your bandy legs will keep you mine- 
No one will coo me, Valentine , 
My tow'ringback and squinting eye 
Will make the wicked rovers fly. 
Who only hunt their neighbours' hoiiaei» 
To run away with their fair spouses , 
Besides, another hint I'll give, 
To make us happy while we live : 
A handsome man will /ail at ne— 
A beauty would do so by thee ; 
But if we both together join, 
With mirth and glee we asight nclne 
To make a happy frightful pair, 
And laush at them who are more fiur 
* B 3 



THE QUIZZICAL 

To a Coquette. 

Tou've led me. Miss, a pretty dance 
Perhaps you thougbt it would advance 
Your value by these long dehiys. 
And all your teazing trifling ways. 
One day you're cool — another kidd*« 
Or I, like Cupid, sometimes blind ; 
Sometimes at home — ^rnore oft lu doubt 
But now my patience is worn out^ 
I therefore do request one line, 
To end the matter, Valentine. 
Be honest, candid, kind and free» 
As 1 have always been to thee. 

* To a Conceited Fop. 

When fops like you 
Fair maids pursue, 

And think to win their hearts. 
With pert grimace, 
Though without grace, 

How bad they play their paro 

% 

When first they begin 
To ogle and grin. 

We are all in amaze. 
With a brutus so bold. 
And a broach of gold, 

And perhaps a pair of stays. 

Then blind as a bee, 
To those who wont see. 

And rude to those who do ^ 
And pert and vaki, 
You Ml meet disdain , 

Mind, what 1 say is troe« 

Then throw aside 
Your foolish pride, 

Take'thia advice of mine $ 
4>r may you ne'er 
i>s»tam a fair 

To be your Valentine 
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VALENTINE WRITER 11 



FaUnUn9 to a Man of 

Most dashing sir, with quizzing glaii 

And heels, like iisses*, shod, 
That make a clattering as yon pass* 

So whimsical and odd. 

Yost like a porcupine, the wig. 

That decks your empty head ; 
Vour whiskers, they look fierce a&4 kf 

And of a fiery red : 

Vet you're a coward at the heait 

Your boasting is but tra«h ; 
So dash along, and keep it up. 

Till you have spent your cash » 

And then in prison vou may pu«« 
Your spendthriA li/e, my Vale&tita 

To a Lady. 

Ugliest of the fair creation 

Dingy maid of saffron hue. 
Face di roid of animation. 

Lips that are not red — ^but bliit . 
Your form devoid of shape and ^ IH , 

Has charms for this poor heait if iimf i 
For if I wed, I shall be sure. 

To have no rival Valentine* 

I really think, without dispute, 

Y<eo are^a most ilUnatur'd brvta 

To write to me in such a style» 

With such my lips I would not ted. 

One may soon trace in every featat% 

The «;xact 'semblance of ill-nitaitt 

That I am uglj , is most true. 

But I am fair, compared to yon ; 

Look in the glass, your face there is« 

You*ll find His foolish to mock me ; 

F^r every fault yon find in- minei | 

At least in you I re :kon nine ; I 

And so my Valentir e farewell. 

Yon of all foob the worst excel. 



THE QUIZZICAL 

Qawn^s Faientine. 

Excellent mistrest , brightei' than ^bc! moon, 
7'han scower'd pewter, or the silver spoon ; 
Fairer than Phoebus, or the morning star, 
Damty, fair mistress, by my troth you are, 
As far exceeding Diana and h^r nymphs, 
As lobsters, crawfish, and as crawtish, shrimps 
Thiae eyes, like disunonds, do shine most clearly , 
As I'm an honest man, 1 love thee dearly* 

Valentine, 

I met with you, my dear, one night, 
rWomen shine best by candle>light,) 
'^was at a ball, ii you remember, 
I dancM with you — ^you woo my heart. 
That eight I did the same impart : 
I was accepted as your lover, 
But my next visit did discover, 
Ycu %vcre made up of paint and patch , 
Yonr eyes do not in colour match s 
Pm off the bargain, Valentine, 
Wedlock with you I must resign. 

Valentine, 

I'm a comical fellow, and that you'll allow, 

IVe no mind to stand shilly shally ; 
If you*ll have me at all, you may as well now, 
. So an answer pray send, my dear Sally ;* 
No letter 1 want, but merely a line, 
Saying Yes, or else No, to your Valentkie. 

Annper. 

I really think, sir, your manner is queer. 

Yet may be, *ti8 no worse for that; 
Perhaps 'tis your method when you're most sincere 

And therefore I'll answer, Yes, pat. 

Valentine. 

I weep-— the hasty world believes I'm siS. 
I laugh—* aud they as fast believe me g^ad ; 
You are the cause of all this joy and sort ow - 
But if you'll iwre me^-tell me so tQ^nwriow 



VALENTINE WJWTER, 

JFVmm a.Qtfoibef. 

Fair lump of earth, incline 
To bft my Valentine ; 
Anil I a^rtiin to thee, 
A faithful friend will he ; 
And like the tu^tl^ dove. 
As ibnd and constant prove. 

Answer. 

Fric«i.1 Caleb, I incline 
To b«* thy Valentine ; 
If thou lov» me alone, 
ru be bone of thy bone ; 
Then come thou unto me. 
Thy faithful spouse 1*11 be. 

To a Coxcomb. 

ITovr manners truly are begoiliogf 

Tou captivate therewith ; 
I guess though why you* re always 

To show your pr^ty teeth. 

How many by ^our charms are smitletti 
For you their verses show ? 

By whom though are those verses 
From thy dear self tbey flow. 

I know you boast how many ladies 

Have sent you Valentines ; 
Remember, while you thus upbraid Mt 

To show your friends thes^ linea. 

To a Omfe€tioner* 

Vm certain your taste must be sweii^ 
And therefore, alas I much I feat, 

Tliese verses so feeble, may meet 
The scorn of my Valentiae d^at f 

At critic, however be kind. 
As iover, my hand I pray tike 

\^ me youMl no simpleton nnd. 
For, trust roe, I am d#I a cake. 
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14 THE QUIZZICAL 

To an Old Maid. 

Hail \ spotless virgin, free from sic. 

My antique maiden, hail I 
To gain whose person, lank and thin. 

None e'er could yet prevail. 

In flowing numbers, fain would I 
Your wondVous praises sing 

And let imagination fly, 
On Fancy^s soaring wing. 

With crabbed looks and sour grimace. 

You mope like owl 6r bat ; 
And with a most enchanting grace. 

Purr, like your tabby cat. 

Tour meagre face, drawn up so prim, 

Holds every heart secure ; 
And should you chance but once to grin, 

^Tis death beyond all cure. 

Tour mopstick arms (from flesh quite free^ 

I view with sweet delight ; 
Your waist — as thin as thin can be. 

Enchants my wondVing sight. 

ISneaking alone, ofl-times you sit, 

At once both old and tough ; 
With dog in lap, or fav'rite tit, 

And nose all grim'd with snu£ 

Bat here I stop, for my poor brain 

Allows the task too hard .; 
To celebrate your vestal train, 

Requires the ablest bard. 

To a Blackamoor. 

My dlt^ dear, when you appear 

My heart goes pit-a-pat ; 
So blade your face, your lips to grace^' 

And nose so very flat 

Your woolly hair, I do declare* 

Appears- to me divine ; 
Tben stray no more, sweet Blackamoor, 

But b^ n^ Valentme. 



' VALEKTINE WRITER. 15 

7*0 a Young Lady whofrtmned on being Kwed* 

Fie, Betsey, whj^. so grairely look, 

Because a kiss or two i took ? 

Those luscious lips miglit thousands grant, 

Aich rogues that never feel the want* 

So little in the kiss 1 see, 

A hundred thou may'st take of me. 

But since, like misers of their store.^ 
Thou haOst to give, though running o'er, 
I scorn to cause the slightest pain. 
So pr^ythee taks them back again I 
Nay, with good int'rest be it done, 
Thou*rt welcome to take ten for one* 

To « Fain Old Lady. 

Forbear to paint, forbear to patch, 

Leave off your borrowed charms ,* 
Believe me, you*re too old to catch 

A young man in your arms. 
In vain you try to hide your age, 

Sixty at once appears — 
Some pious thoughts ought to engsuge 

A lady of your years — 
Then seek not for a Valentine — 
I'll your grand-daughter have for mint. 

To a Conceited- Young Man* 

Tun rail at marriage, saucy swain» 

I know the reason why ? * 

Tour follies are so very plain. 

No fair one will comply* 

I own, IM sooner die a maid, — 

But pray restrain your mirth ; 
If apes Vm doomM to lead in hell» 

I wonH lead one on earth. 

She that weds you sure must lead one. 

But I my thoughts incline 
Unto a very different youth ; 

Farewell, my Valentine. 






U THE QUIZZICAL 

To a FoihionahU Misi, 

Your dress, Miss, is formed to re?eai 
* What would be better to conceal ; 
To see you one would sure believe, 
.You strove to copy mother Eve ; 
Nor should 1 be surprisM, mj dear, 
' If you ID iig-leavea should appear ; 
'T would make a charming gala dress, 
And leave us notbtng scarce to guess. 
Something like this we must suppose. 
When thus you cast off modest clothes. 
And thus expose your neck, your arms. 
Your legs — nay, many other charms. 
In pity to yourself forbear, 
And screen your limbs from t'ne cold air 
Adopt a more becoming plan. 
If you'd e'er gain an honest man ; 
Some other scheme, I pray pursue. 
Or I'm no Valentine for you. 

•Aftswsr* 

€kK>d sir, by far, you are too free. 

Pray look at home, some faults you'll see i 

Your chin incas'd in bales of musUn, 

To count the yards it would be puzzliag; 

Your hair is comb'd so stiff, upright* 

It -looks as you were in a fright ; 

And then you strut with quizzing glase, 

And wink at every pretty lass ; 

It really puts one in a passion 

To view your modem men of ftshioD, 

Their dress, their air, Hieir very shape, 

Seem all desiga'd to mock the ape ; 

So when you to advice incline, 

Reform yourself, my ValenCine 

What danger lurks in those bright eyett 
I40 ! by their fire the poet dies ; 

Yet bravely let me m^t my 4oQ|ii» 
And since to thee I owe my death» 
I beg thee with my parting breat{^ 

To let thy bpaom b^ ipy tOQafaL 
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VALENTINE WRITER. 

Tet, 1 think I mttst heanl of an srooroiM youth, 
MHio WHa caught in hi* gmmlmother^g bed ; 

Bat I own 1 iie*er hwl such a hqiiorMh toothy 
As to wMk to be there in hit Metid. 

Tin lor joa« mj dear mndnm, such conqu'esta to niako. 

Antiquarians may value you high ! 
But I swear I canH love for antiq«u.y*a sake. 

Such a poor Tirtaost am U 

I hare seen many ruins all gphled with care. 
But the cracks are still plain to the eye ; 

And I ne'er felt a {MMsion to enter in there. 
But tumM up my nose, and pass'd by. 

I perhaps might hare sighM in your mt^cal chain. 
When your lips had more freshness to deck it j 

But I hate even Diana herself in the wane. 
And would as soon be enraptured with Hecate. 

No, no I 'tis adaowel luxuriant and fVesh, 

That my passion with ecstasv owns ; 
l*or indeed, my oM hidy« though food of the fleahf 

1 noTor was partial to boaes. 

To an affected Gtntlemai^ « 

From Polito's you did escape, 
Ton so resemble his hurge ape ; 
And rigg*d yourself In those gay clothes. 
In mimicry of our poor beaux. 
Who ogle at the handsome lasses, 
With amorous hearts and quizzing i^laases. 
And thus expose their want of sense. 
By giving modesty offence , . 
Yoa*re ^ne of these I plainly see, 
. So you will never do for me. 
To laugh at you 1 do incline. 
Adieu I my monkey Valentine. 

WUh emhleniaitcaf HearU sad Daon 

This heart was mine» which no^v is thine. 

And is not that a wonder. 
That YOU should Ijoast a heart of mine. 

And be ifi (ji^ q^ni/^r. 

C 
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It THE QUIZZICAL 

/Vom an H^^miam* 

At I walkM all along an Valentine*! moming» 
Over bead* faith, in bus'nesAy qoite up to mj chin. 

My heart jampM in mj mouth, it was somewhat 
But aa it coul^nH stay there, i replacM it again* 

Bat, oh i 1 soon found out the cause ofita flutter. 
And why it so suddenly 'gan for to beat I 

For as soon as I pass'd by, you openM the shutter, 
And ere I could view you, you made a retreat. 

O I those lore-piercing eyes, that can act with such 
May they ever, like stars, long invisibly shine ; 

And long may their glances make comic and tragic, 
All the days past and gone of your Valentine. 

MtUWtT* 

t 

Though the Irish are said to be men for the fiur. 
You are not, dear Patrick, the man made for me, 
« Tou speak of my eyes, bnt you are not aware. 

They're made for another, and not, Pat, for thee| 
Besides* jss their colour is hazel,— -and you 
Prefer most the tinge of the black and the bine, 
1 fear, in your bull's faith, you may alter mine, 
I therefore reject you, my droll Valentine. 

r 

Smt with a Pair of Garten^ 

Blush not, my fair, at what I tend, 
. It is a present from a friend. 
These garters, made of silken twine. 
Were fancied by your Valentine. 
The motto, dictated by love. 
Is simple — * Think on what's above ;' 
Then to m^ suit your ear inclipe, 
And you will be my Valentine. 

Dear Valentine, tho' some old prude 

Perhaps might think your meaning mJa, 

f do admire a decent jest, 

v\c>ien with decorum 'tis exprest ; 

Bo to your wishes I incline, 

A^d take you lor my Vafentiiie. 
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VALENTINE WRITEIt It 

Ohi dear, Ldiel indeed f do 
Sa ferycnt is my love for vou , 

I do iodeed, sweet Misss, 
Oh ! for some friendly hangman^s rope. 
Or else some physic from the Pope, 

Or else, dear girl, a kiss ! 

And as my breast for you doth bum. 
Pray, canH you give some small t turn 

To ease my grief-struck soul If 
Nor knife, nor sword, nor razor-bladei 
Should then our mutual bliss invade, 

Till our death-bell doth toll. 

Should you refuse, oh ! cruel fairi 
My brains Til scatter in the air, 

If any I have got; 
Or else, too charming girl, you*lI see, 
111 dangle on some willow-tree. 

For wind and rain to rot« 

And when my ghost^s allowM to rise, 
ItB grisly form shall meec thine eyet. 

If thus you 6x my doom. 
And, as Alonaeo^s ghost was seen 
To bear away Cdse Imogene, 

IMl bear you to the tomb. 

Fa/en/tfie. 

By all the dogs that in the dark 
For amorous Chloes loudly bark. 
By all the cats who wauling court 
Some long-taiPd punsy ro their sport 
By all the frisky marcs that neigh 
In open fields so gay and free, 
By ail the birds upon the spray^ 

Who go a w g on this day. 

By — by— rby — yes, indeed I sweart 
By all that see — by all that hear. 
Hitherto youVe been so civil. 
That 1 wish you at the devil. 
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Sweet wjmA^ with teeth of pearl, and dimpled din^ 
And roses mat would tempt a saiot to sin^ 

Daily to thee so constant I retam» 
Whose smile improves the coffee's ev'rj drop, 
Gires tenderness to e?*ry steak and^cbop. 

And bids oar pockets at expenses spurn* 

Nymph of the roguish smile, which thousands sedk. 

Give me another, and another steak, 

A kingdom for another steak, but gfv'n 

By thy fair hand, that shames the snow-of heay'n. 

Give me a glass of punch, O, smiling lass 1 
And let thy luscious lip embalm the g^ase r 

Toach it, and spread a charm around the brim. 
Health to thy beauties, Naticy, and m^ (im% 
Ne*er meddle with thy ptesent health&l psunei 

Thy ringlets spoil, and eyes of dismionds dim. 

Tell me, O nymph divine, whose happy arms 
Are doom'd for life to circle those bright charms. 

And to that bosom give bbtb girls and boys t 
That luckly lot, alas ! will ue'er be nine ; 
A gaze, a squeeze, peit:LdiAce a kiss divine, 

Most form the bounds, O Nancy I of my joys 

Tet if rich favours, far beyond a^smile, 

80 kind, thy poet's moments to beguile. 

Thou wishest to bestow, in Love's name give 'em • 

And thankful, on my knees, I will receive 'em. 

To a Coxcomb^ with a Drawing. 
Say, little foolish fluttering thing. 
Why your trinkets thus yau brings 

Perfumes, and all such trifles? 
Believe me, you prove put a pest 
To me, as well as all the rest,^ — 

Your nostrum almost trifles^ 

• 

Then tarn your mind to nobler things^ 
Disgrace avoid which meaning brings. 

Assume the name of man , 
Then with decornm, suited best. 
Your conduct stIH may stand the test,. 

Use reason, if you can 



VALENTINE WKTTER. 



TV a vain (Xd GenUioum, wiU a Girtcolnrt. 

Dear Sir, your fikture kera you n^gtf 
A pretty Diatch, fortoodi, for me, 
IVliut vanity aime in yonr hea<l 
To Utiiik with yon i e*er should wed. 

Tonr stature^ Hher large nor small, 
In shape is lik« a coblerV awl ; 
With limbs so awkward-Hind 3'Oitr clothes 
Look like a scare to frighten rrows* 



Your nose so red-^so wide— so long, 
rr would make the subject of a song ; 
Your iHouth so large-— your teeth unclean, 
Ohi let them ever be uuseenl 

Then eyes, so dead toiaU evfwemiim. 
To love such eye* »uakl be transgression t 
Your mind too m so %9«U 9ttpply*d 
With meanness and with haugUy pride. 

kThus have I sommM them both together, 
Kuw let me briskly ask yoii whether 
Such charms my heart can ever gain T 
Alasl aUisl you strive in vain* 

From a Soldier. 

flvreet maid, Vm a soldier, to fight is my duty. 
From conquest 1 came, though conq^ierM bj beauty | 
Though Virtue stands sentry, why there let* her stay, 
A som to the parson soon drives her.vway. 
Ky spirits beat high, sounds sound tl»ejilarms. 
To the field * 1^1 not yield, but die in your anna. 

jSiMttcr* 

A soldier is to hopour true. 
So 1 incline my heart to you ; 
When foes advance, you are a guard. 
And beauty shall be voor reward 

C2 
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Remember, ray fidr one, if jou should renjae 
To be tied witb a partnlr in love's gentle nooee, 
Yoa*U be doomM after death, nor can yoa escape^ 
In hell's sultry regions, to lead an old ape. 

« 

If 'tis true, as you say, that old maids can't 
From leading for ever in hell an old ape. 
Still this I'm determin'd shall e'er be mv rale, 
I'd rather do that, than on earth lead a fool. 

From a Fiddler.' 

My pretty Valentine, 
Say, will you be mine ? 
And I frill make you merry. 
In playing Hey-down derry ; 
I play my fiddle well, 
As many girls can tell. 
No looUsh hum-strum fellow. 
Though I am oAen mellow { 
If you will be my wife, 
I'll lore you as my life. 
And to you I'll fondly play, 
" Orer the hills and far away •• 

Antewtr* 

Good Mr. Catgut, pray. 
Don't tell me of your play. 
For I don't like your fiddle. 
Or your high diddle diddle 
If 1 should marry you, 
I soon should make you rue. 
Farewell then, fi^iUling Dick, 
Or ril break j'our fiddlestipk. 
No Valentine for me. 
As we should ne'er agree. 
So rosin up your bow. 
For over the hills you may go 
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From a Fithmonger. 

Thoa art a dish 

Of dainty fish. 
Better than tools or wkUtng^ 

Your eyes are bright, 

As sprats by night, 
Like smelts^ your breath's 

Tou've siipt, I feel. 

Just like an ee/, 
Qjaite through this heart of VDio% 

No flounder that 

I caught so flat. 
As 1, sweet Y^eutine. 

Amwerm 

Good, Mr. Fish, 

TouVe Fiot the fish, 
That^s fitted to my zsiad * 

'Tb a plain case, 

I am no plaise. 
Nor yet a trout ^ youll find ; 

A gudgeon you 

Are to my yiew. 
Which easily I draw ; 

Should yoQ be mine, 

Crab Valentine, 
Beware a lobsier^s daw. 

Prom an Old Baekdor to auk Old MM 

Fnj, BIrs. Stuff, 

Do not take huff. 
At what by some is said ; 

Each girl and flirt. 

So fine and pert. 
Declare you an old maid. 

Old Bachelor, the saucy crew 

At forty-eight will call me too, 
At that I shanH repine. 

If TOU, good toothless, will 

In lOTe to join with me. 
And be my Valentine. 
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TcMi MQCT sot, go mtnd your pot; i 

And flnnk your ale or wtoe ; J 

Tou anal too oU, aUo loo cold* 1 

To De my Valentine ; 

For, though Vm a matdan near Sf^-ni 

A jOM|; man shall be n^ Valeatiipe. 

Valentine. 

Becaose, yoang man, vwu^re sloiil 
Good humoured too (the ue«t of all,) 
> It pleases now this heart of ninm 
To choose you for my ValeDtine» 

VaUniine wUh a pair of Skean. 

On St Valentine's Dayn 

My lore to display* 
I have sent you a psiir of shean* 

Which if you incline^ 

My street Valentine, 
With them you may cat otf your 

Antwer^ 

Tour shears I receir*d, 

AndPam not at all grier*d» 
That you gave me no mora -of your wh c e d to i 

A paper I've sent* 

'Twill give'me content 
If yen itick in your bum ev'rj needle. 

From d iSbt'ZoK / ■ 

Dear Miss, IWa tar, jn«t arrivM from afar,. 

' But now cruisii^ about ibr a wife ; 
You're jr<)!ung, I am able, Iet*s instant cut rahi% 
Atid sail through tiie ocean of Ufe» 

Anfwer* 

I'd sooner wed a tailor, 'than inany^ft MOor, . 

The reason I give shall beiiplaii ; 
For the tailor he^d stay with me nigbt and dqjr^ 

Whilst the sailmr he's tost.on At* Aain. 
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fViih a roUing'pin. 

My charming cook. 

So plump you look. 
Which first my heart did wm^ 

That I have sent. 

Pray be content, 
To yoa a rolling-pin. 

When making paste. 

To speed your hasie, 
It will be very fine ; 

Make no exctise, 

Do not refuse. 
To be' my Valenttae. 

Your rolling-ptn 

Does make me grin, 
Tho' Vm aU over grease ; 

To baste you well, 

I frankly telU 
My fimcy much would please 

Thcot Sir, good bye. 

No crust or pie 
Shall ypu hare whea I dmej 

For such a cake, 

I capaot take. 
To be my Valentine. 

From^Gr^om, 

Jenny, whenever yeu roart or boil, 
Tou make my heart within me broil j 
Or when you're at those pleasmg arts 
Of making pudding*, pics, or tarts, 
I lick my«l^ «i such g^ cheer, 
4nd call you then my We •'^ **^^ . 
What though with grease yottr ganneMt 
Tel you must be my Veldeiiee* 
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Go minil your horses in the stable. 
You ne'er shall ait with me at table, 
For your own words do plainly prove 
You've nothing more than cupboard-love ; 
S6 I beg you will your suit decline, 
For yoQ ne'er shall be my Valentine* 

With a Oxricomrt. - 

Start not, good madam, nor unkindly frown, 
Tbe portrait's like — ^by all it is well known. 
In this fine face, lilies and roses view. 
And be asflor'd it much resembles you ; 
Yes, red and white this charming face adorn. 
Though they in you their conunon stations scon ^ 
The lily's hues o'er all its cheek is spread. 
Whilst round thy eyes we see a lively red ; 
And though no diamond lustre decks youreyefl^ 
Or the celestial hue that paints the skies. 
The black or hazel in them is not seen. 
They wear, like Pussey's, a gay gooseberry grees 
And Nature did for you one gem compose, 
'■ And plac'd a flaming ruby — on your nose. 

VaUntinefrom a Hatr-dretter, 

O Sue, if you'll but~ think of me. 
Ah ! then how happy 1 shall be ! 
^. ril try my skill to dress your hair, 

The sweetest powder will prepare $ 
In highest taste your curls shall (low, -^ 
If you to me some kindness show ; 
Then to my wish your heart incline. 
And take me for your Valentine. 
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Good Mr. Puff, yon've laid enoqgh|. 

But faith 1 can^t incline ; 
III not agree, for yon to be. 

Indeed, my Valentine* 



I 
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My dear, youp eyes they shine no bright. 
They're like dead Whitmgi in the fiiglit i 
Yuttr ahns are bniirny, broirn, and iotigh J 
Their akin, like any hog^« h«ck, rough > 
1 our voice the screech-owl does excels' 
Your brciith, a pole-ctfl> h as well ; 
Your mouth, a nj^trrow^^ fg^ my dea«t 
It reaches but from ear to car ; 
In you such charms at once combi;ie, 
I chouse you for my VHlentine. 

Your wii 19 fi^rt; Nbe an 6ystet*-Vnift, 
The bhiufe»t I erer beheld tw my Ifle $: 
It hew? mid it h»rks nt Ji ternbtfTnAe,' 
And IS a jiMi embleiti of yiHtr ml die put€ / 
So take %ny ad%ice and the honour declinet 
For you nerer, I voir, shall be my Valentifl* 

VaUniime* 

Dear B^tsy« oft you've KtiowB me stop, 
^yiien you've been trundling of your mop. 
Your nny checks, and arms so |dump, 
Blake my poor heart go thump-a*thump ; 
Then, dearest Hetty, now iiidiae 
Unto your faitliful VaJeutine, 

Anstpen 

Friend Skip, you are not to mv mind, 
I tell the truth, and so you'll find ; 
So all your court.«bip now is done, 
I've jcirv'n'my li#«Hn to butler Jybn ; 
To him alone I do incline. 
So you can*t be my Xaleutine. 

Jlnoiher Annttr. 

Tour Valentine is short and iweet, 
Biit to the pur|H>se quite complete ; 
And to Its wishes I incline, 
So come, and fetch your Valentine. 
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Cone, eana, mj prattj PvS^, to tke flB, 
I'D (nnd joor com wbeaa'cr jnm will , 
Ujr clapper hM>a cbaraiac aoood, 
And atenU/ the nili go ramdt 
TIm dour irill be while nd Sne, 
Ai JOH af« sow Bj Valenlioo. 



T«« wn die iniDer to nj auid. 



rn strive mv aiUer's will to flewe, 
ne HMal ^ grouod, w uc* a^ &■% 
flhill nlsMe aw wl ■* VtlvliM* 
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A SCBIE8 of misfortunes had unexpectedly thrown ae upon • 

Ibreign land, and entirely deprived me of the means of subsist* 

ence. 1 knew not where to ai'|iiy for relief, or how to avoid 

the alarming evils that threatened me on every side. 1 was on 

one of the Bahama islands. ■ 1 could not enjoy the temporarj 

asylum I then po^si*«sed, longer than two duyS, witliout invol* 

▼ing myself in debts which I was unable to pay, and consec|uen(p 

\y bringing my person under the power of individuals, who, I 

was inclined to suspect, had nothing humane or generous in theif 

characters. I wandered along the sea. shore, sometimes shod* 

dering at the dreariness of my prospects, and sometimes trenv 

bling, lest the horrors of want should urge me to obtain the 

necessaries of life, by concealing from others that i was in ab« 

solute want.. 

When about a mile distant from the small town where I 

lodged, my attention was attracted by a schooner lying at an* 

chor behind a projecting point of land. I knew that vessels 

did not usually moor in such a situation, and inquired at a fish* 

ermaD) whom I met on the beach, if he could tell me what th» 

8ch^^ '^^cr did there. *' I am not quite sure, (returned- k^) but 

1 raihcr suspect she^s a pirate. Tho^e on board o( ht?r ana 

mostly blacks, and they seem very anxious to keep out of sight, 

{ Had she been a fair trader, she would have come into the hai>o 

bonr \\i once." 

I left my informant, and seated myself under a cliff. Half o£ 

. the sun had disappeared below the horizon. 1 watched his 

descending orb, and wished 1 could retard the flight of time, 

when 1 reflecteld, that, after the lapse of two days, I should 

perhaps be destitute of a home, and perishing from want.— 

- **Sometning must be done, (I exclaimed, starling up :) if these 

are pirates, 1 yifiW join them. My profession will enable me to 

render them valuable services." I looked anxiously towards 

the schooner, which lay wichin half a mile of the shore, ip 

hopes that I should see her boat approaching, and thus find 

' means cf speaking with, ber commander. 

I I wanted upwards of an hour, but could not di«cov«r that- 

those on board made aiy preparations tor coniing ashore. It 

r^ now dark, and Ute bei ,u. •. .b silen* t-r/J desicrtecl. I lomwi 
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« tmall boat l^ing upon tne sand, and, having pushed her ofl^ 
I cautiously embarked, and began to row toivafdstheschociDer^ 
but after a fe\v strokes of the oars, my resolution aJmo^i f.i:led. 
1 thaddered at the idea of forming a league with the outcasts of 
society, and rendering myself amenable to the laws of every 
civilized nation, i looked towards the town — a sense of the 
wretchedness of my condition struck irresistibly upon ooy atnd, 
and I pushed furiojsly forward. 

When I hal got within a short .distance of the schoooer, one 
of her crew called out, ^^ Avast ! avast ! who have we here V* 
On reaching the side of the vessel, I said 1 wished to aee the 
captain. **Wbat do you want with him?^' demanded the 
-aame voice. ** 1 must speak with him alone,*' answered /. — 
The questioner retired to the stern, and 1 heard the sound o( 
people talking, as if in consultation, for a little time. I was 
then^defired to come on board ; and the moment I stepped upon 
deck, a negro led me towards a man who stood near the helm. 

He was very taTI and athletic, and of a jet black, and wore 
only a shirt and white trowsers. His face had a bold and-con* 
lemplative expression, and he wanted his right iKind. '** f 
presume you are the commander of this ves<tel ?" He nodded 
impatiently. '*' i underatand you are going on an expedition. 
** J donUcare what you understand: — to your business, master, 
returned lie, haughtdy. *' I know you are pirates, ^continued 
1,) and it is my wish to accompany you, in the capacity of sur- 
geon." He surveyed me with a look of astonish. "oent, (hat 
teemed todemand an avowal of the motives that had prompted 
me to make such a pro; osal. *' You surely will not decline my 
offer, (said I,) for you must be aware that 1 c^n render you 
very essjential services. I have been unfortunate every *vay, 
and—" " 0, you be unfortunate, and seek rehcf from a 
black man — from a- negro! (interrupted he, with a scornful 
latiglt:) well, stay on board; you cannot leave thia vessel 
again. Remember, we are not to be betrayed.*' *' Put I have 
•omething on shore that I wish to carry along with me.^' — 
** I will send one of my men for it to-morrow morni^,** 
replied he. ' 

He walked away coolly to the bows of the vessel, and hefn 
to give S(^e orders to the s<%amen, who formed a very nume- 
tooa lK>dy-. Most of them were loitering together on the fbre« 
castle, and smoking segars, and they all seemed to be blacks, 
Fijpcb and English were spoken indiscriminately among^iem , 
ai^ tkeur eonyersatioa i?s!« incessant and vociferous/ ^ ' 
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ktei-mtnj^ted with dis^iiftA ^ eitecrntionf . Seveml dispotet 
jook pLice, in the course of which the parties struck each 
tther, and wrestled together ; but their companions neither 
endeiiyoured to separate them, nor paid an^ attention to the 
affrays. 

When it was near midnight, the captain, whose name was 

Blaiiuel, conducted me to the cabin, and made many inquiriei, 

whirh evidently had for their object' to discover ifl really was 

what I professed to be. His doubts being removed, he poiot* 

ed to a Itirth, an^J told mc 1 might occupy it whenever I chosfi^ 

and went upon deck agahi. 1 extinguished the li^lit, and lay 

down in bed. My anticipatioi 8 respecting the life I was now 

to lead, were gloomy and revolting. 1 scarcely dared to look 

forward to the termination of the entei prize in which 1 had 

embarked ; but when 1 considered what would have been my 

f<«te had 1 remained on shore, ( could not condemn my choice* 

Contempt, abject poverty, and the horrors of want, were the 

evils I 6ed from — tyranny, danger, and an ignominious death, 

formed those towards which I was perhaps hwstening. 

Next mornmg Captain Manuel desired me to write an onlev 
for my portmanteau, that he might send one of his men to bring 
it on board. Shortly after the messenger returned we put to 
sea with light wind, and gradually receded from the shores 
of the island. 

I breakfasted in Ih cabin with Manuel. His manner was 
i chilly and supercilious ; and he had more dignity about him 
than any negro 1 had ever before seen. The want of his right 
hand Ariade his person very striking, and he seemed aware oC 
this tor when he observed me gazing on his mutilated arm^ 
he frowned, ai«d enveloped it in the fohls of the table-clnth. 

We lost ightof land kk a few hour^, but I knisw not where 
we were bound, and Manuel's reserved behaviour prevented 
me. from making any inquiry. He walked «pon deck all day 
with fi-lded arms, and scarcely ever raised his eyes, except to 
look at th(B compass, or give directions to the helmsman. 

The schooner, which was named the Esparanza, was about 
one hundred and twenty tons bonlen, carried sii guns, and 
ha'i fo^ty- three men on board of her, and several boys.-— 
: There appeared to be very little discipline among the crcv, 
[ an of whom amused themselves in any way, and in any phice 
tbey chose, except when the working of the vessel required 
their attention. The presence of the captain did not. impose 
sny restraint upon them ;: rnd one, who was called the mate 
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■Hitched a cburt Qncereniomously from hw hand, and told 
Ihiii he did not know what he was about, without receimig 
•ay reproof for hia insoleoce. 

A number of the negroes Uy round the fire, roasting ears of 
IniUan com, which wen- eageHy snatched off the embers the 
moment they wer« ready. I could dininguish the marks of the 
whiu on the shoulders of i»ome of them. The limbs of othen 
had been diverted by the weight and galling of fetters, as was 
evident from the indentations exhibited by their flesh- 
In the course of three days, we came in sight of the north 
shore of Cuba; but to my great satisfaction had not mcl with 
a single vessel of any description. Mimuel hourly became 
Jess reserved, and we often had long conversations together { 
and one evening he promised to relate his histoi:y to me^ the 
first favourable opportunity. 

After cruising about for a week, we cast anchor at the mouth 
of the Xibara harbour. Our ol^ect in doing so was to obtain 
a supply of firewood. Manuel requested me to accompany 
the party deiitined lor thb purpose, as he was to commjiid il ; 
and at a late hour one night, we set out, in a boat along with 
seven of the crew. The weather was clear, calm, and de- 
lightful ; and we soon entered the river, and rowed slowly up 
its windii^. The banks were for the most part thickly covet- 
ed with tree^, which over arched us completely, and rendered 
it so dark, that Manuel could scarcely see to steer the boat, f 
sat in the stem beside him, but neither of us spoke a word. 

When we had got about two miles above the mouth of the 
river, the men disembarked, and began to cut wood at a little 
ditftance from us. *•* I believe my people are out of bearing," 
said Aibinuel, after a pause, *' and while we wait for their re- 
turn, I shall tell you something of my past life.*' 

" I need not give you a minute account of my early years, 
as they were not f^'stinguisbed by any thing remarkable. Mj 
mother came from the coast of Africa, but I was liora in Sooth 
Carolih^j where my maFter had a large estate, in the cuhiva- 
tian of which more than one hundred negroes were employed. 
My mother being a house servant, was exemptjed fnom many 
of the hardships and .privations to which the other slaves were 
exposed, but she owed the comparative comfort of her situa- 
tion, entirely to her 'Capability as a cook,. .as Mr. Sexton was 
much nddicied to the pleasures of the table.. He gave orderf 
- ttiat I should be brought up w,ithin doors, as he intended me 
for .a waiting map.. 
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** AAer I had attalneil the nge. of sixteen years,! was obliged 
to be in centiQual ntleDdance upon my manier, and quietly sub- 
mit to aH his c»ijjiicoa. The trcHtTnent 1 received from him,. 
nfid the knowledge i acquired of his character, made me feel 
what a degrading thing siiivery was. Had 1 been forced ,to 
ivotk in the fields, like the other negroes, I might not perhaps 
have repined at my condition, because 1 would have known 
nothing better, and at the same time believed that my condition 
was irrcfnediabie, and consistent with the laws of nature. But 
being continuaHy in the presence of Mr. Sexton and other 
ivhite peoi4e, and daily bearing their conversiition, I soon dis- 
covered that they %vere superior to us in nothii>g'but know- 
ledge ; that they Kere mean, wicked, cruel, and unjust; and 
that they sometimes fenred we wou^ asseit our rights, and 
overpower them by numbers, 

** They seemed to consider negroes as creatures wlio were 
destitne of understandings. Though I felt iadignant when I . 
heard these opinions uttered, 1 was aware that i denved some 
advantage from their being s.cted upon ; for my master and 
his friends not believing that 1 could compreliend a sentence 
of their conversation, felt no restrniot when I was present, 
and ' thus afforded me an opportunity of hearing their senti* 
ments upon every subject, nnd becoming acquainted with their 
principles and characters, 
* ** There was an old free negro tipon the plantation, who 
had travelled through the Northern States of America. He 
could read and write tolerably well, and he knew « good deal 
about the countries, he had vi6tte<L i happened to become iei 
favourite of bis, and he oilen gave me minute accounts of the 
Africans who lived io New- York, and contrasted their inde- 
pendence wjth the abject state of our race every where else. I 
listened to these details with the deepest attention, which pleas 
ed him so much, that be offered to teach me to read. I gladly 
.availed myself of his instructions, and profited so much by 
them, that in the course of &ve or six months, I was able to 
]^eruse the newspapers which my master received from differ- 
ent pjirts of the Union ; many of them contained paragraphs 
upon the subjects of slavery, and I was delighted to find that 
some menexdaimed against it, and denied that white people 
bad the least right to tyrannize over negroes. 

•* 1 used often to steal into my master's room, when he 
slept, and read the New- York Journals. One afternoon he 
caaght (ne with one in loy hand, and demanded angrily fvhat 1 
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was doing. I told him J was reading. He slriick me a riolest 
blow OD the he«d, w ith liii c.me, ;in«l said lie would onier me 
forty lashes if 1 ever ag tin looked at a book or newspiper. He 
soon discovered th.it the old negro hul been my tc.icher^ and 
immediately sent him off the evt de, not being able to n.llict any 
other punishment, in consequence of his having puj chased hit 

freedom' 

••As my tfleas expanded, my situ dion gradually becnmo 
more intolerable. I hid ao om; to whom I couM comfnuni- 
cate my thoughts. iMy fellow sl.ives were so ignorant ami de- 
gmded, that I could hardly look at them without pily ami (lis- 
gust. I used to WiUch tlicm when they assembled to receive 
their weekly allowance of provisions. Worn out by fitigne, 
clad in rigs, and branded with 1 i:*hes, they would wail for their 
respective portions with eager greedines:*, and then harry 
away in a state of tumultgous delfght, which was scarcely re- 
pressed by the cracking of the ovei-seer's whip behiii«l them. 
They had sunk so low that they seemed willing to accept hfe 
iip?2 any terms. 

'* In the midst of my misery, 1 hecame alcacned to ayonng 
girl named Sabrina.. She was a slave upon the adjoining es« 
tate, and therefore we seldom had an opportunity of seeing 
each other except by stealth. I used to leave my mas^ter^'s 
-< house at midnight, when every one was in bed, and go across 
the pliDtation to the hut in which Sabrina and her mother 
lived. But Mr. Sexton once awoke durii^g my absence on one of 
these nocturnal visits, and the whole affair was soon discovered. 
He flogged me severely and ordered me to Remain at home in 
future ; and the proprietor of the adjoining estate, to whom, he 
made compliant, caused Sabrini's hut to be burnt to the 
ground, that it might no longer ;tfford us a place of meeting. 
I became half maddened with rige and misery. However, my 
feelings were unnoticed or disregarded by Mr. Sexton, -who, 
like other American i^lanters, did not believe that negroes 
were susceptible of love or sorrow. 

** Mr. Sexton had a d lughter, who resided in the house 
with him, and took charge of his domestic aff.drs. The pro- 

Srietor of the adjoining estate, wliose niime was Lusher, loved 
er, and wished to m rry her, but Mr. Sexton would not con- 
Bent to their union, and prohibited all correspondence between 
them. However notwithstamlingthis. they sometimes met to 
secret, and often wrote to each other. Mis?* Sexton privately 
employed me to carry her letters to Mr. Lusher, promii^mg 
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that she would satisfy her father respecting my absence, should 
be discover it, and likewise secure me from any risk of suffer- 
iDg punishmem on her account, 1 willingly became achaanel of 
commiiDication between the two lovers, for 1 hoped by doing 
80, to be atUe to forward my own views. 

«• One day I ventured to hint to Miss Sexton, that I expect- 
ed some little reward for my services, and begged her to en- 
treat her father to purchase Sabrina, and bring her upon his 
estate, that we might get married. She engaged to'prjpose the 
thing to him, and really did so ; but he refused to agree to it. 
Slid .At the same time told her, that he suspected she had^some 
private reasons for interceding so strongly in my behalf, aad 
was resolved to discover what they were. 

**' Shortly after this. Miss Sexton desired me to carry a let- 
ter to the next estate, and bid me be extremely cautious lesl 
her father shoud see me going there, but said that if he did, 
she vroald lind means to shield me from all blame. I took a 
by-path, which led across our plantation, and reached Mr» 
Lo^^her^s house without interruption ; however, he was not 
at home, and the servant pointed to a small building a little way 
off, and told me ! would find him there. 

^ «* On entering it, the first object that struck my eyes, was 
poor Sabrina, whom I had not seen for many weeks. She lay 
npon some planks which were covered with dry husks of In- 
dian com, and seemed to be dying. The place had no window 
in it, and an old negro woman sat beside her, holding a candle, 
while Mr. Lusher and a physician stood at the foot of the bed. 
The doctor muttered, ' She^s been a fine slave-— <;onfounded 
pity to lose her — can't help it though ;' and then began! to 
whistle and play with his cane. * What an unfortunate devtl I 
am I (exclaimed Mr. Lusher, angrily.) Hang her for falling 
sick — what right has a mger to fall sick ? — Ods, I believe sho 
was not sound when I bought her — Pll trounch somebody for 
that-— So yoa think there's no chance of her hoeing any more 
com ?* * No no, (returned the doctor, laughing {) I wouldn't 
like to have as little chance of eating my dinner to day, as she 
has.of living two hours.* 

*' 1 stood in agony, not daring to express my feelings. I ad- 
vanced towards Sabrina, and took hold of her arm. . She raised 
her eves, but it was only that 1 might ^ee their lustre extinguish- 
ed, ^r in a moment or two, she fell dead upon her pillow* 
* Ah, she^s giveo you the slip,' said the doctor. Mr. Lnsher 
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I, * Damn her — there's four hiinflrecHollars lo«t«* ami hm 
ried way, baoipng the door furioualy behrni) him, 

** However, be «oon retuned ; and seeing me gtzing on Sa» 
brina, asked what I litd there. 1 said 1 had a letter tor hini« 
and delivered it. ' Ob, (cried he,) you're the fellow that w.mt- 
ed thiit girl for a wite. I wish Mr. Sexton had bought her, apd 
then the loss would have fallen en his shoulders. •Well, yoa 
may take her now, and bury her, or marry her — whicii ever 
you like — Begone, I don't want you.* 

** I hurried home, equ«illy afflicted at the death of Sabrina, 
and^araged by the inhumcm insults I had received from her 
master* When A had come within a little distance of the house, 
I observed Mr. Sexton and his daughter walking towarda nie« 

* Uowdo joa do, Manuel? (cried he, in a style •of derisioa 
which be always assumed when infuriated with passion) — * I 
iiope your ;walk has been a pleasant one. Be so good asi-to 
suggest what improvements ought to be made on this estate 
Do the crops look well ! — Slave 1 baboon 1 imp of the Devil ! 
where have you been?' 1 made no reply, but looked to 
Mbs Sexton. She coloured, and cried, ' What does the 
wretch mean by lookingat me? You surely do not say that f 
lent you |any where.'--' Answer me, vociferated her father, 
raising his cane. * Miss Sexton will inform you, ireturned I. 
— \ This is beyond my patience I (exclaimed she.) ' I'll tell 
yop how it vis, father — he' has been paying a visit to Sabrioa, 
Dotwithstanding your order to the contrary, and wishes to 
make you believe that I sent him somewhere — Manuel, say in* 
•tantly if you saw Sabrioa this morning.' — * Yes, (answered I,) 

• I did, but' ' None of your huts, you equivocating villain!' 

Interrupted my master. Stung with indignation at Miss Sex* 
toe's ingratitude, I cried out, ' Your daughter sent .me with a 
letter to Mr. Lusher.' — * What ! you give us the lie then}? 
l*eplied Mr. Sexton, striking me over the head. 1 retarded 
the blow with my. fist, and he fell flat upon the ground. Miss 
Sexton shrieked loudly, and the overseer, followed by several 
slaves, hastened towards me with a drawn cutlass in his hand. I 
made no resistance, and was immediately seized and bound. 
My master received very little injury from the blow, But his 
lips quivered with rage ; and having given orders that I should 
be put into confinement, he walked towards the house crying 
out,-^ struck by a slave! struck by a slave ! — It is .impossible!* 
I was immediately thrown into a dark .apartment in a large 
jjtore-house and remained there all night withoat being visited 
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hj any one. &u the morning the overseer took me out, and 
m.ide one of the negroes flog me severely, in presence of Mr. 
Sexton and his daughter. My suflerings were dreadful. In 
shorts I was indicted for striking my master, and tried, and 
foun(j guilty. You knoiv -the punishment which the law awards 
n surh CHses. . It was inflicted upon me. They cut off my 
right hand T^ llcrc Munuel stretched out the mutilated arm, 
'and sobbed convulsively. *' But, thank God, Tve another,"* 
continued he vehemently ; ^* and may it never be better em- 
ployed than in resenting the tyranny of slave masters. 

** 1 was confiued in j «il for three months, and then sent back 
to my miister. I anticip Ued a life of wretchedness, and was 
not mistaken. Scarcely a day passed, in the course of which 
Mr. Sexton flid nottind an excuse for punishing me. As the 
want of my hand rendered me unable to do the duties o^r 
hoiise-serv.int, I was employed in tending the cattle, and thus 
h id.an opportunity of convening with my fellow slaves who 
worked out of doors. I contided my thoughts to three of them, 
who seemed willing to attempt the execution of any project, 
ho vvever daring. In short, we determined to burn our mas- 
ter'*s house, and spant much time in planning how we could 
he^t effect this without the risk of being discovered. 

"At last we fixed upon a time for our revenge. It was a 
holid ly among the negroes, who were all amusing themselves 
in various w.iys on different parts of the estate. My master . 
w s dining with a planter in the neighbourhood ; and as part 
of his rood liy through a retired forest, we resolved to inter- 
cept him on his way hom^, lest his presence there should 
prove a hindrance to any of our schemes. 

** We had, at different times, placed combustibles in those 
parts of the house anti office that were least exposed to ob- 
servation. Aboiit eight in the evening we set fire to them, and 
then hastened to the wood, aod stationed ourselves among the 
trees which bordered the road. We had scarcely waited half 
an hour when we saw smoke beginning to ascend from the 
house, which was nearly a m!l^ distant, and heard a tumnltucu& 
noise of voiced. I gazed and listened with silent satisfaction^ 
till my master oi'ide his appearance. He was in a gig, and a 
negro rode on horseback behind him. Two of my compan- 
ions seized the reins of the horse, and, assisted by a third, I drag- 
ge'^ Mr. Sexton out of his carriage. He was almost speechless * 
with indignation smd terror, and doubtless supposed I intended 
nunngder him. He soon began to entreat for roefcy m thti 
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isott abject maimer, solenooty promising he would grao^ me mj 
liberty if 1 allowed him te go home unmolested. * Yon maj 
well.deaire to be at hcime, (said I,) look to the south.' — * Hal 
(cried he) what do you mean ? have you taken your revenge 
already ! M v house is on fire ! But if 1 cannot punish you, otben 
will suffer lot this V 

'' We now bound him to a ^ree with his iv^e towards the 
ConBagration, which had evidently fncreased very much. A 
bnght glare of light extended far over the sky, and tinged the 
tops of the trees like the setting sun ; volumes of smoke rose 
from two different spots ; we heard the negroes shouting con- 
fusedly; and crackling, crashing, and thundering of timbers 
falling to the ground, announced that the 'work of destruction 
made furious progress. 

^* H<iving secured the negro man in the .same way as Mr 
SezTon, and tied the horses lest they should go to the h^Qse, 
and be the means of inducing the people there to set out in 
quest of my master, we lefl them, and plunged into the recess 
es of the forest. We travelled all night towards the sea-shore, 
but did not renture co pass through any inhabited place. The 
want of my hand rendered my appearance too remarkable to 
allow me to hope that I would escape notice. I need not det 
cribe the hardships we encountered during our journey. ?* 
twjo days we reached the poast, where we stole a boat, and |>ut 
out to sea, intending, if possible to elude any search that might 
be made for us. We soon fell in with a pirate, who immedi- 
ately took us on board, and I gradually acquired some know- 
ledge of seamanship. We cruised about for b considerable 
time, and got a great many prizes, but our vessel at last be ame 
so generally known, that the captain could not continue to sail 
her without running much risk of being captured. He there- 
fore went into afport in one of the West India islands, and mana- 
ged to getther sold. He paid his crew very generously, and by 
means of his bounty, and a series of fbrtunate accidents, I was 
enabled to purchase this schooner, and to commence pirate 
inyseK My mode of life is far from being an agreeable one^ 
and I have as yet made but little of it. However, f have a 
more exalted object in view than mere gain. You must not 
judge of my character by that of the persons by whom you 
S%e me surrounded. I am well aware that my crew is compo- 
sed of the lowest and most debased part of society, and often 
feel ashamed of t)ie concessions I am obliged to make them.-— 
They consider themselves on an equality with me, and will not 
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'tabmit to nny kind of disci j)lmc, beyono vrhM mutual security 
and self-preservation rcn<ler necessary. But I value and en- 
dure them only in so fir. us tliey are the tne:ms of forwarding 
my views. I should consider il an insult to be classed with 
Buch desperiuioes. " 

Here M.inuel ceased spe iking. I did not venture to make 
oi\y coinmeiit upon his story, and we sit in silence till the men 
came to the side ofths river with a large quantity of fire-wood. 
Wo immediately took it on board jlhe boat, and rowed down the 
stream, aad reached the^ichooner a short time before dawa. 
At sun-rise we wel<;hed anchor, and put to sea again. 

Next day, while w.dking the deck, i heard onQ.negro say 

to another, ** Mark, what was th it you was te^iling me about 

Caesar, h iving; been hanged at B dtimore ?" ** Why, only that 

he was h mged, (replie<l Mark.) When I was last ashore. I , 

heard so from one who had re id it in a newspaper." — '* What 

did they miikc hinri swing for? (inquired the first, whose naroiQ 

was Mcndez.) Did he look sulky at his master, break a wine- 

glasSvOr brin^ him a knife When he wanted a fork ?" ** No, 

no, he did nothing so ba I as that, (replied Mark, laughing.) 

He W3I9 a cruiser like our captaia, and meeting with a vessel, 

he i\ent on boiird, and helping himself to some biscuit and rum, 

and 'a little hiird cash. Her crevv wished to put him on short 

allowance, but he took what he wantmi in spite of them all. 

He was afterwards caught by a yankee ship of war, and carried 

to Baltimore. The folks there found him guilty of piracy, and 

hanged him and some of his crew Besides." 

" Why, I think, (said Mendez,) he had a right to taste the 
ram, if he had helped to mike as much of U as you and I havr 
done. We nigers have a pretty time of it. They won't let us 
liveliy land or by water. I wonder if we could please our mas- 
ters by flying in the air ? Why, .now, wasn't Cassar hanged for 
what we've been doing ?" — " To he sure he. was, (returned 
Mark ;), ** we must keep a sharp look out 1 guess our best plan 
will be to hinder any one of them from ever becoming a witness 
against us." '** How can we manage that f" demimded Mendez.- 
** Why, by pinking a hole in, the bottom of our prizes, and 
making those on board of therh drjnk our healths in salt water, 
(said Mark.) Dead .men tell no tales, yoi^ know." '*Well, 1 
conclude it in our^only way, (replied Mendez,) though 1 shoaU 
feel a little strange about sending a crew of white men to hell 
ia a moment.*' " IVhy tliey must all go there al last^ von fbol« 
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returned Mark ; "think of the fliiggiogs jroa^ve got." ** Fi», 

I our wonls souofl jn my ear like tht; crack of a whip/* criefi 
Keoflez. ** But I wonder the Yankees (ton*t know better than 
to hting us for being i>iraKeii. ' They canH siip|>0!(e that we^lL 
be to mA ntrt9 as to let away the people who £iil into uur hnm U, 
and to fgjire them a chance of informing against us. Til bet 
joo we*ll kill five whites for e^ery negro that is hanged." 
** Ay, and more too, if we choooe,** said Mark. ^^ Oh, we^re 
a weary time of it, for most ffeople think that we blacks do 
not de^rve to live, iinle^s we are slaves and bea<its of burrieo. 
Faith, Vm getting tired of ajsea'lile. If I could but scr.ipe 
together four hundred dollars, I would give up cruising, and 
go to St. Domingo." '^ Why, you could have made that sum 
when you was last in Charleston/* returned Mendez. *^ How 
so V* inquired his companion. ** Wa^n*t you advertised as an 
outlaw V* said Mendez. ** WasnU there a price set upon your 
life ? you should have cut off your he^id, and carried it to the 
magistrates, and demanded the sum that they offered for it '*— 
^ Damn it, Mendez, don't begin to, run me,** cried Mark, 
laughing. '* I would have been a pretty figure «« ithout a bead 
npon mv shoulders .*' ** Ah,** returned .the other, ** if you 
ever had had one upon them, you would not have let slip such 
a good opportunity of making money.** 

We had now been cruising about for nearly three weeks, 
without ever seeing a vessel. The mental and bodily in;iction 
which had characterized the course of my life during that pe- 
riod, were very depressing, and 1 beg:m to wish for the ap- 
pearance of a ship, almost as ardently as the crew, though 
from totally different motives. Manuel neither seemed to feel 
much weariness nor impatience. He spent moz^t of hi^ lime 
upon deck, and when the navigation of the schooner diil not 
require his attention, he lav along the companion, basking: in 
the sun, and smoking a segar. He sometimes entered into fa- 
miliar conversation with the seamen, though, on doing' so, his 
object evidently was to keep them in good humour, rathci 
than to amuse or gratify himself. 

One morning, Manuel, after having looked through his 
glass at intervals, during nearly two hours, announced that he 
saw a vessel off our lee-bow« and gave orders that the deck 
should be cleared, and the guns got ready for action, lo a 
moment every thing was bustle and confusipn. On the word 
of command being given, the negroes threw off alarse part ot 
dieir clofhes, and dispersed over different parU of i he scho^npr 
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shvntiiig to each other» and hurrying through their respective 
duties with a vioience and e.igerness which showed how 
ccngeuial the pro:»pectof blooddhed/appression, and plunder, 
WHS tu their feehug;}. They soon began to converse gayly and 
and unconcernedly. One talked of the resistance we should 
prob )biy meet with from the vessel we were in chnise of; ano- 
tbtw jeslingty said •* he wished to write' his will," and men- 
tioned what articles he 'intended bequeathing to his compan- 
ions, should he perish in the condict.; a thinJ complained of 
the (lerecttve state of their wardrobe, and enumerated the ad* 
dition^ he 4ioped to make to it, when the anticipated, prize fell 
into -our hands.M anuel walked anxiously about the deck, 
sometimes lookmg through his glass, and sometimes giiriog di- 
ViLCtious to the helmsman. 

I atone remained unoccupied and unattended to amidst the 
general activity. The quiescent and monotonous life 1 had 
led since 1 camion board the schooner, had lulled me into a 
forgetfidness of my real situation, all the horrors of which, iiow 
burst upon my mind, with appalling force. I had outlawed 
myself from society. 1 was surrounded with wretches, with 
whom 1 coulJ have no community of foeliog. I was soon to 
become, as it were an accotnplioe in the work of rapine and 
bloodshed. We might, perhaps, be overpowerd by those 
whom we proposed to attack, and I should be seized and clas- 
sed with pirates. There was no one to testify my innocence, 
to prove that I had no connexion with the guilty, or to save me 
from aa ighominous death. 

We soon disco vereck that the object of our pursuit "was a 
brig of about two hundred tons burden. She seemed to sus- 
pect what we were, for she made all sail, and began to go large, 
although she had kepi very clo^sc hauled before perceiving us ; 
but our schooner being very fast, and to the windward of her, 
gained upon her every moment. 

About mid-day, we came within shot of the bt>ig, and 
Vanuel or^jered a gun to be fired, as a signal for her to 
heave to. She paid no attention to it, and her crew seemed 
to he preparing for defence. He then pointed a cannon him- 
self, and sent a ball through the lower part of her mainsail ; 
but this not being what we wanted, he ainfled again, and tlisa- 
bled her rudder. 

She was now comp\etely in our power, and we came within 
thirty yards of *her. The boat being lowered down, Msmoel, and 
fifteen of" his crew under armSi embarked, and rowed along 
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jide of the brig, and ascended her gangway without n i ee6n | 
with anj renistance. The captain immediately advanced and 
taid, '^ What right have yoQ to atop me on the high seas?^* 
** Right! right !^* returned Manuel ; *^ none that I know oA— only 
Vm stronger than you : but show me jrour manifest.^' **^ That 
I cannot mIo,'* cried the captain, '^ unless you promise*' — 
* ril promise nothing,'' interrupted Manuel ; *' yes, yes, one 
thing : none of you shall be maltreated, unless you offer to 
oppose niy oiylers." ** Fine conditions, indeed !" exclaimed 
the captain ; ^^ be pleased to tell me what you want heref 
, ** Bring me your manifest, (replied Manuel,) and then I'll in 
Ibrm you. 1 mean to take whatever part of your cargo I 
choose, and likewise all the specie that is on board. Come 
down to the cabin, I must not be detained." 

They now both went below, and the negroes, having reoetr 
ed a signal from Manuel, ranged themselves on each side o 
the companion. They had scarcely done this,4when a voice 
requested them to make way, and a gentleman, with a youotg 
lady leaning on bis arm, and followed by a mulatto woman, 
came upon deck. They looked around them with an expres 
sion of terror and astonishment. The young lady, on seeing 
the blacks, turned pale,' and clung tremblingly to her protec* 
tor^s arm, and said something to him, but in such a low tone of 
voice, that nothing but the word ^' father*' was distiBgoishahle. 
A dead silence prevailed upon deck for some time ; but the 
' countenances of the different parties who occupied it, express-^ 
ed more than words could have done. The females betrayed 
marks of deadening fear ; the crew of th« brig evidently strug- 
gled to resist the impulses of indignation, and the negroes 
seemed full of hope and impatience. 

The young lady wore a beautiful Indian shawl, and one of 
the blacks, smiling to his companions, stepped forward, .ind 
pulled it off her shoulders. Her father, furious at this insult^ 
seized a block that lay near him, and istruck the daring wretch 
upon the face with so much violence, that he staggered back, 
and nearly fell in the hold. However he quii;kly recovered 
himself, and rushing, forwards, plunged his cutlass into the side . 
of his antagonist, who dropped apparently lifeless, upon deck. 
The seamen belonging to the brig could no lon^r restrain 
themselves j a loud cry burst from them, and they hastily seiz- 
*id the murderer, and threw him overboard ; but, being an 

^^Jf^^l^TI'^MS!^ «**'*^^ ^« »"'f»c« <>^the water, and 
made f«r,oa*ljr toiJIbiiiie ves^'« side, with- flashing eyes. 
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and loarl cnrf^es. The noise of the affray brou^t the Cnptain 
nnd Manuel frum the cabin, und the first object that struik the 
eyes ot' the I itter, was the wounded mm, weltering in his blood, 
and siipported in the arfus ot' his d lughter. '* Who did this !'* 
cried M.inuel,. with a voice hali' suffocated with emotion. The 
DSSiissin was stmduig upon thschuns, anr] ondeivouring to climb 
over the bulwirks, when some '>ne pointed hiin out. Manuel 
drevv «i pistol from his belt, and fired at the negro'«< head. The 
Y> Ul took eflffct. Its victim lost hold of the rigging, sprung con- 
vulsively upw9rd<4, un:! fell he idlong into the s^a. A murmur of 
nppl.iuse proceeded from the rrew ; but the blacks shrunk 
away, frowning upon Manuel, who turning to the captain, said 
h:ui>i;htily« " this is my discipline 1'* and then took a paper out 
of his 'pocket and beiijm to re id. 

T4r«f-y oiwt^ 1 idy's f ither was convcyrid to tHc c«ibio, and ac- 
companied by his daughter and her attendant, the mul dto wo- 
man. Manuel then ordered his men to lift the hatrhes, and 
deac*enfled through one of them into the hold. After a little 
timft ho rotunied, and pointed out the articles he wished to 
have brought upon deck. The negroes set to work, and pre- 
sently every part of the vessel was covered with bdcs, casks, 
• and pick iges, and he walked coolly among them, and selected 
such as he thought most useful and valu ible. Mis men would 
evidently have begun to-pltinder privately, bad they not been 
^ restrained by fear ; but the instance of their leader's Seve- 
rity which they had just witnessed, seemed to dwell apon 
their minds, f<ir,^ while occupied in getting out the cargo, they 
muttered threats, and viewed him with scowling and wraihful 
looks. 

Manuel, hiving collected together all the articles he wanted, 
ordered them.to be handed into the boat, which he sent off with 
part of his men to the schooner. He retained in his hand a 
big of specie, and several other things. The bo it being un- 
loaded, they returned to take him on board his own vessel ; 
and as he was descending the gingtvay of the brig, he bowed 
to her captain, and said — *» I wish you a good voyage, sir." 

On reiching the schooner, Manuel ordered the crew to hoist 
tip the boat, ind jto bear away : hoivever, the wind was light 
and h ilHing, an t we mule but little progress. 1 fixed my eyes 
apon the brig as we gradually receded from her, and reflected 

^ upon the unhappy situation i>f Mr. R and his daughter, in 

both of whom I felt powerfully inters -ted.. 1 had several times 
been on the point of entreating; Manuel to allow me to assis* 
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the ironnded oisw ; but he a'twajs turo'ed awhy, as if aware oi 
whal 1 intended, and unwil^ ng to render himself chargeable 
wilh inhaminity, by refudinf to grant my request. 1 now ven- 
tured to address him on the luhject. *'• We cannot part with 
yon, (said be^) if we did, k r ight ruin us all. He who become* 
a pirate^ must die a pirate ; 'here is no midtlle course. 1 fer- 

vetilly hope Mr, R may recoverr t have iit kr^st^MCuted 

justice upon his murderer. Perhaps you may thtYiE' me a 
murderer myself, hut I did no more than was necessary. My 
crciv are npt to bcf restrained but by very terrible means. !And 
yet,'' (continued he, starting,) in my anxiety to save others, 1 
h ive, perhaps, brought destruction upon myself. I am guilty 
of murder ; there are plenty* of witnesses to prove it. Oh that 
both my l^ands had been cutolT, then 1 could not have commit- 
ted this msh act, which at once puts me on a level with my 
civw. Good night, good night. Go to sleep." 

About two hours after sunset I retired to my birth ; but the 
events of the day had m;^ .|i!uc%] a. strong impression that ( 
coulrl not t^leep, and I rose at rfiidnight and went upon deck. It 
was clear moonlight, and perfc^ tly i^alm. On looking for the 
brig, I perceived, to my astonishment, that she lay within a 
mde of us, and had heeled over so much, that she seemed a\* 
mo>^t on her beVim ends. I immediately informed Manuel of 
thii>, and he looked through his night-glass, and said she was 
aground upon a sand-bank. " What is to be done ?" cried I ; 
♦* you surely will not allow those on board to perish ?" •* To- 
morrow's dawn shall determine that,'' returned he. 

At day bre :k we found that the brig was still in the situ- 
ation already described, and Manuel, accompanied by me and 
Bcver.il of the crew, went towards her in the boat. The Cap- 
turn informed us that his vessel hiU'ing become quite unma- 
DHgcable, in consequence of the loss of her rudder, had dhtted 
away towards a sand-bank, and run hard aground the preceding 
iiiglit. We soon ascertained that her bottom was a good de^l 
djim:iged, and that she could not be got off. ** This brig will 
go to pieces the 6rst time there is a heavy sea," said Manuel 
to ihe Captain ; *' and those \jho remain in her must perish 
1 nill take you all. mi board my schooner, and pot you ashore 
aUotit forty miles above Matanzas, seeking no compensation but 
pari of the cargo, which you of course have no means of pre- 
serving." Afler some deliberation, this proposal was acceded 
to by ail parties, and MaDuel's crew again begao to unload the 
brig. 
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While they were thus engaged, I went down to the cahin, 
and found Mr. R. — and his daqghter there. The former had 
a look of ghasUiness, which giive me an unfavourable idea of 
the nature of his wound ; and the latter sat beside his bed, 
and seemed iA ouce hopeless and resigned. On seeing roe, 
they both st.u ted, but said nothing. ] told them that although 
I e:un;^^^''with the pir^ntes, i had no connexion with such 
pei^onsVand that my object in intruding upon them was to of- 
fer my profesiiional services lo Mr. K — . The yoimg lady 
sprung from her chair, and expressed hcfr gratitude in the 
warmest manner, while hec father's Pushed countenance and 
beaming eyes evinced that hopes of life again began to revive 
in his heart. 

When Manuel had carried away as much of the cargo as his 
vessel could conveniently contain, he informed us that the boat 
was ready to take us on board the schooner. ' We accordingly 
embarked, ]>l.icing Mr. R — upon a mattress, and rowed away 
from the brig, towards wU^t^ the Cnptain and his crew directed 
many anxious and regretful l6oks. 

Ou getting on board the scfiboner, our first object was to con- 
trive accommodations for so many new passengers. 1 resij^ned 
Blly birth to Mr. It — , and Manuel allowed the young lady and 
her attendant to occupy his state room. The Ca[ilain and his 
'. crew reposed upon deck, l^it the latter were so indignant at 
the familiarity with which the the negroes treated them, that 
they would have resented it by force, had not the fear of b-5ing 
overcome by superior numbers restrained them. 

In about forty hours, we made the Pan of Matanzas, and 
Manuel tol I the Captiin and the white crew to hold themselves 
in rea:liness,as he soon intended fo put them ashore. At sun- 
set we were scarcely two leagues from the coast oC Cuba.— 
The negroes lowered a small boat, and stowed a quantity of . 
water and provi^^ions in hor^ and Manuel came down to the 

cabin« and informe<l Mr. R and his dauglitei that it was 

time for them to embark. '* Where ? What do you mean ?'* 
cried the youn-jlady.. **Why madam, (returned Mannel) didn*t 
I say th:it all the people belonging to llie brit^ wpf^ to be put 
ashore here ?" **Oh, thmked be heaven, (exf^laimcd sho ;) 
we are near a harbour and a town ! — my dear fither I" '* No» 
no, (ijiterrupted Manuel,) the coast opposite is uninhabited.*' 
** What do you tell me ? («riod she, bursting into tears ) you 
larely cannot be so birbarous — my father is dying ; have a lit- 
tle pity. It is indeed dreadful to be here, to be amoniL such 



fS '^T^ Honda Pvraie 

peopti! ; but wh it will occome of my parent, if yon send ns 
away ? 1 have no more money to give yon, but pcrhapsi — " 
Here she covered her fice %vith her hands, and sobbed so vio- 
lently that her whole fmme trembled. 

Manuel heg-.m to p \ce about the c.ibia ; I saw thai he was aA 
fected, and therefore did not venture to spe.ik. " Well, lady,' 
'suidhe altera pause,) you miy reraitn here. 1 will protect 
you and yourfather — ^yes, even though I should bring myself 
iifto diflieulty by doing so.'" He then went upon deck and or- 
dered the C.iptain and his crew, who had already seated them- 
selves in the boat, to row away. 

In the cour;je of the evening, Manuel asked me if I thought 
Mr. K — •■•• would recover from his wound. 1 told him that I 
feared he would soon be relieved from the inconvenience of 
having such a passenger on boanl>-^*So I suspect, (returned 
he ;) but what is 'to become of his daughter and the mulatto 
woman ? i wish I had sept them otf in a boat to-ni^ht." ** U 
would have been 'unmerciftil (said I ;) perhaps the seimen 
themselves may perish." "Don't fear, don't fear, (cried he^ 
1 treated them very generously. Some pirates wouU| have \e6 
the whole party to drown in the brig, and been^lad of such ari 
opportunity of getting them out of the way. 1 giive them* 
good boat and Vl^nty of provisions ; they will easily reach Ma 
tanzas. My crew are enraged at my conduct in this affair. » 
must be oo my guard ; and, listen tome, be you also onyours.** 

A short time before midnight, Mr. R Complained of th« 

oppressive closeness of the cabin, and be^ed to be lifted upon 
deck. We immediately complied with, his wishes, and spread 
a mattress for hjm near the stem of the vessel. 

Elizabeth, his daughter, seat^d herself beside his couch, and 
the mulatto woman wailed behind. I threw myself afibo a 
ceroon «t a little distance, ancTfeltso fatigued, that I soonbeg;\Q 
to slumber, although within hearing of the sick man's groans. 

I was suddenly awakened by the 8oun«l of light footsteps. — 
I opened my eyes, and saw Elizabeth. *• My.f»ther is" — She 

coidd say no more. I rose and followed her. Mr. R lay 

upon his back, with half-closed eyes, and seemed scarcely sen- 
sible of our approach ; hut in a little while he turned his face 
towards me, and tried to smile. He then took hold of his 
daughter's' hand, and attem|»tidto greet her in the same wny, 
but [t was impossible ; his lips trembled, and ffome tears ru<>b- 
ed down his cheeks. None of us uttei'ed a single wonl. or 
even ventured to sigh. ' ^ 



The Florida Pirate. Si 

It was the fines! moonlight, and the whole heavens were co« 
rcfi with one continuons expanse of dappled white clouds. 
'J ^he calm Wii8 such that our sails scarcely flapped upon the 
masts, and our vessel lay as still as if she had been imbedded 
ill R fiidd of crystal. 

Elizabeth knelt silently beside her father, with clasped hands* 
MHl had that frozen Inok of condensed despair, which is almost 
t^o terrible for an iohabitant of this world. Her f ice and lipt' 
iiv«..i colonrless , and she seemed like a spirit waiting for ade* 
parting soul. None of us knew the exact moment at which 

Mr. K died. 1 soon af^ertook his daughter by the hand, 

and conducted her to the cabin. She neither spoke a word 
nar made the least resistance, and I began to fear that gi ief had 
beivildered her percepliooa**. Her attendant followed us, and 
1 Jefi hem together. 

1 did not attempt to sleep any that night. I was occupied in 
thinking of Eliz.ibeih, who had soon awakened to a fidl sense 
of her misery, and. whose sobs tovHiied my ears wherever I 
went. In the morning she sunk into a gentle slumt>er, which 
alter continuing two hours, led her in a state of comparative 
ration .lity nnd composure. 1 requested to see her, and we had 
an interview. I offered myself as a protector, ami promised 
to do every thing in my power to extricate her from her pre-, 
sent unhi.'ppy situation, and said 1 wonM escort her to a place 
of safoty, whenever I had the giind fortune to effect this. I 
then toM who I w;ts, and related the circumstances that had 
induced me to i^eek an asyliim among the pirates. In return, 
she til nk<^.d me for my unremitting attention to her father, and 
deolired thit shffdly|believed me to be what I profossed. 

The Ciilrn continued during the whole of that day, and Ma- 
nuel exhibited many si^ns of impatience at its long durtion ; 
and the mtire so, ; s the current was gr>idually c:)rryii.g us to- 
w rdft Matanzas, a place which he wished anxiously to avoid. 
Next mornins; a gentle breeze sprung up, smd we had scarcely 
begun to profit by it, when we discovered a small brig of war, 
with American colours, bearing towards us under full sail. Ma- 
Duci ordered his men to crowd all canvass^ and tried various 
nautical mnnoeavres, in the hope of escaping her ; but she 
gained upon ua every moment. 

The negroes, when they perceived that we could not get 
out of her reach, were thrown into a state of consternation, 
and totally ne.>^lected their ^^'< They assendded together it 
groups, and conversed with i^rageous looks arid violent gey 
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tkulartons, jcra^ionally throiring baleiful glances at Manuel. Retell 
chut a sittrta wr^ pilherio^f and immediately went below, and lecured 
the door of thu ap:«rtrncnt which coutained theirmB. He then appear* 
ed i}i>oii d-^ck, with H brace of ptfleis in his g^irdle, a dagger by his sidei 
and a naked «ci!ii:tar in his haxul, and took bis station beside thecompan- 
ioD dbor. 

The boldness of his deportment deemed to increase the fury of the 
blacks; soiue of whoai called «ut, *^ Down with him! he has betrayed 
Ut.** Manuel paid no attention to their cries, but oidered them in • 
Toice of thunder, to load the guns, and rushed forward, waving his sword 
{d the air. They became ■ iLtimated^ and hastened to obey him ; and, 
while they were engaged in dping ro, I ran down to the cabin, and armed 
■lyaelf as well as possible, at the fame time comforting Elizabeth, and bid- 
ding her to remain in her state-room. 

When I went upon deck again, I found that the negroes had openly 
mutinied. They were ranged round the foremast, and stood glaring at 
Man lel, and at each other, like a set of demons. ^ Curss > ou, captain ! 
fcried one of them,) what right had -you to bring us here? Were we aU 
to be sent to the devil, that you might put ashore them damned wiiites 
that you picked out of the brig f^ *^ Ay, ay, it wis mercy that made him 
do to, (said another;) but see if we*ll get anyYnercy from the tyrants 
that are in chase of us. Ha, Mr. Manuel ! I would almost be hanged 
myneli^ to have the satisfaction of seeing you swing by the throat r* 
'*' They couIdn^t gut him hanged, (rocifcrated a third,) for he would a] 
ways untie the rope with his right hand.** **• He thinks us a set of niger 
alaves, (cried the fir<t speaker,) who havnH spiidt to do any thing but 
what he bids as — but well show him another story. C^;ie on, let us have 
revens^c ! Down with him and his companion I** '; c'o 

Several of the crew now rushed towards us with tnreatening gestures. 
Manuel fired a pistol among them, and wounded one with his scimitar, and- 
I struck down another with the butt eadof a blunderbuss, and then acted- 
upon the defensive. They were repelled; but would apparently have 
made a second attack, hatl not a shot from the brig raked us Core and aft^ 
and carried away the binnacle. "Now, now ! (shouted Manuel,) if yoa 
are »vorth any thing, fight for your lives ! ' 'The enemy is close upon ns; 
we shall be blown out of water ! Here is the key of the armoury— gru and 
equip yourselves, and show some real spirit." 

The negroes were almost instantaneously animated by a new feeling. 
Some pro /ided themselves with muskets and cutlasses, and others took 
their station at the guns. They all had a look of determined resistaneei 
which showed they would rather perish in battle^ than run the risk of terw 
minatiug their lives upon a scaffold. 

The brig had now come nearly alongside of us, and her <»ptain com.« 
mandod ns to heave to, if we desired any quarter. He was answered by 
the discharge of our cannon, and by a shower of musket-balls. They 
eave a broad side in return, which carried away our mainmast, and thea 
bore down upen the schooner, with the intention of boarding her., l^he 
tmoke prevented tho helmsman from steering justly, and he suddenly 
brought her so close to us, that the swept away our chains and stove in 
our bulwarks, aiid dragged us through the water for a considerable iha^ 
taaoe. The fight now became very desperate. The bayonet and cutlasf 
had usurped the. place of fire arms, and the negroes who wei« not provi- 
ded with weaoons of any kind, attacked the American seamen with th««» 
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I, iMsating Uiem down, atteraptinv to choak them, and pushing them 
overboard. They all the while animated each other with fihoutn, exe- 
crations, and bliuphemou^ cries, and rushed furiously to the combat, half 
AakeJ, and covered with dust, and sweat, and blood. 

I kept as near Manuel as possible. He sometimes fought vigo*<x>us1y for 
m few moments, and then stood idle, apparently irresolute what to do. 
At last he cried out ** It is easy to see how this day will end, but I must 
liasten its terminati^^n,^^ and then hurried down to the cabin. I instinctive- 
ly fbllowpd him, and fojnd Elizabeth and her maid nearly spceohloai 
inrith terror. Manuel tore open the hatch in the floor, and pulled up a 
small cask, the head of which he knocked in with his bund. It was full 
of gunpowder. Hq placed it upon the table. I grew breathless. He put ft 
steel between his teeth, and then seiziD;j^ a (Unt, began to strike the ons 
against the other. The pulsation of my hcnrt ceased, and my eyes be- 
came dim. Manuel seemed suddenly to dilate into fearful and gigautio 
size, and to pour torrents of fire upon the gunpowder. My senses were 
suddenly recalled by a loud crash, and by the appearance of water rush- 
ing dawn upon us through the. sky-light. I thought we were going to 
the bottom, and started up and pulled the faintii\^ Elizabeth towards 
the gangway. There we encounterea an American officer; he gave us a 
look of astonishment ; and hastening tovrards Manuel, seized his arm, and 
said, " Surrender yourself — you are my prisoner.'* 

Manuel did not attempt any resistance, but followed the officer upon 
deck. Having left Elizabeth with her maid, I went there also. Every 
thing Was now quiet. The American seamen we're in possession of the 
schooner, and the negroes had been removed on board the brig of war.^ 
Her captain ordered Manuel to be put in irons, and directed that Eliza- 
ggbeth and [ should have accommodations in his own vessel. 

I was a good deal astonished to meet with several of the crew tha* had 
belon^&i to the brig we had plundered, and to hear them say that they 
were the means of capturing thie schooaer. Having been fortunate enough 
to reach Matanzas the day after Manuel had set them adrift in the boat, 
they found an American brig of war there which had run into the har- 
bour that she mi;^ht repair some damage she had sustained while on her 
Yoya^e from Jamaica to Charleston. They immediately gave her captain 
information respecting the pirate, and he set out in pursuit of them, ma- 
king the ssamen warp his brig along, till a breeze sprung up which ena- 
bled him to come in sight of the schooner. During the battle, a young of^ 
ficsr, who boarded her along with the American crew, happened to ob- 
serve Manuel"^ attempts to blow them up, and, with great presence of 
mind, dashed his foot through the skylight, and averted the danger, by 
pauring down a largo quantity of water upon the gunpowder. 

A few hours after the capture of the schooner, we set sail for Charleston, 
where the brig was bound. We reached that port in ten days. The pirate 
crew were immediately lodged in jail. I underwent an examination, and 
was then taken into custody, it bein^ evidant, fr'>m my own confession, 
that I had not been forced on board the sqhooner. Elizabeth, to whom 1 
had hourly become more devoted during the voyage, lound an a^yium in 
the house of a distant relation, who resided in Charleston, and was sum- 
moned a«t a witness against the negroes* In three weeks their trial came 
GO, and Manuel and seven others were condemned to death. No evidence 
having appeared against me, I was liberated from confinement at an early 
ytriodi by the intercessiaii of several persons who appeared to tdce an in- 
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terest in mv fote. 1 JiioplieA myself whb means of support, by ittfpoBBj 
ofMtmc vuta:ibl39 I ha J in my possession.' 

I wa< niloO w.th sorniw when I hear J that. Manuel war* (x/UiieiiiHed lo 
death, aware that he dascrveJ a better fate. I visited liini injail. theda^ 
after He received his sentence. He wits loaded with lellcrs, ami ocwp 
ed a s-nall cell hy hiimelf, through which he paced tu« qj^ipklya* lh« 
weight of hi* irois would permit; though he had a«ul)duedlo«k,ibcex. 
pre«5ion of his cduntenance w;is neither abje9t ntinTOrrowful. 

•* Ah, is it you, sir .'"cried he, ad^'cncing towards lue, a? I entered; 
•you are the jierann f most tvisiied to see. How kind it ism you 19 
vwit a pt>»r ne^ro! for 1 am no more now. I am »lnd t<» be treaieJan 
ntioaal creature by at least one white man. I wonder Ihey have lei yjii 
Mcape. In this country it is a crime for amnn to havcany*hin?»«»uo 
with blacfcm except in the way of flo-ging them." .*' You do uulilertrve 
4o die," said K after a pause. ''Oh, pei-hiips not," relumed her uui 
law^law— lavir, you know— However, 'tii better I should. I had » 
weary life of it. I was chased from the land, and took refuge upon «»« 
sea J dut notwithstanding that, I could not. escape the blooil-hounU# w 
the Soothren Slates of America. But here 1 have writleu-out H>meim>^ 
for you. Take this letter to Gusta vus II , ai^d acc«j>t what he give 




di 

me firewfell. . ? ftci 

I immediately proceeded in search of Man usKs ncquaintaDce, ana b 
•ome time, reached his house, which was situated in the moel ®J^*| 
part of a dirty alley. The door was opened by -an old n«;ro, an" ' 

quired if Gustavus H lived there. ^\ am the man,'' i**^"*'''^"^.!* 

« walk in, master." I entered and gave him the letter, and at hw retj ^^ 
seated myself upon, an old stool in one comer of the apartment " ,. > 
read it. ** Strange — very strange, (muttered he, gaxing on me intenOj^ 
how is Mr. Manuel?" ** Well enough at present, (retiiruetl I,) b"' ^^^ 
He stood still a moment, as if waiting the corichisron of a reply* 9^ \ 




When t returned to my lodging, 1 opened the hag, and, to my ^\^^ , 
ment, fouud it liiil of doubloons. I could r.|>t bo ie ve that Manuel invsi^^ 
ed leaving me such a legacy, and went to the prison in the otlernooo, 
I might sec him and converse with him upon tlie subjecl, but i 'HJ' 
thare'too lato — he had anticipated the law, by putting a pcri«><l to "^ 

istence. . vnt- 

Fortune had now bestowed upon me the means of relurnin* to Jjy 
tive country. I communicated tl)i# lo Elizabeth, and entreHled **** ^ 
might make the jotirney of lite together. She consented, and *^^'*'J''"/uu 
happiness was soon h9 ^reat ai our iiidividual misery hiui beeoy \^n^''*" 
Am brouf^ht us lot^aUMr* A. ^^t .{ 
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